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Football Euro 2000: Sweden 2 England 1 


England stumble 
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Rep Ireland 2 Croatia û 
Young guns 
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NSIDE this weck"s isaııe we 
are delighted to include iı 
specially prepared English cdi- 
lion of Le Monde Diplomatique, 
a French monthly with a lively 
readership and well merited rep- 
utntion for serious journalisnt. 
The Diplo speaks to its rencl- 
ers in many Jlanyvages, but this 
is the first tinıe it is renching oul 
to the English-speaking worlcl. 
Over the next two months we 
will be including lwo ınorc free 
issues of Lc Monde DipiDmatiquc 
with your Gruurclan Weekly, We 
hope its thoughlful, analyUicil 
#ppronch to the news will appezl 
to you 1s ınuch as it docs to us, 
Among this monti's notable 
cuntributors are Noam Chonisky 
on Washington's role in General 
Suharto’s fall, ancl] Edward Sail 
on the Palestinian qurcestiun. 
Other topics include the growing 
threat of hioterrorian andl the 
the remoracless risc uf the 
United States? jail population. 
The next isauc of Le Monde 
Diplomatique will appear on 
October 25, and then, with the 
last trlal isaue on November 22, 
we will invite yat to tell ua what 
you think of it, and whether you 
tike it enough to take out an 
enhanced subacription to the 
Guardian Weelcly that includes 
Le Monde Diplomatique. Your 
current subscripton will be un- 
affected if you want to continue 
taking just the Guardian Weekly. 
Meanwhile I would be pleased 
to get your immedlate response 
to our new venture. Write to me 
at 75 Farringdon Road, London 
ECIM 3HQ, or e-mail me at 
patrick,ensor@guardian.co.uk 


Ex-spy takes 3 
helm In Russia 


Pauline Hanson 5 
loses siren appeal 
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cu" jusl be dlismissel”, 

Bul the phrase in Mr Lot's cunt 
ments thal sparkccl immeclitice spec 
ulation aboui a compromise qral 
came when he addexk “He may need 
lo eome lo tle Congress antl say, 
yaıl know, how can this be resolverl? 
But If he begins Ihe process with at- 
tacks, and says this [Starr report] is 
just a smear, thal docsn't help." 

‘Tuo of Mr Clinton's Jorimur close 
colleagues have saicl hey support a 
cesureuliiıd cornprouiise, Nir 
CInieu's former advisor, GirorRge 
Sephnnopoulos, said lhil {Mc wiy 
uul could be consure plus a fine, As 
happened lo the Fuse Speaker, 
Nowl Gringrich, (inmod SIMON lis 
yer uver an el hirs vinlaiîon. 

The former labour secretary, 
Roberl Reicl, wlo has a 3-year 
Irienclship with Mîr Clinton, also 
called for censure, "There's nat 
guing to he impeachmenl" Nir 
Reich sald. "My presumption is {hal 
le's going 10 be censured. The 
question is how 10 gel beyond this, 
There las lo be acknowledgment 
thal you can't go around lying. 

The emerging interest in censılre 
came as the latest opinion polls 
showed a lesire for some form of 
severe action against Mr Clînton but 
reluctance to back Impeachment. 
This could change if evidence of 
nore liaisons emerges. 

The opinion polls, which will hold 
the key to Congress's political calcu- 
lalions, continued to show strong 
support for Mr Clinton on Monday. 
A Gallup poll taken last Sunday 
ahowed his job approval rating rls- 
ing to 64 per cent, and public opin- 
ton consolidaling in support of 
censure, not impeachment, 

Mîr Starr's $40 million investiga- 
tion set out four years ago to look at 
Mir Clinton's business dealings in 
Arkansas when he was state gover- 
nor, but switched to the Lewinsky 
affair after his Whitewater dealings 
yielded no evidence of wrong-dolng. 


Comment, pages 6,7,12 
Washington Post, page 15 


ating more irresponsible regimes. 

Monday night's meeting was a 
prelude to an emergency gathering 
of G8 leaders, including Russia, at 
which a reporl outlining proposals 
for putting the Russlan economy 
back on track will be discussed. 

The crisis in Moscow, coming 
hard an the heels of the Asian melt- 
down, has delivered a sharp blow to 
the economies of Latin Amerlca, 
with Brazil raising its interest rates 
to 50 per cent to protect the real, 


. The G7 said that tn the West the Û 


emphasis would now be on boostirig 
demand rather than worrying about 
rialng prices. 

ل سے 


Finance, page 18 


1n his grand jury evidence and İn an . 


Shoulder to shoulder . . . The Clintons leave for New York, where 
the presldent addressed the global economic crials PHOTO: RON EDMONDS 


ton's walkto-wall weekend television 
punditry — as well as of new 
opinion polls — was that a deal is 
there to be struck, tf all sides want it 
enough. 

Two senior Republicans, whose 
party controls both houses of Con 
gress, held out the possibility of a 
solution. Senator Hatch called on 
the president to “evel with the 
American people" by abandoning 
his claim not to have lied under oath 


text, which was posted onı the Inter 
net by the House of Representatives 
judiciary comniittee, The report 
describes in graphic and embarrass- 
ing detal Mr Clintons alleged 
şexual encounters with Ms Lewin- 
sky in fhe White House. 

“It is plain that 'sex’ is precisely 
what this 4%year investigation has 
bolled down to," the White House's 
42-page rebuttal said, denying that 
any misdeed of ariy substance had 
been found by Mir Starr, ' 


But the general tone of Washing- | affidavit he gave earlier this year — 


Q7 nations act to head off global crisis 


cial markets sent the FTSE share 
index in London up 150 polnta and 
aclded niore than 200 points to the 
Dow Jonés index in New York. 
Emerging markets wlıich, like 


Basle and Washington dësigned to 
end the crişis İl world markets. 
Gordotı Brown, Britain's chancel 
lor who ls chailrmai of the Group of 
Seven finaicê  mintsters, left 'for 


apan ûn Tuesday to press Tokyo to | Malayela, sought to go it alone by 
E growth kind clean üp the | imposing capital controls werê to di 
country’s banking system. by the G7 that such actiûri would 


“hurt ' prospects for thelr ùwn 


In' thelr unprecedented Ihterven- ٠ 1er 
وا‎ econonilës arid the world system”. 


ton, the G7 finance mir{aters ‘and 


ntral bankers slğnalled a ' new The G7 also' fodhdeéd ot traders 
ا‎ tû 0 with their eco- | in'the world’s fliancial markets, and 
nomles aid thdse of the developldg, | nce dealers of being irrational 


by nût makihg a diatirctlon between 


ountriéêd. The prospect 'of lower a CHON U 
تا‎ catintriés “carrying out piroig macfo- 


interest rates dnd emergenty med- 


sures to shore.up crumbling finan | economic policies” ind those oper”. 


Of meetings from Lofidon-t 


tmerge in Washington this week. 
Though lar from certain, and not 


yel formally discussed or agreed, 


he compromise would involve a for- 


. mal congressional censure motion 
! against Mr Clinton as well as other 


| pmishmeni, in return for a (ull pres- 
! dential confession and the aban- 
donment uf Mr Clinton's campaign 
.l clear himself legally of the 
' charges in the repori, subınitted to 
Congress lale last week by Kenneth 
. Sarr, ihe independent counsel, 
` The deal, if approved by all sîfles, 
; ukl enable Mr Clinion 10 carry 
in, allhougl with reclucecl author- 
iy, until his term of office cnds in 
Jinuary 2001. 
The presideni is believecl tn have 
discussed tlhe possibility of some 
hind of "plea bargain" with Con- 
gress in a 20-minute telephone cou: 
wrsalon with the Senate judiciary 
vummittee chairman, Republican 
! Orrin Hatch, last Sunday. 
` There's going to be some sort of 
, “anction here," said Senator Hatch, 
“The question is what — from int 
Kachmenl Io censure to rebuke to 
! ıondemnation, or what," 


Earlier in the day hia youthful 
Republic of Ireland side — 1 
average age 25 — may haye أ‎ 
snapped and crackled at Croalia 1 
until (he third-beat teamı in he 
world popped, a process that j 
took all of 16 minutes, but 
NicCar Uıy' can also crackle, es- 


peciully when he fees someone :. 


is having ı pop al lim. He 
clearly feels that is the case; he 
may be half right. 

The [Irish press, while no war 
comparable to their Brilish 
tabloid cousins, are leas defer 
ential lowarcdls hicCarthy than 
they were (o his predeccasur 
Juck Chariton, with MieCarthy's 
tactics nti selecton policy tur- 
ing the fnilecl World Cup qualif:’ 
ing ciımpnign scrutinised il 4 
manner Charlton's never werê. 

“I've had lots of highs and 
there have been lows, but i've , 
always said that when we had 
full squad we would be a farce 
bc reckoned with," McCarthy 
said nfter the latest victory, "And 
that was my full squad." ١ 

Qualification for the Euro 


2000 finals from a tricky grolP .4 The suggestions of a compromise 


| tame as Washington conlnued to 
Fy to come to terms with {le awe- 
ume political and constllutional 
; mplcations of the decision by the 
House of Representatives to begin 
hrmal „Consideration of 11 Starr 
, rusations against the president, 
These include perjury, witness 
; mpering and obstruction of jus- 
| ke, allegedly commited in Mr 
! flnon's efforts to cover up hiş gsex- 
; Wêl relationship with a former White 
Se worker, Monica Lewinsky. 
n the absence of any agreement 
| strike a bargain, the White House 
‘“nlinued to attack Mr Starr's 445 
0 of findings as “a hitand-run 
| ear campaign", while aome 
fepublicans declared that Mr Clin- 
1 should face impeachment over 
e findings. 
las! weekend the White House 
1 lished a line-by-line rebuttal of 
| "e independent counsel's actual 
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T™ world's leading industrial 
nl Countries set the stage for an 
aj ional Cut in interest rates, 
Me ary | Cian warned on 

at the global economy 
0 Confronted with “the biggest 
۳ anclal challenge facing thé world 

half century”, : 

j, extraordinary change in pok 
eee eae 
ndustrlal countries a me 
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would be a major accomplish 
ment, and three of the hardest 
points are pocketed already. 
Another win in Yugoslavia nex ' 


month followed by three points | أ‎ 


at home to Malta four days later - 
would leave the Irish with a real 
sense of anticipation. ۱ 

McCarthy would deserve Huge | 
credit, although s0 too would tif , 


supine Croatia. They were third | 


best here all right — behlnd he ij 
Irish and the atnosphere, The 


suspicion waa quickly confirmed : 


that, miaging the twin totems o 
Slaven Bilic and Davor Sukerı 
the rest would go absent withovt 
leave if the Irish started fast 

There had already been evi 
dence af Croat timidity wher 
Denis Irwin was tripped by 
Krunoalav Jurcic for a fourth" 
minute penalty, one which 
Irwin coolly steered in, . 
Zvonimir Baban was to be seê 
expressing limp dissatisfaction 
just prior to Roy Keane hea 
the crucial second goal. 12 P" ! 
utea later, Thereafter Keane 
was the most mature Irish 
presence in the ground ~8 
rare occurrence. 

The two-goal cushion 
that the injury to Keith O'Nell : 
was leas & than it other 
wise might have been. SbAY' 
Given had to make only two 


' saves — and the Iriah did not. . 


fully relax until Jurcic and Nar. 
Stanic were sent off later on 0 
three fouls in qulek successlo 
on Steve Staunton. Two-ıll uP 
againat nine men, and even. : ' 


McCarthy looked relaxed! , 
® Guardian Publications Lid., 1998. Published by Guardian Publications Lid., 164 Deansgate, Manchester, M6O 2RR, and printed by WCP Commerclal Printing, Leek. 
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Dejected . . . Shearer and Owen after the defeat in Stockholm 


whiclt might have been preventecl hy 
Seaman being quicker off his ne. 

Mjallby and the 21-yeiur-old 
Tredrik 1jungberg, whose speerl 
ancl ability lo [ind space eur gual 
plagued England for most of Ilıe 
match, were the evening's outstantl- 
ing players. 

Other home nations alsn gul olf 
lo a dismal start in their’ qualifying 
campaign. Wales went down 2-Û 1o 
ftaly at Anfeld, Noribern Ireland 
got a 3-0 roasting fron Turkey in l9- 
tanbul, and Scutland's veteranş 
could only manage a goalless draw 
agalnst Lithuania in Vilnius. 


Football results 


EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP: Quallfyingı 


Group Ona: Bdlarus O, Denmark O; Wglê4 O, 
Italy 2. 


Qroup Twa: de2rgla 1, Albanla O; Greeca 2, 
Slovenıla 2; Norway 1. Latvia 3. 


Group Three: Finland 3, Mokiova 2; Turkey 2, 
Neier O 
Qroup Fouırı Amenla 3, Arıdora 1; lcalarıd 1, 
France 1; Urralné 3, Russla 2, 


Qroup Five Bulgana O, Poland 3; Sweden 2, 
Enğland 1. 
Qroup Slxı Austria 1, larael 1; Cyprus 3, 


ûroup Bavenı Hu 1, al 3; 
Sî 2 3, Azer ball 210 n 


dra ht: Macedonla 4, Malta O; 
سلاد پا ت‎ 0. 1 ee 


Qroup Ninei Bos-Harz O, Estûnla 1; Lithuanla 
Û, Scotland Û; Faroe ls Û, Czech Rep 1. 


NATIONWIDE LEAQUE: 

Dlivislon Oner Brminghm 1. dQ: 
EON LOS a 
Swindon 3, Brtalol City 2. 


Nolis Co O, Wigan 1; Stoke 2, Bourmgmih Û: 
Wrexham 2, Meccleafld 1: York 1, Colchester 2. 


Divlslon Threw: Banat t, Paterboro 0: 
htonı 1. Swangee Q: Cambridga 2, 


carbo| : 8 : Ealer O, 
Chester 1; Hull 2, rere 3 O2, 
Carlisla 1; Miansflakc û, 1: Rochdale 
1. Shrawabry 0: Sc'thorpa 2, TorquBy O; . . 


Southend 3, Rotherham 0 


ra slonr „. Hamilton 3: 
2, Hbernlan 2: Hath O, Morton O; St Mirrarl Û, 
Falkirk 2; Straruaer 1, Airdrlê 2. 


Seoond Dlvlslonı Forfar 2. Ciyue 2: ' 
SW A 1 اسا ا‎ 0 2ٍ 0; 
Arbroath 1: 9 
Third Dlvlaionı Berwick O A 
Condnbth O, Brechin 1: E S| و ت‎ 


1: iminig 1, 
Qumbarlan 2: Montrose 1, Ablon 2: 
Pk O, Stenhamr Û. 7 e 


All three goals in the malclı pun- 
ished poor gualkeeping. Magnus 
Heclnıan, having tined up the wall 
for Shearer's free-kick, promptly 
stood behind it ancl was beaten by a 
slıat In aff the far posl, 

Alter Xl minutes the strengllh of 
Stefan Sclıwarz's free-kick surprised 
Seaman, who coulcl only pusl) il ouıt 
fo Anclreas Andersson. His nıis-hit 
shot took a deflection off Adams and 
then spun ino the nef despite a sec- 
ond attempt by Seaınan to keep jt out. 
Two minutes later Pontus Kaanıark'’s 
centre ricocheted off Scholes, and 
Johan Mjallby scored with a header 


3 Not enough to overtake in the 
subway () 


4 Refuse to Include Ilttle person 
out of obstinacy {4-4} 

5 One lot of drinks for all In the 
neighbourhood (6) 

6 Abit of paint in gentle hue (5) 

7 Prayer to make languages with 
no repeated letters {7) 

8 Aplot's Innocent victim -— It was 
Byzantine (1 4) 


15 Ronan god retaining 
incomp!ete system finds Dream 
tover (@) 

16 Kelly's clown forbidding 
alteration of dial (8) 

18 Playgirl Lawrence left standing? 


(7 

20 Potter's placa as trus 
revolutionary getting the breeze 
up (7) 

21 GIbertian suicide taken to ttalian 
moauntain? (6) 

23 |s 1 across a boy's name? {5) 


Last week's solutlon 
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AIRIC{AIN[A INIT IMIBILIE) 


Michael Owen, ineffective after aıı 
early enution tor a two-footed foul on 
Patrik Andersson. to drop cleeper to 
link up ihe play û ta Teddy Shering- 
ham did not help the persevering 
Alan Shearer, and both strikers 
lacked decent service. 

Systems are only as good as the 
players within (hem, ancl the princi 
pal reason England lost, having 
takert lhe lead after a mere 74 sec 
onds, is tbal i00 many individııal 
performances fell way below par. 

When a litherlo lumdruu 
Swedish sie suddenly scored twice 
nround the halfhour mark Horldle's 
leaım failed tn respond, the passing 
fell aparl, lle cıpposilion chase and 
tfacklecl like denıons thereafter and 
the dismissal of Paul Ince after Gû 
minutes left England to save tlhe 
Fame with 10 nen. 

Ince was the second England 
player to be sent off in internationals 
in successive matches, Wlıile le 
will not experience the vilification 
sulflerêd by David Beclchamı, Iince's 
behaviour was no less reprehensible, 


losing 2-1 to Sweden last Saturday 
lhan Hoddle was being crossexant- 
ineef about the posslbility of his re- 
lrning lo the Premiership as 
mMilnaftr. 

Hodldle (rutted ort ihe standarıl 
lite abuut having fwo years O HO Or 
lıis present cuntraet antl that talkg 
with the Football Assuciatlon about 
in extênsion were pending; ancl (hat 
jf every England manager whose 
team performecl badly in September 
were to walk out, the post woul 
have changed hands a couple of 
duzen times by now. 

Nevertheless the present incun- 
bel has had easily the worst werk- 
und since he tok over from Terry 
Venables two year's agu. Apart from 
nnythink else Hodrlle is the first 
Englaı«l mauager-coach to use an 

opening qualifier. David Seanian 
wns not wholly to blame for Swe- 
den's goals but le was partly at fault 
wilh both, just as he had been in 
Rotterdam five years earlier when 
Holland beat Graham Taylor's team 
2-0 in the World Cup quallfler. This 
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bit of a roli (8) 
22 Language with a thin end? (9) 
24 City of the inconclusive 
mathematician (5) 
25 Musical ending to Fellini's film (5) 
26 Culllvata one small amount all 
the rest of my life (4,1,4) 


27 Witch's cat, shape Indeter- 


minatg, finding look-out room 
here? (5,4,5} 


1 Tha most frequent winner In 
first-past-the- post affairs (8,6) 


2ã Memory had Lupus in jungle 


losing Its heart to him (7) 


Second class postage paid at New York, N.Y., and mailing offices. Registered as a newspaper at the Post Office. 1 


Across 


1 Minute full of infsrences (14) 
9 Sirange crealure In a river, crazy 
and sick with love {9} 
10 Gold that's authentic turna black 
)5( 
11 Bear that is pointed to by big 
one (5) 
12 Scenes with law-breaker raveal 
a good king {9) 
13 Dled having got old, about a 
hundred, baing In the way (8} 
14 Poems on South Afrfcan port (6) 
17 No way this chap outside the 
firrn can be facetious {8) 
19 Died to drink, born to gal — a 


2a n | |. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 


The Week 


UROPEAN observers 

strongly criticised the man- 
agement of Bosnia's general elec- 
tlon as votera waited to see if the 
weekend poll would reduce the 
gîp of hardline naionalats. 
Some 200,000 voters could not 
find heir names on the register 
and had to be given special ballot 
forms. Washinglon Post, page 16 


SRAELI security forces were 
on maximum alert after an 
Ielfamist group vowed revenge 
after two of its moat senior 
activists, [mad and Adel 
Awadallah, were ahot dead. 
Washington Posi, page 16 


FGHANISTAN’S Taliban 

movement announced that it 
had recovered the bodies of nine 
Iranian diplomats whose dis- 
appearance had sparked tenalon 
with Tehran. A Taliban spokes- 
man said that some its fighters 
were responsible for the deaths 
and would be punished. 


HE [1S aaid it lad concluded 

that North Koren rmixkle û 
fuiled attempt at launching iı 
sınall satellite when il firecl i 
vissilce lanl month over Jnpii. 
The ruckal firing hkl heen ¢le- 
seriîbed by US officials is 4 
Taepodong- l missile Ulin lias i1 
rıngc o morc than 1,00Dkm, 


EL4TIYES of one of (he 22! 

victims of the Swissair Fliyht 
111 crash filed a $50-million 
suit aainsat the airline in New 
York, The suit, nlleging teclnical 
defects with the plane's wiring, 
18s likely te be the first of many. 

Obituary, page 23 


8 URMA’S military govern- 
ment detained another 187 
menıbers of Aung San Suuı Kyl's 
democracy party. Arrests since 
the erackdown began in May 
now total 702, the party nays. 


OLKSWAGEN approved a 

§12.5-million fund to com- 
pensate people forced into alave 
labour for the firm by the Nazis 
during the second world war. 


a" WENTY people were killed 
when a bomb exploded in 
Jaffna, Sri Lanka. There was no 
claim of responsibility, but offi- 
cials suspect the Tamil Tigers, 


ANG SHANGKUN; the : ' 
' ¥ former Chinese presiclent 


who backed the violent suppres- 


sion of the student movement 
in Tiananmen Square, has diel 
aged 92. © : : 


EORGE WALLACE, the 

racist former governor of 
Alabama who battled against the 
civil righia movemiént but later 
renounicedl his segregationist 
viewn, has‘died aged 79. 


IANNI Amelia"s The Way We 
Laughed won the Venice ' 
Film Festival —~the first Italian 
film to win the Golden Lion for 
more than a decade. ' : ''- 
. ı `1 Festival report, pağe 27 


Primakov takes charge in Russia 


week by the acting finance minister, 
Mikhail Zadornoy, who is likely to 
keep hia job. “We would prefer not 
to resort to central bank credits,” he 
said. 

Addressing his first cabinet meet- 
ing, Mr Primakoy soothed, stirred 
and reassured but was short on 
specifics, He talked of “extraordl- 
nary measures” to solve the prob- 
lem of wage and pension arrears 
"ance and for all". But he dil not say 
what they might be. 

He denied that the new govern- 
ment would be conımunist, or even 
centrelefl, or would seek to isolal{e 
Russia from the rest of the world, 
saying İt would be "a national and a 
patriotic government, which must be 
concerned for Russia's interests”. 

He spoke harshly of the “shock 
therapy” policies of his predeces- 
sors — Yegor Gaidar, Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin andl Sergei Kirlyenko. 

“If the “herapy’ stretches out (or 
almost a decacle and tlere's no sign 
of improvement, then of course if's 
not in the interests of the countı’y or 
the people," he said. 


Comment, page 12 
Washington Post, page 16 


The three-party alliance which 
the Communists lead said in a state- 
ment that it would not be putting 
forward candidates for the govern- 
ment and would concenirate iis En- 
ergles on A day of protest on 
Ûciober 7 to denıand Mr Yeltsin's 
resignalion, 

Already, with his government 
barely halfformerl — Mir Primakov 
sail he would have a full list by the 
end of the week — serlous dis- 
agreements are emerging on such 
core policy issues as whether to in- 
crease the rouble supply, stoking 
inflallon, or slick to the tight-fisted 
supply-side policies whicl have 
kept a trickle of International Mon- 
etary Fund credits coming al the 
expense of an economy sucked (iry 
of liquidity. 

Viktor Gerashehenko, the new 
heal af the Russian central bauk 
and a figure regarded with ill 
tisguised contempt in Wealern 
financial circles, has already said 
here will neerl to be a "small, con- 
trolled" injection of roubles into the 
ecunomy to pay off cles and com- 
pensate Russians for Lhe collapse of 
ihe currency. 

He was (lireetly conlradictecl this 


١ pu 
OM HD %4 


E 


capital, Dhaka, last week. Nearly 
and volunıteera battle to maintain 


view. “People are saying they haven't 
seen these kind of open attacks [on 
monks] since the Khmer Rouge.” 
Sam Rainsy and Prince Noroclom 
Ranariddh, the opposition leaclers 
who organised and supported the 
Democracy Square protest, kepL up 
the pressûre by applying for per mis- 
sion to ledd further deınonstratons. 
. Mîr Railnsy continues to shelter at 
the office of. the United ' Nations 
representative after Mr Hun Sen 
ordered his arrest for alleged com- 
plicity in a‘ grenade allack on tlhe: 
prime minister's cily residence.’ But 
independenl observers believe that 
any ‘move to’ detain Mr Rainsy 
could, in the words of one analyst, 


“leave this city burning", ' . i: 
„ Meanwhile. King Norodom 
Sihanouk warned the two opposition’ - 


leaders that their parties would he 
expelled .froın the national assembly 
ifthey did not attend by next week. ' ' 


O ق‎ ۳ 

People struggle through floodwater in Tangail, near the Bangladeahl 
1,000 people are believed to have died in the flooding as troops 
embankments. The waters are reported to be receding, but food and medicine are ahort PHOTO. PAVEL RAHMAN 


Chaos as mass fury-sweépšs Cambodia 


The rünning batties: between 
police and demonstrators came a 
day after troops tore down the tent 
city that had grown’ in: socalled 
Democracy Square, a park in front 
of Cambodia's parliament. 

Mr Hun Sen lad said tlıuat hê 
would use force to end two weeks of 
protest against perceived election 
cheafing. Inslead, he has ignited the 
worst violence since the bloody 
coup he staged a year ago, and has 
provoked an ouıtburst of anger UI. 
precedented in almost a quarter of a 
century. . : 

Pollce And troops. ‘surrounded 
several . Buddhist temples and 
‘Î schools to prevent leaflets ' being 
circulated: by a monks’ organisation 
calling ön people to rise up an 

overthrow Mir Hun Sen, . 
“Eyeryone thought the . monks 

were safe," commented one Phnom 

` Penh resident in a telephone inter 


Tee hh 1 


prime ıninister, Hun Sen, in an elec-. 


Security forces were-reported 10 ' 
have killed ‘at least one Buddhist 
monk, possibly . two, and wounded - 


moon with the politicians who 
brought him to power ended on 
Monday as the liberal Yabloko 
movement and the Communist 
party distanced themselves from 
the increasingly contradictory alms 
of the new prime minister's govern- 
ment. 

Yabloko's leader, Grigory Yaviinı- 
sky, without whom Mr Primakov 
would never have risen so far so 
fast, turned down a job in the new 
cabinet, saying sarcastically that it 
would make him “second first 
deputy prime minister”. 

The post, he said, would put him 
into direct conflict with the “first 
first deputy prime minister, Yuri 
Maslyukov, a Communist wlıo be- 
lieves the solution to Russia's eco- 
naımic crisiş are protectionism and 
rapid, cheap rouhle loans to industry. 

“The government shouldn't be a 
debating club, and conflict within 
the cabinet is impermissible in the 
present circumstances," Mr Yavlin- 
sky said. 

Despite Mr Maslyukov's leacling 
role in Mr Primakov’s plans, lhe 
Coınnmunists too are wary of idlenli- 
fying theınselves tou closely with 
thé new reglnıe. 
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Nick Cumming-Bruce 
in Kuala Lumpur 


OPULAR fury swept over 
Phnanı Penh last week as secu- 
rity forces shot Buddhist monks and 
beat demonstrators in increasingly 
chaotic and [utile efforts to stifle 
anti-government protests breaking 
out around the Cambodian capital. 
The explosion of mass protest In- 
volving mainly students and young 


¦ people showed the seething popular 


frustralion with a victory by the 


tion blessed by the European Unioh 
as free and fair.but widely seen DY 
Cambadians as fraudulent. . : 


others when they opened lire on 4 
çrowd of demonstrators 'sitting In 
front of the United States embassy. 
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Briefly 


/ SHARE Vicloria Bvittain's horror 
at Laurent Kabila's apparent call 
oıı ihe Congolese to take up bows 
ancl urrows, machetes and spears lo 

kill Tulsis (September 6}. 
However, her claim that only four 
political movements haye 


James Mesk in Moscow 


ا و ا ےی 
EYGENY Primakoyv effec-‏ 
VY i laid claim to the lead-‏ 
ership of Russla last week in‏ 

a confident speech to parliament 
stood out against iribalisnı is plainly which assured his overwhelming 

nı is plain 
wrong. Kennieth Keuinda's es 1 y endorsement as the country’s new 


inister, 
muvemerııl was clearly nal tribal; | F' em 


Mr Primakov, aged 68 — for- 
Kwame Nkruınah's pan-Afritanisl . ا‎ 
movement was anything bıt. Many mıerly a spy chief and foreign minis- 


ter — wag launched into office by‏ ر 
couiiries, such as Ghana, Guinea the Dunıa on an acclamatory 317 to‏ 
Conakry and South Africa, recoguise | | Î ë3vote, Fifteen MPs abstained.‏ 
sêveral native languages officially. His performance, ranging deep‏ 

imply {hat all bul four cous into areas previously considered the‏ ا 
iries on the continenl can bé preserve of President Boris Yeltsin‏ 
equate with Mr Rabiln's call to kill — such as foreign affairs and rela-‏ 
misrepresenls tle efforts bring tions with regional leaders — was‏ 
male by nny politicians auıf niosl that of a lıead of state rather than‏ 
ordinar'y citizens to have ethnic lif the sort of superannualed bureau-‏ 
ferences recognised at Ihe samt cat Russian prime ministers have‏ 
lime as eliminaling (ribalisn. been until now.‏ 

Carlos Palin, There is bound to be unease in 
La Paz, Bolivia he Yelisin camp at the enornious 
power that Mîr Primakov now 
wields, Mr Yeltsin hinıself went on 
television to support him as “the 
tandlidate of accord" whose emer- 
gence lad prevenled “a serious 
polilical crisis”. 

{ However, Mr Primakov's honey- 


ICHARD Norlun-Taylor does û 
gnod job ûî exposing lı 


hypucrisy of nol unly the [Kk gor 4 
ernnient, but uf all Western yoverır ' 


ments in acting against “terrorisn | 
(September’ (i). أ‎ 

Lord Lloyd's definition of terrır’ | 
ism nighi bave unexpevtud von | 
quences fur certain parties: “The 
use ur (hreat of violence tu inti’ 
dair ûr coerce a guvernme, Ihe 1 
public or any sectiun of the publi. 
in orclêr LO promute palltival, sorim 
or' ideological ubjrvlives". Not just ; 
Nelson Mandela and the ANC, bul | 
the US government's actiols IN , 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Sudan (he lis | 
gues onl or even {he UK goYtrr ı 
menl's policies in Northern Ireland : 
unfil recenlly lo nol appear loo far 
adrift of these words, do they? 


Congo peace 
talks fail amid 
acrimony 


Andrew Meldrum 
In Victoria Falls 


. THE sunımit uf seven Alrivan 
| Î presidents aimed at stopping the 
¥ar in Congu lurched ftom ııear 
breakthrough last week, wilh a 
Peace plan ready for signing, lo 


Nich Horn, 
Canberra, Australia 


1 


۳ e witen the Congolese 
rebels abruptly quil the talks. 

HOMAS W Lippman pons The negotialions at the Victoria 

Unled States governmenl falls resart in Zimbabwe ended in a 
undercover plans to topple Iraq's stalemate, with the leaders manay 
Saddam Hussein (August 9). lf true, Tg only to agree to a ceasefire in 
isn't it dangerous interference n the Principle, which appears not to be 
internal affairs of a E ا‎ holding. 
Or tlocs it make a difference The rebel 
US (and ils Western soulmates} thal | Summit iy ok gre ie 
Iraq, like Grenada or Pananıs, 15 3 Molding direct talks with tlhe man 
noı-European Third World cout Y are fighting to oust — Congo's 
try? US efforts may not be entirely resident, Laurent Kabila. . - 
illegal in international law, but arê They will only know we .exist 
certainly on the brink. «hen we start shooting,” said the 
Paul Caspersa, | rebel leader, Bizima Karaha. One of 
Kandy, Sri Lanka j scûlleagues added: “We are goinE 


0 r to do one thing 
: Intensify o 1 
e RE jly our campaign 
۴ Cciminatlons between officlals 
Countries at {he summit added to. 
¢ gloomy outlook: ‘charges of 
Bnocide, ethuic violence, treacl- 
f3 ald lying were exchanged fol 
Ing the close of the talks, 
Ministers of clefence of the seven 
| uunlrics at the summit. Congo 
Its allies, Namibia, Angola. and 
we, as well as Uganda and 
huy Supporting the rebels on 
: other side, and Zambia taking a 
eutral stance — have so far been ڎ‎ 
le to bring the warring factions 
SBN agreenıent. 
IS week southern African presk- 
mecliig in Mauritius were 


OU try to live a decent life. You 

refuse to buy the Times OF 
Sun because of tlıeir proprietor. YOU 
won't subscribe to BSkyB دي‎ 
you refuse to put money Into RUPE 
Murdoch's pocket. Then he 40% 
and buys your football team (e 
tember 13). What can YOL do? 
Martin B Crookall, 
Stockport, Lancs 
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creasingly leaving if up to the mar- 
ket to decide who benefits from 
whatever money is around. În sırch 
circumstances it is likely that debt 
relief will contribute mainly towards 
improving the position of the better 
off in developing countries, thus in- 
creasing the already growing dispar- 
ily between the riclı and the poor. 
The poor will continue to be denied 
hope of a better tomorrow. 

Paui Edwards, 

Dodoma, Tanzania 


HOUGH welcome, cancellation 

of a nere $2 billion of debt will 
do little to alleviate poverty in tle 
Third World. The problems are 
deep-rooted and need {he kind of 
determined effort that has drivêıı 
the European project over the past 
ö0 years. 

Experience slows that without a 
more İnterventionist approach fram 
tle world's richest countries, much 
of tlre money saved will be spent on 
prestige projects, including arms put- 
chases, further strengthening 1he 
economic power of the donor coun 
tries. Corruption at the higlıest levels 
will ensure that a significant perceni- 
age finds its way into the pockets of 
politicians ancl their cronies, ulti 
mately for the purchase of luxury 
goods from tlıe developed world. 

Even if a government is deter- 
mined to spend the money wisely, il 
faces enormous prableme of the kinel 
Western politicians and econonıisls 
find difficult to comprehend. 

So far the rich couniriea have {riecl 
only superljicial solutions to the prob- 
lem of world poverty, Much of ıe 
"gid" has merely served to subsidise 
industry in the donor countries. To 
achieve real progress, they must find 
the political will to donate huge sums 
to the poor. Nat loans, because there 
iS no prospect of repayment until the 
unsustainable peasant lifestyle is 
transîorrned. Sadly, world ieaders 
show little sign of rising to the chal 
lenge. 

K L May, 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 


Russia's unfree 
market system 


HE chaos in Russia ls not the 

fault of free markets but of crini- 
nal ones. The problem is political: 
the state has proved too weak to 
control its usurping robber-bar'on 
business oligarchies. These ruthless 
plutocrats blame liberals for the 
harm caused in fact by their own 
widespread mafia practices, know- 
ing all the while that discrediting the 
idea of free markets will consolidate 
their position as nıonopolists. The 
West is in danger of being taken in. 

A properly functioning system of 
ree nıarkets means that even mar- 
ket leaders are subject to competi- 
tion. But no “capitalist” country has 
altained such a system without re- 
stricting monopolies, There iş no 
such thing a48 an absolutely free 
market, and one can only exist 
when appropriate legislation seeks 
to provide a level playing field. 

The International Monetary 
Fund was not wrong in its prescrip- 
tions, but in lending noney with no 
guarantee that those prescriptions. 
would be followed. This was ulti- 
inately a political decision, taken to 
appease Russla, This relatiqnship 
has satipfied no one as the West has 
loat money and Russlars, resent a 


perceived losş of independence. . 


Putting it right js a delicate and criti-. 
cal — palitiçal— problem, . . 
Nick Martin-Clark, Hi 
Landok 


aa 


Mr Clinton as a fibbing Lothario 
may be embarrassing, but Mr Starr 
a§ the smug, smirking Grand 
Inquisitor is downright frightening. 
Isn't the right to privacy one of the 
basic human rights, even for politi- 
cians with tawdry sex-lives? 

Sirta Mitchell, 

Tartu, Esfonia 


Canada in a 
no-win situation 


TEVEN PEARLSTEIN said that 

Canada's supreme court judg- 
ınent on the right for Quebec to uni- 
laterally declare its independence 
was a legal victory for the Prime Mir 
ister's Jeaı Chrétien's government 
(Court sels rules for Quebec seces- 
sian, August 30). It could have been a 
victory only if achieving a Unilateral 
Declaration ol Independence is the 
objective of Quebec's secessionist 
nıovement. Whal İf the objective is 
more about reforming Canada's fed- 
eralion to make it similar to what the 
European Union is becoıning: a 
group of independent states inked 
together by a free economic market? 

Mr Chrétien has hardly won any- 
thirg with this decision. His govern- 
ment İs now legally obliged to 
negotiate with Quebec if the 
province chooses to secede, some- 
thing that the federal gavernment 
had previously refused to do. The 
supreme cotrt's opinion iS part of 
the Chrétien government's Plan B, 
which intends to bring to the fore a 
plethora of legal and financial prob- 
lenıs that would befall Quebeckers 
if they voted “yes" in a future refet- 
endum. So far hîs approach has 
only further’ polarised both canıps 
on this emotive subject. 

The idea of asking the court's 
opinion about Quebec's right to se- 
cede was questioned fron1 day one. 
How much objectivity could be 
expected from an institution whose 
mandate is the protection of the 
Canadian constitution? Most people 
in Canada, especially in Quebec, 
would argue that this is a political 
debate and therefore has no place in 
the legal arena. The supreme court 
judges themselves agreed. 

Everyone is expecting the Quıe- 
hec secessionist movement io fade 
into the background. Why aren't the 
otlıer provinces interested in re- 
fornting the constitution in order to 
ınake Canada a modern place to live 
for all ofits people? 

Loic Charbonneat, 
Quebec City, Quebec, Canada 


faking the sting - 
out of debt 


HILE agreeing with your edt 
torial on the need for faster 
and cleeper «lebt cancellation in the 
world's most itnpoverished cout 
tries (War on the poor, Atıgust 30), I 
am concerned that an overemphasis 
on debt rellef can give the false im- 
pression that simply cancelling the 
debts of developing countries will 
make tie poor belter off Debt relief 
will only help eradicate poverty if it 
is coupled with policies within devel- 
oping countries thal work towards 
making improvements in poor peo- 
ples' lives, such as improved access 
to clean water, sanitation and health 
facilitles, improved communications 
Bysteıns that .allow people to get 
their goods to markets, ec... . 
Unfortunately, it appears that, 
under preşsyre from institutions 
such as {he IMF and. the. World, 
Bank: developing countries are in- 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Unequal power struggle 
in the affairs of state 


has not sent a similar message fo 
young wonıen seeking careers in 
ihe US government. 

Christopher Pepys, 

Landon 


USAN FALUDI thinks the Clin- 

ton-Lewinsky affalr is about pri- 
vate sexual nmıalters anı¢l consenting 
adults. Ratber, this affair is about 
power. I have been an intern, 
worked witb interns and supervised 
interns. They are there to learn, 
wark and then be evalualed. There 
are all kinds of reasons why a peı- 
son in authoriy or an intern might 
use anl abuse tlre imbalance of 
power in ihe relationahip. Tlere is 
no room for gift-giving, let alone 
sexual dalliance. If 1 behaved “inap- 
propriately" with an intern as Bill 
Clinlon sail he (lid, I would be 
cannecl sa fast my heacl would spin. 

Tlıe American people are at least 

consistemt. They must overlook the 
president's use of the power inıbal- 
ance on a personal scale because 
thal is what they accept on national 
and global scales. The reprisals in 
Afghanistan and Sudan were surely 
not fo divert attention from the 
grand jury testimony. We are İst 
seeing tle same power imbalance 
played out on the large scale. 
Robert Thaler, 
Nem Hambtrg, Ontario, Canada 


OU were qıuite correct in Your 

eclitorial to suggest that Presi- 
dent Clinton's tempt to hush up 
his liaison with Monica Lewinsky is 
not really worth an impeachnıent 
(I's Clirıton’s own affair. August 9), 
If 1 were a United States citizen 1 
would be far more worried about 
Kenneth Starr than the president. 


USAN FALUDI argues that dur- 

ing the Clinton scandals the 
media have attacked feminists for 
tailing to live up to thelr stereotyped 
inage as prudes (Damned if you 
don't, damned Hf you do, August 30}. 
"This is clever but specious, Her as- 
surance tat feminists have never 
been curıtcernced with "the private 
acis of (wo consenling people" is 
misleading. 

In recent years ınany feminists İn 
the United Slates have soughl to ex- 
pand the definition of sexual harass- 
ment ta include canscngual sex 
belween persons wlto occupy differ- 
unt luvels in the office, work-Sile, Or 
universlly hicrarelıy. The rationale 
brliind thes efforts was iwo-fald. 
First, feminisls argued {hal the cor- 
Tuplıg nature of power preventetl 
sirch relalionships from being truly 
consensual. Second, (ley held that 
tlıese liaisons were demeaning and 
potentially discriminatory lo other 
employees who mig not receive 
the same opporfhunilies for caret’ 
advancement as those who hal af 

fairs with the boss. 

President Clinton's relationship 
with Monica Lewinsky was open to 
bath these objections. There could 
hardly be a more uuequal power 
relalionship than one beiween a4 
president and an utpald intern, 

During hcr affnir with Mr Clin- 
ton, Ms Lewinsky became one of 
the few interns to receive a paid 
government position, dcspite hav- 
ing been repealedly reprimanded 
for unprofessional aitire and de- 
meanour by her immediate super- 
visors at the White House, While 
Ms Faludi was decrying a "global 
consumerism" that made women 
feel that they could only advance by 
reınoving thelr clothes, she might 
have pondered whether Mr Clinton 
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anson: dwindling support 


thing like it. “There was a signifi 
cant sirenglhcning of the cxiteuaily 
of lıer remarks. They were cleliber- 
mely provacalve and iuflatMitur'y, 
But that's just a sign of the cespur'a- 
tion of hef campaigning.” 
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Hanson’s racist message begins to pall 


Her public meetings have heen 
very foorly attended so far, and the 
symholic gathering outside Lhe 
Stockmen's Hall Of Fame museum 
was no different 

What One Nation had advertised 
as a major policy initiative was noth- 
ing nıore than a relıash of her calls 
for the scrapping of the Aboriginal 
parliament, Atslc, the abolition of 
native title to land, and the ending of 
all benefits linked to race. 

“The political bleeding-hearts and 
others who seek to line their pock- 
ets through greed will only destroy 
attr nation and our people," she told 
a mere 30 gatherecl supporters. 
“They will never make us uııe by 
dividing the land in two." 


Maria Peachy, a lıealth worker, 
was onê of ihe iew Aborigines 10 
slow up, niore in sorrow than in 
anger. “They nuisinlterpret ihe Wik 
decision and other native title is- 
sues," she said. "I'l be happy to talk 
to her, but would she be willing to 
listen? Or does she prejudge every- 
thing?" 

Ms Hanson faced a barrage of 
goading reporters’ questions ancl 
the growing realisation that the 
Queensland National partys deci- 
sion to put her lasl on its how to- 
vote cards could spell the end of her 
parliamentary ambitioııs. 

In the end she cracked under the 
pressure and screamed: "Get this 
clear, we are Auslralians and it 


makes no clifference whether you 
are Aboriginal, whether you wete 
born here, ûr whether you're a mi- 
grant, weê arê all Australians to- 
gether and don't iry and divide tlıis 
nation,” 

Then she stormetl off to the Jum- 
buck Mutel, where 350 seats had 
been set out for a public meeting. 

A spokesman sald a $6 entrance 
fee was payable, to defer the cost of 
the aircraft charter. No more than 
15 people paid to get in. 

It was huınilialing even by (he 
madcap staunclards of Qne Nation. 
Margo Kingslon of the Sydney 
Morulng Herald, who has heen 
watching Mis Hanson for' a long 
time, snid ahe had never seen any- 


ke -_‏ نے 
Christopher Zinn In Laldley‏ 
——-_—_- ل لے 


high points of her campaign. 

Pauline Harson was off to the 
historic outback town of Longreach 
lo launch lıer much-hyped policy 
on, or ratlıer against, Aboriginal 
privilege. 

Her minders had promised ftre- 
works to ınake the long journcy 
wortlıwlıile and inject some life inlo 
the otlıerwise listless federal elec- 
tion campaign, which has been 
dominated by tax issues, 

Since her 3 per cent "“Easylax” pro- 
sal had been widely rubbished, 
she had decided to play her trump 
aril: the belief tlıat black Ausiralians 
xet bulter health, legal and educa 
tional heue(its han while anes, 

But the selfproclaimed "Mother 
vf Australia" managed {o engineer a 
fiasvo wlch owed tnore to panto- 

| mime than politics. 


| T COULD lıave been one of ihe 


Sle discoverecl (hal a leclsion by 
the rival Queensland National pnrty 
not in allocate her arty of its votes ip 

1th preferenlial electoral systen 
i could make it impossible for hèr 
lo wit a parliaınentar'y seni on Oct 
1 hera. 

Î But her flagging personal for 
; Wurs (lo nol mean that her anti 
inmigrtion One Nation partly will 
iî win sume seuale seals, The 
١ ader uf the spposilian Labor purty, 
Kim Beazley, whn is trailing Lhe 
: Piu¢ minister, John Howard, by 
: two pnints in the polls, refuısecl tu 
` wrile il off last weekend. “I don't 
, hink they are a spend force, I'd love 
able tû say that, but I can't," he 
aid, 


` GROSS p.a. 


| Il is twa years since the indepeıi- 
` deut MP fur Oxley made her in- 
famous nıairlen speech in Canberra, 
! n which she claimed that Australia 
; Was being swanıped by Asians. 
tee months ago, when her 
| ledgling party confounded thie pun- 
| its by winning 11 seats in the 
: ueensland state elections, it 
semed that she was here to slay. 
| Last week she was working the 
reets of Laidley, a town an hour 
away from Brisbane, known as the 
Tuuntry garden of Queensland, 
which les at the heart of lhe new 
Cinstituency of Blair, where she is 


landing. The opinion polls say that 


8.36%? 
Our rates vary according to the size of deposit, but none are below 6.20% 


telephone, fax or e-mail, or return the coupon. 
http://www.derbyshire.co.im 


We would like to open a {please tick approprlate box) 
90 Days’ Notice Account Monthly Income Account 
Ws enclose a Sterling cheque for £ 
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Support her, and at the cattle sales 
€ found an appreciative audience. 

, But on the main street Cathy 

Je, an Aboriginal, was almost 
aking with anger and bitterness 
3l he mere sight of Ms Hanson. 

S made life hard for a lot of 
People around here, Tm ã teather 
e Î get a lot of hell from the kids 

anks to that lady," she said. 

. Ms Hanson believes that Abori- 
nes should be treated no differ- 
۰ ftom other Australians, even 
. ‘ugh lhey have an infant mortal 
کک‎ four times higher, a life ex- 
2 lacy up to 20 years shorter, and 

| اا‎ cent of the prison 

hu T cent o -‏ 1 ا 

| Tal paputatiunn. E 
o argues that since the Wik 
eh Case established the Abori 
native title to land that the gov- 
| e lets 1o farmers on pastoral 
85, İt is white Australians who are 
| iy discriminated against. "People 
| cre are told this land belongs 

Driginal people and there's a lot 
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o ıo" They are made to feel thi 
Mt their Country,” she said. 2 
88 1 softening up for the next 
, Men she and tlıe media raced 


ner : 
ا‎ more than 800km to the 


to keep the exlı'emıe jet and exlremê 


| 4f Tacism, Th 


f . fh other in chartered aircraft to 
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Bavarians 
put spoke in 
SDP wheel 


lan Traynor In Bonn 


ا 
GE Schrdder's hope of‏ 


becoming Germanys first : 

Social Denıoeralic chancellor in | f. 
16 Year's suffered a setback Jasl Sun» 
clay wlhıerı his party failed to improve 

its position in a key eleclion ir 
Bavaria, the country's biggest stale, 
only iwo weeks before tlie general 
election. 

The resıtlls boostecl Chancellor 
Helınd Kohl's hope of winning a 
fifth ternt on September 27, giving 
the Chrislian Social Unlon (CSL, 
his Bavarian ally and coalilion ıart- 
ner. a comforiable viclory in {he 
soutlıern state. [f mainiaineıl its 
absolute majorily with 53 per ceııl uf 
the vite, 

Thr Sacial Demacralic rly 
(SPD) fell lo 24 per cent, slighlly 
down an uur Years ago, despite (he 
much-loulecl "Shrdder ctferl, 
which it hal hoped woukl help il) ۾‎ 
gitin up to 5 per cêént iu lhe derply 
Romar Catholi and tonserYalie 1 
Slate. 

The Havarian premier mid UM 
number wa, Edun Miler, 
cnimed a IFiumph id the hill but. 
since his jırly's 3 per Cen Wils Uf: 
lo (ur pints Doru iiy Mus uplitr ; 
inp pulls hill forrast, andl kevl will i 
the CSU result in LEM, He liad can 
palgned for i ntındile te rule ur ' 
challenged. ù» the CSU has dun in ' 
Biavarii since HL, 1 

"This is a clear slap in Lhe fave lur i 
the SPD." Mr SIoiber sirl, poiiting 
out thal Mr Schrûder had val 
naigned hard in Baviırin, putting inl , 
many more appiarances than Blr ' 
Kohl. أ‎ 
Although Mr Kuhl aud Mr Stoiber | 
are uneasy allies, the Bavarian leader 
said that the outcoıne represented ı 
"an enormous hoosl" towards 4 OF 
servalive victory İn a the gen 
election. 

“This is a great, magnificent Yole 
of confitlence,." Mr Stolber sail, "n 
pleasecl {hat the CSU has mall 


riglıt out of the parliament." 

The neo-Nazi [fringe party, the Re 
pırblicans,.gainecl 3.6 per cent of the 
vote, more than expected but 
less than the 5 per cent needed to 
enter ihe state parliament in Munldi. 

Mr Koll, whose Christian Deme 
cratic-Union has been consisten 
behind the Social Deınocrats ln the 
opinion polls for six months, was IMF 
mensely cheered by the CSU result 

He told reporters in e 
think it's not just possible but pro 
ble that we shall be ahead of the % 
cial Democrats on the evening 


the federal elecllon.” - thal 
Although there was A0 doubt 
the CSU would win in Bavaria, 
Schrbder had hoped to bring 
vote below the 50 per cert 
and give the SPD a few more polis 


1 Crs 
roved training of peasant fart 
ا‎ an emphasis on reducing r 
verly. . 
Phe conference last ال أ‎ 
enthusiastic support for ا‎ e 
— but little actual cash ا‎ 2 € 
Instead of the governme ٠ 
for pledges of nearly $1 ری‎ 
donors carefully avolded ا‎ he 
ing any specific figures . 
only ‘firm pledge was. 50 ig 
promised by ‘China. 


Opposition protesters march in Alhania’a capital mı the wake af the 
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murder of Azem Hajdari 


4 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Political violence undermines Albania 


The United Stales condeınned 
the upheaval and said it would not 
recognise a government that look 
power’ by lorce. The Slate Depart- 
ment called on Albania's political 
leadership to work with President 
Rexhep Meidanîi lo fDrge “"conslruc: 
tive proposals that wil end the cur 
rent upheaval”. 

On Tuesday police and army 
troops appeared in firm control of 
the main gover ıment buiklings, in- 
cluding the parliament, state radio 
and television and the prime minis- 
ter's office buildings. Mr Nano ancl 
his cabinet were reporied safe. 

Occasional bursts of automalic 
guniire coud be heard in the city 
centre, but pedestrian and vehicle 
traffic was returııing to normal and 
some shlops antl kiosl¢s opened. 

Fawever, an Lıntlercurrent of un- 
resolved, potentially explosive politi- 
cal {teıısion was unmistakenble. 
Amy 1roops patrollcel in front of the 
prime minister's office, a building 
whose flanks antl rear are hullet- 
pocked Iron several attenpis hy 
apposition polilical forces (o capture 
(he seal of power. 

Discarded shoes, abancloncd um- 
brellas and empty ammunition 
cases littered the streets arounil the 
prime niinisler's building, reminanls 
ul ıuırmwi] not seen in Tirana since 
the weelcs of tnresl in tlc spring nf 
1907. 

Wilh the police ancl arly appar- 
ùıdly back iı [irırı coıtro} of Tirana, 
Albania's political leaclers still ntust 
arrive al svme 1mclerstnıiding of 
how the country is 10 be governed 
without periodic descents into 
chaos, 

The country last came unstuck 
last year after’ a series of (raudulent 
pyraınid investmenl scheınes col- 
lapsecl, effectively hankrupting 
much of the nation. — Reuters 


Kurt Schork in Tirana 


ELATIYE calın relurnced to 

the Albanîaıı capital, Tirana, 

on Tuegclay after iwo days of 

political unrest and street violence 

that left at least three pcople deal 
and 14 woundecl, wilLuesses said. 

The unresl raised international 
aların about a new {lıreat lo stability 
ir a volatile region alreacly shaken 
by the conflict in the neighbouring 
Yugoslav province of Kosovo, where 
ghnic Albanian guerrillas are fîght- 
ing for indepeulence. I followed 
ibe murtler Inst weckend of a leal- 
ing opposition MP, Azer Hajdari, 
and a bodyguarıl in Tirana. 

The opposition Docmocralic parly 
ader and furmer president, Sali 
Burisha, blamed Ihe murtfers on the 
Socinlist prime minister, Falas 
Nanu. Cruwds ailackrd Mr Nano's 
office, tlenıandirg luis resignalion. 

At lhe start of Hajdari's ftınrcral ont 
Monday, nuurners were trying tO 
bring lls coffin into lhe prime mitı- 
sfver’s building wlien guarrls opened 
(ire. Ãn inteıse gun baltle ensued 
and grenades were IHhrawn. 

Far muck uf {he (lay ofder afr 
peared to have cullapscd, with 
amed gangs roaming the cenire of 
Tirma in cas and evcn iı tanks 
conımantleerutl from tbe forces seni 
lo confronl hem. The violence lefl a 
swnihe of tlestructiun through thc 
cily centre, where many velıicles 
were sel on Tire atil sl1ops Îoulecl. 

Nir Berishis ıuen look coıuirol of 
Ihe parliament buikling ancl (he (elo- 
vision acl raclio stations in what lle 
gover'nmıent sald was an atteınplcd 
coup. 

Groups of armed men roamecl 
the strcets of {he capital, some pur- 
suing a political agenda and others 
using the confusion fe loot and 
cause mayhem. 


Nigeria frees Ogonis 


ship, Mosop mounted a national 
and international campaign 
againat pollution of the lands 
of the Š00,000-strong Ogoni 
minority by the oil giant Royal 
Dutch/Shell in the Niger Delta. 

Saro-Wiwa and eight other 
Ogonis were executed in defi- 
ance of worldwide pleas for 
clemency in November 1995. 
Nigeria waa then suspended 
from the Commonwealth and 
sanctions were imposed in a - 
vain and politcally divisive 
attempt to force the country 
back on to the democratdc 
path, س‎ 

According to Mosop, the 20 
were tortured and held in soli- 
tary confinement in insanitary 
conditions, sharing their cells 
with rata, analçes and cock- 
ronches, with their only source 
of water a well used to dump 
dead inmates. 


for land redistribution, il was ac- 
cepted that white farmers would be 
fully compensated. 

The government also agreed to 
deınands that the reform will be car- 
ried otıt in a transparent and ac- 
countable manner, so that corrupt 
officials cannat selze land for them- 
selves, as has happened in recent 


years, : : 
Donors also asked for increased 
ownership of land by women, irr 


IGERIA’S new military 

leader has freed a group of 
Ogonl minority actviats, impris- 
oned with the executed writer 
Ken Saro-Wiwa and held since 
1994 orı charges of murdering 
four pro-government chiefs, It 
was announced last week, 
writes Jan Black. 

They were released by a court 
in the southeastern city of Port 
Harcourt, in a further sign that 
General Ahdulsalami Abubakar 
1s pursuing relatively liberal 


„ policles, 


An initial sfatement jasued by 


the Movement for the Sutvival of 


Ogoni People (Mosop) said tlie 
detainees, who numbered 20 
when they were imprisoned, had 
heen freed unconditionally, It 
later appeared that only 19 bad 
come out of jail, because one 
had died there, 

Under Saro-Wiya's leader- 


Mugabe backs off from threat to seize farms 


Andrew Maldrum In Harare 


IMBABWE'S president, Robert 

Mugabe, has. bowel to inter- 
national pressure to moderate his 
lend redistribution policy. 

Mr Mugabe has oflen vowed that 
his government would not “pay a 
penny for the soll" of white-owned 
land for the resettlement of Back 
peasants, But at the three-day 
donors conference fo raise funds 


Fear as Algeria's leader quits 


violence that has continued to grow 
in scale and barbarism. 

Mr Zeroual believes in accoınmo- 
dlaling Islamist rebels interested in a 
peaceful settlement who Jast year 
threw theîr weight behind a cease- 
fire between the army and the FiS's 
military wing, the Islamic Salvation 
Army (AlS). This has brought hin 
into collision with those dominant 
members of the military hierarchy, 
the so-called eradicators, who want 
to crush the Islamists, . 

Mîr Zeroual's decision to step down 
is reported "to have-come during a 
stormy six-hour meeting last week 
with top commanders headed by 
the chiefofstaff, Miohaned Lamari. 

i was these powerful generals 
who, in 1994, chose him as head of 
state, For them he was a safe, 
uncontroverslal figure whom they 
thought they could Influence. But 
he developed a will of Iıis own, espe- 
cially after his handsome victory in 
the presidential elections of 1995. 

The lıardîliners distrusted his con- 
ciliatory tendencies, Altlough it was 
they wlıo brought off the ceasefire 
with the AIS, Mr Zeroual and his fol 
lowers subsequently souglıt ta turn 
this into a much broader political un- 
derstanding with the Islamists. 

Mr. Zeroual's depariure can be 
geen AS a victory for the "erndica- 
tors”, but hardly a definitive one. It 
is likely to intensify conflicts within 
the regime, aud it ia likely (hese will 
spill into the public arena if the elec- 
tons In February are to be the 
éxpression of "pluralist democracy” 
that Mr Zeroual has called for. 


David Hirst in Belrut 


EN Lamine Zeroual's 
decision io step down before the 
end of his five-year term looks likely 
to weaken Algeria's ırülitary-based 
regime ard further erode domestic 
and internalional confidence in its 
ability to end the gruesome civil war. 

The shock decision, announced 
last weekend, has plunged the coun- 
try into new canfusion and uncer- 
tainty, with all political parties 
holding emergency meetings. and 
warning of chaos, : 

The Algiers newspaper Liberté 
said: “Some will liken this decision 
to that of a captain abandoning ship 
as it fills with water on all sides." 

In addition to the coutinuing 
Islamist terror, the regime now 
faces the danger of serious social 
unresl. The slump jn oil reyenues 
and the converslon to a free-market 
economy under the auspices of the 
International Monetary Fund have 
further increased unemployment. 

Last week the normally subnıis- 
sive trade unlon leadership seemed 
to be threatening a general strike, 
and there are fears of a popular ex- 
plosion comparable to the bloody 
siteet riots of 1988, 

Mr Zeroual, who was due to serve 
until November 2000, sald he would 
hand over power after presidential 
electons in February next year, 

The upheaval echoes events in 
1992 when the military annulled 
elections .which the Islamic Salva 
tion Front (FIS) looked set to win, 
That drove the [Islamists to the 
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hadln scen, insisted {hat it was ia 
nne-sidedl account which inclurlcel 
nG grounds for inıpeaclnent. 

As Congress wenl rough the 
sombre process of preparing fur i 
possibie impeuchincnl, Clinton had 
decidecl un an atklacious and unex- 
pecleel respunse. 

Al a long-scheduled White House 
prayer meeting last Friday, lelevisirl 
live, he Uırew himself on {he mercy 
of his detraclors. “Î nıay nol be quite 
casy with my words today,” lıe 
began. This Liberace of imprumptu 
eloquence had painstakingly wrille nı 
clown his statement after a lung, lale 
night "thinking ancl praying”. 

Then Clinton said sorry to his 
larmily, his Cabinet and tn Lewinsky 
and her family. “I have repented... 
[I1 have] what my Bible calls a ‘bro- 
ken spirit’, an understanding that i 
must have God's help to be the per- 
son that I want to be.” 

lf he intended to draw the 
strongest distinction possible with 
Nixon — who resigned in a mood of 
angry impenitence — then Clinton 
certainly succeeded, His lip 
chewing repentance was brilliant 
and had an immediate effect on 
some critics. 

When the report finally broke, 
the first reaction from Congress- 
men and the publîc was hostile — 
mare so, it seems, than the While 
House was prepared for. 

Through last Friday, Starr's re- 
port was being goggled at on the 
Internet and absorbed by the pub- 
lic. Outside the hub of Washington 1 
sat with some traditional party loyal- 
ists — Peace Corps people, lifelong 


, Democrats and serious Christians 
. — who were simply revolted. Would 


this, they wondered, lead now to a 
return of the radical right, another 


' period of Reagnnomias and Gin- 


grich unbound?..No one should 


' underestimate tle sense of betrayal 


that some of the Clintons' nearest 


` naturaî supporters noty feel. 


The Clintons are fighters and 


` |' comeback artlats, surrounded by |: 
,„ some of the sharpest political minds 


and .best legal advice inı the Western 
world. Last weekend, another enor- 


: mous rebuttal was being launched, 


The smiles were brave, But it will 

never.-be a glad, confident morning 
, again, not for the Clintons. 

in the end there is a simple, flint- 

, hard . question. ‘Can .ã democracy 


` dent? I think the answer is No. 
ت‎ 
Commênt, page 12 . ... 
Washington Post; page 15... 


TS 


inur had been “immoral . . . (lis- 
gracvful", snl Liberman, ancl con 
promised hin moral authority. The 
White Housr's instant reaction was 
humble: "ft is always harclesl lu 
hear criticism fron your friencls,” a4 
spokesman saicl. In Ireland, CHinton 
respoıulecl with a blanık: "Basically, [ 
agree with whal he sid." 

mething, Lhough, secemcerl 10 
have Lurned inside the soul of {he 
Deınaucrats. They were nol going Io 
be so quickly assuaged. Talk of 
impeachment was sucilenly every- 
where in Washingion. 

When he arrivcd home fronı [re 
land, Clinton endured the humilia- 
tion of beg slunned by 
Denmocrals campaigning for state 
gûvernorships. Suddenly, it was as 
though the man whose political lus- 
tre everyone had wanted to share 
was dangerous to be near. 

Then Starr played his final and 
deadliest trick, Washington was still 
sleepily, slowly, returning to work 
after the summer break. Congress- 
men were beginning to discuss what 
to do when the unaltractive fruit of a 
fouryear investigation arrived. Then, 
out of the blue, Starr's deputy called 
the sergeantat-arms in the House. 
The report, he said, would be with 
them in 15 minutes, Starr's staff 
handed over the vast report and 
36 baxes of evidence, with their tales 
qf semen stalns and arm-twisting. 

Then it was up to Congress to de- 
cide what to do. Clinton's legal team 
had expected two weeks ta prepare 
their defence and were still hoping 
to see the report before it was pub- 
lished. 

Suddenly impeachment was not a 
rightwing fantasy but anı imminent 
possibility. Newt Gingrich, the 
Speaker, not known for his generas- 
ity of spirit, urged Congress to show 
restraint. 

The White House, struggling to 


respond to a report Clinton’ still. 


` one,” said Esther Dyaon, a Ven- 


ture capitaliat and Internet guru. 

There were questions about 
the ability of the sometimes frag- 
ile network to handle the volume 
of traffic. Numerous brenk- 
downs; delays anıd other prob- 
lems were reported, 

But many believe the legacy of 


the event will be questions about 
`. | based so: firmly on the rule of law 
; tolerate a perjurer and Jiar as Pres j 


` whether direct access io infor- 
matlon is always a good thing. 
Lycas, a search engine, posted 4 
warning that “Some ofthe con« 


tents of this report may be offen- 


sive.” — Los Angelan Times 


eee | 


The ribald revelations in Starr's 
report make any attempt to hictle beê- 
hind absiruse clefinitions of “sexual” 
look absurcl. Yet, looking lirecily 
inte {he camera, and cleploying his 
mosl quaveringly sincere expres- 
sion, Clinton told America: “I (lid 
not lıave sexual relalions witlı thiıt 
woman, Miss Lewinsky. I never told 
anybody to lie, nol a single tine, 
never." And as late as Friday as1 
week, White House lawyers werte 
still trying lo deploy the same 
bizarre argument: if someone is 
having oral sex with you, you aren't 
having sexual relations with them. 

Some of Clinton's closest advisers 
— including his wife Hillary — put 
everything down to a vast right- 
wing conspiracy. A conspiracy there 
may have been. But there was a 
cigar and a semen-stained dress too, 


Y LAST month, with the 
8 relentless work of the Starr 

team close to conclusion, 
Clinton finally let some of the truth 
spill out. His earlier answers had 
been "legally accurate", he insisted 
— though it would take great char- 
ity to see it that way — but he had 
not volunteered information: "In- 
deed [ did have a relationship with 


[IAN WEEKLY 
ا‎ 20 1996 


ls Clinton facing 
a long goodbye? 


The president must cope with a fallout as his allies feel 
etrayed. Andrew Marr reports from Washington 


to Congressional soapbox moralists, 
was scrabbling to keep a finger on 
the clownhill rush of events, 

The Monica Lewinsky affair was 
a lucky break for Starr, who lıad 
originally been lıired to investigate 
the Whitewater financial affair. For 
four years his large team of lawyers 
had beer grubbing through the 
ropy business background of Clin. 
tonites in Arkansas, struggling with 
lurid rumours about Vince Foster's 
suicide and poring over numerous 
conspiracy and sex stories, 

These investigations had fed, ancl 
been fed by, an acrid swirl of innu- 
endo thal lıas exhausted the Clinton 
actıninist'ation since the nıid-1990g, 
Yet, on the evidence presentecl by 
Starr last week, until Lewinsky 
came on the scene, there was noth- 
ing that warranted impeachment. 
The Starr report reads, at tines, 
lke a barlly written novel, It tells of a 
naive though not gutless girl who 
was seduced by Clinton, then fell in 
love witli hiın. 

IL is ensy to make too much of the 
"sordid" nalure of their sex: there 
are few ùf us who, if our sex lives 
were recortled in detail and posled 
on the Internet, would meet our col 
leagues’ gaze the uext morning. 
Eventually, and inevitably, Lewinsky 
blabbed to an embittered ex-While 
House employee, Linda Tripp, who 
tape some 18 hours of conversa: 
tion with her. Tripp, the unforgiving 
Fury, then went to Starr, Clinton's 
smirkingly relentless Nemesls. 

No wonder Clinton panicked. 
According to Starr, he migused his 
office and employees, tried to per- 
suade Lewinsky to perjure herself, 
and attempted to get her a job. As 
with Watergate, though history was 
repealing itself as farce, the original 
offence mailtered less than the 
attenıpt to hide it. 

Clinton had been pursued by sex 
allegalions ever since his first presi- 
dential campaign. He had come 


ton today lhere are plenty of 
people wonclering whether 
| Ken Starr's report matters a damn. 

Anerica's middle classes are bask- 
I ing in the country’s secondl-longest 
Î stwar boom, unetniployment is 
| kw and iltere is a buclgetary sur- 
iÎ pus for the first time İn 30 years. 
| Fr millions of Americans, Bill 

(into has bcen the presiclenl of 
۰ wod times, and they are reluctant 
Î see (he back of him. His excellent 
Î wll ralings arr now softening, and 
j hr has at time looked [riendless on 

tapilol Hill, but few seem eager to 

s€ biin go — just when the cco 

Î mic clouds are gathering. What 
ies a litle slavering in tlıe Oval 
Uffice matter beside any of thal? 

In the lef, though, Clinton's cerit- 
i dk whether his fulure malter's 
“ra different reason. Since the cap- 
rvof Congress by the Republicans 
n Tkeeenıber 1904, his iervention- 
it instincls have been largely 
tucked; his health reforms col. 
Ipsed; he las made virtually ıo 
ogress in tackling poverly or envi- 
rinmental problems. 

„As the columnist Alexander 
| xkburn put il brutally: "There 
' 335 grave talk of the 'agony’ of the 
, ı5 seven months, of the ‘distrac- 
un’ of the Lewinsky affair, whim- 
ferings that we return to ‘the 
Mporlant issues’, What important 
‘Sues? This country's political cul- 
e is dedicated to the refusal to 
ı «uss any such issues, or even to 
'#lmilihat they exist." 

7 Yel, within a few days, all these 

' jections to Congress getting the 
! lewinsky obsession, selfinterested 
: î high-minded, were unceremoni- 
| sly elbowed aside. The months 
uring which the White House had 

ped that constant atlacks on the 

۱ Tlves of the unpopular Starr, the 
Miependent prosecutor, could 
joie bury this were suddenly 

Bolten. The arrival of detailed 


0 N THE streets of Washing- 


reached past her at the rope line to |. 
shake hands with another gues | 
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him". Clinton replied that he "coulli 
not do so because of the possibk 
a Hy 
winsky's acts, 

the one she coımınitted le 
18, 1996, was tlıe ınost public, when 
she got into a cocktail parly for 
major political donors, The Starr 
report says: “According to Ms 
Lewinsky, when the president 


characteristically coy about this eru- 
cial detail, it is fairly clear tlıat it was 
Lewinsky’s decision: to talk to Linda 
Tripp thal has led to the crisis now 
engulfing Washington. 

On a number of occasions the 
report records Clinton asking 
Lewinsky whether she had talked to 
anyone about their relationship. In 
April or May 1997, for example, a 
full 18 months after their affair 
began, “the presiclent asked if she 
had told her mother about their inti- 
mate relationship", Lewinsky 
replied: “Of course nolL" Aş Ile 
report says, Lewinsky had been 
telling all to her mother front the 
beginning. 

Between 1995 and 1998, Starr 
says, “Ms Lewinsky confided in 11 
pcople abou her relalionship with 
the presidenl", All 11 were ques- 
tioned by Starr's team, moat in front 
of the grand jury. lf Clinton is a 

serial adulterer, Lewinsky is a serial 
blabbermouth. 

No one reading the report can be 
in ınuchı (iouıbt that Lewinsky fell in 
love with Clinton. But slıe ia also a 
sexual initiator, aııd she reveals 
herself as massively self-centred. 
Though the report records frequent 
evidence of Clinton's sense of gullt 
about tlie relationship, including 
lwo occasions on which he broke 
off the liaison, there is no evidence 
that Lewinsky ever fell or expressed 
aly inoral cloubts about what was 
happening, 

Within û ınonth of her arrival in 
the While House in July 1995, slıe 
began "intense flirting” with Clin- 
ton. She pushed herself into lis 
presence and his line of sight, 

On November 15, 1995, in what 
Starr describes as the first sexual 


the slaps of her thong underwear, 
which extended above her pants." 

The affair then began, with Clin- 
ton often expressing misgivings 
which he (hen disregarded and 
Lewinsky expressing none at all. A 
few months later, in February 1995, 
comes the first mention of the now 
celebrated cigar. Lewinsky took the 
initiative here as well. 

Two weeks later, Clinton told her 


that he "no longer felt right about 
their intimate relationship and he 
had to put a stop to it”, 

But Lewinsky was not deterred, 
‘There continued to be this sort of 
flirtation." Time and again she made 
sure that Clinton knew she was 
around and available. When she 
telephoned Clinton in Septentber 
1996, "she told the president that 
she wanted to have iuıtercourse with 


ica Lewinsky has become the 
most famous woman in America, 

Video footage of her lugging Bill 

Clinton has been endlessly replayed 

in every corner of the globe, many 

times a day, 

She has been plıotagraphed en- 
tering buildings, leaving buildings, 
at restaurants and theatres, nnd on 
one Occasion posing on a California 
beaclı. Sle has beer the subject of 
websites, rap lyrics, medla arl aca 
dlemic analysis, and of endless jokes 
and speculalion. 

Yel until the pırblicaltion of the 
Slarr report last week, there exlsterl 
no pttblic record of anything . lhat 
Lewinsky has ever said, or anything 
that might yield an insight into {he 

character and behaviour of this otlı- 
erwise two-dimensional icon who is 
on Ihe verge of destroying BII Clin- 
lon's presidency. 
The Starr report changes all that. 
To a renıarkable degree, and as its 
thousands of meticulous motnoles 
attest, fhe report is based on Lewin- 
sky's iwo long sessions of evidence 
lo the Washington grand jury in AÃAu- 
BlisL, as well as 15 Jays of private in- 
terviews with Kennelh Starr's 
lawyers, starting on July 27. Lewin- 
sky is principal witness in tlie 
report, 1tl until she signs a book 
cleal and begins to do media inter- 
views, the report is ihe prince 
wilness on her, 

The woınan who enterges fron] a 
detailed rearling of the report is 
bath a protagonist and an initiator 
— (leserving a very large share of 


N JUSTover elght months, Mon- 


she reached out and touched his 
crotch in a ‘playful’ fashion." 

Clinton told Starr on August 17:] 
ڪڪ‎ never should have started lt, and ] 
6 E E certainly shouldn't have started il 

E: 1 E back after I resolved not to in 1996." 

0 But restart it he did, allowing 

Lewinsky to take oral sex to comple 

tion for the first time on February 

28 last year, when she was wearing 
the celebrated blue dress, 

Two nmontlıs later, Clinlon again 
broke off the relationship, shorlly 
after Lewinsky lied to him about not 
telling her mother. “The presiderıl 
explained tlıey had to end their 
relationship. Earlier in his ıarrîage, 
he told her, he had had hundreıts of 
affairs: but since turning 40, he had 
made a concerted effarl to be 
faithful.” | 

Hearing of her (lismissal from the | 
While House, Lewinsky bursl int 
tears and offered to stay withuul 
pay. 

In November last year whwn she 
was denied enirance 160 the White 
House, Lewinsky, in her own words, 
went ballisiic. Wlıen she nexl saw 
Clinton, she again ufferecl linn oral . 
sex, wlıich he refused. : 

Poor Monica? Ur, as the gift nnıg | 
ahe gave Clinton from Calitoruia 
sair, Santa Monica? Aıı office re 
mance ur the fruils of office? Presi’ 
dential power or girl power? 

The Clinton-lewinsky relalion- 


Ms Lewinsky that was not appropri- 
ate. In fact, it was wrong ... I misled 
people, including even my wife." 

For many,., Clinton's apology 
seemed forced and not fully sincere. 
But now came repeated apologies 
— and, like the earlier lies, each 
mare vehement than its predeces- 
gor. Then came “Clinton's Apology 
— the World Tour" to Russia and 
Ireland. It cut little mustard with his 
party back home. . 

‘The most damaging attack, which 
set the tone for much of what fol- 
lowed, came from Joseph Lieber 
man, a close ally of Clintan for many 
years.and a man of great authority 
in the party. The president's behav- 


rges of perjury, abuse of office 
„û ilneSs tampering were like a 
nl bucket of cold water. This was 
mus, after all, 
۱ all great political scandals the 
ic tend to latch on to colourful 
ا‎ and slide past the essence, 
Fe loo, All the carefully cross-ref- 

! frenced sex Scenes, the touching of 
ls, lhe notquite-orgasms, the 
OuS Cigar, are in the report for 
ا ا‎ to show .that the presi- 
"EU, on oath. Constitutionally, 
Rally, this is not a story about love 
Sx, but about trust and perjury. 
i I to the Marines: it was the 
E out of the novelistic detail 
tnlhralled Washington last 

rc od, transfixed the political 
. #5 and sent the White House 
opti desperate defence-mode., 
tijteg their gravest, trembly 


welunrpg O HEFS for the television. 


close to humiliation during the 
Paula Jones case. This was thrown 
out, but not before he faced a seri- 
ous threat of having to expose him- 
self before witnesses looking for 
“distinguishing marks” on lıis penis.. 
This time it was worse, ‘ There 
were tapes, accumulated details and 
eventually depositions, “1s it possi- 
ble that Monica was lying?” asked 
one anguished Clinton supporter 
last week, echoing the hopes of 
many. The short answer is No. And 
if she wasn't lying, he was. He lied 
on oath to Jones's lawyers; he lied to 
his Cabinet. And, of coursê, he lied 
to the American people — on na- 
tonal television. EE 1 


f 


lırown into the ring. First came the 


commissioners. Finally, but probably 
friends of Neil Kinnock, the former 


nıost {mpartant, the mernber siales 
will be asking themselves if this is 
aimed at shifting the balance of 
power between their own Council of 
Ministers and the Comnıission İjsel 

That has always been the con 
cern of Britain, and of Sir John herf 
current head of the Foreign Officê, 
whose great skill is to present ihe 
traditional pragmatic British ques 
tion — will it work? : 

We shall learn next month, when 
the heads of government mert 
their special sumnmlt on how 
bring Europe closer to its people, 


rent transport commissioner, to say 
that he would be the perfec candi- 
date to be the new super-commis- 
sioner in charge of EU foreign 
policy. Then the Germans, just 
slightly anticipating the outcome of 
their September 27 election, said 
Monika WulFMathies would be just 
right as supercommissioner for 
competition and the internal market. 

With their eye to the imminent 
next round of Gatt world trade nego- 
tiations, the French are dithering 


1 ııe 


Clicking frenzy on the Net 


between going for the irade empire | what they think and what they want Warned America . th HE ONLINE posting of the ‘The posting on the House of 
that Sir Leon Brian carved out, or However, they will probably let about to repeat “unseemly alle. independent coungel’s report |. Representatives Website created 
trying for the new job of super- | their staff Jraft some anodyne | o, Which some viewers may | was widely seen as a defining . ., | a clicking frenzy as millions 
commissioner for finance and mon- | uplifting words, and get on wilh : e 5 nl o hear". Congressmen | moment for the Internet, torltea | sought a look at the fruits of 
etary affairs. real business of getting to know HC i E o express their personal | Greg Miller. . . . |. Starr's investigation, 

But Santer's scheme is likely to | new German Chancellor, or telling . kg O Shock.. There wag a relent- It had the media spotlight to : . But cyberspace’s coming of 
run İnto five different layers of | Helmut Kolıl how pleased they bout gj ET aling sense of drama | itself for afew hours on Friday .. | age was uncomfortable for many 
opposition. First, the anıaller mem- Î to see him back. But do not uf I" hi President's ordeal that, to |. last week as the US Congress prominent exponents, who re- 
ber states are unlikely to swallow | estimate the lobbying power of "n fi Odserver, echoes the sud- | unleaghed the lurid. details of , gretted that the Net's display of 
any plan that threatens to give the ‘mandarins, and the enduring ا‎ halcher Oxysms. of Margaret | Kenneth Starr’s report on the power was centred on such an 
bigger countries an automatic lock Î their insistence on a grand ls Nar qT rmiership, as well as | only medium equipped to con- | unseemly episocle, “This is a 
on the new top jobs...Second, the | vision exerts on the senior off ê, 8 fall in 1974. Every- | .vey the document so.instantly. defining moment for the Internet, 
implicit downgrading. of the other Î..of Europe's institutions. „JIN the White House lawyers: and exhaustively.:. ..: -.... ., | butnotnecessarily a proud 


` British Labour party leader and cur- 


Europeans who care about these 
things would agree, but they are not 
sure whether it ınalters. Europe's 
main policy course is set to the sin- 
gle currency, and to the harmonised 
economic policies and struciures it 
implies, and then to a slow enlarge- 
ment lo the east over the next 1) 
years or so. By then we shall proba- 
bly see a steady accumulation by 
habit of increasingly common for- 
eign policies antl a more effective 
and popıırlar Parliament, 

But the chaps who run things 
ıow are frustrated by the slow pace. 
The Commission president, Jacques 
Santer, has already suggested a new 


ministers o act as an almost per- 
manent Council of Ministers, And 
since he seeş little prospect of any 
country giving up its own commis- 
sioner, lıe has also let his staff leak 


The new top level bureaucrats 


.executive body of depuly prime 


a scheme for a new layer of super- 
commissioners as a rational goverı- 
ing structure for Europe. 


would be called vice-presidenls, and 


sion are around 2003. The Slovenes, 
only 2 million people and already 
well integrated into the Austriaı, 
Gertnar and Italian economies, may 
squeeze in around that lime —- if 
only to demonstrate Europe's good 
faith to the other candidate nıem- 
bers. The others will have to walt 
until Europe has digested its single 
currency and reformed its infaınous 
agricultural programnıe. 

But the grand mandarins will not 
be denied. For Jacques Delors, for- 
mer president of the Commission, 
"it is patently clear that already at a 
membership of 15 the system no 
longer gives satisfaction. The 
machine has seized up, despite the 
efforts of the Commission. The 
decision-making process suffers a 
(louble lack of efficlency and of 
transparency.” 

Delors sees three problenıs, 
First, 20 conımnissioners {one for 
each country and a second for ench 
of thê big ones) are too many, with 
enlargement threatening to expand 
it towards 30, Second, the Council 


the responsibility for starting the | encounter belween Cli 
. 1 relationship, for being at Lewinsky, she again a : 1 Clin bE 
about il and tor puslıing it forwards lact with the president and, then, 0 : د‎ ui J n oil ihe 
0 E a 1 within minutes, "she raised ler ا ا‎ + 20 | president e the woman who 
1 ough ihe Starr report is ıın- | jucket in tle back and slhıowed lıim Lewinsky: a protagonist and an initlator in relationship with Clinton wanted it all — Munica Lewinsky. 
1 
' EU fiddles whi 8 pile Connie | 10 commissioners v 
ur of them woııld join the Commis- | 16 commissioners virtually forces 
d 6S while east and west burn sion's presiclent in the inner circle. | then io lobby against the scheme. 
3 The current draft plan suggests one Û Third, the candidate countries for 
applicatiorı to join the European | of Ministerg — where the member Î for foreign affairs, one for financial | EU nıembership have no voice a8 
: Union alter its change of govern- | slates meet and act — is too con- | matters, one for lrade issues, and one Î yet. But they instinctively suspect 3 
( ment last week, but you would look cerned with asserling its authority Î for competition and the internal EU Î scheme that looks like a ploy to 
: long aıtd lard around Brussels to over the Conımlsslon and over the - -market. Ench of the vice-presidents keep them out of important jobs. 
2 find an informecl Peron who would Î European Parliament, and no longer | would then coordinate the work of Fourth, the European Parliament 
1 bet 2n any enlargement during the | steers by a vision of Europe. Third, | the junior commissioners in his or Î will want to think long and hafd | 
۴ term of tlhe current European Come the Parliament is too weak and too her field or, for example, foreign | about a reform that appears to shift 
iuısslon or of the next one, which | fractious — Europe-wide political aid, transport or consumer affalrs, so much power to a amall group 
i will take us past 2005. patties have yet to cohere, let alone around the Commission president, 
: The Poles, Czechs, Hungarians campaign together on single policy N O SOONER had the plan leaked Î which could dowıgrade their oı 
۱ and Estonians cling to the public as- platforms, than the hats began to be power to summon and quiz individual 
surances that target dates for acces- Most of the tiny proportion of 


Martin Walker 


[D ERHAPS the most characteris- 
lic feature of the grand man- 
dlarins of Europe is the purity of 
their obsession. The great neiglı- 
bour to the east may be ıneltiny 
down intû a puddle of roubles and 
vodka, aııd the great partner to the 
west may be plunging into tlie hys- 
terlcs of legalised regicide, But nei- 
ther Boris Yeltsin's woes nor Bill 
Clinlon's sexual peccadillos lis. 
hacted Europe's great and good at 
the Palais "Egmont in Brussels last 
weck from their work of remodel. 
Hing the staterooms on fhe Titanic. 
They met to consider “the 
pnolitico-ingtitutional challenges ancl 
۳ implications of Europe's enlarge- 
1 ment”, This is hardly a pressing 
Issuê, “Malta iay have revived its 
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UK NEWS 9 
In Brlef 


LAGRA, the anti-Impotence 

pill, was banned on the 
National Health Service by the 
Government just daya before it 
is due to be licenaed in Britain 
while Whitehall decides what to 
do about the potentially huge bill 
for prescribing the rug. 


OLICE arrested a 31-yenr- 

old man in connection with 
the murders of threc friends at 
their flat in Slough, Berkshire, 
The suapect, named as Alan 
Hobbs, was detained after an 
undercover pollce operation 
following a tip-off. 


AVID SHAYLER, the rene- 

gaclc MI5 officer wha has 
made allegations of mismanage- 
ment and incumpeterıce iı» the 
agency, and faces cxu'adition 
from France, has put an open 
letter oıı the Internet to his for- 
mer hoss, calling for reform of 
tıe Official Secrets Act, 


HE first elections fur Lon- 

dons mayor and council are 
to be pul back, from November 
1909 to May 2000, because of 
the anticipated baltle tu get legyin- 
lıtion through the Housc of 
Lorcls following Tuny Blairs de- 
cision ta aboliah hercditary 
peerugeN next yeulr. 


FERIS PATTEN, the last ov- 

ernor of Hong Kong, ruled 
himself oul us a future lcader of 
the Conservative party, declar- 
ing that he would visit Downing 
Street “only as a guest of the 
prime minister, Willlam Hague”, 


ICK LEESON, the trader 

who broke Britain's oldeat 
merchant bank, Barings, will not 
be released froin jail earlş’ de- 
apite suffering from cancer of 
the colon, the Singaporean au- 
thoritesa ruled. 


A N £800 million programme 
to tackle problems from bad 
housing and health to education 
and crime was unveiled by the 
Prime Minister to help the poor- 
est communities, 


1 NTERNATIONAL computer 
networks muat not be tısed to 
peddle racleat, tlıreatening and 
abusive material, the Home 
Secretary, Jack Straw, said. The 
Natlonal Criminal Intelligence 
Service had a “key role” in 
bringing Iuaternet racists to 
juatice. ك‎ 


ٍ TALIAN authorities have jailed 
a Brillah woman for'11 years, 
claiming ahe was thë brains be- - 
hind a plan to amuggle 150 kila- 
gramas'öof cöcaine into'the | ' . 
country, Ruth Sandberg; aged - 
36; malntains ahe has-been : 
framed by the jealous ex-wife of 
her former lover, a Neapolitan ' 
petty criminal... i" :' ° | 


۲ E KEFTE 2 3 
Ss IR RALPH FREEMAN, the’ ` 
mani behind engineering : ' 


projects such as the Forth Road .. | 


Bridge and the Hüınber Bridge; 
until this yèéar the world’s :' 
' longest, has dled aged 87: 


FHT, JANN F ERRINTHARE] 


Mg lb be good bhumourel. “voy 
thosr who in ihe referenchen ca 
palgn were campaigning on û No 
lickel were talking abt Lhe nulls 
ane bulls. I seems to me hey lave 
finally aceepled the referemlum oul 
come ind wurling within the cun- 
lexl uf lie agreeıuernt." 

But Ian Paisley's plan to accep 

his party's lwo executive places anl 
then refuse to sit with Sinn Fein will 
cause Mr Trimble dlilficulies,. if 
cull force his unionist backers [u 
vite the Demecratic Unionist pariy 
oul uf governıpent, while allowing 
Sinn l'ein to stay. 
@ Six terrorists jailed for a total of 
37 years walked free from the Maze 
in Northern Ireland last week, the 
first paranıilitary prisoners to bene- 
fit from the controversial acceler- 
ated release programme that forms 
a kêy part of the Good Friday agree- 
ment. More than 200 paramililary 
prisoners, including loyalist mass 
murderer Michael Stone and tie 
IRA Brighton bomber Patrick 
Magee, are expected to be freed 
within the next two months, 


but they made history 


left, and Ulster First Minister David Trimhle 


lhe way lar IRA decnmmissioniny, 

It was Mr Adams who lurnetl tu 
his dliclionary of quoatalions 14 (le- 
seribe {le meeting. It was, hı aid, 
ihe first sfc of Ihe journey he 
hoped winld lead to nalimunlisls, 
unionists, republicans andl loyalists 
pearefllly ve-exisling. 

He quoted from Abraham Lin 
coln's secoıkl inaugural arllress in 
I$ as the American civil war 
ended. “Wilh nutlice towartls nunc: 
witl charity [or all; with firmness in 
the riglıt . . . let us strive on to finish 
the work we are in: to bind up Lhe 
nation's waınds . . . to do all whiclı 
may aclıieve . . . a just and a lasting 
peace.” 

On Monday Northern Ireland’s 
new assembly met for the first time. 
It was, most pundits agreed, fear- 
somely dull. That, though, is a mea- 
sure of how much progress has 
been made, and why the latest 
attempt at devolviııg power alter 26 
years of direct rule is destined to 
work. 

Mir Trimble later thought it had 
all gone well. He believed the meet: 


Sinn Fein president Gerry Adama, 


aclivily' Ihat it is all going 1u emrl. It's 
All ending now and we must there 
lure ser in a reasonably shor'l lime 
the inevitable dealing with the con 
seflCNMCES.™ 

He surprisecl nationalisl opinion. 
He annnuncecl that lhe firsl mveting 
uf the Nurth-South ministerial coun- 
cil, long-resislecl by unionists, woul(l 
lake plare within the next monllı or’ 
s0, 

The Trimble-Adams meeling fol- 
lowell a more formal summit, witlı 
civil servants and secretaries that 
lastecl 4Û minutes. Then Mr Trimble 
ancl Mr Adaıns stepped togellıer 
into an ante-room, Although they 
hardly left as bosom chums, both 
were clearly pleased. 

In the choreographed puslı for 
progress, no one was much sur 
prised that Ronııie Flanagan, Royal 
Ulster Constabulary’s chlef consta- 
ble, touk the opportunity to ali 
nouııtce that he was ending all 
weekend security patrols in Belfast. 
He confirmed that troop levels iıı 
Northern Ireland — currently 
16,000 — could soon be cut, paving 


One, a former academic lawyer; | 


GUARDLAN WEEFLY 
sarıamber 20 1848 


John Mullin 


N A drinks room decorated in 

tasteful pink and cream, the lwo 

men were alone at last. Gone 
«eré colleagues, advisers and note- 
ıkers. They spoke for 35 minutes, 
ly momentous times. 


the other, a one-time barman. Today 
they lead Ulster unionism and Irislı 


tine those incumbents had met in 
three-quarters of a century. 

Lavidl Trimble, Northern I[re- 
kıl's First Minister, and Gerry 
Adams, Sinn Feln president, still 
have lo shake hands, but their first 
facein-face mecting last week was 
rivil enough. They even took lhe 
apjwrtunlly to try out each other's 
Iirst uamıes. 

Nothing nwuch was decided. The 
decommissioning of IRA weapons is 
sll Ihe slunıbling block as Sinn 
Fein pushes to join the power 


lıminaled the conversation. But 


fF lul he nceting took place at all 


«as progress, 

Bulh men searched for positive 
dexriptions of their encounter. 
uy agreed it was cordial, con- 


: triklive ancl business-like. 


Mr Adams praised Mr Trimble, 
he first Ulster Unionist leader tn 
nmevl 1 Sinn Fein leader since 1:. 
He believed nıe other member of Mr 
Trinble's parly could have brouglıl 
il sn far so quickly, 

Mr Adams said: "He is a man | 
tan ılo business with; he is a man ] 
have io do business with; and he is n 
man who I will do business with. 
This is more important taut the per- 
nalities involved. This is not about 
ıı¢ ûr David Trinıble. It's about our 
ihildren and it's about our future.” 

Mr Trinıble was waving an olive 


branch toû, and he had left off his 


voured barbed wire wrapping for 
t His words on deconmissioning 
vere measured, clothed in the lan- 
Klağe ûf reason. He avoided using 
e lerm "terrorists", He made it 
clear he was not seeking their 
wurrender" or “humiliation”, 

Mr Trimble said: "There is a reall- 
stlon among all those people wlio 
avê been involved iıı Paraınilitary 


End declared | World Service to reflect new Britain 


nulticultural society which values 
tolerance and is a centre for creativ- 
ity and innovation.” 

In view of the recent unpopularity 
ofthe sudden alterations to the Radio 
4 schedule, changes will be brought 
in slowly. Tlie BBC said: “Research 
is under way to find out what auıdi- 
ences are saying, and what they say 
will influence our decisions.” 

John Beyer, director of the Na- 
tonal Yîewers” and Listeners’ Asgo- 
ciatlon, was not convinced that the 


changes would result in an Iimprove- 


ment. “This notion of updating can 
often mean Impoverishing the ser- 
vice. People who listen to the World 
Service are very. sensitive to 
change. They rely on it for the seri 


ous news it provides; and if that igs di- 
luted in any way thei} loyal listeners. 


wlll probably be very distressed.” ' 
But a Foreign Offite spokesnıan 


was more positive. “This'fits In witli: 
what we are doing oursetlvês, trying’ 
to improve ‘the way ‘Britain 18 .pêr' 


' celyved oversèas. The impression 


that many people have ia still'a bit' 


out of date; We don't want tû disèard 
our’ heritage; - but. we shouldn't 
. İnore the present” oe ۰ 


Ãn extensive programnıe of lls- 
tener research convinced the ser- 
vice that its style needed to change. 
Alan Booth, controller of marketing, 
explained: “People want reliable 
news, analysis and information they 
can trust, but they don't like being 
lectured, they want a friendlier tone. 

“We have been seen as reliable 
buf dull, so we are trying to be more 
friendly, in a relaxed, local radio 
style. The news needs to lighten up 

' by having slıorter items and more 
lifestyle pleces.” 1 

' Research with focus groups 
suggested fiıat listeners in Russia 

: regarded the World Service as a 
“thing of the past", while some 

` Americans saw it as a "colonial irrel- 
evance", ' ا‎ : 

Caroline Thomson, deputy mai 
aging director of the service, which 
began broadcasting as the Empire 
Service some 5Û years ago, said: 
"Our research slows a close associ- 

' dtion between people's perception of 
BBC .World Service and people's 
perception: of Britain, Our alm 1s to' 
bulld an image ‘which, while inspir- 


.Î' ing trust, also reflects a cohtempo-' 
' f rary Britain as an outward-lobking, 


HE BBC World Service is to be 
rebranded to give it a more 
modern flavour — sweeping away 
the “bowler hat and umbrella” image 
in favour of a friendlier local radio 
style, writes Amelia GenHemas. 
Concerned that its distant and 
excêssively serious tone was allenat- 
ing its audience around the world, 
the World Service has decided to 
lghten up in order to win 'back lis- 


teners. The fierce battle with tele ' 


vision, whicl has' ‘recently 
intensified in ‘some parts of the 
world, meant that ' the service's 
global' audience dropped by bout 2 
million listeners from 1995 to 1997. 

The service aims to project a 


more youthful image that vill reflect ' 


Britain's “outward "looking, multi: 


cultural society". These 'clianges |: 
Î reflect a’ similar Foreign ‘Office 


girategy aimed at improving perce p- 
lions of Britain ovefkèas and ‘pro- 
moting the country’s “modern 


Î identity” abroad: They cormie' in ‘the 


wake of the Governments decisloti 


Î to ‘increase its grant to ‘the’ World ! 


Service by £44.2 million over three 
years, taking the' taxpayèrs' cont: 
bution to £176 million in 1999, 1 


lo ‘jail works: 


'| jP To 
ەر‎ shoul 


20,000 prison inmates 
3 be released and dealt 
1 more effectively by being 
On conimunity punishınents, 
0 rly group of MPs said last 


The 


¢ rise in prison popula- 
€ past five 
: ilar 6G, 0U *iş a 
chino ullln, the coınmittee 
Aan, said that the report had 
2 Unanimous: *] would ‘like to 
. i that this report marks the 


nal end of 
hilosophy," ° the ‘prison works 


1 epubiicanism, and this was the first 


„sharing executive, and those issues 
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cCcary ties the No handshake, 


knot discreet) 


Jamie Wlison 


“e 
W OULD she or wouldn't ah! 

That was the question on 
everybody’s lips outside the piçi 
tureaque cliıurch in Little : 
Marlow, Buckinghamahire, lası 
Sunday. Not that there WaS any 
doubt that Scary Spice, aka 
Melanie Brown, would be mar 
rying her Dutch dancer Jimmy 
Gulzar. But would Scary invite 
Ginger ex-Spice (aka Geri 
Halliwell)? 

Apparently nat. Apart fram the 
three other members of the 
group and Posh Spice Victorin 
Adams's flancé David Beckham, 
it was a celebrity-free zone. 

The wrought iron gates to Ms 
Brown's £2.5 milllon mansion 
had been hung with white sheets 
since the previous Friday niglıl. 
Covered walkways, constructed 
especially for the occasion, 
linked the church to the man- 
sion to keep the prying eyes af 
the press away because ON! 
magazine had piy'edl a reputed 
£350,000 for exclusive rights. 

The Reverend Sue Irwin con- 
dıuctecdl the ceremony, and it 
about 4pm Scary finally got whal 
she really really Wanted. 

PHOTTIAAPH AUSTIN HSE gd ° 


into ihe box ilıree tlmes a day ir 
steal of sanıpling thelr blood. 

As with most good ideas, the vur 
cepl is old. In medieval times. 


odours were used in diagnosis. Bul f 
it took the inspiration of the man |, 


they now call “the father of the elt 
tronlc nose" to turn ancient wisdom. 
into a potential breakthrough. f 
Biochemist George Dodds is 1 
world authority on odour and olfaw 


tion science. In 1970, he published ' | yı 


the first description of a sensor §J% 
tem that coulcl lead to the manul® 
ture of an artificial nose, He is 00 
research aııd development directo" 


of Kiotech International plc,  . | 


British company that will hold 1 
per cent of BodiTech to Inıperidls : 
49 per cent. 
Imperial is putting in the expêf i 
tise of top scientists İn E 1 
ınore different fields, from eleclne 
engineering to biochemistry Û 


medicine. The first clinical trials arê | 


expected within lwo years af 
first devices ready within five yel 
The market is calculated to be p+ 
tentially worth £13 billion sof 
wide, just within medical circles. 


Imperial team, said the device 
would tell the doctor whether anti- 
biotics would help or not, “It will not 
only tell the difference between a 
virus [on which antibioHcs have no 
effect] and bacteria, but it will tell 
the doctor which type of bacteria is 
present and which antibiotic will be 
of most help,” he said. 

Over-prescribing would stop as 
patients would be able to read their 
own breathalyser and recognise 
that antibiotics were not required. 

Asthma affects up to 20 per cent 
of children and about 5 per cent of 
adults. The infection İt causes in the 
lungs gives off vapours which the 
breathalyser could detect and mea- 
sure. “İt will tell you whether the İn- 
haled steroid level should be 
adjusted," said Professor Open- 
shaw. 

The future looks even more ex- 
traordinary, if the scientists are 
right. There is a recognised smell 
associated with liver failure which 
even has a name — foetor hepaticus., 
Patients with renal failure have a 
musty smell. Diabetics with high 
sugar levels might be able to blow 


= 


Breath detector ‘can diagnose disease’, 


Sarah Boseley 


ب ا 
A LUTIONARY device that‏ 
will tell a doctor wlıat is wrong‏ 
and which drugs to prescribe from‏ 
the smell of the patients breath ]s‏ 
being developed by a team of top‏ 
scientists at one of Britain's leading‏ 
universities,‏ 

Development of the diagnostic 
breathalyser is being compared to 
the invention of the thermometer. 
Within a few years, not just every 
general practitioner but every home 
could have one, 

So sure are the sclentisls from 
Imperial College of Sclence, Teclı- 
nology and Medicine, London, of 
the importance of their project that 
last week they took the unprece- 
dented step of launching an all 
British company called BodîTech to 
develop the hand-held machine 
which they belleve will save the 
world billions of dollars and safe- 
guard the future of antibiotics. 

Peter Openshaw, a specialist in 
respiratory medicine, Honorary 
Consultant Physician at St Mary's 
Hospital, Paddington, and one of the 
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1 
out". Their re-employment oi 
the nornıal ا‎ 0 pay and cond ! 
: le ubious. 
۰ r the shortage ا‎ 
` pérmanent heads was low pay. ا‎ 
head of a small prirınary on ê mM" | 
, mum of £29,355 a year Was a 
22 þer cent less than the gol i 
, for jobs of ‘similar respons | 
. said Mr Hart. : 


. colng i 
“Since hendship : . js golnE 
` determine whether'tlıe Govern: i 
. hits or rilsses: its targels ge 8 
. next election,:1 think the UO, 


, ment wili be well advised to PY Pîri 
tieular attention to hie problem. [di 
;.not think, the ‘Government, f 
ı has got éndughi lie left, Mr 
` gad. .:' ا‎ 2 N 


head over the past year received 
more tlıan 10 applications — Ile 
"absolute rock bottonı figure" for 
governors wanting an :adequate 

choice for shortlisting, 
Nearly two-thirds ofl these 
schools were obliged: to re-adver- 
tise, and 43 ‘per cent’ failed tb ap- 
point. “Agencies providing schools 
with temporary -staff. are ‘no’ longeı" 
limiting ihemselves to teachers. 
` They are providing locum: heads-to 
' work for a term or two — anid they 
, are telllhg us they i caniiot: find 
enough of theıi? to' meet demand," 
E E 8 


Sorne ’ locunıs Fiad retited’-tarly;’ 
' taking’ enhaiced'.pehsjorig ori’ the 
grounds that they’ nwiére" “butned "| 


«| MrHattsaid:.. ° , : 


Retired teachers hired to fill recruitment gaps 


John Carvel 


ا کہ کے ا 
HOUSANNDS of schools have‏ 
started term without a perma-‏ 

nent head because of a recruitment 


. crisis, the National Association of 


Head'‘Teachers warned last week. 
David Hart, its general secretary, 

said that iıı parts of London and {he 

Southeast; schools were having to 


, hire locuıms, usually retired teach- 
Ga provided by agencies, 


"Acting heads or locum heads are 


; no doubt doing their best, but. they: 
: are no substitute’ for a. permanent 


He said’ recruitment waa. in its 
Worst slate yol Ohly 5 -peı"centiof. 


` head,” he said,‘ . 0 


win if, said it was certain of doing so 
at the next election. 


EOPLE LIVING in Scotland are 

ımuclı more likely to take their 
own lives than people inı other parts 
of Britain. According to the Office 
of National Statistics, male suicides 
in Scotland in 1994-96 were more 
than öÛ per cent higher than in 
Brilain as a whole; female suicides 
were 70 per cent higher, 

In England, the highest suicide 
rates were lo be found in tlıe North- 
west region, and Manchester was 
lhe worst local authority area, witlı 
415 suicides bcelween 1991 anıl 
1896. One study estimated tliat one 
in 10 Maııchester ımen was clinically 
depressed. 

The city also has the highest 
nırırtber of registered disabled and 
people permanently sick or jobless, 
antl the lowest number of cars per 
capita in the country, 


An wito liecl to doctors 
about her age to become 
Brilain's oldest testtube mother 
llıree years ago is to have a second 
child, just two months before her 
S6tlı birtlıday. 

Pauline Lyon, [ron Canr 
bridgeshire, who gave birth to her 
daughter, Lauren, a month before 
her S2nd birthday, is due to repeat 
the experience in March. Il will 
nıake her the second oldest woman 
to be given successful testtube 
treatment in Britain after Elizabeth 
Buttle, who had a son in J anuary at 
the age of 60. 


es ROYAL Opera House, 
Covent Garden, stunned the 
arts world by announcing that there 
will be no opera performances next 
year. The move iş part of a radical 
rescue plan to put the house in 
order by the time redevelopment 
work is completed in 15 months’ 
Hine. 

The number of opera and ballet 
perforınances in the first full season 
in the new £214 million building, 
will also be reduced by a third, to 
220, to try to reduce a deficit that 
will otherwise top £25 million by 
2000. The news provoked outrage 
among the 500 staff, who were told 
that they must accept renegotiated 
working conditions and a reduced 
workforce by October 26, or face 
mass redurdancy. 


:  Londori' primaries advertising: for ‘ai 


things, offering Î 


“This. was part of Mr Ghain's 
, Campaign lo destabilise ‘neighboui- 
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The Week in Britaln James Lewis 


TUC facing a struggle as 
Labour’s love seems lost 


WEEN LABOUR was last iıı 

office, the (lemands of the 
Trades Union Congress in Septem- 
ber would largely determine the 
decisions taken by the party confer- 
ence a few weeks later and would 
loom large over governmental deci- 
sionr-making in the montlıs and 
years ahead. Not any more. 

Union members affiliated to the 
TUC. who nuntbered nearly 12 mil- 
lion before Nirs Thatcher came 19 
power in IOFY, have now dwindled 
to around F7 matllion. Their repre- 
senlatives at the annuial gatl ıeıîng of 
Ihe corıgress in Blackpool] this week 
were painfully awarc of their loss of 
poliiical clout but, for the first time 
since lhe gencral election, were 
showinyr sigrts of rebellion. 

TUC president John Edmonds at 
tacked the Governınent's ınainte- 
narce of eleınents of Thaicherism, 
specifically with regard to pay. Bul 
he reserved his mast voclferouıs re- 
marks for company directors who 
pay themselves huge salaries wlıile 
holding down their workers" wages, 
describing then as "greedy Das- 
tards” and “bloated rodents" who 
have fostererl a “politics of the pig 
1rough". 

A split also eımerged over the 
merits or otherwise of European 
Mlonetary Union, while the GMB 
general workers" union, one of the 
biggest and most eclectic, withdrew 
its support for one of tlie key poli 
cies of the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, to encourage private sector 
finance for public projects such as 
hospital-building. 1f the GMB could 
collect sufficient support, it could 
deliver a sıuırprise setback to the 
Government, 

The Printe Minister, Tony Blair, 
has certainly done little to woo the 
unions. He paid a quick visit to 
Blackpool, but only for a dinner. 
The Trade and Industry Secretary, 
Peter Mandelson, attended on Tues 
day with the bleak message that 
global financial turmoil, flat pro- 
ductivity and rising earnings were 
hound to build pressure on jobs, but 
thal there was nathing the Govern- 
mert could do to change the cur- 
rent situation. 


i GRAHAM, an arche- 
typal backstreet politician from 
Glasgow, becanıe the first MP in 
eiglıt years to be expelled from his 
party when Labour acted to remove 
the taint of sleaze that has dogged it 
in Scotland and helped the Scottish 
National Party to catch up with it in 
the polls. 

The MP for Paisley South, Gor- 
don McMaster, who took his own 
life last year, left a note accusing Mr 

raham of running a smear caın- 
paign against him. A party inquiry 
cleared Iıimı of contributing to the 
suicide, but a wider investigation 
was launched. . ' 

This has found Mr Graham guilty 
of, among other 
compromising pictures of a seııior 


union official in return for personal j 
details concerning an-election oppa: F 
1 ا‎ A 2 


; Ing.MPs in order-to findiother con-' |i 
` stihıeacles for.. himself / andl ıhigs 
: cronies when'a- boundary! review.’ 
: hrçalened to turn hia Renfrewshire | 

Et intê ¢ mêrginnliThe SNA: 
Hodes aD per cent swig" to: |! 


# 
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Britain ‘not a 
fairer society’ 


GROWING minority belîeyve 

Tony Blair's Britain has not 
so fAr beconıe a fairer or a more 
equal society according to the 


. Guardian/ICM opinion poll, 


writes Alan Travis. And there 
remains a large majority which 
saye the Government should give 
a higher prlority to environmıen- 
tal policy even İf it meana penal- 
ising car drivers — the principle 
at the centre of John Prescott’s 
delayed Transport Bil. 

Perhaps one of the biggest 
changes İn national attitudes in 
the last year revealed by the sur- 
vey has been over food safety. 
Cencerns over BSE nnd the fatal 
E, coli outbreak in Scoland 
ueem to lave finally struck home 
and for the firut time a majority 
(52 to 32 per cent) say food is 
nat becoming safer to ent. 

The ICM poll shows an alarmı- 
ingly high level of fear of crime. 
No fewer than 87 per cent of vot- 
ers aay “people are beconıing 
more worried ubout falling vic- 
tin to crime". Even though the 
recorded cime figures continue 
to decline, ahout 43 per cent say 
they “strongly agrce” that {hey 
ırê mere worricd about crime. 

The poll also shows Britain us 
a country which favours higher 
taxes to pay for betler public sor- 
Yices, tines not want to see the 
trade unions given mure influ- 
ence, but believes it is heconiing 
a more ınodern democracy. 


E SE 


Pt IGT: GRAHAM TURNER. 


Government on 13 key Indicators, 
also shows a narrowing split in pub- 
fic opinion on Europe, and rising 
concern about food safety. 

Montiıly polls show Labo’ en- 
joying a 19-pvint lead over tlie To- 
ries. The September figures art! 
Labour 48 per cent (up ont}; Conc 
servalives 3% per cenl (down twol; 
lib Dems 17 per cent (wm change} 
and uthers û per cenl (up two). 

ICM inlerviewecl a riunlanı Siint- 
ple uf 1,178 alults nged over 1% by 
lelephune between September ‘| 


and Û, I8. nitervicws were COI 
ducted across the couniry and ihe 
resulis have leen weighled to the 


profile of all adlulls. 


Tony and Cherie Blair attending the funeral gcrvice in Londan last 


week for Lord Rothermere 


or stayed the same. The proportion 
of voters whose family finances 
have worsened remains roughly the 
same, at 28 per cent. 

The poll also shows that Labour 
has arrested the dccline İn confi- 
dence in the National Healtlı Ser- 
vice andl schaûls. 

Labour voters in particular have 
become convincel thal the school 
systeıu İs improving (up 14 points to 
42 per cenl), aud 2] per cent believe 
i İs gelling wor (tlown seven 
points}. Un the NHS, Labour vuters 
are only slighily mort optimistic. 

The survey, which asks volers to 


give their verdict ûn the pıerfor- 
mance ol the parly leaders and the 


ing more style than substance" has 
not risen markedly during the past 
12 months, 

But if the poll shows Mr Blair 
coıning down to earth, it also shows 
that the Conservative leader, 
William Hague, has yet to get off 
the ground, It is clear from the de- 
tailed results that falling support for 
the Prime Minister ig the result of 
disaffection with polilicians rather 
than voters switching allegilaııce. 

Mr Hague appears to have made 
little progress in the last year and 
barely registered with those ques- 
tioned. The only Hague attribute 
mentioned repeatedly (by 43 per 
cent of those questioned) 18 arro- 
gance. This finding is underlined by 
the fact that only one in 10 voters 
believe the Conservatives will be re- 
turned to power at the next election, 
Most believe they will be out of 
power for at least another nine years. 

The annual Guardian/lCM "state 
of the nation” survey shows that 
Labour's hard-won reputation for 
beiug the best party to manage the 
economy has also taken a sharp 
knock. 

Only 35 per cent of voters ayrec, 
a fall of 15 points. Britain is also 
seen by increasing numbers as be- 
coming a less equul sociely. 

But despite growing talk of rects- 
siûn, redundancies and volatile 


stock markets, most voters say their 
own family finances have inıprovecl 


DAN WEERLY 


Saptember 20 Ij c,tambir 20 1998 


ONY BLAIR'S honeymoon 
witlı the voters is over and a 
disaffected electorate is be- 


:Î ping to view him as just another 
plliclan, according to the latest 
Gardian/lCM opinion poll pub- 
ied last week. 


The extraordinary bubble of pop- 


yity surrounding the Prime Min- 
ier, which broke records in the 
ılifeemath of Labour's landslide vic- 
nfy, has now burst. 


The pull shows that his personal 


ninga, particularly those for hon 
sly and enıpatly with the voters, 
lw plummeted to levels more jii 


The survey shows that Mr Blair's 


xrunality rating has tumbled from 


ıt, sill a high figure. But his ad- 


| fars will be more concerned by a 
‘xk to hia reputation for personal 
"“nesty, erıpathy and toughness. 


Is ratings — particularly wlien 
rpondents were asked whether he 
ı more honest ihan most poliii- 


"IAS" — have conte down to levels 
inilar 10 those enjoyed hy John 
‘jor, although Mr Blair is seen as 


“ng more in touch with voter's" 
"TCerNS. 
Mr Blair can also take some cûn 


‘1Lfram the fact that the 50 per 


tof voters who see him as "hay- 


Make the most of your 
` British Expatriate Status 


Established in 1898, we provide a comprehensive tax 
advisory and compliance service which has helped 

more than 200,000 British Expatriates to 
reduce their tax abilities. 
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The Fry Grou P 
Ertablirhed 1ggg 


Our booklet “The British Expatxiate'' 
provides a guide to the most important 
ways to make the most of your expatriate 


status, For your free copy simply 


complete and return the coupon below. 


residence rules which 


Many expatriates believe, mistakenly, that UK tax 
concerns only UK residents - a misconception which 
can prove expensive. It is essential to receive expert 
professional advice if you are to be free of the UK tax net 


and capitalise on being an expatriate. 


Examples of costly mistakes include: 
¢ Failing to claim the tax refund due for the year 


of departure. 


¢ Falling foul of the complicated 
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down ‘sad’ 
Heath jibe 


Michae! White 


ILLIAM Hague took the 
Conservatives" 20-year 


civil war over Europe to a new 


generation when, at a Young 


Taries conference last weekend, | 


he slapped down Sir Edward 


Heath for daring to question his 


strategy for leading the party, 
After Sir Edward, now aged 


82, said that the Conservatives 
would nat attract hirn if he were 


a young man today, Mr Hagıte 


told activists in Nottingham thu 


the man whose four-year pre- 
miership from 1970-74 made 
him a hate figure on the 
Thatcherite right, was a “sad” 
person never reconciled lo los. 
ing the leadership. 

Sir Edward's offence was lo 


give an interview to the Sunday 


Times, which is serialising his 
long-awaited memoirs. Last 


Sunday's extract was predicnhl 


severe on Margaret Thatcher's 
policies, But his jibes, such ns 
her creed uf moneturisnı being 
“perhaps ihe nost decepiivcly 


simplistic of all ecconaniic tlien- 


ries", havc been heard before. 


Inalcadl, lhe newspuper high 


tighled an inlervicw with him, 


before he left on tt visit lo China: 
He criticises Tony Blair — "obvi- 
ously far more to the right than | 


anı" — but also admils he 


wouuldn’t be a Young Tory tol: 
"f! (now a4 Int of people it doesnt . 


attract," he said. 


With Mr Hague facinga tel ۱ 


parly conference in two wet 


time — harely more popular in 
the polls than he was a year nfo 


— this was unhelpful, But Sir 


Edward's distaste for the Hague 
right-leaning leadership had eY 
dently been reignited by the de 
cision to stage a snap ballot on 
the leader's 10-year moratorium | 


on Britairr joining the single 
European cıtrrency. 


Mir Hague, who was 13 when : 


Sir Edward lost power, seized 


the chance to “assert” hirnsell 


He nutecl that John Major and 


Lady Thatcher had supported 


the ballot and said: “Tm 


neither they nor I havê benefited ' 


from that [aupport] from Ted 


don't think he'll ever forgive “5S 
for leading the party after him. 

The Heath-Thatcher feud, dal" | 
ing almost from when se ovêf” 


threw him in 1975, was full 


misunderstandings and bitte 


neas, the Heath ınenıoira m 


clear. He hated the way she a 
tacked his policies as “U-turn ' 


after being in his Cabinet, and 
how she never consulted him 
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Minorities ‘pessimistic over race relations’ 


The future of race relations 
 Atlitudes tû raza relations fr the ext ve years, by athnlc group, 
agad 14~24, percentages E 


" ” Better Worse 


Same know 


Source: Unversity Of Warwick 


the death of this black teenager seri- 
ously," 

Home Office Minister Mike 
O'Brien toll BBC Radio's Today 
programme that the Governmeni 
accepted there was no room for 
complacency. In the past year it had 
introduced ough new laws to tackle 
racial violence and harassment. 


Comment, page 12 


ing to integrate ethnic minorities 
into the political process, OBV 
called for more elhnic minorily can- 
(lidates, and more effort 1o encour 
age people to register" lo vote. 
Co-ordinator Simon Woolley said: 
“Issues like the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence have confirmed some 
people's worst fears about the police 
and the political system, l{ look four 
years for tlıe Governnıent to take 


ley, who writes in the latest issue of 
New Statesman that ethnic minority 
yates cannat be taken far granted 
by Labour. He adds: “Black and 
Aslan voters nıay not flock to other 
parties but there is evidence that 
yoırmger people (particularly Afı'o- 
Caribbeans) are opting out of deino- 
cralic politics.” 

Professor Anwaı’s study, comniis- 
sionetl by Operation Black Vote 
(OBV) — a campaign group set up 
to increase black parlicipation in 
politics — finds thal black and 
Aslan people are significantly more 
gloomy over race relations than 
their white counterparts. 

ÃA survey in five inner cily local 
authorities found (hat white voters 
were af feast three times more likely 
io feel relations had improved lo- 
cally aud nationally, A similar pat 
tern of ethnic difference emerged 
over expectallons Jor race relations 
over {he rext [ive years, witlt black 
people agecl 18 to 24 proving parlic- 
ularly pessimislic. Four out of five 
believe relations wil worsen. 

Volers of all ethnic backgrounds 
believed the ımajor parties were fail- 


Computer collapse wipes out records 


One reason for Ihe cleparlnuenl's 
coyness is Jikely to be fear of en- 
couraging frtuıd. Local authorilies 
are being lold tu nake benefit pity- 
meuls ûn accuunl, assessing lhe 
claimant's eligibility as best {hey 
can, andl {o make corrections later 
2 the computer comes back on 
ine. 

Benefit officials are bracecl for 
the NIRS system to be out of action 
until at least the end of Oclober, 
although Andersen's is understoacl 
to think it is close lo solving ihe 
problem. 

All interim and "on-account" pay- 
menis will be reviewed once tlhe 
computer becomes operational, 
with the DSS expecled to ıınder- 
write losses incurred through öover- 
paymenl and Iraud. No claimant is 
expected to be asked to repay 
money. 


The collapse of the national insur 
ance register, kuown as NIRS, has 
occurred curing the {ransfer of Hs 
revortls tu û new computer under 
lhe biggest and must complex infor- 
mation {leclnology project in Eu- 
rope, The £170 million project is 
beiug spearheadecl unrler the pri- 
vale finance initiative by contractor 
Andersen Consuliing,. 

The iltfated project has alrendy 
beer severely delayed, wiih Ander 
sên's coniracl having been renegoti- 
atecl in 1990 and the conıpany 
having paid compensation for its 
failure to deliver on time. 

Althouıgh the DSS has heen reluc- 
tant to admit NIRS has ceased func- 
tioning, it has issued a circular to 
local authorities — responsible for 
payment of housing and council tax 


benefits — on what to do in light of 


the system's “closure”, 


David Brindle 


HE nıain computer register of 

the national insurance records 
uf everybody in Britain has col- 
laçrsed, throwing the social security 
sysleın into lur moi] and forcing ben- 
efit offices 10 make payments 10 
claiınants without knowing if they 
are eligihle. 

The Department of Social Seeiı- 
rity (DSS) has been trying to play 
down the crisis, believed already to 
have hit al least 80,000 claiıns for 
jobseekers’ allowances ancl incapac- 
ity benefits, but lasl week admitted 
il was in difficulties. 

The department has set up a tele: 
phane helpline for people lilting 
probleıms with benefit claims or 
with new state pensions, paynıent of 
whiclı is being clelayed in a growing 
number of cases, 


lhe Russian Federation — via the 
British embassy had somehow gol 
lhrouglı to them and asked theın to 
send more, She said they were able 
to listen to {he BBC World Service 
oni radio. 

Only a few other clues emerged 
as to the conditions they are living 
in. Mr James apologised for his 
quiet voice, explaining: “It is the 
first tine I have ıısed nıy voice at 
this volume.” He added: “I don't 
know hoy long I can stay sane." Ms 
Carr aclded firmly: “But we will." 

The couple were shown sitting by 
a green Clıeclen haf, possîbly an in- 


Lucy Ward 


LACK and Asian young peu 

ple are deeply pessimistic 

about worsening race rela- 
lions in Brilain, according to a re 
port whiclı accuses tle Government 
f offering only a “lukewarnı" re- 
sponse lo the concerns of ethnic mi- 
norities, 

The study, published lasi week, 
uncovers a (leep sense of alienation 
from the political process aınong 
ınany peuple from ethnic minorities. 
Of ilose eligible to vale, more {hart 
a qutırler' alc nol registered, rising 
t0 55 per cent among blacks in one 
of ihe constituencies surveyed, 

The reporl, by Muhanuned 
Anwar ofl Warwick university's cen- 
Ire for research in eihuic relalions, 
confirıas overwhelming support for 
labnur among ellınic minority vot 

ers, bul war'ns thai slalemenls made 
by lhe party before tlie general elec- 
lion "lave not been effectively 
1ranslated to action", 

The warning was echoed by tle 
chairman of the Conımission Ior 
Racial Erquality, Str Herman Ouse- 


Council faces 
£750,000 
race payout 


Halan Carter 


HE biggesl race discrimination 

pPayolul to (lale, expected lo be 
up to £750,0M, will be made next 
month by a council that clainıs to 
lead the field ir equral opportunilies 
lo a senior official who suffered 
“four years ol living hell" at the 
hauris of a colleagııe. 

Sam Yeboah, a former head of 
personnel al Hackney council in 
cast Loutlon, had been subjected ta 
campaign of false allegations by 
housing dlirector Bernard Crofton, 
wha had "a fixerl mental inıpression 
that Africans, particularly West 
Africans, have a propensity to can 
nit iraud", lle tribunal found. 

After a 1044lıy hearing, an indus- 
trlal tribunal Jast week fount Mr 
Croflon — who had been praised 
for rooling out corruption in thet 
bornugh — guilly of five race dis- 
criminatian charges. 

Mr Yeboah, aged 52, of Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghanıslıire, is wait- 
ing to hear how ınucl compensa- 
tion he will receive. The payout, 
which will be decided next month, 
will take into accoıınt his £55,000-a- 
year salary and the fact thai he hns 
bern unable to work for’ lwo years, 

The tribunal's ruling said: “A 
siriking feature of lhis case has 
been the number’ and persistence ûf 
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12 COMMENT 


After Starr, 
the politics 


( FNETH STARR'S narrative on the private life 
of Bill Clinton doea not improve on a more 
leisurely re-reading. Forty million dollars is A big 
advance by any standards, and four years is a long 
time to regearch and write such a story, even one of 
this length. The plot is a cliché: powerful middle- 
aged man has guilty ling with ambitioua young 
woman. The sex is snntched, fumbling and incom- 
plete. The ending is trite: middle-aged man calls it 


GUARDIAN WEE. 
September 20 14, 


The White House? It 
the top job from hell 


and reprobate youth into a middk 
aged pillar of sanctity. He preache: 
moral purity; he signs his exeeul; 
Warrants; lıe operates outside 
Washington beltway. 

But Texas politics make Arkansa: 


Grass gives 
his support 
o Greens 


Amaud Leparmentier in Erfurt 


Azerbaijan seeks to 
keep Russia at bay 


Marie Jêgo in Baku buclgetary revenııe and exporls, 
ي‎ 


throughout Viktor Chernomyrdin’s five years in 
power burst to the surface when Mr Yeltain tried to 
bring him back. To many in the Duma Mr 
Chernomyrdin was the architect of an economic 
strategy that had left millions of people waiting for 
wages and pensions while enriching a few. This 
time, too, the opposition parties, Including the 
Communists with their hopes for a more interven- 


Peter Preston 


دوم ا اا د ي 
HEN we dont have‏ 
enough good teachers, we‏ 
create a legion of super-‏ 


aud 70 per cent of invest- 
: 1 iral. Baku, Î ment is concenlLrated iıı {hat sector. 
teachers, Too few nurse? Here | look nursery stuff. The experien; | | THE DAYS in the sixties T a have es: | Oil enables Azerbaijan to boast fhe 
off; young woman is distreased, Both Iie about the | tionist government role in the economy, calculated | come the super-sisters,. These are | — and lhe period of reforntatign — the writer Günter a capetl the economic hurrî- best macroeconoinic ا‎ 
affair. Both are found out. Like many authors of soft | that Vîr Yeltain's threat to dissolve the Duma would recognised problems of recruitment seem ominously ilıin. Is Junior ij, | | logo canvaasing with his frlen e E e e eg e the farmer Soviet republics. in 
pornography, Mr Starr protests that the work is not backfire. Discontent with the “reforms” of the | where answers have to be found. | saviour America needs, the brig. | | Willy Brandt, when German 0 د ا‎ i: per e 
about sex — that the explicit love scenes are integral | Yeltsin period which, to many Russians, have be- But does anybody today talk of the | est ancl the best? intellectuals were on the pe E O E be E 
to a full understanting of his charucters. But hia re. come synonymous with crime, misery, and Corrup- | need to create some super presi No: like Jimmy Carter and ke; | j wavelength as ihe Social Demo- 
port is not about sex in the serışe that Emmanuelle | don, would dominate the campaign. The next dents of the United Slates? Anrl if 


or the cult Japanese flln: Al No Corrida are nat 
aboxuıt sex, lt is about sex, By the ime you've waded 
through ilıc 440 pages and 2,000 footnotes you are 
wondering less about the central characters than 
about the author, Bill and Monica's doomed rela- 
donship is unremarkable, sad and bnnal, Mr Starr's 
single-minded act of voyeurism might one day make 
A much more rewarding atory, 

But Mr Starr is, for the moment, history, He set 
out to investigate a swirl of serlous allegadons con- 
cerning renl abuses of office. He couldn't nıake 
any of it atlck, So, instead, he went for the sex, He 


gan andl Clinton before him, lik, || cruts (SPD), now seem so re- 
every president of the past 35 year. | | mote. Gerhard ا‎ the 
who did not lave the springboard ni SPD candidate cha اخ ا‎ 
the vice-presideney 10 propel hin || Chancellor Helmut ّ be e 
into the Oval Office, Buslı has th || September 27 اجا‎ on, 
platform and the apparatus whit | | lscertalnly no a a 
nıakes canıpaigning possible, Grass, aged 71, is now 0 

He has a base to operate (ron | | Pigming for the Greens. 0 1 
which allows lıim to fly hither and | author of The ۰ 0 
yon, to eat tle chickens and punıp | sway from the S ا‎ , 
the hands. He is stuck with neither e the party bac plans 
the incubus of Wasltinglon qor ils j ge the constitution so as 

1 


Duma would probably have more anti-Yeltsin seats, 

The Duma’s second vote against Mr 
Chernomyrdin last week showed that he could 
coıuımand only the support of Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
and thc hardline natlonalsts,. It wag not the first 
time that Mr Zhirinovaky’'s faction has dispelled 
the notion that some Weatern analysts liked to 
peddle, of “democratic reformera pitted against a 
Red-Brown alliance”, 

In nominating Mr Primakov it igs not yet clear 
whether Mr Yeltsin will agree to hand over some of 
his powers to the parliament and the new govern- 


mer glury, enjoyed at the end of the Î annual inflation held tlown to 7 per 
N e e the Nobels ancl | cent in L997, a tight bndgetary pol 
ihe Rothschilds pioneered the oll | icy and a steady manat (the Azeri 
industry in the region, Baku has de- | currency launched in August 192} 
ciclecl 1o give itself a new image. The against the clollar. 1 
usc of the Cyrillic alphabel has vir Oil revenues aul bonuses {oil 
tually disappeared. New roadsigns companies right of entry into con- 
have sproulccl everywhere. sortia, estimated io be worth $15- 

Multinationals have set up busi | $20 million per well) have enabled 
ness on the sea front. The Russian | Azerbaijan to net $1 billion before 
oil contpany, Lukoil, has preferrel | any sharing of production, and thus 
lo locate its offices in a luxury mar | to avoid getting deeply into debt as 


nol, why not? This is the lousiest 
recruitment of the lot, 

Bill Clinton, sorrowful pundits 
intone, is "tlle mosl extravagantly 
gifted politician of hiş generation’, 
Really? It doesn't say much for the 
rest of the class of the nineties, He 
is swift and affable and sharp and 
eloquent: but he pounded the cam- 
Paign trall six years ago already bur- 
dened with questions ùf character. 


ian in the old town. Armenia and Georgia have lone, 
Gennifer Flowers — and a chorus of | demands of committees and vot: restrict the right e r a Azerbaijan's biggest trad- Plummeling ofl prices have con 
found it, and he found llea about sex, But the time | ment team. Whether the solution to the political | other accusers — came before, not | He is available because lis jab al |. “Pll cast my firat vote İn 
hıns come for him to leave the stage. That vas legal, | crisis will go far in solving Russia's maaaive eco- | after, his election. 
this ia now political, Congressmen and women are 


lows him ta be available. , ihe Soclal i il ee 
The grind of the syslem favour. | dale ln e e 
only a certain sort of candidate aul | Plains, “But the people for 
excludes ull those wlıo can’ ar dnt | hem I feel respect and, even 
want to spencl Iheir lives runnig — | More, sympathy, are ا‎ Greens. 
and running — for office. With | Tllgive hem my secon 
money there is no visibility, Will | The second vote ia crucila ا‎ E E a 2 
visibility Lhere is no money, Wuuld le etr i e Fo ا‎ 
LT N leader, Joschka | ; 
2 a stem, though, lurk. | Serves to designate, individually, | Fischer, above, has Günter 
a ie il eer deterrent. Ilr e who will ait in the federal Grass's backing in the electons 
hi O TENS sible ament, 
job itself is becuıming impossible. jan has appeared at election | of Austria in 1938), argued in 


ing partner after Turkey, has an | as a reminder to the Azeri govern 
interest in thc various projects lo o> | ınenl that lhere are dlangers iı 
erale alfshare uilfielels in the Caspian | being overtlependlenl on nil. “Azer 
Sra (proven reserves: 78 billion bar- | baijan wants to develops eller SOU 
rel. But the Russian oil compa- | lors af ils cconnIny, Presiclenl 
nies’ slake is tiny compured with | Heydar Aliyev tulcl ihe French 
thal uf the Anglo-American giauts. Junior minisler for foreign triıtle, 
Te BPAmoco partnership has n | Jaceues Donclenıx, aon Seplember | 
dB per cenl share feumpared with when hi visiled Baku 10 prumiole’ 
Lukoif's I0 per cent in the Azerbai- | French investment, 
Jjilı IMernational Operating Consar- The French cnmpanies active in 
tim {AlOÛ, which will operate 1wo | the region — nol just ihe cil giams 
oilfields uncler the terms of an j Elf ancl Tntal, but small groups such 
$#billion "contract of lhe century" | as Castel, which has bought Lw 


nomic problems is also uncertain, The very fact 
returning to Washington after digesting the report | that an elderly figure with no economic back- 


and discussing it with thelr constituents, It seems ground haş become prime minister is a sign of the 
plain that the president has ıo intention of resign- paucity of talent. But Mr Primakov is an honesgt 
ing. If 1s alao plain that he 1a now a terribly dam- | and intelligent man, and in no way a crony cnpital- 
aged politician. He hag 28 months still to serve, | ist, He ia what Russians call a gosudarsfvennik, 
anıl yet he has been revealed aa a weak, dishonest | an experienced professlonal who understands the 
and in some ways pathetic figure. necd to restore a strong state, albeit on democratic 
The coming weeks will play on a nuımber of | linea, in place of today’s chaos and lawlessness. 
levels. At the constitutional level, the House of In the great debate between those who atil! cling 
Representatives will have to approve the rules of | to the neo-lberal economic model and those who 
engagement for the Judiciary Committce prelimi- | wish ta put controls on apeculative short-term cap- 
nary inquest into the Starr report. They should do | ital and protect the viable parts of Rusaian indus. 
so with a view to acting quickly and fairly. Mr try, lis instincts are with the latter. The outside 


When he and Hillary sat on that 
sola in New Harmnpshire long ago 
and lıe talked contritely about “tlie 
pain [ have brought 10 my mar 
riage", he sigualled troubles [axi 
and troııbles to come in neog lights. 
Yet Americans still elected liin. 
They did so becauıse he was the besl 
leader they saw througl the months 
of the primaries as the other nighi- 
bes turned into has-beens. 

In 1990 George Bush had broken 
lhe promise everyone remembered, 
because it hit them in their pockets, 
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۴ : i nation? ies in Baku — prise 1c 
3 THERE power 1o it? Yuu can j in Schwerin, Leipzig, favour lagen he 0 el 0 ا‎ a DES envirenmen 
i - ' i : |  mediul | Felmar and Erfurt, all in former | stitution, to be ratife erbuijan, which berame inde | and in particular whit they deseribe 
ا 1 ویب ا ا‎ pe a ّ ا‎ e ا ا ا‎ pr rat ا‎ a ا‎ ae | a او‎ the Cun | Fst Germany, He has lost most German electorate, which woukl a 1 I91, rapidly gut ril of | as the “political stability rusulting 
dence Rd by Mr Starr and his team. They | Russians 10 desperately seek — and deserve appointee ancl chairfilley who | gress — by yoler clemand — i | “is following in the West, par- | include such notions as the right its Russian bases axl contiugenis of | ron Aliyev's autocratic rule. They 
E E r a ead Pp : ا‎ SY SR 5 stacked against you vn ieularly since the publication in | to work, meniHon the crinıes of burder' guarcls (unlike ils Transeatr Î fincl 1he present political situalion 
whether to move for impea Hier 1 The too hi bE his ا‎ ever hin from Medicare lo cam; 1995 of his novel, Ein Weites Auschwitz and take Neount of vasian neighbours, Armenia and congenial, coining after the 1990-93 
there is the e e This i - life had consisted of shuffling | pai ii reform, There is onl, "Cl, which compares the reuni- HE MOY O ESI GETMAHS. Genrgin)l, and now seems to have { periorl, which saw fır presidents 
long list of appropriation bills in order to kee Beating racism apers to a higher authorit He e appearance of power, Î ation of 1990 to the German Grass recelved a warmer re- cased itsvlf out of lhe sphere of | ancl three coups. 
u 7 will land E Clintons Ca iled before i ımonster allel Arrive e in office and, in a | MY engineered by Bismarck in | sponse from e Inluvnce of its overbearing neiglt- Bui outside tle oil sector the ecn- 
desk. Soıme of them contain Republican-sponsored BFTans black MPs expressed dismay last | Ross Perot in a lap of hands. (rice, yuur ancient foes fron Ihe | 1 ا‎ given a drubbing ا ا ا‎ bar. 0 ا ا وا‎ 
provisions which — in other circumstances — Mr week at the latest survey of ethnic minority And two years ago, the clıoice was bounclocks will be whipping up 3 i @ P 1ı ¢ when he suid that A big fulure oil exporter and 30 O E lase t petraclienıi- 
Clinton might well veto. Thia will be an early test of | opinion, They are being too gloomy. The survey | even punier. Newt Gingrich — in special prosevulor to traipse a house ea ent on tlıe Euro- ıerve centre ûf hydrocarbon ans. | Sovict e ٣ an 
his determinaon to remain actively in charge. shows young black people are far more pessimistic Î arrogance, crassness and marital in- everything you've done for the Fil . “He's comm Tr clurt. fill at ا‎ bê better port, (he strategically located Azer- | cal 0 e ibi Gî 
Then there are the mid-term elections. Will the | than white people with respect to future British race fidelity — had selfdesiructed. The | 20 years nnd, failing there, to lum , Ra eyn ق و‎ ee, iı heê al , baijan, hemmed in by a de [acto 2 ا‎ th Re ap E 
president be seen by his own party as an electoral | relations. There is nothing surprising about that. A party of gnvernance; the partly that | lıimself into a permanent office ul i ê fcel dee اا‎ t 2 tl yr e- Î vocational training”. alliance of Iran, Russia and Arme- و‎ I that no longer 
and finance-raising liability? Finally, there will be j second generation of black people haye much | controlled the Senate and the House, Î investigation. You can't use ایا‎ lighted ol 0 ا‎ hi in hobbyhorse is per cent of refugees from the for- | nia, has preferred to throw in ls lat Û dow-panes, ys (f ipelines 
Democratic party feara that “other shoes” might | higher expectatlons than their immigrant parents, | let poor, sick, old Bob Dole sacrifice | While Hause staff to fend off sud et Cv d age pensioner, But his e ye In mer Yugoslavia. The treatment of Î with the United States-Turkey axis. | belch smoke, and rusting ا‎ ! 
materialise. What evidence, however weak, might | This is not a new finding but remains grounds for | himself in a cause no one beliêved iı. | challenges. The slate pays for Sart. emp n not touch on E has become a foreigners, ani issue that only the ‘We're keeping a close eye on Î halfsubmerged in murky pools 
sllll emerge about Filegate, or Travelgate? Will the | optimism, not pessimism. Young black people have | The Clinton of Whitewater and Paula | but you lave to bûrrow lage , Save and the اا و و‎ ٣ totalitarlan country. The Kohl Greens bring up İn Germany, is what's going in Moscow, but 1 don't water. 1 f decline gives a 
altorney-general appoint an independent counsel | a lot to protest against. Three forms of racial dis- | Jones and Ken Starr in full flood | fend lim off. When you qult. e urmer East ( ا‎ rıunent “keeps refugees not something that particularly think we'll be affected, says the pic r n of upheavals 
te investigate claims of campaign finance abuse in crimination continue to persist in Britain: overt and | cruised home. He was still the best. be a poor man. If you quli in shal e r ermans, ۴ 3 H d bars in expulsion camps, | interests former East Germans. prime minister, Artur Rasi-Zade,. | good Idea al the ر‎ inde- 
1392? Are there more of Bill's women out there Intentional; disguised bit deliberate; unintentional Such fragments of context makê | you will be ruined. preferred 0 E 0 gh they were criminals. Grass ia aware of this, “I know Azeri officials say that they are leas that hit the region . s00 a 
ready to sell their souls to the National Inquirer? | but adverse, All three need to be more openly con- | Iwo relevant cases. One (smaller, | The Secret Service guards | ree other Sauce: Co ni He ا‎ i hounded to | there is latent xenophobia in the | worried about the Rusalan crisis pendence ا‎ E و‎ steadily 
I these questions will jostle with each other as | fronted and resisted. An uncompromising younger | more imnıedliate) is {lat it would be | travel with you! can be called io le fieation n ey e ig ا و‎ era in Nigeria new Lander, even though there than about the repercussions of a | then, industria pur ا‎ 
the law-makers try to decide on the best course of generation is more likely to achieve this, idiotic if Clinton didn't survive. So tify againsl yuu. So can your closes ا‎ o el am and the treat- their pa 9 1 are far fewer foreigners here - İ fall in world crude prices on an | fallen and hl 01 than 
action. The rest of us can only watelı mutely and If is easy for older people to tick off genuine im- | he has brought “a litlle nıore pain to slaff aud the lawyers you mosl nal ' | : rasg es er 2 r ا‎ Kohl than in the West,” he told the . economy that is totally dependen paymenis a or no less : 
hope that a great and powerful nation can settle an provements in race relations over the last genera- | his marriage": so what? That was rally turn to. You are watched eve | . reunificati rh ™ h ikea ا‎ people that good people of Erfurt. on the energy sector. E 2 tember 8( 
unhappy, but easentlally trivial, episode with tion: the entry of black and Aslan people into the always a given in the bargain lhe | moment of every day. he | j | fecholng the Nel i ene ج‎ ّ took in more than 60 (September 8) Oil accounts for 60 per cent of (Sep 3 
sophistcatlon and speed. professions, the black faces on television and in | volers struck when they elected And if you stray, if a girl down e . annexation ermany 
Parliament, the fact that young people from ethnic 


him. They should be grateful that, 
on the “high crimes and mis. 
demeanours” of bribery and corrup- 
lion, Starr came up enıpty-handed. 

But tlıe longer-term case is far 
nıore serious, 

The “golden age" that most 
Anıericans now fondly recall is the 


corridor lifts her skirts İn a : س‎ : . 
أ‎ 1 1 lto | And even today there 1s the occa- 

thong, what then? Without 4 ۰ . . ٠,9 lt took a long time for the tria 1 f anti-Semiti 

after Muni St : | be organised, Lileikis's frail health j sional resurgence of anti-Semitism. 

shado of dub i rial sheds light on Lithuania’s Nazi pa re O IE 

ways feature somewhere İn the ق‎ the largest number of Jews in pro- Lithuanian penal' code helped to Ci înat Jews 

En EAR cer cay le) || r eee In Btcekhorn__ | l4l eetlry, wes one ofthe most | the rge umber of Jev ln r E eae E ehe ag le ie 

theon. Extramarital sex o : TE firat (rial of an alleged Nazi | world war. A Yiddish .culture mar- |j says 70-year-old Simonas Alpera- | of Jewish org 


An old Russian 
hand recalled 


ent But the same report algo documented the 
RSs lite hus had a welcome fit of com- 


is now a presidential story and 
glass ceiling barring ethnic minorities from top 


. م 
kL‏ 
٣‏ 
٣‏ 
إ 
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1 ted States | orated with the Germans were tried 
era of Ronald Re ا‎ 1 re i War criminal to take place in an | aged to establish itself independently | vicius, ا چا 2 ا‎ 2 and of the Uni چا‎ O E 
mon sense. The nomination of Yevgeny | jobs. It also showed how complicated multiracial Î isn't good n and for o E President Warren Har e: r jilic slate opened on | ofthe O E ving n Lh uanl ۰ The trial ralses delicate issues in | charge against them ا‎ that they 
Primakoyv lo be the country’s new prime minister Britain had become — differences between ethnic reason. The system actively ing making love to his mistress it? 8 چ‎ Û in lhe Lithuanian capi- | ian, Polish, Russian, German — that | living : a DS aê a tenS Ea ara î E E 
bids fair to cend tlıe political stalemate of the past | minorities are now larger than the tradillonal | talent, د‎ and wisdom. 1 Wile n coat closet whlle ® | | ;" lnius. A 91-year-old Lithuan- | ruled over this Baltic territory. The question is: 
few wecks. The new man wll start his administra- Î black-white divide, 


: ime” ing to Alperaviciug, 
Aleksandraş Lileikis, stands In 1940, when the country was oc- | of the collaborators who zealously | century of communist rule in 1990. | regime”, necording pe 
Sud of ge 


: Lithuanians: |: wlıo managed to escape iram Vilnius 
أ أ‎ i Army isted the Nazis? He admitted in Û On the one hand, some Lith 7 
ا‎ landed over Ze Jar E 0 TT ey 260,000 1996 that he ran the ‘Lithuanian | still associate {he Jews with the |: but losl 46 ınember's of his family. 


1 repels the sentienl. It altracts only 
tlon on a strong foating, Russia has been going tlıe second-rate, the flawed and the 


deluded. 


security guard watched the 0" 


Where the black MPs are riglıt to be depreased Forget John F Kennedy asking Î" 


is with thc growing disillusion of black and Asian 


own lightwveigh 1 Red Army j: To shed light an what really hap- 
me ministers in i W : curity service in Vilnlus. That ad- | Soviet occupation. The 1 : ا‎ 
people, with one-quarter not even registering to | Consider the underlying situation Franklyn Roosevelt, e a 1 the country ا‎ already ا ا‎ ‘cost him his American citi | relied on local Jewish communists pened during an 0 aller th € second 
kn 1 ht to the prime minis hip vote. It is crucial that the politica! system reaches | even today. Whether Clinton goes | son and Thomas Jefferson this lu i ` Up until the last e 0 be derably wi th د ر‎ 2 £ Nagai zenship, which ‘he had obtained | to consolidate its rule, and a good ا ا ر‎ 
spring. Alf tough the Duma made It clear tt did not Î out to these communities. The Labour Party de- | or stays, there is already a clutch of | be clamouring to get in on : semed likely tıt u ا‎ e a e for the | 8 : ku eek up misalê 
tike Sergei Kiriyenko by twice rejecting his nomi- | serveg rraise for [ts tougher lawa on racially moti- | Republicans out there chewing rub- | crous act. i: | ı! health, 1l 0 0 : ad E States in 1955. Since his extradition | secret police, the KGB. 0 ek ep zı C1 0 ا‎ 
nalion, Nîr Yeltsin used a variety of threats to per- | vated offetıces but has still not done enough to | ber chickens on the circult of avail World's only superpowe' se | Pear in court, ا‎ r tis More than 90 per cent | to Lithuania two years ago, he has But the E comm 2 tte ۴ a2 
suade (he Duna to accept him at the third attempt, promote prominent black people within the public | ability. Who would you bet on first? Î new chief executive. n of a lilmanias Jewish ا‎ of the Jewish communlty was killed. | denied resjonsibility for the acts of | regime’ was by no means Soviet oc 
sarked xı Coident, in his high-handed Way, | Service — or place them on the many task forces Probably George Bush Jr, the gov- | It dosn't sound much “| Ê hich first community, kin an cCcupa 
d Nîr Kiriyenko four months fater, it looked aş drawing up its reform Programme, € 


those who had survived the ghettos.l ۰: '' {September 10) 
ernor of Texas turned from a wild 


ny {ted inthe country in | “Lithuania la.the country where | which he stands accused. - : 
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tars‏ ا 
lL em ١‏ 1 . 1 . 
Hopes burn bright for oil revenue despite Western fears of rural disruption and environmental disaster. Thomas Sotinel reports from Dat:‏ 


could give thenı the money lob. 
roads,” says a funding AGENCY eyr 
sentalive. "But they wort tk 


Mixed blessings of 
Chad's black gold 


T GROUND level there are 
small trees, which are felled 
for firewood before they 
have a chance to grow, fields of 
millel and cotton, and huis with 
straw roofs. There are no pavedl 
roads, no schools, n0 electricity and 
only a few clinics. In this part of 
southern Charl, when yoıı are rie 
you buy yourself a corrugated iron 
roof or a bicycle. 

Belaw ground lhere are 900 nil 
lion barrels of black, viscous oil. 
Although of puur quality, the de 
posit is big enough to have allracled 
& cunsorlum of all companles 
(Isso, Shell and El). Work will 
begin by ihe end of the ycar, as 
sûonı as lite {înancing of the project 
is tied up, By 2001, more than 30) 
wells will have been drilled 30km 
south of Doba, in east Logone pre- 


Low Crimes and 
Misdemeanors 


about their relationship is quite 
EDITORIA strong. Also damning Is Ms. 

: Lewinsky’s testimony about the 
K ENNETH STARR'S report | circumstances under which Mr. 


SIFTING 
PRESIDENT 
tober 1997 to May 1998. Several 

hundred people died, including 
Muslim traders [rom the north, who 
were burnt alive by the Farf, and 
peasants massacred by the Nomad 
Guard from the north, 

Southerners, ınost of thern ani- 
mist, Catholic or Protestant govern- 
ment eırıployees and farmers, feel 
they have heen oppressed by 
Muslim outsiders, wha are traders, 
stockbrecders or senior officials in 
the arnıy and civil service, 

Despite the sad example of neigh- 
bouring Nigeria, where the exirac- 
tiorr of oil by Shell has destroyed the 
cılvironment, agticultuıral wealth 
and frecdom of 1he Ogonis and 
other peoples, no one in Chad ap- 
poses the oil project, 

The possible environmental dis- 


to Congress on evidence | Clinton's secretary, Betty Currie, 

of possibly impeachable | retrieved the presidents gifts to 
concluct by President Clinton | Ms, Lewinsky even while those 
pıinls A devastnting portrait of | gifts were under subpoena. And 
Mr. Clinton's behavior, honor, | though Mis. Curre's testimony 
candor and respect for the obllga- | contradicts Ms. Lewinkay’s, it 1 : 
ons and dignity of his office. The | does so quite equivocally, and ا‎ EE 2 
compilatinn is such that Congress i Mr. Starr's conclusion that the ا‎ 
has na choice but to initiate an | president orchestrated the trang- 
inpeanclıment inquiry exploring | fer is one Congress will need to 
seriously both the allegations | study, It will also need to examine 
themselves and the threshold j| closely Mr. Starr's claim that the 
standard for the Impenchment | president tampered with a poteıı- 
and removal of a president. taf witness when he met with Ms, 


thal lteridly truthful sen nin 
re mH perjury “no HuUlter Tuy 
misluuding the testimony is or ix 
intended lee De,” 

Finally, his factual claim thal 
the sexuul relalibnship wis lin. | 
itecl tû Ms. Lowinsky's perfur- 
mg oral sex on Mlr. Clinton is 
direclly cantrudictecl both by Ns, 
lLewinsky™s tesimouny and ler | 
sifnificant conlemporuineiıs | 
cûoniniunicnlions., 

The question that Cungriss 1 
now facëês is whether thc prasi- 
deuft's public conduct warrants 
impeachment and removal. It is 
not an easy question, and it goes 
to the heart of what does and 
does not constitute “high crimes 
and misdemeanors." Wir. 
Clinton"s behavior is at the mar- 
gins of impeachability — strad- 
dling the line that separates 
disqualifying crimes from con- 
duct that merely mars indelibly 
the presidential offlce and the 
moan who bholda it. 


graphic information he put into a re- 
port that goes out on the Internet. Tl 
was entirely unnecessary lo prave 
his case,” 

Rendell sald what he heard on 
the streets of ils city last Saturday 
morning was “people wlio are irate 
that we spent $40 milkon to investi- 
gate Whitewater anıd we end up with 
a report that has tyo references to 
Whitewater and 548 destriptions of 
sex,” 

Dan Balz adds: President Clin- 
ton's lawyers last Saturday issued a 
scathing rebuttal to Starı’s report, 
denouncing it as “pornographic” 
end “a hitand-run smear campaign” 
whose legal foundation was so weak 
“that no prosecutor would present 
[it] to any jury.” 

The White House rebuttal. ac- 
knowledged repeatedly that Clin- 
ton's relationship with Lewinsky 
was wrong, but it concluded with a 
series of declarations that under- 
scored lle president's statement on 
` Friday last week that he would ask 
his lawyers to mount a vigoroud de- 
fense in his bèhalf ' : 

The ‘president did not commit 
perjury,” the White House response 
stated. “He did not obstruct justice. 
He did not tamper with witnesses, 
And he did not'abuse the jower of 
the office of the presidency.” 


ways couCledl in fanguiayue super 
ficinlly respectful of {he coustitu: 
tional fact thu Congress — nul 
uny proseulor — his {bu powur 
tn impeach (hé president. Yet 
the willingness of the prosecu- 
j tors lo draw inferences ancl 
make judgments plainly (le- 
signecl to color Congress’ judg: 
ment is unmistakable anrl 
sharply in contrast to the ro- 
strıint shown by thé special 
prosecutor during Watergate. 

Mr. Starr's errors, however, do 
not save Nîr. Clinton. For cven 
when the excesges are stripped 
away, the case he has presented 
is serious, while Mir. Clinton's 
current (lefense is contenıpible. 
The notion that oral sex per- 
formed on the president did not 
meet the definition of sex used at 
the deposition ia sophistry so 
tortured that no saüirist would 
have deemed it plausible enough 
to be humorous. And it ill be- 
comes the president to argue 


administrations echoed Panetta's 
judgment. Marlin Fitzwater, press 
secretary to Presidents Ronald Rea- 
gan and George Bush, said, “I don't 
think people will see this as 'high 
crimes and misdemeanors,” the 
Constitution's description of Im- 
peachable offenses. "They’Tl feel dis- 
gustedl and think hin an unworthy 
president wlio violated his oath of 
office. But 1 think Ehey’ll come down 
on the sile of censure, rather than 
impeachment." 

Linda DIVall, a pollster with many 
GOP congressional clients, offered 
a political reason for Republicans’ 
altempting to resolve the situallon 
qulckly. Calling Cllnton's political 
position “pathetic,” she sald future 
reports from Starr on atller matters 
he has investigated, plus the possl- 
bility of an independent counsel ex- 
amination of Clintons: 1996 
campaign finance practlces, could 


force Congress to consider .ime- 


peachment. But, she’ said, “Corr 
gress has a very high job rating 
now, and my fear i8 that the longer it 
has to deal with this tawrt'y matter, 
the more it may be brought'down,” ` 

Some longtime allies of the presi 
dent vented their fre on Starr. 


Detroit ‘Mayor Dennis Archet, a: 


former state supreme court justice, 
said, “There was rio excuse for the 


report in tı frm Litt resembles ı1 
sleamy papvrbnck smacks of in 
cHfort to embarrass the presiclenl., 

In addlilion, aome of Mr. 
Starr's allulinns are insuffi- 
cienly supported. It is a stretch, 
for cxample, lor Mr, Starr tu 
claim that the president commit 
ted obstruction when he lied in 
his aides knowing that they 
wuuld then testify falsely before 
the grand jury, Ir. Starr further 
accuses the president of abusing 
his constitıtional authurity by 
falling to cooperate with Mr. 
Starr's own investigation, declin- 
ing several times to testify before 
the grand jury and asserting ex- 
ecutive privilege. Mr, Starr's ar- 
rogant contention that mounting 
a vigorous defense against Mr, 
Starr is an impeachable offense 
is difficult to support. 

Even more arrogant is the ag- 
gressive advocacy for impeach- 
ment in Mir. Starr's document, 
To be sure, tlıla advacacy is al- 


Currie after his deposition and 
presented her with a series of 
statements about the relationship 
that both the president and Ws, 
Currie knew to be false, Congress 
should also scrutinize Mr. Starr's 
somiewhat less well-supporlcd 
contention dut he ail Ms, 
Lewinksy received in her job unl 
frum le White House wus in- 
tended to corrupt her testimony, 
There is, in shurt, ample evi- 
dence in Mir. Starr's reporl of 
presidential conduct that Con- 
gress could deem grounds for 
impenchnent, 

Linfortunately, however, Mr, 
Starr did not satiafy himaclf with 
muking allegations that the evi. 
dence unambiguously supports, 
nor did he act in the restrained 
manner we would have lıoped., 
Despite the report's repeated 
protestations that the president's 
testimony necessitated describ- 
ing the affair in lurid detail, a 
clear demonstration that Mr, 
Clinton's conduct constituted 
“sexual relations” under any defi- 
nition could have been accom- 
pliahed by discreet citations to 
grand-jury transcripts and ex- 
hibits. The decision to write the 


As a starting point, Mr. Starr 
oifers compelling evidence that 
the president Tied under onth 
both in his deposition in the 
Paula Jones suit und before the 
{rand jury investigating the cor- 
ruption of cvidence in that case, 
he president lied about his 
sexual relationship with Moniciı 
Lewinsky, He lied ıibout being 
lone with her. Ic Hed abot con- 
versatons with her concetuing 
her prospective testimony. And 
Nr. Starr cuntends he lied ubout 
| his conversations with Vernun 

ordan concerning her. The 

report also Jemonstratea that the 
president bald-facedly lied to his 
aides, his Cabinet and the 

American people. While these 

latter lles are not criminal acts, it 

IS certainly appropriate for 


has not been easy f 
N'djaména. While il has het 
agreecl tlıat Chad will receive roşıl 
ties of 12.5 per cent of the erutle u 
prte from the consortium, ihe li 
ter will enujuy almost lolal la 
exemption, which will be lifted ant: 
in lhe (as yel} unlikely event of i 
price pvr barrel rising above šl7. 

Whit is mure, the World Rar 
luan has been made at the ınarir’ 
rate, after certain Westerıı ciunirir 
refusecl to let an oil project benef 
from condlitions normally granle: 
only to development ald, This 4L 
shave Chad's revenues by abou: 
$5 million. 

The agreement should be corr 
pleted by the end of the year. Bo 
sides still have cards up lhl 


sleeve: the World Bank could pi, | Congress and the public generally 


to consider then) in assessing Mr. 
Clinton's fitness for office. 

, Mr. Starr also presents cliaturb- 
Ing — though not conclusive — 
evidence that the president ob- 
structed justice inı the Jones case. 
r, „Starrs evidence that the 
President had an implicit under- 
Standing with Ms. Lewinsky that 
both would give false testimony 


Allies Call for Clinton to Accept Censure 


way or another or what should 
come next. There's juat sadness for 
the office of the president and con- 
cern about our standing in the 
watld,” 

There appeared to be growing 
support among political insiders for 
the notion that a forınal censure of 
the president was the appropriate 
measure. 

“A censure or reprinıand is proba- 
bly where we're headed," said 
Panetta, adding that “six or seven 
months of debate in Congress about 
possible impeachment will only do 
that much more damage to the pres- 
idency and Congress,” 

The only way to avoid that, he 
sald, is for GOP leaders of Congress 
to agree quickly that the charges 
detailed in the Star report really 
come down to "lying about sex” and 
for the presidents lawyers to aban- 
don their efforts to deny that he 
` committed perjury in his deposition 
in he Paula Jones lawsuit and in his 
grand jury testimony last month, 


“This presidency is never going 


to be the same," Panetta said, “and 
that is something [Clinton] is going 
to have to bear. That is tolllenough.” 
`" Some veterans of past Republican 


president, said, "If I were calling sig- 
nais for the Republicans, I'd have 
the congressional leaders say, 
“What the president did was horrl- 
ble and reprehensible, but it had 
nothing to clo with his office, So we 
want a unanimous vote lo censure 
him, and then get on with the busi- 
ness of the country," But Rendell 
added that the partisan lines are so 
sharp in Washington, “there's prob- 
ably zero chance of that happening.” 

Across the country, politicians, 
pollsters and other political ob- 
ser'vers reported shock and dismay 
as the detalls of the Starr report 
reached people through saturation 
media coverage, But the extent of the 
damage to the president and other 
Democrats remained uncertain. 

“People’are very upset,” said Cali 
fornia Assenıbly Speaker Antonio 
Villaraigosa (D). “They feel the 
president did wrong. We fear it 
could impact turnout here,” 

After attending three civic events 
in Republican countles of central Ili 
nois, Rep. Ray LaHood,. R-Illinois, 
reported, “Jt's a mixed bag, People 
are upset, they're shocked, they're 


concerned ;abouft the future of: the’ 


country, But there's né majority one 


David g8. Broder 


[L EADING Democrats last Satur 

day Put public pressure on 

President Clinton to drop hls argu- 

Tents that he did not commit 

PFrjury and instead signal his readi- 

NESS to accept congressional cen- 

Sure for ltempting to conceal an 

ım amarital affair with a White 
Ouse intern, 

Even as sonıe Clinton loyalists 
2 lawyers denounced indepen 
Counsel Kenneth W., Starr for 

© salacious details he included in 

po ing the case to Congress on 

Tiday last week for possible 

cj o ent proceedings, new 
egan a ing in 

Hose E in White 

staff White House chief of 

on E. Panetta said in a tele‏ ا 

i ûne Interview last Saturday that 

has come “to stop the legal‏ ا 

1 0 bling about whether he lied 

| ut that sexual] relationship. It's 

misled the country. He 
| nol 8 to cooperate with Congress, 

1 ngage In the same tactics he 


has for the last seven months,” 
f ^| Pendell, 


elphla Mayor ` Edward 
a Democrat and ally of the 


: Clear he 


out if human rights abuses worst: 
in the south, while N'djaména cou 
turn to other sources of finance 
such as Libya, 

But the figures are morê e 
quent than any other factor. TF 
consortiunı has already sunk mor 
than $700 milllon into the Dol 
region, For better or for worsé: 1 
looks as though Chad will be swe 
into the third millennium on a 
of Doba crude, 1 

1 


(September 3) 


survive, it is forced to reallocate r" 
its own use some of the inter 
tional aid it receives. 
"The regime's Achilles heel. 
the only threat to it, are the ioha 
tants of shanty towns, who can OF 
pare the wealth of a small اوي‎ 
privileged people with thelr e 
destitution," warns Béchir El 
sen, a former opposillon member. 
In shanty towns water lš 
İn by donkeys and costs e 
as much as İn the clty cenlrê: ie. 
is no electricity. Cholera I ®. 
Aware of the danger of an upıisE ! 
„in the shanty towns, ‘the ا‎ 
‘ment has sald it will setup 
.milasion to fight poverty. Tha êt 
. serve a§ a sop to the funding ادر‎ 
,cles, but it is unlikely to go 
well in the slums. 
(September 2) 
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land and the influx of expairiate 
labour will cause food prices to 
rocket, 

Properly speculation has begun 
in the towns of the region, Doba and 
Moundou. The deputy prefect of 
Doba says: “Businesanıen are flock- 
ing here Irom all over Chad to buy 
up plots of land so that they can 
open shops while the complex is 
being built. The price of land has 
doubled,” 

Then there is the problem of 
security. Esso employees are al. 
ways escorted by gendarmes, to 
protect them against the groups of 
highwaymen found throughout cen- 
tral Africa. Many local inhabitants 
dread the massive deployment of 
security forces when work on the 
site starts. 

Despite all the fears and uncer- 
tainties, everyone in the south and 
in the capital, N'djaména, is looking 
forward to the first gush of ol, 
Chad's annual budget is about the 
same aş that of the film Titanic: 
$200 millon. That sum will double 
once the oilfield iş under operation. 

For the moment Chad is not rich 


nomic imbalances the project will enough to break out of the vicious 


circle of underdevelopment. “One 


ing and iron ore, has high official 
growth figures, while the percentage 
of children in full-time education puts 
neighbouring countries in the shade. 


The regime, which took power in 


a coup, is becoming more demo- 
cratic. There were five candidates at 
the last presidential election. There 
is relative freedonr of the press, and 
it is generally agteed that there are 
no more political prisoners, 


But a more disturbing side of Mau- 


The Moorish Smassids, few in 


Through two private groups, 


Meanwhile the country’s elvil se 


ritanla can be detected behind this 
rosy façade: the spectre of ethnlc divi- 
sions is again raising its ugly head. 


nunıber but skilful traders, stand . 
accused of monopolising strategic 
posts İn the army and civil service 
since Ould ‘Taya — himself a Smas- 

.Sld —- came to power in 184, : 


Smassids also control most Imports, ' 
along with banking, traneport, In- 
‘surance and fishing. Sigriiflcantly, 
80 per cent of all value added tax 
collected in Mauritania. is paid .by.: 
'anly 12 taxpayers. ET 


‘vice is in a state ofıtotal collapse: To 


fondly remembered in the area. 
Parker Drilling and Western Geo- 
physics did not always compensate 
farmers whose fields were “in 
pactecl", to use the industry's jar- 
gon. Esso, which plans to provide 


campensatlon in cash, in kind and 
through the provision of joba, will 
give priority when taking on staff to 
farmers whose fields have been 
"impacted”, 

Esso has been explaining to 
people that more than a third of the 
3,000 jobs going will be taken up by 
expatriates. Even so, it is hard to 
convince them that it is far from cer- 
tain they will find employment. 
“Weve noticed in three parishes 
that the number of people tilling the 
fields has dropped,” says Father 
Gabrle! Reoutar, who heads a 
Catholic NGO. “They keep on 
singing that they're going to find 
work,” 


With members of other aid or 
ganisations, he took part in the talks 
on compensation for farmers, He 
feels the amounts agreed on were 
“fairly reasonable”. What worries 
him more are the social and eco 


cause. He thinks the drift from the 


aster feared by Western ecological 
organisations is nol something tlıat 
preoccupies farniers in Bero, a vil. 
lage close to the site of sonıe of tle 
390 future wells. “Esso ig going to 
change Bero,” says Daingar 
Ndingambaye, head of the canton. 
The multinational has already built 
a sclıool. Villagers hope it will also 
provilcle jobs. 

When activîly on tlıe site peaks in 
about 2000, up to 3,000 people will 
be ernployed drilling wells, digging 
a trench [or the pipeline and build- 
ing infrastructure. But the oil boom 
wîll not last for ever: only 250 people 
will bë needed to operate the ail 
field, and currently praven reserves 
will run out in about 2030, 

Earlier drilling for oil is nat 


feclure. A 1,000km pipeline will 
cross southern Chad and Cameroon 
to the Allaıic port of Kribi. 

There are pofitlcal as well as geo 
gıaphical difficulties. Before be 
conling anı oilfîelcl {he region was a 
batilefielcl. Southern Chadians have 
not yet stoınacheel their defeal at 
the haııs of the norlh in the early 
cighlies, which brought Goukouni 
Cuıedldei, Hissène Habré and Idriss 
Dêby, ihe current presidenl, to 
Power. There are occaslonal oul 
breaks of guerrilla warfare, which 
are ruthlessly put down. 

The latest episode pitted Laokein 
Bardé and his rebel Armed Forces 
for the Federal Republic (Farî) 


try, whose wealth derives from fish- 


Mauritania fights to keep aid lifeline 


regime: it is trying to get its interna- 
tional creditors to agree to reduce 
Mauritania's foreign debt. "From 
1999 on, Nouakchott will start ra 
paying the principal of the debt," 
said a funding agency official. “It 
will have to come up witlı $150 mil 
lion a year, or half the state's operat 
ing budget. As it can't do that, It will 
have to get the debt reduced.” 

Even if it manages to hammer out 
a satisfactory agreement, Maurita- 


According to [IMF and World Bank 
regulations, a three-year probation 
period has to precede the actual 
reduction of ihe debt, During those 
three years Mauritania will be 
forced to comply with ita creditors’ 
wishes, A foreign diplomat. preclicts 


will insist on Mauritania implement- 
ing all the reforms it has refused to 


Not. that Nouakchott has done 
nothing, over those years of “adjust . 
menl”, The government has put its: 
financial house in order. The cotın- 


. nia will stlll not be out of the woods. 


Y | that “international organisations 


„Carry out oventhe past 15 years", | 


electricity to be brought to the main 
towns and a national road network 
to be built. “International aid 
finances almost 80 per cent of the 
state's investment budget," accord- 
ing to a foreign diplomat, 

Slavery is not tbe only issue that 
could tarnlsb Mauritania's [nage 
andl jeopardise aid. The Germans 
regard the fishing issue as equally 
urgent. Some of the world’s richest 
fishing grounds lie off the Mauritan- 
ian const, More than 500 trawlers 
flying a nıultltude of flags fish the 
waters intensively without any re 
spect for the need to renew flsh 
stocks, often without authorisation 
and sometimes in collusion with 
Mauritania's political leaders. 

Gerımalıy, a leading provider of 
funds to the International Monetar 
Turd and the World Bank, las 
threatened to ınake its support for 

‘Mauritania conditional. on Nouak-.. 
choalt coming up wilh a fishing plan 
worthy ofthe name, ,. . 

` The two inciclents have come at a 
‘very’ bad . time ‘for Ould Taya's 


Jean-Plerre Tuqual 
in Nouakchott 


ا ا و 
T HERE are a number of subjects‏ 
best avoided in Mauritania. The‏ 
Iınost sensitive of these is slavery,‏ 
which was officially abolished only‏ 
at the beginning of the eighties,‏ 
When a brief foreign television re-‏ 
Port suggested last year that a cer-‏ 
tain form of slavery still existed, and‏ 
that the government was turning a‏ 
blind eye to it, the governn{ent re-‏ 
acted angrily, giving long jail sen-‏ 
tences to flve human rights‏ 
activists, They were pardoned only‏ 
after international pressure had‏ 
cen exerted on President‏ 
Maaouiya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya.‏ 
Tlıe president took. lıis Surprise‏ 
decision becauae Mauritania cannot‏ 


‘afford to blot its copybook in he 


eyes of the West, and particularly of 


France, the former colonial power. 


Mauritania .is a desperately poor : 


‘country. Foreign ald alone prevents 
‘many of ifs inhabilants from starv 


Ing lo death. Aid has also enabled 


am 
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Former Russian Spy 
Takes Centre Stage 


Iraq's Saddam Hussein: That policy 


س د 
Daniel Williams In Moscow‏ 
asa‏ 


e § 

helped weaken i R. Jeffrey Smith In Mostar 

E'S A SPY turned foreign | resolve to punish Saddam for HE campaign headaunrt 

ES who has cam | obstructing U.N. weapons inspec E of the e 2 . TT E 1 1 September 13998 
paigned tirelessly to nake a | tions. Initlative political party was 

weakened Russia a force in world Primakov also has lobbied closed last Saturday, even vii 

affairs. Now lıe is lurning kis ialents against the expansion of NATO.into tens of thousands of voters fl . 

to kecp Russia from sinking into a | Poland, Hungary and the Czech around the country cast their 

boattonıless economic (lecline. Republic but acquiesced after nego 


vates onı the first day of this 
country"s second election fori 
three-person presidency andè. 


Yevgeny Prîmakov, Russia's new 
prinie ininislerin-wailing, was 
thrust last weck into the whirlwind 


tiating a special relationship with 
the Atlantic Alliance, designed to 
give Russia a say in NATO affairs. 


Taking a stand 


activity are themselves affecled. At this stage, 
it becomes impossible to see how the down- 
warl movement can be reversed! classic recov- 
ery measures become difficult or even useless. 
Depression is associated with a collapse of a 
country's institutions and economic activity. 
Many Asian countries have reached this stage, 
putting the whole region under threat. 
The sharp contraction in banking and the 
drop in public spending which followed the 
collapse of markets and financial systems aS n 
result of the devaluation of the That baht and 
Indonesian rupiah, and the subsequent devalu- 
ation of other currencies in the region, at first 
sight suggest similarities with what happened 
after the devaluation of the Mexican peso at 
the start of Mexico's crisis in 1994-95 (3). 
But Ihe Asian crisis has had its own special 
features: the largely private character of for- 
eign debt held by international banks; Japan's 
inability to play the role of lender of last 
resort, unlike the United States in the case of 
Mexico; the onsel of crisis in botl' Soutlı 
Korea and Japan, which are nıajor exporters 
but also the primary customers for their neiglı- 
bours’ goods. . 
A key factor in lhe transition to depression 
is the tight interdependence of countries 
whose economies ,have all been buili on the 
model of “export-led growth" (4j and (hus 
need other countries as auilets. In 1997 mare 
than 50% of the (rade-pf Thailand, Iudonesin. 
Malaysia and the Philippines, but also af 
China, wax intrı-regionnd, and about half of 
thut was. with Japun. The percenluge is a bit 
lower in the cise uf South Korea, bul Kore:u's 
cxpurts are of.a qualitatively ‘higher level. The 
productive cupacities of the Korean conglonı- 
crales fchaebof) were cerented in tlic expecta- 

0 . ۹1 . . 
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STERN TEST FOR NEO-LIBERALISM 


WIıll the world 
catch Asian flu? 


BY FRANÇOIS CHESNAIS 


NLY' a little over a year ago the 
devaluation of the Thai and 
Indonesian currencies opened the 
floodgates of a full-blown eco- 
nomic and financial crisis. By January 1998 
one of the three pillars of the global economy 
had been severely battered, having served for 
10 years as a showcase for the new “liber- 
alised" and “deregulated” model of the capi- 
talist economy and also, more importantly, as 
an escape route for the excess capital of the 
OECD member countries. However hard the 
free-marketeers have iried to deny it, from the 
collapse of South Korea onwards, it was no 
longer an "Asian crisis" bul rather the first 
episode of a process leading towards world 
financial crisis and global depression (1). 

In Asia, the crisis has already led to the clos- 
ure of hundreds of factories, But more signifi - 
cantly, it has also led to the collapse of the 
social bases and institutional mechanisms of 


. economic aclivily. In Indonesia and Thailand, 


tens of millions of people are once more suf- 
fering from extreme poverty. South Korea is 
experiencing a strong social backlasls, as is 
Japan (2), now lhat Asia is passing from 
recession to depression. ۳ 

: The term “recession” can legitimately be 
used when the economic and social fabric ofn 
country remains intact, In such cases cyclical 
recovery can be achieved by a revival in pri- 


vale consumption and investmenl or state-run - 


recovery programmes. Recession turns ta 
depression when falls in the level of produc- 
lon and (rade become cunvulative, lo the point 
where the social fnundalions of economic 


| François Chesnais is prafexsor ûf the | 


University of Paris-XHI- Villetanctuse;ctthnr 
af La Mondialisutiot dit capitdl, hew editim, 
‘revised and enlarged, Sxrus, Paris, HYYF, i 


national parliament, 

of post-Soviet e He has, however, drawn a line at A moderate, generally pro 

difficult crises. It is not clear how he proposed expansion into the Ballic eastern organization si 1 : aa in ıhe 

will clirect the drama, for although | states of Latvia, Lithuania and Esto- a a erie rr E ARE delighted lo welcome fused E that E r n 

lıis career in public service is long, | nia. NATO must not be permitted 1o sentiment, the party has (o ki; readers of The Guardian Werkly genera a ait De hive BE 

it ives few clues on how he plans lo | use facililies of the former Soviet an exceptionally low public pro into tle family of people wha lion systems. ا‎ n ystilîc کم بای ا‎ 

rescue Russia from ils economic republics, he contends. : file. No markings adorn the ire regular renders of 12 Munale ا‎ e ا‎ a eih 

free fall. He persislently opposes the use | headquarters building becaus diplmuttigte. Fur us, lhe editorial dircctions ple are increasingly appalled u1 whit they 
One thing is certain, With Presi- | of force bly NATO to pressure “il would be dangerous,” sai | | hen by The Grardian in recent years have fed. his lack of trust is based on a belief that 

(lent Boris Yeltsin clearly in a weak- | Yugoslavia lo end its anti-separatisl Radoslav Dodig, the party'sln,] | ken exemplary — a model of journalism This nek of trust is bar 

ened political cundiiion and with 


olur systems of news are not Lnıstworthy, lhal 
they are somehow malfunctioning, that they 
are shot through with incompetence, and Lhiıt 
sùomelimes they presen! blatant lies as if they 
were the truth. Naturally, people ire worried, 


We believe that we are al u tuning point in 
the business of providing ncws. Our reiulers 
are proof of lhis: hey demand grèealer rigour, 
more seriousness and greuter reliability. They 
also wûnl guldanceê un how lu u1 lo achieve 
reul solutions lo some of le world's problem. 

Our readers upprevriale us because we art 
serious aboul uur journalism. They like the 
facl hat we Jig deeply into issues of ecunu- 
mics, sociology, politics, science, technology, 
ecology, culture and ideology. They want to 
understand the complexities of the global 
economy, and what it means for the world in 
which we live. They want to know about new 
problems emerging in our societies, about the 
strategies of the world’s nıajor powers, and 
about the new kinds of conflicts that are shak- 
ing the world’s major regions. 

This is the logic underlying our efforts in 
the past few years to build foreign-language 
editions and partnerships with newspapers 
outside France. Le Monde diplomatique is 
now published on a monthly basis in seven 
different national editions: in Italy with 11 
Manifesto; in Germany with Tageszeitung; in 
Switzerland with WochenZeining; in Spain 
with the publisher L-Press; in Mexico with 
Editorial Sans Frontières; in Greece with the 
daily Eleftherotypia: and in the Arab world 

with the Beirut daily An-Nahar. The news- 
paper is also available on the Internet in a 
Japanese version published out of Tokyo. In 
addition, our bimonthly magazine Manière dle 
Voir is published in both Greek and 
Portuguese. A printed English edition is long 
overdue to complement the existing Internet 
and e-mail editions. 1 
This is a major project. We believe it 
promises well for the fulure. And within this 
continuing activity we attach the greatest 
importance to the pair of our collaboration 
1 uardian Weekly. 
E IGNACIO RAMONET 
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Master card in Washington's 


tnğagcd in the service of democracy. 
Our desire to broaden the readership of Le 


! Monde diplomatique beyond the confines of 


france is not a recent thing. Already one thirel 
vf lolul sales of our French-langunge edition 


| ar to retders overseas, From the sliırl, we 
{have been not a French newspaper thal hap- 


fms la sell abroad, bıl an international paper 
hat happens to be based in France. Not only 
does our newspaper offer broad coverage ol 
major world developments, but we also upen 
' our pages to intellectuals, experts, jalırnalists, 


chairman. “Most people don’ 
know where it ig." 

Such are the challenges of 
praviding an alternative to the 
ruling Bosnian Croat political 
party, the Democratic linion, 
which is led by ethnic sepa- 
ratisia and has fong had a 
stranglehold on political and 
ccononmiic life in Croat-held 
poriuns of Bosnia. 

But nearly (wo ycars aficr 


signing lhe Dayton peace arc] | *lers und public figures from all around the 


| orld. This has been a major contributing fac- 
ler in our success, 

Le Monde diplomatique is in excellent 
kealth. Over the past 10 years our circulation 
bis doubled — rising from 135,000 copies at 
lhe end of 1987 to 270,000 by late 1997. Our 
readers tend to be young — 81% of them are 
under 49 and 41% under 34. We were the firsl 
Paper in France to have its own site on the 
temet, and visits to our French-language site 
fe now approaching 200,000 per week. 

This growth in our readership has made it 
possible for us to take a major step towards 
gaining our independence, Until 1996 our 
Nontbly was wholly owned by Le Monde 
wspaper. But a partial bıiy-out means thal 
40% of Le Monde diplomatigne's capital 
(along with a right of veto) is now owned by 
he paper's journalists (through the Gunter 

olzmann Associalion) and by our readers, 
Rpresented by the association of The Friends 
of Le Monde diplomatique, 

Newspapers today are going through a bad 
Hich. So what we have achieved is good news 
r all who care about freedom of expression, 
td who want 1o see that freedom operating in 

Interests of reliable reporting, a concern 

r justice and an ethic of solidarity. 

News is still a fundamental part of the 
Ilhy functioning of society, Democracy is 

i Impossibility without a good comnmunica- 
Ins network. It is information that helps the 

man race to live as free beings. Few people 
ould take issue with that, 

“Uay more and more people are sceptical 
Tustrustful of the media. There is a con- 
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to end û bitter war and promvl 
a multiethnic nation here, 
Western officials have hailed 
emergence of the Ncw Crout 
Initiuıtive in Bosnia as a sign ol 
nascent political pluralism ard 
growing support for the peat 
accord. “For the first time, A 
group of respected Cronls alê 
calling the ruling Croat party 


corrupt and Incompetent," sa] 


one such official. 

Yet most Westerners here 
predict that the party's leader 
and presidential candidate, 


Kreaimir Zubak — who was fir 


merly a member of the ruling 


party but broke frorfı it in MAN" 


will auffer a resounding defe 
the election, and aome say hf 


his party’s future prospects af 


unclear, 


One reason is what Dodig 4%* 


other Croats, along with top 


Western offlciala, describe a5 


relentless campaign of in 
tlon by the ruling party: 


1 

Many of New Croat Initiatiye' 

candidates have been harasse 

their roadside posters کے‎ 
defaced and party workers 


been threatened the ّ 
of their joba or pensions: 
spokesmen have also been ® 
nied access to broadcast 
that play a key role in polltl 
dialogue here, 

e Western official 
concede that the new paf 
problema run far deeper 


officlal intimidation. Ofte br 


ethnic groups here, Croals 
probably the most angfY 
the Dayton accord's po 
and the e defiant abou 
implementation. ٍ 
The Croats are the biggest 
problem . . . [because] tfley ر‎ 
lacking a senge of terrltors 
identity,” sald Jacques Kiel", 
g U.S. diplomat who 18 ا‎ P 
cipal deputy high repre : 
of Western powers جلي‎ 8 
see themselves as infan 
a crib, and beleve the int: 
national community e 
to suffocate them before : 


| can grow,” 


illegally. The government must also 
raise lax Frevenıles, 

He suggestel a New Deal for 
Russia, emulating steps he sail US 
Presiclent Franklin D. Rousevelt 
look: "sone slate measures, some 
tax measures that beneflted the 
development of industry," 

As imprecise As this position 
seems, it places Primakoy close to 
the tack laken by Yeltsin's abandoned 
noniinee, Viktor Chernomyrdin, who 
pledged to print money to stimulate 
growth, pay back wages to workers 
and crack down on tax evnclers. 
Many economic observers think 
such a formula unworkable nt best 
and a recipe for disaster al worst. 
“Very strong polilical will 1s required 
of the prime minister to say and do 
extremely unpopular things," said 
Mau, “I am not sure [Primakov] has 


Yevgeny Primakov addresses forei 


during Lhe late years of the Soviet 
Union means he is familiar with Ilıe 
still garganttran Russian bureau- 
tracy. That history also nıakes lin 
atveplable to the Communists and 
ollıer' leftists; yet some liberals Jo 
not regard him as ideologically com- 
mitted to Marxism. 

Recently, Primakov hinted at 
s0me views on economics, In June, 
he told a meeting of business lead- 
ers in Switzerland that Russia had 
erred “because of a heavy policy tilt 
towartl macroeconomic stabiliza- 
tion" — a direct criticism of policles 
designed to keep inflation under 
control and the ruble strong. 

He said Russia erred by “depend- 
ing foo heavily on the continuing 
inflows ûf foreign capital." He sug- 
gested that foreign money needed 
to be be replaced by funds that Rus- 


sians had spirited out of the country | the guts and opportunities to clo It." -- 


seelng lhe clismeınbered bodies of 
children spread over the streets — 
created in Israelis an impression of 
war," sald Yaron Ezrahi, a political 


the militant Is- | philosopher. “That trauma has re- 


mained a very powerful experience,” 

The explosions also created a 
new political dynamic, mainly to the 
benefit of Netanyahu. A candidate 
for prime minister at the tine of the 
1996 bombings, he rode into office 
playing the security card. Since 
then he has wasted no opportunity 
to bash the Palestinian Authority on 
terror, even as the incidence and 
casualties of terror have decllned. 
“He can still rely on this memory 
and traıınıa, and he invokes it every 
tine he negotiates," Ezrahi sald. 

The goal is to show that while 
terror niay have abated lately, the 
Palestinians still have a basic strat 
egy of wiping Israel off the map, 
government officials say. That sort 
of rhetoric leads some Palestinians 
to suspect the Israell government 
would actually welcome a surge in 
violence. 

“1 believe Netanyahu dreams of a 
suicide attack in order to shed all 
his responsibilitles under the peace 
process,” said Mohammed Dalılan, 
the Palestinian security chief. “It 
would lift the U.S. presşure on hiin, 
and he'd be able to say to the world, 
‘You see?’ But we're denying him 
the pleaşure,” n 


rity forces have done little to 
dismantle Hamas, 
lamic group that has carried out 
bloody attacks in the past, 

But the Palestinian Authority 
insists terror is down because its se- 
curity apparatus has stopped Hamas 
in its tracks by seizing weapons and 
intensifying surveillance. To do 
Iınore, it argues — to move against 
the schools, clubs and other institu- 
tions that comprise Hamas’ Infra 
structure — would be to trigger civil 
war on the territory Arafat controls. 

Whatever the case, the decline in 
terror goes nearly unrenarked in 
Israel, Netanyahu rarely mentions 
that attacks have slackened since he 
took office, and no one seems 
inclined to believe that a new secu. 
rity climate nıay prevail, 

One explanation is that Israeli 


jews cannot quickly forget the car 


nage that filled their television 


screens in early 1996, when Hamas 


suiclde bombers killed dozens of 


people on city buses and in a Tel 
Aviv shopping center. Those biasts, 
and others like them, also destroyed. 
the idea that the Olo peace accord 
of 1993 had brought Israel a respite 
from terror, 


“The frequency of those attacks, 


and their incredible ruthlessness — 


war in the Serbian province ol 
Kosovo. And in the face of com- 
plaints from tbe United States and 
Israel, Prinıakov has deniecl thal 
Russia has supplied Iran with teclno- 
logy useful in building medium- and 
long-range missiles, He snid Any 
leakage was on a freelance basis 
beyancl the governntent’s contral, 
Tar’ all his disagreements witlı 
the United States, he concurs on 
one ktey unresolved issue: ratifi- 
cation of ite START Il nuclear arms 
reduction trealy. He persislentiy has 
urgêxl Russia's reluctanl legislalııre 
te eııdorse it. 

Many analysts attribute Prima- 
kov's rise to the premiership as a 
funttlion of his lack of a record on 
reform of Russia's economy. He has 
made no Iideologlcal enemies. "J 
wotid say one of his axlvantages is 
that he is a tabula rasa," said 
Vladimir Maıı, who heads a govern- 
ment research center. 

Primakav is not a trained eco- 
nomist. He has no links to big busi 
ness nor is he closely associated 
with the young reformers wlıo had 
directecl Russia's economy in recent 
years. Hisa membership on the Com- 
munist Party Central Committee 


planned terrorist stikeg against Is 


rael fizzle either because of inter 


vention and effective intelligence or 


because of simple luck. And Israel] 
remains one of lhe most security 
obsessed societies on Earth. 
Nonetheless, the fact remains 
that by ımost measures, the struggle 
between Arabs and Jews in lsrael 
has becoıne anıong the least violent 
of the world's low-intensity conflicts. 
It is against this backdrop tliat 


Washington lıas launched its latest 


diplomatic initiative to break tle 
18month logjam in the [sraeli- 
Palestinian talks. Yel as Dennis Ross, 
the chief U.S. Middle East envoy, 
shuttles between Israeli and Palestin- 


ian negotiators, security issues con- 
tinue to occupy center stage, and 
there has been no perceptible shift in 
Isracl's contention lhat ihe Palestin- 
ian Authority has done little to com- 
bat terror on the terttory it controls. 


The reasons for lhe dinıinution of 


violerce against Israelis are a sub- 
ject of ideologically charged debate. 
The rightwing government of 
Benjamin Netanyahu auggests it 
deserves credit for the dip by mak- 
ing clear to the Palestlnlans that no 
further concessions will be made if 
terror atfacks persist. At the same 
time, it contends that Arafat's secu- 


fragile health laking a toll on his 
abilities, Primakov has become the 
ceniral figure in Russian politics, 

"He will be wearing the hat not 
only of prime minister but of presi- 
dent,” pralicted Sergei Karaganov, 
a political analysl and a longlime 
Primakov associale. 

Primnkoy's ascension to prinıc 
ninister' jn sone ways parallels lis 
noınination as foreign minister 
uıoreê than 2% years ago. In botlı 
cnges, he was elevatecl to tlefyuse 
domestic polilicnl lensions. In early 
1896, Yeltsin was bedevilecl by for- 
eign policy critics who complainecl 
{hat Russia had sold out to the West. 
Prinıakov made foreign palicy a 
non-issue in Russia by distancing 
himself fron the United States; he 
contended Washington wns trying 
to dormıînate the globe, 

Since then, Primakov set out to 
reassert Russian fluence İn sev. 
eral areas, frequently to Washing- 
ton's discomfort. In the name of 
establishing a "multipolar" world 
system, he partially reestablished 
Moscows weight in the Middle 
East. He renewed political St ppol't 
for ofl Soviet allies, in particular 


ls Israel Demanding What's Being Done? 


7 | COMMENT 


Lee Hockstader 


O paradox of the comatose 


Middle East peace process is 


this: Israel insists it wlll make no 
deal to advance the peace until 


Yasser Arafat's Palestinian Author- 


ily does more to combat terror andl 

ensure the Jewish state's security, 

To hammer honıe lhat message, the 

government complains the Pales. 

tinians not only fall to fight terror, 
but actively encourage it, 

Yet, judging by the numbers of 
victims ol Palestinian attacks, Israel 
has not bcen so secure from terror 
in nore than a decade. 

According to figures (rom the 
pıime mînister's office — which 
uses a nıore Inclusive definition of 
terror than even the Israeli army — 
there have been fewer Israelis killed 
by terrorists in the last two years — 
36 — than İn any comparable period 

since 1987-38. 

No one can guarantee therc will 
not be another uptick inı bloodletting 
ifthe political winds shift. Moreover, 
while the death toll since 1996 may 
be modest compared to previous pe- 
riods, hundres more have been in- 
jured, some severely. And some 
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The nnssacre continual, peaking ın IY7K 
with the help of new arms pruvided hy thie 
Carler Admiuistqliva. The toll is eimalel .u 
abuul 200O, e worst sfauglter relulive lu 
Fupulainn since the holucumd. By 14975 the LS 
wus Jaıned by Brilain. France, und nhers taser 
tu gain what they could from the slauyluer. 
Under 1he presidency of Viulêry Giscarl 
FEstaing, the French Foreign Minisler, Leis 
de Guiringauıd, visiled Jakarta lo arrange [or the 
sale of French arms, judging his visit to have 
been “satisfying in all respecls"" and adding thni 
France would not “enıbarrass'"" Indonesia in 
international forums (9). Protest in 1he West was 
nıinuscule; liltle was even reported. 

Atrocities continue to lhe present wilh the 
decisive support of the US and its allies, 
though popular protest has increased, within 
Indonesia as well, where courageous dissi- 
dents, also unreported, have been calling on 
the West to live up to ils fine words. To bring 
this horror to an end requires no bombing, 
sanctions or other drastlc means: simple 
unwillingness to participate might well have 
sufficed. But that was never considered an 
option. The implications remain unexamined, 
dismissed in favour of ritual and irrelevant 
appeals to the cold war, 

In 1989 Australia signed a trenty with 
Indonesia to exploit the oil of “the Indonesian 
Pravince of East Timor” — which sober real- 
ists tell us is not economically viable and 
therefore cannot be granted the right of self- 
delermination affirmed by the Security 
Council and the World Court. The (realty was 
put into effect immediately after the army 
massacred severa!' hundred more Timorese at 
graveyard commemoration of a recent army 
assassination. Western oil companies joined in’ 
the robbery, eliciting’no comment. : '' : 

So matters continued until Ceneral Suharlo 
made hiš first mistakes. ' 
` Original text in English 
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ineflicieney of lhe system of corruption cauld 
nal entirely erodet". The benefits were 
enlıunced by exiraçtion ol other resources and 
the supply of super-cheap kıbour. kept that 
way hy the labour stundards that imjıress 
Washington. Much nf the rest is "a miruge". 
i$ was qUiCKIYy revealed when “furcign 
investors stampêded", 

The estimated $%Û billion priviıle debt is 
held by at most a few hundred individuals, 
Indonesian econoınisls estimate, perhaps AS 
few as 50. The wealth of the Suharto famîly is 
estimated at roughly the scale of the IMF res- 
cue package. The estimates suggest simple 
ways lo overcome the “financial crisis", but 
these are not or the agenda. The costs are to 
be borne primarily by 200 million Indonesians 
who borrowed nothing, along witlh Western 
laxpayers, in accord wilh the rules of “really 
existing capitalism". 


Oil reserves 


N 1975, the Indonesian army invaded East 

Timor, then being taken over by ils own 
populatton after the collapse of the Portuguese 
empire (8). The US and Australia, at least, 
knew that the invasion was coning and 
approved it. Australian Ambassador Richard 
Woolcolt urged his government to follow the 
"pragmatic" course of “Kissingerian realism”", 
(Kissinger was then secretary of slate in the 
Ford Administratlon). This was for one rea- 
son, because Australia nıight be able to make 
a belter deal on Timor's oil reserves with 
Indonesia “than with Portugal or independent 
Porluguese Timor", 

The Indonesian army relied on the US for 
90% of its arms, which were restricted to use. 
in “self-defence.” The rules were followed in 
accord with tha! same “Kissingerlan realism” 
and scant attention was pald t6 the restriction. 
Adhering to the same doctrine, Washington 
immediately stepped up the flow of arms 
while declaring an arms suspension. 
` The UN Security Counc} ordered 
Indonesia to withdraw, but that was an cmply 
gesture, As UN Ambassador Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan explained in his memoirs, he fol- 
lowed the directives of the State Department 
to render the UN “utterly ineffective in what- 
ever measures it undertook" because “lhe 
Uniled States wished things to.turn out as they 
did” and “worked ta bring this about", He also 
described how "things turned out", noting that 
within a few’ ınonths 60,000 Timûrese had 
been killed, “almost the proportion'of casua!- 
lies experienced by the Soviet Union during 
the second world war". E 


THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF COMPLICITY 
Indonesia, master card 
in Washington’s hand 


.| The erisis that started in Southeast Asia has now spread well beyond 


the confines of Asia. Its first victim — apart from the millions of work- 
ers now unemployed — was Indonesia's General Suharto. President 


for over 30 years, his monopoly of power was based on emoluments 


and corruption. Unable to carry out the reforms demanded by the IMF 
or to stop the riots, he was forced to resign on 21 May. His successor, 
B. J. Habibie, has promised elections, the release of political prisoners 
and changes at the top of the army. However, Indonesia, reduced to a 
poor country in just a few months, is in need of greater change. 


BY NOAM CHOMSKY 


was the Communist party {PKI), which was 
winning “widespread support not as a revolıı- 
tionary party but as an organisation defending 
the interests of the poor within the existing 
system," developing a “mass bse among the 
peasantry” through its “vigor in defending the 
interests of the ... poor" (2). The US cmbassy 
in Jakarta reported that it mighı not he pussi- 
bir to nvercome the PKI "hy ordinary deınoc- 
ratic ıncans”, so that "eliminilinn" by police 
und militnry might he undertaken. The Juınt 
Chiefs of Stalf urged thu "aclion must he 
taken, including uvert measures its required. iı 
ensure either {he xuccess of lhe dissidenls or 
lhe suppression uf lhe pro-enmmunist ¢lu- 
nıents of the Sukımo governmenl”. 

The "dissidents" were the leaders of ıı rebel- 
lion in the outer isliınds, the sile of nast of 
Indonesia's oil and US investments. US su|- 
port for the secessionist mouvement was “hy fir 
the largesl, and to Ihis Jay the leat known, ul 
the Eisenhower adniinistration’s covert mili- 
tarised imerventiûns,” two leading Snutheasl 
Asia specialists conclude in a revealing siudy 
(3). When the rebellion collapsed, after bring- 
ing down the last residue of parliamentary 
institutions, the US (umed to other means to 
“eliminate” the country's major political force. 

That goal was achieved when Suharto took 
power in 1965, with Washington’s strong sup- 
port and assistance. Army-led massacres 
wiped out the PKI and devastaled its ınass 
base in “one of {he worst mass murders of the 
20th century" comparable to the atrocities of 
Hitler, Stalin, and Mao, the CIA reported, 
judging “the Indonesian coup" to be “certain- 
ly one of the most significant events of the 
20th century" (4). Perhaps half a million or 
more were killed within a few months. 

The events were greeted wilh undisguised 
euphoria. The New York Times described the 
“staggering mass slaughter” as “a gleam of 
light in Asia," praising Washington for keep- 
ing its own role quiet so as not to embarrass 
the “Indonesian moderates” who were cleans- 
ing their society, then rewarding them with 
generous aid (5). Time praised the “quietly 
determined” leader Suharto with his “scrupu- 
lously constitutional" procedures “based on 


` law, not on mere power" as he presided over a 


“boiling bloodbath” that was “the West's besl 
news for years in Asia" (6). - 

The reaction was near-uniform. The World 
Bank reslored Indonesia -to favour. Western 
governments and corporations flocked to 
Suharto’s “paradise for investors”, impeded 
only by. tlhe rapacity of the ruling farmily. For 
more than 20 years, Suharto was hailed as a 
“moderate” who is “at heart benign" (The 
Economist) as he compiled a record of slaugh- 
ter, terror, and corruption that has few coun- 
terparts in post-war history. : 

Suharto is also hailed for his economic 
achievements. An Australian specialist who 
participated in economic modelling in 
Indonesia dismisses the standard figures as 
“seriously inaccurate": the regularly reported 
7% growth rate; for example, was invented on 
government orders, overruling the assessment 
of the economists (7). He confirms that eco- 


“nomic growth took : place, thanks to 


Indonesia's oil.reserves and the green revolü- 


N MAY 20, 1998 United States 

Secretary of Slate, Madeleine 

Albright, called upon Indonesia's 

President Suharto to resign and 
provide for "a democratic transition". A few 
hours laler, Mr Suharto transferred formal 
authority to his hand-picked vice-president. 
The two events were not simple cause and 
tffect. They do, however, give some indicn- 
tiun of Ihe nature of the relations that have 
evolved over half a century. 

Four months earlier, an Australian publiciı- 
lion had reported that while “IMF Director 
Michel Canklessus stood over Suharto with 
lıis arms folded in true colonial style, Sulıarto 
signed a new IMF agreement". The photo 
showing the humbling of Suharto was plas- 
lered across the loval papers the next day (lı. 
Whatever the circumstances, the symbolism 
was nol missed. Mr Sulhıarto’s rule relied cru- 
cially on US support. He has been a favourile 
af Western governments and investors since 
he took power in 1965. To sustain his power 
and violence, the White House has repeatedly 
evaded congressional restrictions on military 
aid and training: Jimmy Carter in 1978, Bill 
Clinton in 1993 and 1998. The Clinton 
Administration also suspended review of 
Indonesia's appalling labour practices while 
Praising Jakarta for bringing them "into closer 
conformity with international standards”. 

Mr Suharto's recent fall from grace follows 
a familiar course: Mobutu, Saddam Hussein, 
Duvalier, Marcos, Somoza, etc. The usual rea- 
S0nS are disobedience or loss of control. In 
Suharto's case, both factors operaled: his fail- 
ure to follow IMF orders that were subjecting 
the population to cruel punishment, then his 
Inability to subdue popular opposition, which 
made it clear that his usefulness was at an end. 

ter lhe second world war, Indonesia had a 
Prominent place in US efforts to construct an 
ternational political and economic order, 

lanning was careful and sophisticated; each 
‘tElon Was assigned its proper role. The “main 
Unction" of Southeast Asia was to provide 
"eSources and raw materials to the industrial 
Societies, Indonesia was the richest prize, In 
1948 the influential planner George Kennan 
described “the problem of Indonesia” as “tlıe 
Tost crucial issue of the moment İn our struggle 
With the Kremlin" — that is, the struggle 
3ainst independent nationalism, whatever the 
Kremlin role might be (in this case, very slight). 
: Kennan warned that a “communist” 
donesia would be an “infection” that “would 
ep westward" through all of South Asia. 
lerm "communism" is routinely used to 
‘over any form of independent nationalism, 
and it is understood that: “infections” spread 
"0l by conquest but by example: . 
1958 € problem of Indonesia” persisted. In 
Dull US Secretary of Stale, John Foster 
Co ¢8, informed the National Security 
yo ci that Indonesia was one of three major 

2 crises, along with Algeria and the 
a East. He emphasised thût here was no 
ا‎ role in any of these cases, with the 

ciferoug" agreement .of President 

Ssenhower, The main ‘problem in Indonesia 


Noam Chomsky is professor at 
ssachussetts Instinlik: of Technology 
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public enemy Kı 
dreamed of a ter, 
ow find a reason 


Translated by Wendy Kristianası 


ible — weapons of’ stealth in the fullest sens 
of the word. They cian be carried undelete: 
across borders, either in small initxal çullutc- 
or in sufficient quanliies dlrendy enough lu 
full-scale massacre. 

As a result, (he biulngiciıl threat ıs lah” 
very seriously indeed in ıhe Penıagon. ln . 
recent collection olf sludices of 2lst genl: 
warfure (5), Rober1 Kadlec, a US Air Fr. 
medical officer, wrote that, under lavoural . 
nıeteorologiciıl conditiuns, IOOkg of anhis' 
bacillus dropped by night on a cily the size 
Washington would cover an area ol 3" 
square kilometres and could kill belween w. 
and three million people — “as many PêF ' 
as a comparably-sized nuclear device”. % 
biological weapons nıay well be the “Pu 
man’s nuke". 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kadlec quotes the he 
of the US Army Chemical and Biologics 
Defence Agency (CBDA!) as considering 
biological threat the only one still capable r: 
“disastrous cffects on forces deployed n: 
theatre of operations", Which is no doubt wb: 
a number of slates in the world's two md’ 
areas of tension are thought to possess i: 
biological potential. In the Middle East, ¢: 
are Iraq, Iran, Israel, Libya and Syria, aw 
the Far East, China, North Korea and Taiwan 

The two cold war superpowers theme 
built up and developed considerable aren 
of biological weapons during the 19505 %; 
1960s before signing the [nternaf!o?” 
Convention 
Ea Biological 30 

Î Toxin Weare" 
in 1972 and 
claring hal Û 
had destroyed 


ê wenpons iS $ 
E from 
latest crisis 
Iraq, which 0 
signatory 6 
conven 
These weapons are so easy LO e 
intemnational inspection cannot possibly ا‎ 
effective as the inspection that ensuf® 2 
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons 
natories to the Non-Proliferalion 
Regular inspections would have l0 
ried out, covering not only ench cointj 
itary facilities, but also all its chemi 
maceutical and food factories, and ef i 
and cranny of its “presidential اا‎ ( 
emment buildings ~ in short, ai UNSC 
every state that signed the convention. 1 
As long as these weapons are [re# ! 


Osama bin Laden is now America's 
Could the forıner "freedom fighter" have 
role? Thousands of young Muslims wil! n 
joining his “holy war". But others will be reduced io sile 
for fear of being accused of complicity with a power thal he 
perpetuate an unjust world order, ۹ 

Willy-nilly the United States is locking itself into a “war; 
civilisations" and helping to widen the fracture between t, 
Muslim world and the West. But the old order i§ ont its «u; 


(1) Internationa Herald Tribune, Paris, 24 August |998. 
(2) “US Seeks Proof ûn Saudl's Role", fnternational Herald Tribune, 2.1 


(3) Al Shark, Qatar, quoled by Mideast Mirror, London, 21 August 1998. 
(4) Al Ahram Weekly, Cairo, 13-19 Augusu 1998. 

(5) "No Easy Remedies Against Anti-American Terrorism", fntergnutlprs 
Herald Tribune, 13 August 1998. 


S TOPPING THE SPREAD OF CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS 
The spectre of bioterrorism 


0 
. “poor man's nuke”, that is, as A detere 


Egyptian 


transition. 


August 1998, 


cial remarked, "We're in the deterrence business — [and it] is not 
based on legal niceties or delay” (1). Forget intemational! law, 
Anyway, İnternational law was not much help when there 
was no sure proof of Osama binı Laden's involvement in the 
criminal attacks on the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, 
But, while FBI chief Louis Freeh was telling the world that 
“We: are still in a fairly preliminary stage" of the inquiry, and 
his most senior colleague in the field was admitting that the 
main suspect arrested had neither confessed nor implicated Mr 
Bin Laden (2), the Tomahawks were already on their way. 
People in the Muslim world are getting tired of this arro- 
gance, Some of them think President Clinton was trying to turn 
attention from the Lewinsky affair; others say “a terrorist reac- 
tion 10 a terrorist action is unacceptable” (3), The most moder- 
ate think a military response has its limitatiohs, As an 
editorial put it, “AII the Penta 


gon’s power may help in fighting 
terrorism, but it will never be 


fully effective as long as discon- 
tent and [the [slamic world's] will to resist persist. A better 
approach would be policy shifts in favour of the oppressed, 
such as the Palestinians." (4} This is renyiniscent of something 
said by Robert M. Gates, head of the CIA under the Bush 
administration: “We can pursue policies and strategies that in 
the long term weaken terrorism's roots. We can pursue a peace 
in the Middle East that does not kowtow to Binyamin 
Nelanyahu’s obstructionism." (5) 
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The bombing of the United States’ embassies in Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam, the attack in Northern Ireland, the acts of the Aum Shinrikyo 
sect it Japan all point to the diversity of today's terrorist groups and 


no magic formula, But 
it is clear that the roots of 


the difficulties of dealing with them. There is 
even if strong action is obviously called for, 


terrorisın need to be eradicated. The post-cold war world appears to be 
a more dangerous place than it was in the days of the old superpower 


And if the various terrorist groups now move from con- 


confrontation. 


ventional weapons to chemical and biological ones, the world will have 


even grealer cause for alarm. 


BY GILBERT ACHCAR 


such a scourge as the American Indians were 
to cope with the microbes the conquistadors 
brought with them fron Europe in the 16th 
and 17th centuries. 

But quite aparl from the defence secretary's 
deliberate exaggeration, the fact is that a 
bioterrorist attack is far more likely and far 
more frightening than an airborne chemical 
attack on the US and its allies or their armed 
forces, The reason lies in the difference 
between these Iwo sorts af weapons. The dis- 
abling or fatal effects of chemical weapons are 
instantaneous, or at any rate much quicker 
than those of biological weapons, so they are 
much more useful in battle. The production 
and use of such weapons on a massive scale 
presupposes a minimum of sophisticated 
Ineanis more likely to be available to an army 
than lo terrorist groups. However, armies can 
protect themselves in advance against chemi- 
cal weapons by using masks, preventive med- 
ication, antidotes and so on. 


Biological weapons, on the other hand, are . 


much deadlier weight for weight. In the case 
of one of the most virulent, botulin (the toxin 
produced by the bacterium Clostridium botti- 
linum which causes botulism) the quantities 
required are infinitesimal. The lethal dose of 
this toxin is 15,000 times less than that of VX, 
which itself is far less than that of the nerve 
gas, sarin. Biological weapons have the fur- 
ther advantage of being living micro-organ- 
isms and are thus the only weapons that can 
proliferate without assistance once they are 
released into a suitable environment, In fact, 
this proliferation can actually be accelerated 
by genetic manipulation. And these weapons 
are easy to produce, often only requiring a 
rudimentary laboratory in a bathroom. 
Disseminating these biological substances 
does not call for sophisticated devices or mira- 
cles of ingenuity, either. They work through 
inhalation or ingestion and can easily be 
spread by crop-spraying equipment in the 
open or by aerosol sprays in a confined space. 
Alternatively, they can sometimes be intro- 
duced into the drinking water supply, or the 
food chain. Biological weapons are thug, invis- 


Week with Sam Donaldson and Cokie 
Roberts". Producing a five-pound bag of 
sugar, he repeated his apocalyptic warning, 
warning echoed immediately afterwards by 
the president in equally dramatic lermıs, telling 
the nation and the world that the crisis with 
Iraq was about “the security of the 2st cent- 
ury"". A few days afler his television appear- 
ance, the defence secretary went even further, 
earning himself the title of Dr Doom by stat- 
ing al a press conference that Iraq had enough 
VX nerve gas “to kill every man, woman and 
child on the face of the earth" (2), 

Of course, Mr Cohen omitted to mention 
that İraq had originally got its chemical and 
biological weapons from the West in the 
course of its war against Iran and the Iraqi 
Kurds (3) and that the Western powers had 
had very little to say when the [raqi goverm- 
ment repentedly used its chemical weapons 
against boıh these targets (4). And should we 
not also ask why it is considered less worrying 
for couniries such as Ismel and the five per- 
manent members of the UN Security Council 
to have weapons of mass destruction? 

But apart from these double standards, 
which are, after all, (he conmon currency of 
international relations, the US defence secre- 
lary 's stateınents were grossly exaggerated. To 
lake chemical weapons first, the claim thai 
Iraq has enough VX to wipe out the enlire 
population of the world is quite unrealistic. 
The lethal dose of VX is 0.4 milligrams, so it 
would lake more tlıan 2,000 Lonnes to desiroy 
the human race, even supposing the same 
minimum dose was administered to each and 
every one. UNSCOM says it has lost track of 
stocks amounting to one-tenth of lhat figure, 
The ravages caused by the dissemination of 
200 tonnes of VX would be lerrifying enough. 
So why did Mr Cohen feel the need to eXag- 
gerate so much, if not to poison people's 
minds for political purposes? 

I¢ is even less plausible to claim thal five 
pounds of Bacillus anthracis would be enough 
to wipe out lhe entire population of the US, If 
lhat were indeed the case, it would mean that 

the Americans are as ill-equipped to deal with 


ELF-DEFENCE., That's the principle invoked by the 
Unites States to justify attacking “terrorist training 
camps” ir Afghanistan and a pharmaceutical factory in 
Sudan. In an international system in which states are 
challenging the law of the jungle, the Stale Department needed 
a legal cover for lhe bombings on 20 August 1998 which 
violated the sovereignty of several states. So it invoked Article 
31 of lhe Urited Nations Charter. But the article only provides 
for the use of “self-defence” in the case of “an armed attack — 
until the Security Council has taken measures necessary tO 
maintain international peace and security", Did the US really 
defend itself from “an armed attack" while waiting for the 
Security Council to take the “necessary measures"? 

Ir seems not, Indeed, a number of American officials have 
pointed out that last month's rnids marked a turning point in 
Waslıinglon's strategy: the US no longer feels constrained to seek 
an international consensus or the backing of ihe UN. As one offi- 


Holy war 


EDITORIAL BY ALAIN GRESH 


On 23 March 
his year, a 
United Kingdom 
government 
spokesman 
. announced that 
„, Lhe UK custoıns 
„#4 aulhorilies had 
yê been placed on 
alert following 
reports of an 
Iraqi attempt to 
smuggle anthrax 
into the couulry 
in bates intend- 
ed for the duty- 
free trade. A few weeks earlier, the prime 
minister, Tony Blair, had himself raised the 
spectre of biological warfare in a House of 
Commons debate during the crisis with 
Baghdad in January and February. 

On the other side of the Atlantic, the Uniled 
States media were carrying reporîs that lwo 
men suspected of carrying quantities of 
anthrax bacillus in the boot of their car had 
been arrested by the FBI in Las Vegas on 19 
February. Il appeared that one of the men, a 
former extreme-right militant and specialist in 
biological weapons, had been found guilty of 
misappropriating phials of bubonic plague 
germs in 1995. This time, however, it turned 
aut that the suspect substance was only an 
anti-anthrax vaccine for veterinary use. 

But the story had broken at just the right 
time for the Clinton Adnıinistration, with the 
deadline for a possible military strike against 
Iraq fast approaching and US public opinion 
increasingly alarmed aı Ihe prospect, 

According to Newsweek (1), the bioterrorist 
argument was first used by the Pentagon to 
persuade the president of the nced lo nct, The 
decision is reported to have been taken al a 
National Security Council meeting in 
November 1997 after US Defence Secretary 
Willianı Cohen had alerled tle president to the 
danger of Baghdad holding stocks of biologi- 
cal weapons. 

This suspicion had been raised by in- 
spectors from UNSCOM, the UN special 
commtission responsible for overseeing ihe 
disurmament of Iraq, whose disagreement 
witlı the Iraqi authorities had caused the crisis. 
The defence secretary explained thal five 
pounds (2.27kpg) of Bacillus anthracis spores 
would be cnough lo wipe out tlie entire popu- 
lation of the US, The president was impressed 
asked him to repeat the statement in pub- 

ic. 

Mr Cohen gave a dramatic demonstration 
on the popular American TV show, “This 


Gilbert Achcar is a lecturer in political sci- 
ence at thg Uitlversity of Parîs VIII and the 
American. University of Paris, member of the 
Centre interdisciplinaire de recherche sur la 
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CRIMINAL NETWORKS ENJOY OFFICIAL PROTECTION 
e r UT UFEILIAL PROTECTION 


Turkey’s pivotal role in the world drugs trade 


With last month's appointment of a new chief of staff, Husseyin ا‎ out of ٤ commission's official repr. 
HE attempted murder on 12 May ا‎ 1 , e n an explosive document made public by 
ıhis yeur of Akin Birdal, preside o Kirtkoglut, Turkey’s powerful generals are now discuss Ag ways of dis 


: . : the editor of the weekly Aydinlik al û press |. 
the Turkish Human Rights #azilling the country’s notorious mafia networks. This was made all conference in Istanbul on 21 Seplemke 1996 


Association, has reopened the debate #hg more urgenl by the 17 August arrest of mafia boss Alaattin Çakici the MIT itself accused its Tival organisation, 
oıı ihe activities of the criminal networks that 


2 1 . . . _ Turkey's national police, of having “provided 
have Hourished under the protection of the 1 Nice. Çakici, who had escap ed fi OI a Swiss Prison, was 1n Pp Osses palice identity curds and diplomatic passports 
Turkish authorities. The attempt took place in Sion of a Turkish diplomatic passport and claimed to be working for to members of group which, in the guise of 
E 2 ٣ aficr 2 Mr 2 the Turkish intelligence services, Turkey is currently seeking his ehe e to en 
رو ی‎ a FIDH) of wp extradition. However, with the growing state sponsorship of organised e a aE 


: e Azerbaijan lo engage in drug trafficking”. [i 
he is vice-president, that drew wide public crrmme, any real attempt to clean tp û corrupt System remains in doubt. provided a list of names of some of the Irak 
Attention to what is going on in Turkey. “in 


fickers operating under the protection of lhe 
Spuin, the 28 murders conmitted by the OAL : police. The police, via police chief Flanefi 
have become a matter of concen at the highest BY KENDAL NEZAN Avci, returned the compliment and handed 
gOvernmenl level," protested Mr Birdal, over a list of named drug Iraffickers emplûyed 
“whereas in Turkey, which likes to preseiıt by the MIT. Accurding to Inspector Savat's 
itself as a law-abiding state and wltich is scek- 


Teporl, the intra-police war for control of this 
ing adınission 10 tlte European Union, not one did you kidnap Oıner Luftu Topal [lhe casino som did not stop Canturk [rom being kid- lucrative trade had thus far cost the lives of 15 


single perpetrator of more than 4,500 unsolved king]? On your own account? Don"t you know rapped on 28 July |996 by police officers MIT officers, 
murders carried oul since [99|] [the faili mesul you're serving a political master? Namely under Çatli's orders. The officers were recog- Western Europe is the principal target of ıhis 
cinayetleri] has so far been arrested. In nıy Prime Minister Tansu Çiller and Mehmet Agar nised by a witness and reported lo the [staııbul massive trafficking operation. However, most 


country, the murderers are on the streets ancl [director-general of the national police],'" police on 25 August []996, They were arrested European goverrıments prefer to maintain an 
the intelleciuals are behind bars," Mrs Çiller"s bluste 


ring statement back on and briefly held in Istanbul on 27 August, embarrassed silence over Ankara’s dealings, in ع‎ 
In a report published on 28 January 1997, 4 October 1993 has often been ciled: “We then promptly transferred by night to Ankara 
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THE RISE OF FRANCE’S FAR RIGHT 


the sanıe way that they have refrained fronı 
the Turkish government's chief inspector, know the list of businessmen and artists on the personal orders of lhe minister of inte- open criticisn of the destruction of 1,438 
Kutlu Savas, described how, in the juridical involved in racketeering with the PKK rior In order to cover for them, lhe minister Kurdish villages and the displacement uf Mor 
noman's land of Kurdish Southeast Turkey, [Kurdistan Workers’ Party] and we shall be placed them under the close protection of than 3 million Kurds by their Turkish allies , 
the army's “special war unils" were not just bringing them to account ™ Beginning on I4 Sedat Bucuk. a member of parliament and a (7). However, on 22 Junuary 1997 a German | 
killing with impunity, bu were also involved January 1994, almost |0) people were indli- key figure in Mrs Çiller's “special organisa- judge, Ralf Schwulbe, launched public ûcusur ' 
in protection rackels, blackmail, rape and drug vidually picked up by commandos wearing tion". The witness who so raslly repurted the tions ağoinst the Turkish government in gener- 

trafficking (1). The reporl also describes how uniforms and travelling in 


police vehicles and proceedings was eliminated on 38 AUBUSI. al and Mrs Çiller in particular. These were ! 
the Turkish government handed over the secu- were then killed somewhere ılong the roul The costs of the “speciul war" have been 


rity nf a huge aren — around 1he towns of fron Ankara to Istanbul in the “satanic trit- high. In 1993 1 sum 
Siverek and Hilvan — ta tlıe private army of gle" of Kocaeli (n fiefdom of the far-righı 
tribul chicf Sedat Bucak, a member of purlia- ımafia und a local point for the trafficking ul 
ment close to the former Prime minister, heroin inlo Europe). 

Tanu Çiller. The operative head of the s 


taken up by Tom Sackville, a minister al ıhe 
of $70 million wax allo- British Home Oflice, who vated in the Smt 


cııted from the prime minister's secrel funds. Times on 26 January 1997 that MF of he 


Holocaust denial is part of a strategy 


remarks in Munich, Le Pen wis vıınply 
Accurling lo Inspector Savas, this sum was herin seized in Britain cume Irom Turkey and OLOCAUST denial is a conye- BY VALERIE IGOUNET 

used ımainly for buying welpOons and aıi-ler- that his government was cuncerned al repors 

pecial operations rorisl equipment from Israel ùnct for external that members olf the Turkish police, and even 

Iu an incident which had major repercus- bureau, wliu has been directly implicated in uperations. On the home front, racketeering of the Turkish government. were involved ın 
sions, this warlord politician was the sole sur- these killings, was AbUullah Çalli. Çalli wus and stcrel funding made it possible to mınin. drug trafficking, 

vivor of a road nccident in November 1996 ciose to Ile former prime minister, who Pail tain an array af hired killers and informers. 


near Susurluk. Mr Bucak had been travelling hini a fulsome tribute after his death in tlie However, Ihe cost of maintaining private 

: wilh a chief of police aııd a well-known fnr- Susurluk uccident. He is reckoned lo have 
right mafia boss, Abdullah Çalli, who had been one uf the main perpetrators of under- 
been inıplicated in the tempted assassination ground operalions carried out by the Turkish 
of the Pope and wus wanted both by Interpol! branch of the 


"asserting loud hi ا‎ ۳ NN 
: 1 i i- ain boo and thin the task of miliuli: 
nlent polemical substitule for anti TEE E IR e E Rh 
iti : differ- و‎ : ee aliunal". The aim is lo discredit is ¢ reckuim bistorical ind Pulitical vucu 
| e lL 0 e VAIL the Jews, I Jo not find it surprising thal listo E E 0f 0 ا‎ to free public debate frumı the 
; strands of Je Merit Le Pens National Front rians on both sides should, in all good faith, 0 E e Rê OF SIU ips Sa By Ie Ra iE 
۰ n. 1 : d their figures." (2) By "Jewish dom "or “nadi. Fay" 5). According ln hini, the FN leader was vu 
“IFN) react to it, but, on the whole, the parly take time to put forwar : like “government Jew" or “medic Jew". (5). According 1 
2 1, Dut, : : shed themes of the holo- tems like "gove 3 kK J the last barriers preventing 
; kes a conciliatory line. Since its foundation taking up the cherished ke is the only party whose platform 1o “break down 1 أ‎ 3 
‘irinies sileh us Sedal Bucak's (20,000 meni 1š Force”, Fernando Carpentier, issued a solemn il has gradually ا‎ incorporuling the claims caust deniers and E j RI ا‎ e ah to deny the people from accepl ing FN Oley ٤ 
well as the 64,000 “village guards" (pro-gov- warming {hat Turkey was “Ile only member ol of holocaust deniers into ils ideology. ans, Le SOE O EKE el holocaust. In July 1990 FN deputy Marie- These ا‎ e 0 a ETT 
ernment Kurdish militias} made it necessnry lhe OECD not applying the measures decided ا‎ Recurrenl references by FN leaders to the E e ا‎ later Le Pen confirmed his France Stirbois was the sole ınember of the ılation of the hislory 


Prompted by these diselusures, an 17 June : 
1997 the head uf ıhe OECD’ “Financial Task 


1 ا‎ 0 : 2 : . wholly conceived and 
Gladio organisation (3) and had lo find more funding. So Turkey's slite-owned by the OECD io prevent nıoncy laundering’ | ‘wl period of the second world war, slips of the st denial. On Assemblée Nationale to vote dgainsi the war”, a manoeuvre hn 
1 for drug trafficking and by the Turkish stale played a key role in the bloody events of the banks wetre mobilised to Bieuide generous The situation cannot be allowed to continue ngue that are actually quite delibere, and 2 ey panel dis- Gayssot Acl, which made the denial of Nazi e it as guilty 
أ‎ for the murder of seven leftwing militants, period 1976-40 which paved the way for the credit facilities for governmem supporters in for much longer. We are giving the Turkish Snstant harping on the theme of "Jewish E EE ramme (Le Grand Jury RTL-Le war crimes a criminal offence. She described e E of inpieccdE nia babay 12, 
For the people of Turkey, the Susurluk military coup of September 1980, (During tlial the regions, But the main source of funding authorities until Seplentber to pass the ııece Piracy", are part and parcel of a holocaust 0 ا‎ ferred to the gas chambers as "a it as a tolalitarion altemıpt to establish official an ا‎ GU lhê Jews: The geni 
affair and ils sinister associations has become period, as head of the far-right Grey Wolves has been the trafficking of heroin on a massive sary legislation. Otherwise the country could denial Strategy. The various appeals to anli- Mon tail of the second world war". truths and give historical statements about he a E : Ol oF WEN IRS ER i Ik 
Synonymous with the Turkislı state's slide into militia, he hal been accused, among other scale. face n potentially destructive renetion from the ; kwish feeling, reflecting a deliberate policy, point o t he had not seen them with his second world wûr the status of "offici al era te siipls ihe Fêéult of hiz 
mafia activities. lt has Prompled repealed calls things, of the nıurder of seven leftwing world banking community." . 3îê inlended lo give a batlery of signals to the Protesting tha de a special study of the dogma" (3). Subsequently, the “50 proposals اا‎ 4 d timanoeuyvre itself was 
for a clean-up in the upper echelons of the students}, Fronı oil to dru Even Washington, Turkey's faithful ally, ! Mli-Seımitic electorate that already votes for own eyes Nor چ ك‎ Ihe existence of put forward by the FN's national delegate and manoeuvre. An 
Slate. The public outcry has nol been satisfied Abdullah Çatli is accused of having organ- 8 has begun to break its silence, The ! Wê FN or is moving in that direction. question, he aske 
by the setting up 


( 1 ا‎ based on a lie. 2 
the pas chambers was “a revealed truth in second-in-command, Bruno Mégret, included Peltier argued that the “battte for memory 


might appear paintless .to the population at 
large bul was in fact of erucial importance. 
Notwithstanding Jean-Marie Le Pen's political 
N THE 20th anniversary of its founda- rhetoric, the gas chambers were not a “detail”, 


of 1 parliamentary conmis- ised the escape from prison and flight to S INCE ihe 1950s Turkey has played a key international Narcotics Control Strategy 
sion, nor by Prime Minister Miesul Yilmaz's Europe of Mchmet Ali Agca, the man held role in channelling into Europe and the Report (INCSR) by the US State Department, : imed, “a subject of debate among histori- 
Somments On its report in a TY appearance on responsible for the murder of the editor of the United States heroin produced in Afghanistan, published in February 1998, revealed thal Piry member, was one of the main purveyors ر ا‎ hêr ha was air wiih ME Breaking down the last barriers 
23 January 1997, These are jus seen as liberal dai] yY paper Milliyet. He was also Pakistan and Iran. The operation is run by “about 75% of the heroin seized in Europe is ùf holocaust denial claims in French aud inler- ans", As 


| he FN accepted the denial of history from 
| 
| 1 "gi lied in the negative, 
attempts to cover up lhe extent of the Ban- ْreporled to have organised the assassination nıafia groups closely controlled by the MIT. either produced in, or derives from, Turkey’ itlonal far-right circles. In March 1978 he Roques's ideas, Le Pen replied i ga 


hê 
e outset François Duprat, a card-carrying which everyone had to believe", It was, he the repeal of "anli-freedoın legislation". 


grene eating at the very heart of the state, par- attempt on the Pope at the request of Turkish One of their personnel described their rela- that “four to six tons of heroin arrive from 


mC by û car bomb. The FN's officiel ا‎ in National E j tion the FN confirıned this stance by They 0 political 
ticularly since the political and police figures nıafia boss Bekir Celenk, in exchange for the tions with the police in the following terms: there every month, heading for e Wuspaper, Le National, carried the funeral been ل‎ ailo! incorporating in its platform “16 lines of 1 ene of this exclusion that the 
under suspicion are still very much at large sum of 3 million marks. He moved to France “Oıtr people are able to pass tlırough Yesilköy Europe” and that "a number of laboratories ior rallon, which described him as an ‘historian ا‎ Ea was no slip of the action to implement the great alternative". fife, 
and claiming that they acted on orders from and there, under the name of Hasan Kurtoglu, [Istanbul] airport whenever they wish, without the purification of the opium used in transform ‘oncemed with the “struggle for historical The “poin 
high-up in the state apparatus (2). 


The measures proposed are directly relevant French people were crushed by taxation and ٣ 


: : 1 by criminal govern- i, 
resumed his services for the Turkish state, being controlled by customs, with briefcases ing the basic morphine into heroin are located to holocaust denial. They include "defence of delivered up defenceless by £ 


lh". il ended on the following note: “Know tongue. H was a further step towards lle incor- 
which put him in charge of a series of attacks containing 3-5 million marks. Sometimes they on Turkish soil", The report also stresses that 


bal you did not die in vain, for we shall take poration of holocaust denial into FN ideology. 


(FP. In 1‏ " ا 1 ا ا 
f teaching, ments to invasion by, the third world” ( ِ‏ 1 
e more radical, as the fundamental freedoms o 4 lelê, Beier Jesérlbêad' tha Eos 8‏ , : 
E ha N 1‏ ا State-sponsored killers on Asala, tlie Armenian Hberation movement, stamp their passports, sometimes they don't. Turkey is one of the countries most affected Ip the struggle. Your work will be con- The party's Tel e the "myth of research, enterprise, work and information E‏ 
he arly's followers were and the “guarantee of freedonı of expression e e pane ag i N 1‏ د and other Arntenian interests. These included Our boss has got all kinds of false passports, by money-Jaundering, which takes places Y4 lnued!" (1) For 10 years Jean-Marie Le Pen the FN ie‏ 
CE inspector Savas accuscs a man by blowing up the Armenian monument at slamps ete," (4). the countries of the former Soviet Union dtepled holocenust deniers in his party but the 6 million ee by this. Eight months through the repenl of anti-freedom legislation E E a ١‏ 
will e flarê u nû Banês ill i‏ 7وو . : 1 .)4( lhe name of Yesil, known as "the Alfortville on 3 May 1984 and the atlemplted After the Gulf war in 1991, Turkey fouuıd particular, through the medium of casinos, Sl nothing in public. 1 lp erg boe 14.4% of the vote in the‏ 
e rg o ke ah | :‏ تا , the FN ideologisis revised their later, Le d of the residential election. That Speaking in Munich on 5 Decembeı‏ 1986 ا Terminator", of responsibilily for at least 19 murder of activist Ara Toron ian. itself deprived of the all-important Iraqi mar- construction indusiry and tourism.‏ 
: أ iene Seo Hs ep eae o Tented of drug unleRhg Û ho O Ren ol the loss by larga Ot he potential medin impact of first Holes Gaia ieruiore ve gi oi eas described the gas chambers as a ê ROI clearly. . SR‏ 
٣ ûcaust denial. The Roques affair marked rh rty convention. A year laler, al "point of detail". After this, some a On I2 March 1998 Le Pen, accompanied 0‏ ج nıent, Mehntet Sincar, His report states that the eventually arrested for drug trafficking in its own, il decided to nake up for tlie loss by (1) "Tn the region under State of Emergency [ihe‏ 
sclool, Le Pen indulged in a of opinion eınerged within the FN as 8 : SGN OE lal û rea BE a 1. ,‏ ا , Terminalor, "acting in the full knowledge of Paris on 35 Qectober 1984. He was sentenced {turning nore massively (o drugs. The traffick- provinces], lhe authority to apply the dear sentence 1 e first step, În an interview published a‏ 
oak Hebdo, Le Pen made lis first public the r-erémaloire”™ at the expense of to the strategy should be pursued. 0 a DB a ie i r E | : 1‏ ن the MIT [National Intelligence Organisation], to seven years’ imprisonment, and in 1988 he iırg increased in intensily with the arrival in been brought down to the level of low-ranking‏ 
one of whose chiefs he referred lo as baba was handed Over to Switzerland, where he power ùf the “hawks” after {he death of even more seriously, to repentant prisuners, 1 ls a lalement on tle matter. He trod carefully, but pün, Duraiou he civil service the last sylla- Mêgret, in particular, supported the “battle for o Fı E ar E‏ 
e Mt | 1‏ ا r “oven”. The clumsy freedom of vocabulary" but;argued for greater‏ وا 0 a ase dver ie: ed condemning Henri Roques for his. the‏ او [father], was able to run a bank account in was also wanted on charges of drug dealing. President Turgut Özal in April 1993, _ lerrorists or‏ 
إا ! after a case has been has bet" ial that the gas chambers had existed. e a gas chambers was not lost on moderatllon, - of eer and a “writer of alent". In so: doing, he‏ اا ۹ Ankara, through which huge sums of nıoney Despite a fresh seven-year sentence, he man- Acvording to the interior minister, the war in aE‏ 
ا | Passed deriving [rom protection rackets and aged lo escape in March 1990 and relumed t0 Kurdistan lad cost the Turkish exchequer ‘adjourned In ihe courts, ancl ars found dead unuler a brid : ‘S 1S not a matter for the administration or re erence As in the case of his earlier “slip of Apart from such slight differences gE e‏ 
ih ٤‏ ا i Our,” said Le Pen. “Tt is a purely a ques- the public, ı 0 i as alert io cour emphasis, (he FN unanimously approved Le al‏ ا 2 drug trafficking", Carrying papers supplied by Turkey, where he was {hen recruiled by the upwards of $12.5 billion (5), whereas, accord- It is obvious thal one cannot speak of munlers ty‏ 
n e Tk Bi Sa i 4‏ ا the prime nıinister's intelligence office, Yeşil police for “speciul missions". This al a time ing to the daily Hiirriyet, Turkey's lıeroin traf.  Perpelmtors.” So writes o hiin oe blaheed a a 8 historical research . . . All reasonable a di Sli paid to the FN leader Pen's sıatement. Martin Pellier,‏ 
a 2 1‏ . ا hi hii hted his obsession with the period National Hebdo, almitled E‏ ا uCCept thal Jews died e‏ 0 ا ایم ی ای اوا ارہ یا اا 1 . lef Turkey on 23 October 1996 and headed for when he was aflicially being soughl by the ficking hrought in $25 billion in 1995 and‏ 
ا According to the Turkish dally £/4rriyer, 6 Jun e i Cımps. What ‘revisionist historians are hig 45 Le Pen Is out to mutilate holocaust one or.two disgruntled letlers but empiasi the (lı Le Nartanal. April 1978. ST‏ ر 1 .)6( 1996 Beirut in the conıpany of 1wo MIT agents Irav- Turkish authorities for murder and faced a 337.5 billion.in‏ 
ا إ . elling on diplarnatic Passports. possihlc deatl) penalty. Only crimimıl networks working in close police officers accusel of involventent In ese oper Mullng is the method of extermination, i.e. 1939- : fuse thé issue of the Nazi the overall absence of disapprova] within the {2) Natkmal Hebdo, 11 June, 1986, p, 6. 1 E‏ 
ose is twofold. First, to party. The FN leaders were no longer con¬ (3) Marle-Frince. Stlrbals, “Un seul cicisme : le maelsine | 1 N‏ ا ا Another Police-sponsored seria] killer, . Çalli, described by Mrs Çiller as a “greal co-operation will the police and the army could hava been pronıoted. : : lwork ser uf 2 Eas chambers, and the numbers involved,‏ 
regime, Second, to deny cerned to trivialise holocaust denial. Their enllfançais", Ecrirs de ۴a i uly “Anis 9 13 | !‏ پاچ ا million . . . These are matters for spe- a‏ ا dl war. fl‏ ا Ayhan Çarkin, was interrogated by the MIT patriot”, was a terrible man with a dreadful possibly organise trafficking on such i scale, (3) Oladlo is an anti-communist e‏ 
ir e 2 1 ٠‏ ا ا must be settled by historical Fiebre I by the Third Reich in attempt to incorporate it in, their‏ ا ihe second‏ پو ریا رم نا on 28 August 1996. He said ihat ie been record of alrocities to hiş name. For example, The traffickers themselves iravel on diplomatic i‏ 
E a Sey ith being involved in 91 murders in he would demand money from people on.Mrs passports, According to witnesses at ilıe parlia- 4) Sûner Yalçin and Dogan Yurdakul, fies. rT ^ BY In the case of the genoçide of tablish it as a respectable reference, stralegy had. succeeded. Ten years ago, . {5) Marlin Peltier, “Ma semaine", Natikmal Hebdo, 15-21] | E‏ 
EN 1‏ ا East and Soıtheasl Turkey. My interrogators Çiller"s “list”, promising to get their names mentary commission inquiring.into the Tiirk Teilkçisis (The Rais: Qladlo's Turkish Ra Wp ofder O e del. The FN's anti-immigration “point of detail" had provoked resignations‏ 
ا ۱ 18-24 have told me, ‘We know about that and removed, and then pocket the money and have Susurluk accident, the drugs are even trans- . Yayinlari, tanbul, Ocıober 1997. aj "€ Igounet is at the Cenire for the Study if not a model. blind us to the turn taken in and public criticism from within the .party, {6) Martin Peller, "Ma semaine", Nartinal fiebdo,‏ : 
Pan became a regular Today the ideological groundwork has been e 1997, p.2. ۰ 2 : ٤‏ ر j wentletl Century European History al the focus‏ ۴ 1 .1097 ا 29 nobody’s holding {hat against you. But why them kidnapped and killed. One of, his vic- ported by military helicopter from the Iranian (5) Turklsh Dally News.‏ | ; 1 
propaganda. The first shot was ` Iaid and ihe scene İsset. . 5 O) Ibid | |‏ ا ا Migration Commit e tattonale des sçlencesş politiques,‏ ن klr by‏ ر tims, Behcet Canturk, was to Pay $10 million, border; The president of the.commission,‏ | ا د 3 
Kendal Nezan is Presiden! of the Kurdish to which “Casino King" Omer. Luft Topal Mehmet Erkalmis, has himself complaingf,: of iha Turkish parliameht and: qjuoted in Turkish Pret: û coauthor of Négationnistes::les chif. firéd by Le Pen himself, in an attack on the Martin Peltier wrote that, by repeating ٤‏ 
tin 0 :‏ رط ل e lrsriuute in Paris added a further $17 million. This double ran- that these danıning allegations have been, CED; June.'1998, \.. ,. EEE 3 de histoire, Sylepse et Galias, 1997: fı‏ 
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ISRAEL AT FIFTY 


Zionism’s secular revolution 


longer acceptable after the founding of Israel. 

Zionism'"s moral right to a part of Palestine 
— not all of Palestine — came from the Jews’ 
existential necessity to find refuge and make a 
state for thenmıselves. No people anywhere in 
the world had more need of a home. But once 
this objeclive had been reaclıed the situation 
totally changed. In no way could the status of 
the lerritories conquered in 1967 be likened to 
Ihal of the conquests of 1949. Even today only 
A minority of Israelis feel sufficiently sure of 
themselves to articulate this clear canceptual 
iramewoark. 

Which is why there was no visionary capa- 
bie öf raising the flag of a new Zionism 10 
succeed the conqueror-Zionism of the firs 
half of the century. Thut is until the Oslo 
accords — signed by men who lad shown 
tolal conformity when {hey were in power 
1wenly years earlicr, Rabin and Peres, to thcir 
credit, Finally dared put an end to the 
mediocre debale — the only debate which 
ever really concerned our élite — hetween 
extreme uunecxalionists and {hose whuı 
favoured some form of “lerritorial conıpra- 
mise". Thin meant annexing the Golan, Ihe 
Jordan valley, some partis of Judiciu and 
Samurin. with lhe rest of it going tt King 
Hussein uf Jourdain. However, z14 û result nl 
Oe, Yitzhak Ribin was killed and Shimon 
Peres fell frum power, 

Hoewcver. this Iranslburnatinmn would ıl 
hive heen persible without the clecp curents 
ut werr coursing rough lsracli vucicly. Tor 
there is û carrelalion DAWE Ihe cvulution ut 
our suriely And the Ariab-lsracli cumilit. ‘The 
land-owning mystitjue which dicted he ter- 
rilorial pulicy decisions of our crs 
rulers, hah Libuur ind Likud. ulsays canie 
puck tes the hitory-religinn cunliuuum. [ruin 
dition ol ull Zionisnı, including ils “™ecular” 
wip. 

This mystique wis widely shared. Which i» 
why all the Zionist streams, religious and sec- 
ulur, right and lefl, despite all their differ- 
ences, wanted the widest possible borders. For 
everyone, Zionism was defined in terns of 
clllture, history, religion. The nation of Isracli 
citizenslıipn most often seemed like ù sori of 
Jegal fiction: nou-Jewisl citizens were not puri 
of ihe fumily. 

I Look Ihe appearance of deep cracks in the 
history-religion continuum for the Oslo 
accords to see the light of day. The cexlstence 
of the stale itself created a new dynamic, The 
normalisalion of the Jewish condition, the’ 
appearance of lhird- and fourth-gcenerution . 
Israelis, moÖdernisation and the opening up lo 
the outside world produced phenomena 
unknown in the past: our society became 
engaged in a liberalisation which inexorably 
shattered the old one-dimensional Zionism. 

For the first tine we were seeing something 
truly individualistic, secular, basing identity‘ 
on aspirations to freedom and self-determina- 
tion, on people’s freely expressed will and nat 
on history and old stones. It is a revolution 
fiercely contested by the old Zionism of blood 
and earth, The West. Bank settlers and their 
Likud allies are right (o maintain that recogni- 
tion of Palestinian national rights ınarks the 

. ond of an era. a a 

Israel continues to draw nearer, if often 
with too much hesitation and too Tiltile speed, ı 
to the traditions of the Enlightenment. A. 
growing numbéër of intellectuals feel closer to 
the nationalism of a-Michelet {han Lo that of 
Johann Gottfried Herder who, at the start of 

, Iie century, had animated Zionism. in Eastern . 
Burope; Today's writers and artists are worlds 
away from the famous names of the previous . 
generation who were often associated with the 
founding, of: thie Movenient for a Grenler Israel 
after the Six Day War. .: : ۹ 

Attitudes different from ortginal Ziodisnt 
arg becoming more frequent, In spite of the 
roal culture war still! ahead and some massive 
resistance. (Rabin's aşsassination:is not neces- 
sarily the last act of the drama), ibe second 
Zionist revolution — humanist, rationalist and 
secular — İş already undèr way. » +< ., أ‎ 

` ` Translated by Wendy Kristilanasen | 


BY ZEEV STERNHELL 


power in 1977 and was responsible for the 
great expansionist wave of the 1980s as well as 
ihe 1982 Lebanon war. At its core, all Zionism 
is just a classic variation of that closed nalion- 
alism which appeared in Europe al the turn of 
the century, just as the liberal nationalism that 
eınerged from the Enlightenment and the 
Freuch Revolution was on the wane. 

Jewish nationalism is hardly any differen 
from the natioualism of Central aud Eastern 
Europe: ethnocentric, religious and cıllural, 
immersed in the cull of an heroic puıst. It hus 
no difficulty in refusing to others the same 
elementary righls which, in all tranquillity, it 
demands for itself. Thus Zionism, confident of 
ils right to reclaim all the historîc lund of its 
kings and prophets, was unable to conceive 
thal lhere could be any other legitimacy in the 
land of tlıe Bible. So we must ascribe the 
beginnings of our settlemem of Arab lunds 
occupied in June 1967 to lhe very nature cf 
Dur nationalisın, not to the heady victüries of 
war ur the passing exlincliun of some hunıan- 
ist value. IF we liad just wunted tn keep the 
lerritories as bargaining courters [or pice 
aiùinsl Ihe duy the Arabs were prepared lo 
neruliate. why not have kepı Ihe under the 


rules of strict military occupation together 
with absolute respect for inlernational law? 

1l was not just Golda Meir, prime minister 
at lle time of the 1973 war, who was afflicted 
with the blindness of negating the Arab 
national movement, She was another repre- 
sentative of the pioneéring generation. 
Generals Allon and Dayan, too, botlı born in 
Palestine and legendary war heroes, may have 
been emblems of the modern Jew, but they 
still had the same set of references as their 
elders. The 1970s’ élite —- including Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres, wlio first came to 

' power in 1974 — believed that to accept the 
idea of a double legitimacy in Palestine 
would be to undermine the very foundations 

' of Zionism. In this, they were no different 
from the authors of Labour's national think- 
ing who arrived at the beginning of the centu- 
ry. The Palestinians could have rights as indi- 
viduals but not as a national entity, and clnim- 
ing independence was out of the question. 

Everyone apart from a few eccentrics was 
in agreement on these principles at the end of 
the Six Day War. None of (tie so-called prag- 
matisls was able to muster a valid answer tn 
the classic question: why was it legitimate to 
colonise the Galilee if it was no longer just to 
do so on the Golan? Why did we have the 


right to confiscate the land belonging to Arabs 


who had fled or been kicked out in 1948 if .it 
was forbidden to occupy the land which fell 
into our hands in 1967? 


It was only in lime that the circle of activist . 


minorittes grew large enough to say thal the 
victory of 1949 and the founding of Israel had 


traced. a historic line, a parting of the waters: 


what was acceptable before the victory was nO 


8 


SRAEL was born of Jewish distress. 

Because, during the 1930s and 1940s, it 

was the only reflige possible for Jews, 

first those from Germany, then those 
escaping genocide, 

Zionism won a political support and moral 
legitimacy without which it is unlikely thal 
Palestine's Jewish community could have 
formed itself into a slate enjoying lhe support 
of two-thirds of the meınbers of the United 
Nations. However, the necessity of saving 
Europe's Jews from physical destruction was 
not the only reason for presiding over the birth 
of Israel. Far from it, 

Forged ir Europe at the tum of the cenlury, 
Zionism set out to conquer Palestine before 
the first world war, although at this time Ihere 
were easier solutions to the iınmedinte needs 
of the victims of pogroms, huniilialion and 
economic ostracisın than the appropriation of 
a far-off land in which to build a state, And 
until 1924, the year that the United Stales 
closed ils doors, only 60,000 of the 2,400,000 
Jews who were fleeing Eastern Europe lad 
taken the road to Palestine. Many of those 
proved unable lo lant to the tough condilions 
of life and left the country. 

The hard core of founders was conıpused of 
several thousand huy und girls, musıly very 
young: it is tn them that we owe the political. 
economic und cultural organisation thal 
allowed the Zionist prajecî to lake shıpe, hen 
sucveed. Firmly cunvincel lit (hey lul heen 
charged with iı unique missin, persınuled ul 
lhe justice of their visinn uf history, il was ıhis 
revululionary lite. nitionalisl lo the hill, hard 
on ilself and nn others, that nrchestrated the 
conquest of the couniry and wus in the cam- 
manding role until the stuart of ihe [97{s., 

It is inıportam lo keep il his in mind il we 
are to understand present-duy [sruel and ils 
perspectives. The major event in our history is 
Ihe Six Day War of 1967, lo which the Arabs 
responded with ihe war of 1973. li ix nu accı- 
dent Ihat the involuntary conquest of the Wesl 
Bank, the Golan and Sinai — the first result of 
the Arabs’ allempts to elimninale Israel — led 
fo ù calamity which our society has not bec 
able to overcome a quarter of a century later. 

The occupation, beginnings of settlemenı 
and annexation plans kıown as tle Allon Plan 
slarled in the early dnys ıfter the June 1967 
victory. Al this time, the founders of tlie state 
still held the reins of power, The Israeli arıny 
stopped at the Jordan, the Suez canal and 
within shooting distance of Damascus only 
four years after David Ben Gurion, who had 
arrived from Poland in 1906, had ceased to be 
prime minister. In 1922, already at tle head of 
the Histradut conglomerate, both trade union 
and employer, and building block of the 
nascent state, he declared that the only con- 
cern was conquering lhe land and restructur- 
ing it by means of wholesale immigratlon. 
The rest was rhetoric. Neither he nor hig suc- 
cessors would ever depart from that line. 

If Bern Gurion’s successor, Levi Eshkol, dis- 
played a moderate temperament, he wa§ not 
able to formulate a peace plan. He also shared 
that ideology of conquest. For him, too, the 
war of independence had only just ended. It 
would be wrong to believe that Eshkol had 
been unable to resist joint pressures from the 
hawks of the younger generation, like 
Defence Minister Moshe Dayan, or Ben 
Gurion’s other protégé, Shimon Peres, or 

Yigal Allon, who beat the Egyptians in 1948. 
On the contrary, the pfime minister had little 
difficulty in agreeing with them, In fact, the 
whole Labour dynasty, in power up till 1977, 
remained faithful to that doctrine laid down in 
the early days of agricullural seltlemeut: do 
not yield land'or position, unless constrained 
'by superior force. 0 
:`' ‘This principle is in fact shared by both wings 
of Zionism, the Labour one and the rightwing 
“revisionist” wing. The latter first cûme to 
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continued from page 6 


tory confection created by the Elders of Zion 
is one that is acquiring too much — far too 
much — currency. 

Why do we expect the world to believe our 
sufferings as Arabs if (a) we cannot recognise 
the sufferings of others, even of our oppres- 
sors, and (b) we cannot deal with facts that 
trouble simplistic ideas of the sort propagated 
by bien-pensants intellectuals who refuse to 
see the relationship between the holocaust and 
Israel? Again, let me repeat thal I cannot 
accept the idea that the holocaust excuses 
Zionism for what it has done to Palestinians: 
far from it. I say exactly the opposite, that by 
recognising the holocaust for the genocidal 
madness lhat it was, we can then demand 
from Israelis and Jews the right to link the 
holocaust to Zionist injustices towards the 
Palestinian, link and criticise the link for its 
hypocrisy and (lawed moral logic. But to sup- 
port Roger Garaudy, the French writer con- 
vicled earlier this year on charges of holocaust 
denial, in the name of “freedom of opinion" is 
a silly ruse that discredits us more than we 
already are discredited in the world's eyes for 
vur incompetence, our failure to fight a Jecent 
battle, our radical misunderstanding of history 
and the world we live iı. Why don’t we figlı 
harder for freedom of opinions in our own 
srcieties, a freedom, no one needs to be told, 
that scarcely exists? 

When I mentioned the holocaust in an urli- 
cle [ wrote last November (4), I received mare 
slupid vilification than I ever thought passi- 
hile; ane famous intellectual even ùceused nie 
ul lrying lo gain u cefificite of gould hehuy- 
iour trom lhe Zionist lobhy. OF enurse, | “u]- 
Port Garuudy's right tn say what be pleiises 
ind [ oppose the wretched Guyssut kıw under 
which he wis prnsecuted (5ı. Bul I also think 
thal whal he çuys is trivial and irresponsihle, 
and when we endorse il, i iıllies us with Jeun- 
Maric Le Pen and all the relrngradle rightwing 
fascist elements in French satiety. Nn, uur 
batile is for democrncy and equal rights, for a 
secular Commonwealth or state in which all 
the members are equnl citizens, in which the 
COncept underlying our goal is a secular 
notion of citizenship and belonging, nul samie 
mythological essence or an iden that clerives 
Its nuthorily from the remote past, whether 
that past is Christian, Jewish or Muslim. 

„ As I suid. the genius of Arııb civilisalion at 
its height in, say, Andalusia was its mullicul- 
tural, multi-religioıts and multi-ethnic diversi- 
IY. That is the ideal that should he moving olur 
efinrls now, in the wake of an embalmecl and 
dead Oxln, and an equally dead rejectionismn. 
The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life, us 
he Bible says. In lhe meantime we should 
Concentrate our resistunce on combating 
Israeli settlement with non-violent mass 
demonsirations that iınpede land confiscation, 
On crêating stable and democratic civil institu- 
tons (hospitals and clinics, schools and uni- 
erSities, now in a horrendous decline, und 
work projects that will Improve our infrastruc- 
lure, and on fully confronting tlıe apartheid 
Provisions inherent in Zionism, 

1 here Are numerous prophecies of an 
Impending explosion due to the stalemate. 
Even if hey tum out lo be true, we must plan 
Constructively for our fulure, since neither 
Improvisation nor violence are likely to guar- 
nice the creation and consolidation of demo- 
Cratic institutions. 


Original text in English 
se 
(1 A former director of the Human Righıs League, Isrmel 
«ith F 2 One of lhe [srael} intellectuals most concerned 
Hs aestinlan rights. He was the author of Jewish 
0 Jewish Religion, The Weight of Three Thousand 
1 Plutû Press, Landon, 1994. 
ا‎ in philosophy at Bir Zeit Universlly and leader 
ا ا‎ National Alliance, Azmi Bishara was 
naj . u Member of lhe Knesset in the May 1996 elections 
rq Ot Platform with the faraell Coromunist Pariy. He is 


Town Tor his 
r the Tsrncli ا‎ of equal riglıis and self-government 


l3 Ilan Papp¢ i ûne of the i i i 

of the nos politically and historlcally 
پا‎ the Israeli “revisionist” historians. He 1s a 
{Hadasi) the Demoacralic Front for Pesce and Equality 


(J AI Hayat, 5 November 1997 
opted on 13 July 1990, the Gayssot lav’, named afer 
Î Communist Party leader, modifies French law on 
ا‎ Of the press by adding Article 24b, under which 
against j û disputes "the exiştence of ons or several crimes 
St Numanlly”. la liakle \o.punishmenl (one year's 
ty of the Ed û fine of 300,000 francs). The applicabill- 
د‎ aw, in so far a5 i has established a kind of “"sinle 
: been questlohed by leading French Inlellectials 
r their slauneh ght agalûst'hölocmust denial: ' : 
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of them Likud, Labour, and religious -— within 


il. We must deal with those who recognise our Û‘ 
rights. We should be willing as Palestine f 3 


| 


80 lo speak to Palestinians first, but to Israelis 
too, and we should tell our truths, not ihe sfu- 
Pid compronıises of the sort thal the PLO and 
PA have traded in, which in effect is the 
apartheid of Oslo, 

The real issue is intellectual truih and the 
need to combat any sort of aparlheid and 
racial discrimination, no matter who does il. 
There IS now û creeping, nasty wave of anti- 
Semitism and hypocriical righteousness 
insinuating itself into our political thought and 
rhetoric. One thing must be clear in my fimı 
pinion: we are not fighting the injustices of 
Zionism in order to replace them wilh ùn 
invidious nationalisın (religious or civil) hul 
decrees ilal Arabs in Palestine are more eqıal 
thun others. The history of the madem Arh 
world — with ull its political failures, its 
human rights abuses, ils stunning mililary 
incompelences, ils decreasing production, Ihe 
fact hat ulune of all modem peoples, we har 
receded in dentocritic and Ieelhnalogical and : 
scientific developnmenl — is ulisfigured by 1 
whole series uf out-molded and discredited 
deus, uf which Ihe ution thu the Jews nete 
sUlered und thit the holocaust 1s an oblıma- 


contiited an page 7 
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A CALL TO ARAB INTELLECTUALS 


This summer's decision by the Israeli government to accelerate settle- 


ment of Occupied Palestinian territ 


BY EDWARD W. SAID 


„ What Azmi Bishara and several Israel; Jews 
like Ilan Pappê (3) are now irying to strength- 
en Is a position and a politics by which Jews 
und Palestinians inside the Jewish state lıave 
the same righls. There is no reason why the 
same principle should nol apply in the 
Occupied Territories where Palestinians and 
Israeli Jews live side by side, together, with 
only one people, Israeli Jews now dominating 
the other, So the choice is either apartheid or 
il is justice and citizenship. 

We ınust recognize the renlilies of the lholo- 
CAUSI not as A blank cheque for Israelis lo 
abuse us, but as a sign of our humanity, our 
ability lo understand history, vur requirement 
that our suffering be mulually acknowledged. 
And we musi alsu recognize lhul Israel is ia 
dynamic society with MANY Currents — nal al 


. 
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to its provisions, the Arab states, lhe 
Palestinian Authority and the Israeli govern- 
nent, Is political behaviour, not intellectual. 

Take, for example, the joint declaration 
ınade by Egyptians and [Israelis (mostly nıen} 
on behalf of the Cairo Pence Society and 
Peace Now, Remove all the high-sounding 
phrases about “peace” arıd not only do you get 
a tingling endorsement of Oslo, but also a 
return lo the Sadat-Begin agreements of the 
late 1970s, which are described as courageOlls 
and ınonıentous. Fine, But what Joes this 
have to do with Palestinians whose territory 
and self-determirnation were removed from 
those courageous anl momentous Camp 
David docunıents? Besides, Egypt and Israel 
are still at peace, 

What would people think if a few Israelis 
dnd Pulestinians got together and issued ring- 
lug proclumalions aboul Ismeli-Syrian peace 
thut were meant lo “appeul" to Ihose two gOv- 
ernments? Crazy, most people would SAJ. 
Whal entitles two parties, one which oppresses 
Palestinians and the other which has arrogaled 
the right to speak For therm, to proclaim peace- 
ful goals in a conflict that is not between 
them? Moreover lhe idea of appealing to this 
Israeli government, expecting solutions fron 
lt, is like asking Count Dracula to.speak 
warmly about the virtues of vegelarianisın. 

In short, political behaviour.of this sori sin- 
ply reinforces the hold of a 
dying succubus, Oslo, on the 
future of real peace, as 


The notion of 


Israel-Palestine: a third way | 


OW that Oslo has clearly been 
proven the deeply flawed and 
unworkable “peace” process that it 
really was from the outset, Arabs, 

Israelis ard their various and sundry support- 
ers necd to think a great deal more, rnther than 
less, clearly, A number of preliminary points 
scm tO suggest themselves qt the outset, 
“Peace" is now a diseredited and fraudulent 
word, and is no guarantee that further harm 
and devastation will rot ensue to the 
Palestinian people. How, after all the land 
confiscations, arrests, demolitions, prohibi- 
Lions anid Killings that occurred unilaterally 
hecause of Israel’s arrogance and Power in the 
yery context of the “peace process”, ean ane 
continue to use (he word “peace” withoul 
hesitation? lt is impossible. 

The Roman historian Tacitus says of the 
Romar conquest of Britain Ihat “they [the 
Roman army] created a desoliıtion, and cnlled 
H peace". The very same ihing happened to us 
as a people, wilh the willing coltabarnlion of 
the Palestine Authority, the Arab states (with a 
few significant exceptions), Israel and {lıe 
United Slates. 

On the other hand, it is no use pretending 
tha! we enn improve on lhe current denmdlock, 
which in the Oslo framework as it stands is 
unbreakable, by relıuirning lo golden nıoments 

of the past. We can neither return Io ihe days 
befre the war of 1967, nor can we acceni slo- 
gans of rejectionism thal in effect send UIs 
back lo the golden age of Islanı,. You canno1 
urn the wheel back. The only way to undo 
InJusticc, asx Israel Shahak (1) and Azmi 
Bishara (2) have both said, is lo create marc 
Justice, not to creale new farıns of vindictive 
Injustice along lhe lines of “They have a 
Jewish slate, we want an Islamic state," 

It seems equally fatuous lo impose total 
blockades against everything Israeli {now in 

. fashion in vartous progressive Arab circles) 
and to pretend thai thal is the really virtuous 
nationalist path. There are, 
after all, 1 million Palest- 
inlanrs who are Israeli citizens, 


nethey were during Me Ios} Unilateral opposed to fauduien 
ا‎ e E د‎ theocratic neither, Ta, 8 
lo be boycolted because they nationalism does e ie 
e BL Not deal with the boycotts of the sort 0 
the South African triumph F€Alities before us yy ا‎ 


over apartheid hadn't oc- ac. of tactic — i is scarcely a 


strategy, any more than stick- 


ing one's head in the sand like an ostrich is a 
stralegy —- is regressive, 


Israel is not South Africa, nor Algeria, nor 


Vietnam. Whether we like it or not, the Jews 
are nol ordinary colonialists. Yes, they suf- 
fered the holccaust, and yes, they are the vic- 
lims of anti-Semitism. But no, they cannot use 
those facts lo continue, or initiate, the dispos- 
feSStlOn Of another people that bears no 
responsibility for either of those prior facts. [ 


ave been saying for 20 years hat we have no 


The third way avoids botlı ihe bankrıplcy 


military option, and are not likely lo have one 
anylime soon. And zıeither does [Israel have a 
real military option. Despite their enormous 
power, Israelis have not succeeded in achiev. 
ing either the acceptance or the securily they 
crave. On the other hand, not all Isruelis are 
the same, and whatever happens, we must 
learn to live with them in some form, prefer- 
ably justly, rather thin unjustly. 


of Oslo and the retrograde policies of total 
bnycotis. H must begire in lerms of the’ idcu of 
Citizenship, not nationalism, since the notion 
of separation (Oslo) and of triumphalist uni- 
lateral thebcıntic nationalisna whether Jewish 
or Muslira simply docs not deal wiki the realj- 
lies before us. Therefore a concept of citizen- 
ship’ whereby every indivldual haš the same 
citizen’s rights, based not on race'or rêligion, 
bul on equal justicè for each person guaran 
teed by a constitution, musl replace all' our 
outmoded nations of how Palestine will be 
oleansed of ‘the others’ enemies, Ethnic 
cleansing is ethnic cleansing whether it is: 
done by Serbians, Zionists, or Harnas, -. 


curred, and to ignore all the 

many victories for justice that occurred 
because of non-violent political co-operation 
between like-minded people on both sides of a 
highly contested and moveable Hine. We can- 
nol win this struggle by wishing that all the 
Jews would simply go away or that we could 
make everything become Islamic: we need all 
those on the other side wlıo are partisan to our 
struggle. And we must cross the line of sêpa- 
rallon — which it has been one of the main 
Intentions of Oslo to erect — that maintains 
current apartheid between Arab and Jew in 
listoric Palestine. Go across, bit do not 
enforce the line. 

Last and perlıaps mast inıportant, there iy a 
great difference between political and intellec- 
tual behaviour. The intellectual’s role is to 
speak the truth, as plainly, directly and as hon- 
estly as possible. No intellectual is supposed 
lo Worry about whether what is snid ‘enıbar- 
rasses, pleases or displeases people in power, 
Speaking the truth means that the intellectu-' 
at's constituency is neither a Bovernrmıent nor a 
CUrPorale nor a cnrecr interest: oııly the truth 
unadorned. Political behaviour principally 
relies upon considerations of interest — 
advancing A carecr, working with govern- 
ments, miinlrining one’s ‘position, etc, In the 
wake of Oslo, it is tıerefore obvious that con- 
linuing the line propagated by the three parties 
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Of, to take it vue turther, the lubour Inurket, 
sucial welfare (if you Can Lill call it thatı and 
prison — means Lal we are left underslund- 
ing neilher (14). Wherever il becomes a real- 
ily, the neo-liberal Utopia brings with it, fûr 
the poorest in society and also for all whe find 
lhemselves excluded from what remains of 
protected enıployment, not more, but less 
freedom, or indeed no freedorn at all. lt does 
this by taking us back tû the repressive paler- 
nalism of another age when capitalisnı was 
rampant, now bolstered by an omniscieni and 
omnipotent punitive state. 

Translated by Julie Stoker 


(1} See articles on "Etornel retour fu 'miracle" amêricaine", 
Le Monde Diplomatique, January 1997, und Loic 
Wacquanl, “La génêérallsation de J'lnsécurlté socinle en 
Amérique", Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, 
December |996. 

{2} David Chalmers, Ard the Crooked Places Made 
Straight: The Struggle for Saclal Change in the 960s, 
Temple University Press, Philadephia, 1991. and James T. 
Patierson, Grand Expectallona= The United Suates [945- 
1974, Oxford Unlversity Press, 1996. 

(3) On those debates, see Norval Morris, The Future af 
frmprfsanment, University of Chicago Press, Chicaga, L974. 
(4) Unless stated otherwise, all of these statistics are drawn 
from various publlcationg of the Bureau of Justice Sintisilcs 
of the Federal Deparıment of Justice (in particular ils Peri: 
odic reports on Correctlonal Populatlons in the Unlted 
States, Washington, Covenment Prinling Office. 

{5) Dlana Gordon gives an excellent descriptian of that 
Synergy in The Justice Juggerncut: Fighting Street Crime, 
Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, 1991. 

{6) The Stare of Hllnois has put on he Internet the descrip- 
Lion and a summary of lhe criminal record of all of its pris- 
oners, sû that anyone can flnd out abaut a prisoner's provi 
ous offences jus by clicking the mouse. 

{7} See the datn compiled by Sieve Gold, Trends iı State 
Spending, Center for the Study of the States, Rockefeller 
Institue of Covernment, Albany (New-York), 1991. 


(8) Thal estimate actually mpkes no distinction berween 
Whilos of Anglasaxon origin and peapls of Hispanic ori. < 


gin, thereby automalically pushing up ale lavel of Whites 
of European origin. The effect is being compounled as 
Lime gues by vith rates of imprisonment rising most rapldly 
umong Hispanlcs in recenl ines. 

(9) Tille of Jerome Miller's authorintlve work, Sean! and 
Destray: African-American Afales in tha Criminal Justice 
System, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1997. 

(10) For a discıısslon of these virioua pninis, see Lole 
Wacquant, “Crime €1 chûtlment en Amérique de Nišon ù 
Clinton", Arthives Ue polltique trlminelle, Paris, No 20, 
Spring 1998. : 

(EI) David Rothman, The Discovery uf the Ayhan: Soclal 


Order aud Disorder in the Naw. Republic. Li ula, Brawn, . 


Boston. 197l, pp 239-240, 

(12) Brure Weslera and Kathériüe Becket, "How 
Unregulated Jş ı1he US Labor Market? The Penal Syxteın as 

` Labor Markel Institutkun", presentation to the annual con- 
gress of Ihe American Sociological Assncintion, 3 pages, 
1997, p.31. e : 

(13) Lol Wacquant, "Les pauvres en pûture: la noıvallè 


politique de ia misèré en Amérique”, Hérodote, Paris, No 


5 


835, Spring 1997. 


(14) As shawn by David Qarland in Punishntert and 


Welfare: A History of Pêlin Strategles; Qower, Aldershol, 
1983, iri regard to (he pirsdiam case of Victorian England. 


edged weapon: while in the short term it 
makes lhe employment picture lok rosıer by 
cutting labour supply, in the longer term it 
will inevitably worsen the employment situa- 
lion by making millions of people more or 
less unemployable. Although imprisonment 
has cut US unemployment levels, the prison 
syslem will have constantly to be abandoned 
to keep those levels down. 

The fact that Blacks are massively and 
increasingly over-represented a1 all levels of 
the prison system highlights its second func- 
tion ir this new form of government by pover- 
ly: it is to replace the ghetto as a means of 
containing population groups considered 
deviant and dangerous, not to mention super- 
fluous from both an economic and a political 
point of view — Mexican and Asian immi- 
grants are far more docile. Poor Blacks hardly 
ever bother to vote and the counlry’s electoral 
centre of gravity has in any event shifted 
towards the White suburbs. To that extent, 
prison is merely the ultimate manifestalion of 
a policy of exclusion of which the ghetto has 
been a means and an end since it first 
appeared in history. 

The penal institutions are now directly 
tuned into the bodies and programmes respon- 
sible for “assisting" marginal groups. While 
the ethos of punishment inherent in the penal 
system tends to conlaminate and then redefine 
the aims and machinery of social welfare, 
prisons have, Hike it or not, to deal urgently — 
and with the resources available to them — 
with the social and medical ills that their 
“clientèle” has been unable to remedy else- 
where. Finally, the effect of budgetary con- 
straints and the political philosophy of 
decreasing state intervention has been to open 
up both social assistance and prisons to the 
market. Many stales, like Texas and 
Tennessee, are already keeping substantial 
nunıbers of prisoners in privale jails and sub- 
contracting to specialist companies responsi- 
bility for adıninistrative follow-up of recipi- 
ents of welfare benefils, One way ûf earning a 

buck from the poor and criminals, both ideo- 
logically and econonically. : 

What then we are witnessing is the eslab- 
lishment of a commercial socio-penal com- 
plex designed lo monitor and penalise {hose 
population groups that refuse .to submit to the 
new economic order (13) with a gender-based 
division of labour: the penal element covers 
males in Ihe ınain, while the welfare compo- 
nent supervises the women and children. And 
the same people shuffle around within this 

more or Jess closed circle. .:. .0 . 

. The American experience shows that loday, 
just a§ at the end of the last century, rigidly 

separating social policy and penal policy ¬~ 


US is turning ils back on lhe affirmative 
aAclion programmes thal were designed 10 
reduce the most glaring racial inequalities in 
access LO education and jobs. 

But what matters more than all lhe statistics 
is the rationale underlying the shift from 
sücial welfare to a toughening in penal policy. 
Far from being inconsistent with the neo-liberal 
programme of deregulation and decline of the 
public sector, the rise in prominence of the US 
penal system reveals the true picture, reflect- 
ing a policy of criminalising poverty, which 
inevitably goes hand-in-hand with the imposi- 
tion of insecure and underpaid jobs, as well as 
the restructuring of social welfare pro- 
grammes to make them more restrictive and 
punitive. When imprisonment was institution- 
alised in America in the mid-19th century, it 
was prinıarily conceived as a method of con- 
trolling deviant and dependent population 
groups, and the majority of those imprisoned 
were the poor and immigrant workers newly 
arrived in the New World (11). 

Nowadays the US prison system performs a 
similar role in regard to those groups who 
have been rendered superfluous or who no 
longer fit in as a result of the restructuring of 
both employment relations and public wel- 
fare: the shrinking working class and the 
Blacks. As a result, it has become a vital 
instrument of government by poverty, used to 
underpin the principle of flexible working al 
the point where the market in unskilled 
labour, the urban ghetto and the "reformed" 
social services meet. 


Unemployment under wraps 


O begin with, the prison system makes û 
direct contribution to regulating the lower 
segments of the labour market — and does so 
in infinitely more coercive fashion than any 
social charge or administrative rule. Its effect 
here is artificially to compress unemployment 
levels both by forcibly abstracting millions of 
males from the job-seeking population, and 
also by boosting employınent in Ihe prison 
goods and service sector. It is, for example, 
estimated that during the [990s US prisons 
brought down US unemployınent figures by 
two percentage points. According to Bruce 
Western and Katherine Beckett, taking into 
account the. differences in levels of imprison- 
ment in the two continents, and contrary to the 
‘idea commonly accepled and actively dissem- 
inated by the advocates of neo-liberalism, for 
18 of the past 20.years US .unemploy ment 
rates liave. been higher lhan hose of the 
European. Union (J2). .. . 
However, Western. and Beckelt show thal 
the jump in the prison population is a two- 


The pruof is {hal Blacks uccount for 13% ol 
drug users (more or less equivalent to the pro- 
Furtion of Blacks in the population) but a third 
»f hose arrested and three-quarters of {hose 
mprisoned for drug offences. The policy of a 
‘wır On drugs", along with abandonment of 
lhe goal of rehabilitation and an increase in 
ulira-repressive penalties {the widespread 
#Yplicalion of a system of irreducible fixed 
penallies, automalic life imprisonment for a 
hırd offence and more severe penalties for 
public order offences), is one of the main 
< 0 of the rise in the prison population 


„In 1995 six out of 10 of those newly con- 
“Icled were put in jail for possessing or deal- 
I in drugs. Imprisonment is one area in 
hich Blacks benefit from “positive discrimi- 


Mion”, in itself an irony at a time when the 
ا س س > ج > > کر‎ 


Europe “lagging behind” 


Rates of Imprisonment in tlie United 
tes and Europe In 1993 (number of 
Prisoners per 100,000 of populatlon) 


United States 546 
Georgia 730 
Toxag 700 
California 807 
Florida 836 
Michigan 550 
New York 519 

aly 

1 89 

United Kingdom 86 

Francg 8 4 

armany 80 
olland 

51 و 


ps 

Bircan of Justice Statistics, Correctional 
oe in the United States, Washington 1996, 
“inci of Europe, Penological Infornatlon 
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Justice “by race” 


Number of Prisoners per 100,000 adults 


for relorm of the federal stiıte, chaired by his 
would-be successor, Vice-President Al Gore, 


his been busy pruning public sector pro. f 


Eranmmes Hnd jobs. Meanwhile 213 ney pris- 
ons have been built — a figure that does no 
include the private institutions that have pro 
liferated as n lucrative market in the sector has 
been opened up (see below), Al the sane 
time, the number of mployces in federal and 
Slate penilentiaries alone has risen from 
264.000 lo 347,0010, Consequently, dccording 
to the office of census, the training and hiring 
of prison vufficials is the aren of government 
aclivity that has seen the most rapid growth 
over lhe past decade, 

The niıoney has Lo conte fron somewhere, 
and when there is a fisuul squcezê, the only 
way of increasing spending on prisons und 
prison staff is to cut the resources allocated tı 
social welfare, health and educalion. De 
faclo, the United Stales has opted to cnnstrucl 
delention centres and prisons for ils pvor, 
IMher lhan clinics, duy nurseries und schools 
(7. Since 1994, for instance, ihe annııal bud- 
get of the California Departmenı ol 
Correction (responsible For st;ıte detention 
centres in which prisoners serving more han 
a year are held) has been higher than that 
allculêd to the University nf Culifornia. The 
budget Ihat Governor Pele Wilson propmed 
in 1995 was actually designed 10 get ril of ı 
1000 jobs in higher edJucalıorı in order tr tund 
johs for 3,000 prison warders. That is 3 dev 
sion that weighs heavily on Ihe public pune 
because in California 1 "screw" earns 30 
more than a lecturer {hanks lo the political 
influence wielded by the prisoner officers’ 
trade union. 

Along with this boom in the prison sector 
has come “lateral” expansion of the penal s¥s- 
tem and thus a huge increase in its capûtcity lo 
hold and neutralise. But the main “"beneficia’ 
ries" of this additional capacity are poor fami 
lies and districts, and particularly black 
enclaves in the cities. That much is clear from 
the fourth major trend irr the US prison sys 
tem: a Continuing rise in the numbers of Black 
prisoners, so mulch so that since 1989 and for 
the first time in history, Black Americans 
make up the bulk of prisoners, even though 
they account for barely 12% of the total US 
population. 


Discriminatory police practices 


N 1995, of 22 million black adults, 767,000 

were held in prison, 990,000 were on pro 
bation and 325,000 others on parole — a total 
of 9.4% caught somewhere in the grip of he 
prison system. As far as Whites are CON” 
cerned, an estimate that is on the high side 
puts the figure at 1,9% for a population of 163 
million adults {8). In terms of prisoner num’ 
bers alone, the disparity between the two POF 
ulation groups is 1:7.5, and it has been steadi 
ly worsening over the past l0 years: 528 cont 
pared with 3,544 for every 100,000 adults I" 
1985, and 919 compared with 6,926 1Û yea 
later (see table). Over his lifetime, a Black 
male has a one-in-three chance of spending al 
least a year in prison and an Hispanic a o 
in-six chance, whereas a White has just a OF” 
in-23 chance, 

This phenomenon — thal criminologs's 
tactfully refer to as “racial disproportionaliy 
— is even more marked among young 
prime targets of tle criminalisation of e 
More than a third of Blacks aged betwecn 
and 29 years are either in prison, under : 
authority of a judge responsible for the 0 
tion of sentences, or awaiting (rial. in کک‎ 
cities, the figure is substantially higher 
SO%, and in some places, in Ile hearl uf 
ghetto, in excess of 80%. So much so thal 3 
take an expression borrowed from lhe tf 


meımory of the Vietnam War, the e Blacks ا‎ 
the US justice system could be describe 0 Whitas  - 528 e E 
“search and destroy" mission largete Disparity 8 1 9 
young Blacks (9). 1 ا‎ Ratlog.” 4,647 . 6007 

A predisposition to crime oY Files: Jf 4 . 75 . 
explains the huge disparity E a E 
and Blacks in, tlie prison population. M' atory Opilatlon of Justlce Statistics, Correctional 
reflects the fundamentally discrımIn# 3 n the United States,. 1995, Government 


ling Office, Washinglon, 1997, 


nature of police, court and prison praclifé' 
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Imprisoning the American poor 


Prisons in the ‘free world’ are full to bursting point and American jails 
are the fullest of all Over the past 20 years, preoccupation with law and 
order has led to a toughening of penalties, and the worst hit have been 


The United States is 


those excluded from the American dream. 


constantly ftghtening its belt in terms of social welfare, but the reverse 


it has deigned 
Those who are trying to justify 
‘realism’ and a need to ‘combat 


ncarcerating those whom 
neither to educate nor care for, 
criminalising the underclass invoke 


is true when it comes to i 


insecurity’, Alarmingly, this trend is now catching on elsewhere, 


BY LOIC WACOUANT 


prison capacity fust enough to absorb the 
growing stream of convicts, with the resuli 
that the numbers kept on the margins uf the 
prison system hiùve increased even more 
quickly than the nunıber held inside. [n J995, 
3.1 million people were ûn purole and 
700,000 on probation, a total of nearly 4 mil- 
Jion, representing more or less û fourfold 
increase over [û years. Consequently, in 
1995, there were 5.4 million Americans in 
Prison or within the prisun syslenı, iitccuunl- 
ing for 5% of men aged 18 and over, und une 
in five black males tthe reason for which will 
become cleur below), 

What is more, in addition ta intermediate 
penalties available to it, such as house urresi 
or confinement in a boot camp (disciplinary 
detention centre), intensive probaliûn and lele- 
phonic or electronic surveillance (using 
bracelets or other technical gadgetry), the 
penal system has been able to spread its tenta- 
cles considerably further as a result of the 
increase in the number of data banks tlıat have 
provided many new ways and centres of dis- 
tance monitoring. During the 1970s and the 
1980s, the Law Enforcement Administration 
Agency (the federal body responsible for 
crime prevention) encouraged the police, 
courts and prison authorities (o set Up cen- 
tralised and computerised data banks, and 
they have since proliferated. 

The new synergy between lhe penal sys- 
tem's “capture" and "observation" functions 
(5) means that there are now more than 250 
million “rap sheets" (as against 35 million 10 
years ago) covering sone 30 million individu- 
als: close on one third of all adult males! The 
data banks can be accessed not only by the 
FBI and the INS (responsible for policing for- 
eigners) and the social services, but also by 
individuals and private bodies, Employers 
commonly use data banks to sift oul ex-pris- 
oners trying to find work. And so what if the 
data is frequently incorrect, out-of-date, trivial 
or indeed illegal? The fact that it is available 
leaves not only criminals and crime suspects, 
but also their families, friends, neighbours and 
neighbourhoods, targets of the police and 
prison system (6). 

The lust for prisons is both dependent on 
and triggers a spectacular expansion in the 
penal sector at federal and local! level. Al! the 
more remarkable because it comes at a time 
when the public sector is having to tighten its 
belt. Between 1979 and 1990, the states 
Increased leir spending on prisons by 325% 
on operational costs and 612% on buildings 
— that is Lo say three limes more rapidly than 
national military spending, even though the 
latter enjoyed a privileged position under the 
Reagan and Bush administrations. 

Since 1992, four states have allocated more 
than a billion dollars to prison spending: 
California ($3.2 billion), New York State 
($2.1 billion}, Texas ($1.3 billion) and Florida 
GLI billion}. AII in all, in 1993, the United 
States spent 50% more on its prisons than on 
the judiciary ($32 billion as conipared with 
$21 billion), whereas 10 years earlier, budget 
levels were the same for both (in the region of 
$7 billion). 

The policy of prison expansion is not, how- 
ever, a Republican prerogative,. Over the past 
five .years, President Bill Clinton lıas been 
declaring just how proud he ig to have put an 
erd to “big government", and the commission 


lO-year period). The talk al the time wus of 
enıptying ihe prisons, of alternutives to 
imprisonment and of reserving jail sentences 
for criminals who posed a serious threat 
(between 10% and 15% of the prison popula- 
tion}; ihere were even lhose wlıo ventured to 
predict thal lhere would soon be no prisons al 
all (3). But that Irend was rapidly and dramalj- 
cally reversed: JO years later the prison popu. 
lation had soared to 740,000 and, by 1995, i 
was in excess of 1.6 million. During the 
1990s, prisoner numbers have becn incrcilsing 
by §$% annually, 

A tripling of the prison population in 15 
years is unprecedented in a democratic soci. 
ely. It leaves the US far outstripping the other 
developed countries since its rate of imprison- 
meııl — 645 detainees per 100,000 of the pop- 
ulation in 1997, that is five times the 1973 
level — is between six lo 10 limes higher than 
thai of the countries of the European Union 
(see table) (4). Not even South Africa in the 
Jays of lhe apartheid reginıe was throwing as 
many of its citizens into jail as the US current- 
ly does. 


5,4 milllon US citizens somewhere 
in the prison system 


N California, not so lonıg ago the national 

champion of education and public health 
but now a believer in prison across-the-board, 
the number of prisoners held in its state اهز‎ 
alone rose from 17,300 in 1975 to 48,300 in 
1985 and, by 1995, had passed the 130,000 
mark. If' we add to that the number of prison- 
ers held in the county jails (Los Angeles alone 
holds 20,000 prisoners), the total is a stagger- 
ing 200,000, equivalent to the population of a 
large French provincial town. 

But the extraordinary expansion of the US 
penal empire extends beyond the great “lock- 
up" as the century draws to a close. There are 
also those individuals placed on probation or 
parole. It has not been possible to expand 


UST as in those heady post-war days, 
Europe's political êlites, bosses and 
opinion-formers arc looking to the 
United States with Fascination and 

envy, largely because of the performance of 
the US economy. Allegedly, the key io US 
prosperity und {he supposed solution to mass 
unemployment is simple: fess intervention by 
ihe state, It is true thal the United States — 
and in ils wake, the United Kingdom and New 
Zealand — las slashed social welfare spend- 
Ing and pured down the rules on hiring and. 
Abuve all, firing so ùs to establish "flexible" 
warking us the norm in relation 10 employ- 
Inent and indeed citizenship. It is casy for 
advocates of neo-liberal policies hat involve 
stifling tlre welfare state lo ¢lainı that iutro- 
ducing “flexibility” has stimulated an increase 
in wealth and job creation, bıı Ihey are nıorc 
reticent about discussing the consequcnces of 
wage dumping: in i1his instince widespread 
social and physical insecurity and a spiralling 
In Inequality lcading lo segregation, crime and 
the decay of public institutions, 

But it is not enough to measure the direc 
socinl and human costs of the sySslen) of social 
insecurity that the US is proffering us u model 
ta the rest of the world TI}. There is also its 
sociological COuiterpart: a boom in Ihe insti- 
tutions that compensate for the failures of 
surial prolection (the safely net) by casting 
over tlie lower strata of society û police and 
erıminal dragnet that gets harder and harder to 
escape. As the social stule is deliberately 
allowed te wither, the police state flourishes: 
the direct and inevitable effect of impoverish- 
Ing and weakening social protection. 

The Increase in the prison population, con- 
trol of increasing numbers of people on the 
margins of the prison system, the speclacular 
boon in the penal sector at both federal and 
state level, and the continuing rise in the num- 
ber of black prisoners are the four significant 
faci{ors defining penal trends in the United 


Progress secured aS a result of Black protest 
and the Popular protest movements that 
surged in its wake (students, women, oOppo- 
ıenls of the Vietnam war and environmental- 
sts) (2). 

Prisoner numbers have risen dramatically’ at 
all three tiers of the prison system: in the town 
and county jails, in the central penitentinries 
of the 50 stales and in the federal] peniten- 
tlaries. During the 1960s the US prison popu- 
lation was shrinking, so much šo that by 1975 
it had fallen to 380,000, having declined slow- 
ly but consistently (by about 1% a year over a 


ي 
Lolc Wacgitant is a prafessor at the University‏ 
f California, Berkeley‏ 
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: “Tf being O SE EE having a place in ' 
society, fine. I'm conYlnced, unlike my moth- ' 
ef, that ] still need to find my personality. She 
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want lo transform the country iuto an enOr- 
mous trading post. It is less risky and more 
common to cast doubt on the management 
ability of the direclers of public companies. 
The case of the Sider company, owner of the 
important A1 Haddjar iron and. steel complex 
in the east of the couniry, is a case İn poinı (1). 

On 21 February 1996, the company’s direc- 
tors were arrested, then in October 1997 sen- 
tenced to long prison ternıs. It has been estab- 
lished fhal at the time the teain was arrested, 
there were no charges againsl (hem; only later 
did the judicial authorilies try 10 bring 
charges, quickly ordering aecounling und 
financial audits, the resulis of which remain 
ope to criticisın. Now the directors are hap- 
ing the Supreme Courl will overturn tye case 
or thal they will get n presidential pardon. 
Given great prominence in {he nıcdia, Ihe Case 
also highlights the Jact 1hit Algeria, wlıich iı 
officially adopted a market ecûnomy. has doc 
nothing to reform its conımtercial iid busiJless 
law, ns û Former Sider executive Il France 
cunfîrus. “The proscculion lle aguinsl those 
direclérs was eniply. and the vifitlis cn- 
pliainls ure hascel on the suciulisl Cunlr of 
center prise Magee nt,” 

More scindalsus still is 1hiit une of the 
ieused is chitrged wilh making peuple cull 
him “Charles dle Gadle", while inulher w a 
described us u futrki (3). Nn onc is cluiutind 
iu al uf Siders imagers ure ırrvpiuiwhuhle. 
However, il is clear to tot ohserveêrs Ihiat He 
chief rulers involved in impurling concrete 
reinforcing rods tor the cunslnttion imluslry 
would like to see Sider decline or even wold 
up For poor business perfunnanct. 

“Siders 1O cuyrenl dirtcturn, hiked Mose Put- 
ling lo keep their cumıpanies illoal chewhecre. 
know they cnn go 1o prison for using moderı 
managememM methods {hat the courts caminue 
lo ban,” conımenis Aımar Ouahad, nı ecOono- 
mist. “Everything is blurred, and this 
inevitably kas a negative effect on the perfor- 
mance of such enterprises, Jf the govemment 
wants to limit the influence of interest groups 
hostile to the EPE, it must legislate quickly to 
prevent a management team from being 
undeminied on the pretext of archaic manage- 
ment rules." 

Translated by Afalcolm Greenwood 


{1) See Nndjia Bouzeghrane, "Everyday life In Annaba"", 
Le Mande diplomailgue English Internet edition, October 
997, 

(2) People who silted with lhe French in the Algerian civil 
war were known aë "harkis", 


unnoticed İn the street and so tncur less 
unwelcome attention. They would still 
describe lhemselves as “modern”, however, 
“We need te know once and for all what ' 
modemity is" says Lamia, who has given up 
wearing a veil for the time being, to her moth- 
er's great relief. “The fact that I"ve chosen to ; 


do so dûesn't mean that i've given up nmıy Î 


search for authenticity," the girl adds, wonder- 
ing aloud about all the contradictions which . 


assail her and ali ihe other girls of hier Age. , 
“The fact is I simply don't know that a veil is . 


lhe righi answer, I don't acpally want to lose 
a dimension of my personality?” . : 
.Iİf she had been the righf age on 5 June last ' 
year, Lanta could have votêd in ihe legislative : 
elections. She is nol sure whom she would 


have voted’ for, but in any case, as, she made ! 
clear, “I wouildn't have voted for the MSP or ' 
far Eanahda, the two [slamist parties", The . 


simple reason being that she mistrusts all 
politicians, “even if they support Islam, Islan 
is a culure nat a policy", shê adds with vehe- 
tmencê, > : 


lhinkş Pm trying to go against her all the time, 


.„ but it's not truê. I'm looking for my own way, 


and I know PIL find it, somewhere between 


"hers and that of tlie women who apply to the 


letter What the Tslaniic leaders say. They're 
just politlciqns.”' 
E dilated by. Francisca Garvie 


1 
OT‏ 
لاا س — 


A SOCIETY SCARRED BY CIVIL WAR 


Mafia threatens Algeria’s economy 


BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT FAYÇAL KARABAD JI 


“Irs right that the Algerian state should get 
out of activities where the private sector can 
perfomı better. But there's no need for total 
privatisation, There are public enterprises that 
are capable of surviving aııd operating in A 
competitive environment, We simply nced the 
means to fight on equal terms with the private 
sector or international companies," is how 
they see it at lhe National Union of Public 
Businesses (UNEP), one of the few qrganisa- 
tions still trying to defend the idea of a mixed 
ceonomy. 

More thiın 400 public economic enterprises 
(EPÊ) are iuvolved, and the lack of informa- 
tion about privmMisalion plans is evidence for 
many ubservers of {he tensions genrcraled by 
the issue, Other public enterprises, local oncs, 
have been sild, wound up or quile simply 
found no takers. This was Ihe case of niany 
hotels, some built by {he architect Fran(uis 
Pouillaon,. Polcnlial investors, Algerian or for- 
cipn, were NOL interested, even lor lhe syambol- 
iC price of u dinar. Tis tk wf enlhusiusm is 
vxpluined by (hê scale of wurks required to 
renuvale these cstıhlishmcnts — hul alse 
because lourism in Algeriiı sll very much 
eepends an improving the security clinkuc. 


Destabilised by violence 


O NAN iuvestors ure pressing lhe puv- 
driment lo sel such healihy coumpanits iin 
Air Algéric or even the oil company, 
Sonalrach. AL lhe same time, altempls are 
being made to destabilise uther ecgquully prof’ 
ilahle public emerprises. Such is the case, for 
èxumple, of Saiîdal, a pharmaceuticals cumpa- 
Hy LMM is (rying to revive a nalional indusiry 
in the face of keen competition fron private. 
importers, “This dynamic is disturbing," says 
a Saldal executive. “Our company's chairman 
and managing director has been the victim of 
several terrorist altacks, Our production instal- 
lations are regularly targeted, and we've been 
obliged lo sel up a securily subsidiary to pro- 
tect ourselves. And we refuse to believe that 
these attacks are the work of Islamic groups.” 
In plain language, this means the lobbies 
that want Algeria to continue to import medi- 
cines, rather than manufacture them, are 
behind the attacks. And destabilisation by vio- 
lence which can easily be pul down to terror- 
ists İS nat the only weapon used by those who 


ing for the total repeal of the family code. 

Although there is still so much to be done 
for women as regards the law, some advances - 
have been made, even if they pass unnoticed . 
outside the country. Some afeas of freedom 
have been gained, probably irreversibly. 
Hence work for women, at home or outside, 
has become parî of 1he mores and is no longer 
regarded as exceptional or marginal. One 
significant delail is thal the number of cafés 
and businesses run bj women {Joung and not 
so yoımg) is increasing — a phenomenon 
which would: have been unthinkable five 
yeEnrs Ag0. 1 

The increased deterioration in the economic 
situation is pushing more and more women oıt 
{o the labour.market. The praportian of 
female workers has {hus grown from around 
8% in 1987 to nearly 14% now. Rather than 
complaining how difficult their life is, almost 
all of them emphasise the growing influence 
they are gaining within their families, whether 
they are married or not, “We can have our say 
now in all the major decisions bêçause İl is . 


often us who are bringing lome.the' money for . . 


our brothers, fathers or husbands,” they.say 
proudly, “The men hang abouttha. streets talk- ' 
ing while we're doing the work. We feel less 
vulnerable now." ' و‎ 

` Nowadays one: should judge .by ippêar¬ . 
ances less thai ever before. Unlike 20 yeats 
ago, many of the women who Work’ are no: - 
longér embarrassed to wear a E 
them do sq because the hejab hidelhéir., 
poverty and because it enables thenl to pass 


go over to importing." Numbed by all the 
years of violence, Algerians shrug their shoul- 
ders at these war millionaires who have no 
qualıns about flaunting their wealtlı. 

“The latest luxury cars from Gernany are 
on the streets of Algiers even before they 
appear in France or Ilaly," an outraged teacher 
remarks. "There was a time when people were 
afraid to show their wealth. But for several 
months now, the terrorist groups have been 
less active in the cities and posh cars are start 
ing to reappcar and pcople have begun having 
lavish parties ouıce again." 

But this liberalisation otf foreign trade of 
which International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
officials are so proud, is ııot the success if 
appexrrs. Although in lheory iny private trader 
can İinıport goods, there are areas il is best to 
steer clear of. “The puhlic munupulies have 
been replaced by private monopolies cluse t0 
the people in power," admits an Algicrs chiun- 
ber uf cummerce employee. “There"s un poinl 
trying to import food, medicines ur building 
materials, Everyone kıuows there ire people in 
those markels who can’t be ignored inl ils 
better, fur your OWN ailcly. Nt tO gu bel 
theni,” 

French suppliers know 1hut il is heller nol li 
iry to haye i00 many cmirtut ind t10 deal 
with only one partner. "I challenge any 
Algerian trader you like lu impor1 French 
sigur OF cement," cominues the man frum tv 
chamber of commerce, “At besl, he'll get a 
polite refusal fron fhe supplier." As for ihe 
worst, Algerian “impurt-exporl” companies 
could tell you plenty of stories 1u give you 
food for thought. A young importer in Oran 
had a consignment of sugar declared unfit for 
consumption by port authorities, dishonestly 
of course, Others were less lucky: Algerians 
ure convinced that some of the killings attrib- 
uted to armed Islamic groups are linked to 
rivalries in international trade. 

In these circumstances, where private inter- 
ests are trying to lake control of the economy 
with the complicity of internalional bodies 
that pretend not to know whal is going on, lhe 
question of the privatisation of public enter- 
prises is a very hot potato. "How can we pri- 
vaıtise companies without undervaluing them? 
How can we ensure that they will nol be bro- 
ken up when sold?” a senior Algerian official 
wonders. 


. the urgent appeals published each day in dif- 


ferent newspapers, they are far from reaching 
the million signatures (hey hoped for. 

This initiative immediately resulted in a 
response from the women’s section of 
Mahfoud Nahnah’s Social Movement for 
Peace (MSP). This party, winiclı defines itself 
as a moderate Isiamist party and which has 
17% women among ils leadership, threatened 
Lo launch a petition to collect 3 million signa- 
lures “in order for Algerian women to regain 
their dignity as Muslims”. e 


Family code 


OW that the MSP is part of the govern- 
N ment and has;a large representation in 
parliament, and with the various Islamist 
‘members forming almost one third. of the 
.aşSonibly, it is clear that we should nat expect 
‘any major amendments to the family code, 
„Since the scales are weighted heavily in 
"favour of the conservatives, wilo include more 
than just Islanists, no government would risk 
‘opening up an additional frortt, given the vio- 
Tent ciigis which is already shaking the coun- 
‘try. It would’risk it even less on the question 
of women's rights, which continues ta be 
tegarded.as a secondary issue, 
: “Sihcê violence erupted on the Algerian 
political stérie all other matters have been.rel- 
egated to second place. Among the: 10 or so 
political parties represented in parliament only 
the Socialist Forces' Front (FFS) and 8 
Culture and Democracy Party (RCD) are çall- 


Y üre not speaking the same language. < 


Nlikh gı, giving them much credencë, 


could be nıade only between a husband anl 
the wife"s guardian, namely tlhe girl's father « 
one of her uncles or her brother (even if hı 
was younger Lhan her), or, in the absence of 
male relative, a judge. In ihe event of dion 
the woman lost everything, both her home ani 
liter parental status, even where the childre 
were entrusted to her, This highly retrograk 
document was nearly adopted, Only an Qule 
managed to abort the project, which threat 
ened to legalise the tragic situation which wa; 
already a de facto reality for many woınen. 
Gathered around the tnujahedates (womtn 
fighters in (he war of liberation, which hal 
not yet lost its aura} and the Union nalionak 
des femmes algériennes (the UNFA, liuked Ir 
the FLN, but widely infiltrated at that time hı 
caminunist militants), women university stur 
dents, employees and trade unionist 
mobilised in force. They organised 1 large 
number of demonstrations, iı parliculûr in 
front of the government building. Their slo: 
gan was "We want full citizenship" and Ihe 
argument, addressed to their foriller COM: 


more semesters tO go tO get my 
engineering degree. But what's 
the point? I'd had enough of bonıb scares in 
ıhe train between Algiers and Bab Ezzouar 
university. Enough of lectures cancelled 
because (he teaching staff weren't there. 
Anyway, then my brother suggested I work 
with him, He's set up a little import/export 
business and it's going well. I earn over 
90,000 dinars ($1,500) a nıonth on average, 
more than lhe country's top engineers, More 
cen {han a government minister, Î think," 
Hamid, a native of Algiers, is fairly lypical 
of his generalion. It is a generation of new 
businessmen, young people who invesl in 
Irae, but in a more organised and legal naıı- 
ner lhan their predecessors. While the older 
generation would travel to and fron Europe, 
Morocco or Tunisia to buy goods and sell 
hem again — tlıeir makeshift onrganisalions 
largely dependent on ob{aining visas or fhe 


DROPPED out of university 
¢ 1 three months ago. I only had two 


rades-in-arms, was that they lıad borne am 1 guol will of customs officers — their sUCccs- 


like them and had sacrificed theınselves lke | , sors have discovered legality. They have 4 
them. However, ihe nıajurîly of ihe nujahir | ' ide register and tey pay their taxes; they 
replied that women would be just as well ut | ' use fı, the Interne, letters of credit; and Iley 


al home with iı pension. bringing up children 
now ihe country had becn liberated. 

ln the absence of a parliamenl Il uan 
thal difficult tn curb Ihe Revolutionst. 
Cuil. The litcr derived ils lipht: 
from the war uf liberuuun and hid no Inlet’ 
in alienuting ıtsell frum Ihe represents 
Ihe female population, especially its heru’ 
lt continucrl, therefore, regularly tu f" 
homage tu he cCouritge ul its “sister wP 
had fought "like men" during the 


j xe cuntainers for their iınports. 

"Smuggling and ihe so-cilled shipping 
| tips — they're things of lhe past. Humid 
ı Mntinues. "Now, when we go abrondl, i's lv 
, MeL wih suppliers nr negotiate wilh bunks. 

Tals why educated people are less iliuncl 
la go into business.” 

The liberalisuion of foreign trade in 1994 
nd ifs opening lo the private sector paved thd 
way for the creation of more lhiun 3,000 

li اوا‎ companies. The convertibility 
0 it ej 0 eg te en ET e l0 
amung its number), The Rev 1 arly $2 billion wort ods 

Council managed ta resisl the allûcks uf h: ° 1997. Ia Ala e lh) a 
Iraditionalists for some time, but il she | , ly known as "import-exporl conipanies”. I is 
itself tu be less firm as the years wenl “" Û ı 3s good a way as any of highliglıting the favt 
especially when il needed their help to enuf ا‎ these new entrepreneurs are quite inca- 
٠ N ul ol e (inl Pall" u e ا‎ e uP to intenıalion- 
ular the agriculturul r : ion — 

When ihe iS demonstrations by ¥ و‎ E Ra eh 
Islamists stırled in 1975, Malika was ıı S' "Export?" Hamid asks. “Export what? To 

dent and she did not pay any atlenlion" | | ¢port, the country would have to have fucto- 
thenı. "They couldn't [riglıten us; they ¥ | | ties that worked, that produced something 
going ugùinst Ihe ticle ol history." Her mot" : | ober than oil and dates. No one wants to g0 
who was û religious wom, wiiS Norê wur | Ito manufacluring yet. The best way of mak- 
ried and more criticul, Even e اا‎ Ig money in Algeria is to (rade, Even people 

ut cven read and had always been conline® Ye got factori 
ا‎ dggressire ¥0 e E ories prefer to close them and 
people whom she nccused of “wanUng (0 ah: 
us back Into the stone age". 


e 
| mal Karabadj! is a journalist 


Fenıinists 


T WAS not until the early 1980s tal 
pressure grew really strong and realily 
to be faced. In March 1980, Malika 
bers, the Islamists organised the first ma 1 
their history and managed to assemble 
partisans in front of Algiers alee 
Almost immediately the first feminist gro 
were formed in the universities, taKITg 8 
tage of the political openness intradl 1 
President Chadli Bendjedid. In spite ® 
their efforts, these movements failed t0 
root outside the main towns, Illiteracy, i 
has returned to the country over the 
years and now affects over “® r gol 
population, doubtless lias something 
with this, : 
The real shock was to come. four year : 
in 1984, with the adoption of the family اا‎ 
“All the most inequitable clauses: the 
which had been excluded in 1972 i 
polygamy, the question of partial 2 د‎ 
for women, and especially the tola! § re1 
sion of a woman to her تپ ا‎ 
made legal. It was quite contrary O oy 
tulion, hich is very egalilarian. Malika 
however, to derive something p0 س‎ ۰ 
tho irauma she has experienced ime OIOWS the few initiatives taken: from 
to abandon our illusions and colle Û ip | Omen ا‎ here aid thete, for the Beriefit of 
Phe init petition was lauhched iast Februsty 
her sis ® Of journalist Mina Zerik and 
utious) tation, Femmes eh communication, 
he ri i entitled “A million şignatures for 
Jêfits of wonieh if the family", Despite 


continued fron page 10 . 


2 on the authorities, in any form, to make 
: dMgeS. It was up to those at the base, the 
1 0 ihemselves, to do something.” 
alika promised herself that her daughters, 
e and Nadia, would be more libernted 
ا‎ e had been and that they would enjoy 
priuilk rights of which she herself, although 
Mehl ged, had been deprivêd. Especially the 
ن‎ 2 Privacy. Her profoundest wish was 
3 er daughters would no longer liave io 
e lhe family at home and society 
ikl and it seemed obvious to her that 
ton bul ren would not only share that aspira- 
1 ça Od be grateful to Her for it. 
ا‎ Lamia, her elder daughter {who 
i 0 become an architect), throws these 
al ani her saying they are “decadent 
leh dec uslim" Malika is most upset ' and 
fel TY unsettled. Mother and daughter 


ا 


mulher lhinks (hat, ini order to' be mod-‏ ا 
ly “Ed to be like her.” the girl says angri-‏ 
es, she ever ask hersèlf why she refuses‏ 
e e sane things as her on mother? Has‏ 

"er asked hersélf what modernity is?" 


fought in earnest and we coul 


continued on page I1 
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ALGERIA IN THE GRIP OF TERROR 


Hopes and lost illusions 


There has always been a lack of understanding between Algeria and 
tts women, During the 1950s and 1960s Algerian women were in the 
vanguard of the struggle for liberation, But nowadays the relative 
freedom of the ‘sisters’, famous for having ‘fought like men", has 
almost ceased to exist. It began to disappear in 1972 when the Family 
Code threatened to institutionalise male guardianship and women had 
to mobilise in order to impose a temporary defeat on the country’s 
Revolutionary Council. Since the early 1980s the Islamists haye 
weighed in on the side of continuing this patriarchal society, But 
Algeria's women have minds of their own. Malika tells her story. 


BY BAYA GACEMI 


‘My mother couldn’t read or write. To her mind, women's salvation Iny in education’ 


‘There were ujready worrying signs, though. 
The baltles, which were many and bitter, sur- 
rounding the drafting of a code of family law 
provided the clearest evidence of this. But 
who, during those years following indepen- 
dence, could have realised lhe dangers, when 
peoplê continued to proclaim the great revolu- 
lionary ideals and the principles of equality 
aııd progress? Malika, like the majorily of her 
girlfriends, followed the sporadic debates on 
the stalus of women without paying much 
attentior lo them. For her, the pressures exert- 
ed by the tralionalists were little more than 
“minor incurslons in a history which was 
calmly following its natural course”. 

‘The first serious .alert came in 1972. That 
year a family code was placed before the 
Revolutionary Council, which was the only 
body 1n power at that time. It strengthened 
and codified the customs of a profoundly 


‘patriarchal society and: introduced the 
. glardianship of men over womêèn, who were 


to be treated as minors from the cradle to the 
grave. A marriage contract, for example, 
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fraternity which they couldn't feel elsewhere.” 
Parents did not mind that kind of mixing 
between girls and boys. “What was most sur- 
prising was the attitude of our mothers. 
Although they were very traditional, they 


‘soon, without even realising it, totally 


changed their tiinking. They accepted that 
their daughters could do things which they 
would never have been allowed to do them- 
selves, although at home (here were certain 
taboos which definitely remained." : 
Nîalika's rıother had a very set idea of wha 
the Algerian waman of the future would be 
like. No veil, well educated and hard-working. 
Widespread education would create genera- 
tions who would moor Algeria alongside the 
good ship Europe. Schooling would enable 
daughters to break ftee from the restraints of 
the family, to throw off the weight of tradi- 
tions, lo free themselves and become respon- 
sible. adults in charge of their own destinies. 
“Nowadays, when I hear people say that it's 
education which has brought about fundamen- 
talism, Lmust sayI am rather surprised” | 


TEST 


be my daughters, I merely 

occupy a Fleeting lransition- 
al «tage. The women of my generation 
thought they had blazed a trail for the women 
who were lo come after them. We were 
wrong: three genernlions have brought three 
different visions of lhe world,” 

Nîalika is neither indifferent nor disappoint- 
ed. She simply says she has been “a bit taken 
uback", especially since her elder dauglıter 
took up prnying in a seriolls way threc years 
ago. ''I1 know Î can't just put it down (o one of 
thase myslicaf crises which teenagers often ğo 
through" she adınits, “I can see ihis is some- 
thing different." One day her daughier turned 
to her and snid “You may think you are an 
authentic Algerian Woman, bul you are really 
only û poor copy of a European woman", 
Since then she has been trying to understand 
what is going on. To her mind, woınen should 
follow their own path through life: education, 
followed by n job and full emancipation, For 
her, there was never any question of wearing û 

veil, which she considers to be "the symbol of 
puriarchal repression." Besides which, no one 
ever (hought of doing so. 

When she sces low her daughters are 
developing, Malika realises that reality does 
nol correspond to what slıe dreamt of, “I! had 
underestimated the cultural influences," she 
ildınits, aud then slıe points (o ene of the per- 
verse effects which Ihe economic crisis lus 
had cn soctely in general and women in [ıar- 
licular: “Since people have nothing 1o gain 
from the stale, they have turned against İl ind, 
because they do not approve of the choices the 
state has made, they have reverted to the only 
ihing they can be sure of — their ancestral 
values.” 


6 6 EFORE tne there was my 
mother, after me there will 


Convictions 


ALIKA works in a public conıpany; she 

has short hair and is vivacinus and 
sporly. She says she has never reully sullered 
any sexual discriminatiu) in her professional 
life, but she recognises that her manangerin! 
Matus, her liveliness and her lack of shyness 
haye been a grent help. Born a few years 
befure independence into a disadvantnged 
family. al ihe age of 44 she considers she has 
been quite bucky and has made thie ınost of her 
life. She has inherited the convictions and 
plain speaking of her father, u factory worker, 
who, although he could not read ur wrile, did 
nat allow this lo stop him from becoming an 
aclive trade union nember , 

A divorced mother of daughters aged 17 
and 14, intelligent and a good listener, she 
does, however, reproach herself on one major 
point, that she did not anticipate the develop- 
ments which she is now witnessing. “My 
molher couldn't read or write herself but she 
set great store by education. To her mind, 
women’s salvalion iay in education — and 
Boumedienne.”" There was no doubting at that 
time the direction which history would follow 
— total liberation for women. 

Malika was LO at the time of independence. 
In her small coastal town, Skikda in eastern 
Algeria, her parents used lo say to her when 
they saw the ships full of pieds-noirs: “You're 
the ones who wil] be taking their place, chil- 
dren. This country belongs to us now, and our 
daughrers will work alongside their brothers 
to build it." 

Things did not always turn out to be as easy 
as hai, of course, bul Malika does not have 


| had memories of those years by and large, In 


fact, quite the contrary. As a conıputer engi- 
neer, she received a grant as did all those who 
passed their baccalaureal in Ihose days. The 
agriculural revolution for her meant fucther 
training in voluntary service and devotion. 
"University students wore required to help the 


„| illiterate peasants. We were sincere, Yes, vol- 


untary service during those campaigns 
enabled students — girls and boys alike — to 
unite İn a common cause and to experience a 
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Turkish Cypriots 
dream of Kurope 


BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
NIELS KADRITZKE 


complete control, was able to block a new 
constitutional compromise in 1973, and iu 
1974 began distributing the Greek possessions 
conquered in the North. 

Hislorically, he was nıislaken on just one 
poinl. Though they have no contact wilh the 
Greek part of the island, lhe Turkish Cypriols 
are more Cypriot 1han ever. Their increasingly 
minority position and the risk of being swal- 
lowed hy Turkey has strengthened their sense 
of identity. This sense of identily is ihe con- 
mon denominator of the North's upposition 
forces who accuse Mr Denktash of belraying 
his own ceihnic comnunity"s inlerests by mak- 
ing Ihem secondary to Turkey's. The priınacy 
of Turkish Cypriat identity anl interests have 
given rise to the (ollowing demands: a bi- 
zona! federation with a high level of autono- 
my and equal rights for the Turkish Cypriut 
part of lhe state: demilitarisatinn and the sta- 
tioning of an internalional protection force 
with Turkish and Greek contingenls; and 
membership of the Europeiın Union. Nowhere 
else in Europe will you find such convinced 
— or desperalc — Eurupcans as iaınong the 
Turkish Cypriots. 

The strongêist reasun lor wantin le Juin 
Europe is paverly. Turkish Cypriots live te 
compele fur scurte wurk wilh day liubcnırêrs 

gg » UM Analolia who enjoy 
۰.۰ unrentrictel entry. Alpay 
Durdurdan cumplains. 
“Only two brunches uf 
E ihe CCouomy dirr Hour 
a isbing lere. Ih Turkish 
# maliu's casinos and lhe 
Î cbeap universities thud 
j entice the offspring ul 
rich Turks with strange 
English-sounding 
mmes", The Irade unions 
and numerous {rade ASSO- 
î cialions are calling with 
great conviclion for EU 


be allowed to doıninate this 

part of the Meliterranean": 
this is how Ankara explains ils response to ıe 
1974 Cyprus coup in which Archbishop 
Miakarios was overlhrown (|). The sirnlegic 
issue came well before any concern for lhe 
fale of lhe Turkish Cypriots, as {hey soon 
reulised, “Until (974, we were needed. One 
{he Turkish intervention was over, we had 
sêrvedl our plırpose,” wrote Turkish Cypriot 
politician Özker Özgur sîx montlıs ago (2). 

Mr Ozgur is well placed lo testify to the 
powerlessness of native Cypriots in ile face of 
the new order. In 1994 he was deputy prime 
minister of the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus {(TRNC, Head of the lefiwing Turkish 
Republican Partly (CTP), he joined lhe govern- 
ınent to pul through the opposition’s ınain 
demand: to steım the lide of immigratton from 
Turkey. But, as he puts it, “they gave me a 
dnım, but olher people kept the sticks". 

Those “alher people” are the generals in 
Ankara. Apart from the 35.000 Turkish soldiers 
they huve stationed in Narlhern Cyprus, they 
cunlrol the policc, Ihe mililiu, Ihe xecret ser- 
vices andl sIrilegiv sites like (he wiler puri fici- 
tion [ants. The Turkish cınbassy his the lust 
wurd on major civilian 1 
issues. [t employs mure 
peuple than most min- 
istries and has will 
inPUniy assured the rizhî 
lw grit lhe nationulity of 
ıhe Turkish Republic of 
Noıthem Cyprus — which EES 
ı is Ihe only country in hê #F 
world to recûgnise — [û 
Turks and other foreigners. 
They're iınporting a popu- FS 
lution ihat’'s more useful j 
and more submissive than 
ihe Turkish Cypriots," Mr 


6 6 HE reason for the interven- 
lan was that Crecce cannol 


e 0 
ا‎ e N 


4 و 4 : : 


alist parties: the Spanish Socialist Labour 
Pasty, Euskadi Ezkerra, the People’s Party, the 
United Left and Alava Unity. The combined 
vole for the Basque Nalionaltst Party, Herri 
Batasuna, Eusko Alkartasuna and Euskal 
Eskerra was 578,908, and there were more 
ıIhan 500,000 abstentions. If Navarre is includ- 
ced, the result is even ımure striking: the non- 
nationalisl parties won more than 900,000 
yates in 1993, compared wilh only 625,0004 
for the nationalists. And in 199 the propeor- 
lions were similar. 

ETA is continuing to undermine lhe naliun- 
Alisl bloc by strengthening fhe ranks of ila 
upponents. Since {he beginning of its Assassir 
muliont campaign againsl lhe People's Party. 
ınetnbership ûf thal parly hits grown, In I990 
ihe Pcople’s Party won six seats in the 
Autonaomuus Parliament. lu 19%4 il wun I1 
seals out of 75, as many as Herri Balnsuna. 
Since Herri Batasuna refuses to sil in the 
Parliament, lhe Basque nulionalisls are faced 
wilh the possibility that A coalition coull elect 
ıı non-nationalist speaker a1 Ihe next regional 
elections in October 1998. 

The main Basque problem is now ETA 
itself, and the organised violence of its 
zenlols, whu have cunbined to form a 


ATLANTIC OCEAN 
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“historic territories" in one nation may sez 
rather strange in view of the strength oڑ‎ regi, 
tance to it. tEven within the Basque counir, 
the province of Alava does nol support Il 


nationalist cause.) However, the sense RE. 


Basqus-speaking region 
I] Histone territories" 


continued from page 12 


belonging lo a single nation was strengthen 
by the existence of 4 form of social organi 
tion and similar institutions in the varion 
“historic territories". These institutions, at 
the laws which they were responsible fir 
applying, are ù basic constituenl of Basq: 
nationalist ideology. 

The fiterus are the customs of the aucix 
régime applied by the local assemblies whih 
the Kings of Castille hal to swear to ubsene 
in order to secure the allegiance of the Basqt: 
provinces. In Biseiny, lhe ceremony uf Ib: 
rayal oath took place it the city ul Guêrnkı 
beneath an oak tree lhiıt became the synihol of 
Basque independence, A person advucalır; 
reinslutemenl uf lhe fucres is called ¢ 
“fuerisl", and the curıesponding ideulugicul 
movement is Known ns “Tuerisn", The firr 


embodied the cCusloms uf each ul it, 


dy Ihe granting of urttonomy in 1979 are 
ighis that pre-dute (he |978 Constitution. 

For the PNV, Article 1 of the Additional 
Provisions of (he Constilution, which “pro- 
tects and respects (he historic rights of the (er- 
rilories with fueros", constitutes recognilion 
of the "extra-constitutional™ status ol lhe 
fiers system (41. Basque nationalists portray 
the history of their country as proceeding 

, Mkependently of Spain, In this way they tire 
, e lo distance themselves from iny concern 
, Yh the future of the Spanish nation. While 
: Ihe leaders of he PNY do not call on their lol- 
, ers to secede, Basque nationalists recvpg- 
' nist no duty io Spain. 

Al ihe beginning of the 1936-39 civil war. 
, he President af the Spanish Republic, Munuc! 
Azaîa, wrole the following words in his diiury: 
, Owe Bilbao has fallen, the Basque nitionial- 
| î are likely to lay Juwn their urns ur even 
, 2" uver to the enemy. They are fighling neither 
| the Republic nor for Spain, which Ihey 

jest. but for their own autonomy and seıni- 


| kependence" (5). Following the swift fall of 


Bilbao in June 1937, the PNV did indced 
ittnliate surrender terms with Franco, wla 


provinces, including Navarre. They ğranlel 
the Bitscucs uf Ouipuzcuil ind Biscuy sur 
righis, in particular certain privileges normal 
confined tu lhe nobility. The reference to M: 
uability as "universal" strengthens lhc el 
thal the Bûsque peuple had develuped 
unique traudilion of democracy in whuh al: 
mên were eqlkıl qınder lhe lw. The Uwe Carr. 
wis in [833-39 aml 1874-70 resulled ın F: 
abulilion of the fteroys, and i polilical mete 
menl kradually emerged lû demand their re1 
statement, Iniliully, this deınand was n 
incompatible with inclusion of the Baw: 
country in Spain, but aller û few yean ıl kx 
on a separulisl connotation. 

Sabino Ariuniı ı I$65-1903) wis the fund. 
uf Basque nationalist doctrine and uf the PN 
a parly which has prupuunded Basque nallurls 
ism since its ereurion in 1898, His main Mle: 
was to distinguish radically between I 
“Basque and Lûtin raves” and {o argue fur ¢ 
politival independence of the former. In 1š" 
Arana called for the establishment of a union, 
Basques “for the salvation of he comme 
fatherland and the race itself" (2). He coined 
new term, “Euskudi", tuo denote a Bas 


which concern the limits of Basqlıe nalional 
territory and the definition of the national 
community, are highly controversial and 
strongly disputed by part of the Basque popu- 
lation itself. Last, nationalist activists are 
deeply divided on lhe issue of armed struggle, 
and several ıneınbers of the PNY have been 
assassinated by ETA terrorists, 

Basque nationalists base their convictions 
on a particular reading of the history of their 
region. In their view, the Basque country is 
absolutely distinct from Spain in terns of both 
language and hislory. They claim that the 
Basques were self-governing up lo und even 
beyund 1200, when their territory was 
annexed by Castille, and have Continuously 
foughl {0 preserve their own forms of govern- 
menl. Seen in this way, the Bisque nalionalist 
movement İS a struggle for the retrieval of lost 
soverciğgnty. Basque nationalists refer to their 
mıtion as Elskadi, or Euskul Herria, un enlity 
ınade up of seven “historic territories", Spain 
conhins the three provinces of the Basque 
country proper { Biscay, Guipuzcon and Alava) 
as well as the pruyince of Navarre, which has 
the status uf an autonomous community and 
its own governmenl. The provinces of 
Laboutrd, Bnsse-Navarre and Soule are in the 
French département of {he Pyrénées- 
Allnntiques. 

The realily of Euskadi is more camplicaled, 
A good part of the populativn Hving in the 
“hisloric territories" docs nnl want tu be 
included in the Busque nation. That is the case 
of most of Ihe Basques Jiving in France und, 
above all, the people of Navurre. But Basquc 
nationalists are convinced, on Linguistic and 
anthropological grounds, that Navarre is the 
heartland of their nation. The Bascons of 
Navarre are claimed as the ancestors of the 
Basque people, as the mountainous north of 
Navarre is still partly Basque-speaking. And 
the [lth-century kingdonı of Navarre is the 
only emily to have exercised political aulhori- 
1y over all the territories to which the Busques 
now lay claim. 

The great majorily of Nuvarrese, however, 
consider their region to be qııite distinct from 
the Basque country. The Union of the People 
of Navarre (UPN), founded in [977 to oppose 
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POLITICAL VIOLENCE AND DEMOCRACY IN SPAIN 
Basque nationalism undermined by ETA 


Regional elections in Spain’s Basque region, scheduled for October 25, 
will take place in an atmosphere of tension, This is as a result of the 
murcler of several elected representatives of the ruling People’s Party 
over recent months by the separatist Basque organisation ETA (Basqıe 
Homeland and Freedom). But as well as killing hundreds of police 
officers, soldiers and civilians, ETA has been waging a campaign of 
violence against the Basque Nafionalist Party — the leading party in 
the Basque Autonomous Cominunuity. These acts of violence will make 
next month 's poll all the more inportant. 


BY BARBARA LOYER 


port Heri Batasuna, and cven less to support 
its leuders. We gel nolhing but lınsults and 
threats from them and their political assnci- 
ules. Wnal is nıorc, ihe citizens of the Basque 
country are fed up with the urrogance anl 
lz gressive posturing of Herri Batasuna that 
atvompauies the murder, kilnipping and 
extortion perpetrated by ETA and the urban 
guerrillas. Neither the PNV nor Ihe great 
majority of the Basque people will support the 
call for a general slrîke on 15 Deceınber or 
any ıtler action iuvolving lhe usc of force, Il 
is high lime for Herri Batasunu to break lhe 
link between political activity und the ııse of 
pressure, urce and iıtimidution,” 

On O And 7 December several PNY offices 
were [irebombhed hy ETA militants. Oıı the 
evening uf |2 Deceımber, 1 People's Purty 
lowa councillor in Renterin was shot dei by 
ETA. And on 9 January another lown council- 
lor was assassinated, this time in Zarautz. 

Tens ûf thousands of people protested 
againsi these criınes. And al the nalionalist 
and non-nalionalist political parties in the 
Basque country, except Herri Batasuna, were 
represented on the demonstrations against Ler- 
rorisın. Meanwhile Itziar Aizpurua, ı member 
of Herri Batasuna, boldly declared that “a 
people that struggles is sure of victory" (1). 

So who cXactly is struggling? And against 
whom? While Spain is confronted with other 
nationalist ntovemenis, especially in Catalonia 
and Galicia, the Basque nationalist movement 


N | Decemher 1997 the Supreme 

Coun in Madrid sentenced 23 lcad- 

ers of Ihe Basque sepnralist purly, 

Herri Batasunuı (Popular Unity), to 
seven yeurs' imprisnnmenut. They had been 
convicted of using part of (heir election cam- 
piign television Lime to show a video made by 
ETA. fı lhe broadcast Herrî Batasunn said il 
was giving uir time to those who offered a real 
alternative for peace and democracy und aû 
way’ out ef the presenl political conflict and 
violence. 

The vidvo had shown 1hrec hoodecl, urımed 
ınen culling fer recegnition of the Basque 
howeland, meaning ihe riglt it sclH-deicrmi- 
ıation and lerritorial unity {including Nuvarre 
und thé French Basque couniry}. They 
demanded thal “the Basque people" he 
allowed lo “freely delermine its fulure™ arl 
ùffered u ceasefire in exchange for an uncan- 
ditional amnesty for all ETA members held in 
§$panish prisons and the departure of "Spanish 
armed forces” from the Basque counlry. 

The next day the Basque Nationalist Party 
{PNV}, a Chrisliun Democratic organisation 
which has a majorly in the parliament of the 
Basque Autonontaus Communily and holds 
power in the Basque governmenm, issued qa 
slalement condemning the prison semMences 
while making ils opposition to Herri Balasuna 
quile cfear. “The PNY has no reason to SUp- 


Barbara Layer is a lecturer af the Uni versity 
af Paris VIN, meınber of the eclitorial board of 


: ٠ 1 ا ا‎ RE u pigon : | BS een able to count art f National Liberation Movement (MLNV). | Özgur says. Mass inımi- membershij?. 

is the most cornplex, for-lhree reasons. First, Basque nationalism, has becoıne the largest nalion comprising Lerriluries in which histor : nt on strong suppûrt Ira Nitıonî 1 و‎ 
Héradate (Paris), author of Géopalitique du Basque nationalist ideology is separatist and political party İn the region, winning 36.8% of hal taken E iE courses. Breakil: | ااا‎ and Basque Carlists since I936, Murder, death threats, car burning, gutled | gration from Analolia is a The pan-Cypriot trade 
Pays Basqtte - natlans el nationalismes en calls the existence of Spain into question. „€ HEL 1o self-determinalian was claimed 


union forum is an 
f umbrella organisation for 
., both South and North. I 
.' gdvocates an cconomic 
order that will allow 
people to work anywhere on the island. 
Unionists generally meet abrond because this 
year Mr Denktash has prevented Turkish 
Cypriots from visiting the South. 

Most Turkish Cypriots have had enough of 
nationalism. They are just as fed up with the 
revival of pan-Helleuic feeling im the South, 
resulling from military co-operalîon with 
Athens. The opposition in the North regrets 
the Southern Cypriots’ purchase of S-300 mis- 
siles and their failure te understand that more 
soldiers and arms mean even more repression 
for the Turkish Cypriots. But the Northern 
opposition’s greatest fear is that the South will 
join the EU on its own and provoke Turkey to 
annex the North. 

They are also worried that the Greek 


sııbjecl {hal really raises 
the hackles of the Turkish 
Cypriots (3). Alpay RNR 
Durduran, leader of the TEVI 
opposition party, Yeni 
Kibris (New Cyprus), estimates that 40,000 
Cypriots have emigrated since 1974, most of 
them to the United Kingdom. He believes that 
80,000 have remained, which means — since 
the 1997 census recorded a population of 
160,000 -— there must be equal numbers of 
natives and new arrivals. The fear is that the 
Turkish Cypriots will become a minority in 
their own country within a few years. 

It is nor going too far to call Northern 


Cyprus a Turkish protectorate, For two rea-' 


sons: people feel at once proteoted, but aiso 
denied the freedom to nıake their own deci- 
sions. There is an ambivalence that most 
Greek Cypriots refuse to understand. Nearly 
all Turkish Cypriots remeniber the 1963-64 
civil war which they have either lived through 


shops and physical assaull have become tlie 
daily routine of politics. Since 1988 all local 
parlies except Herri Batasuna have adhered to 
a pact giving the erzaintza (the police force of 
the Autonomous Community) a free hand 
against ETA activists. 

Public protest at the kidnapping of Miguel 
Angel Blanco reached unprecedented propor- 
tions: In Bilbao, a city of 900,000 people, the 
press estimated at 500,000 the numbers who 
demonstrated to demand that his life be spared 
{6). By contrast, the relatively calm reaction 
to the recent imprisonment of Herri Batasuna 
leaders by the Supreme Court in Madrid, 
which would have been unthinkable a: few 
years ago, shows the extent of public disillu- 
siartment with that party. 

Nevertheless, despite a steady drop in its 
influence, Heri Batasuna still obtains around 
12% of the vote and represents the 500 jailed 
members of the armed organisation. Only te 
militants of (he MLNYV itself, acting within the 


«ih varying degrees of aggressiveness by all 
Basque nationalist parlies when the 1978 
sllution was being drafied. But ibere has 
1 na head-on clash between the Basque 
E and their “Spanish oppressors”. 
, he conflict over the demand for self- 
termination is between Basques. 
fact that Euskadi is not a simple territo- 
ت‎ Entity is not in iself an obstacle to the 
of a Basque nation. More important 
ا‎ fact that the concept of a Basque nation- 
ish is of fairly recent origin and has 
. ' corresponded to reality. Right up to the 
ek each of the “historic territories" 
i cerned to defend its own autonomy 
Dim) Ils neighbours. And the Basque 
inin Mag, the tkurrifla, which some people 
E goes back to the Middle Ages, was 
oth ced by Sabino Arana at the beginning 
Scenury, based on the Union Jack. 


is Can be divided into three national 
miünities 


with the vocabulary of the qnrien ré 
Arana spoke of a “wur of conquest" aga : 
Euskadi, of “Basque luws”" rather than fier 
and of “independence", Spain was deple ۳ 
the first tine as a "foreign power” Irom i 
it was necessary to be separated. Separali" | 
was undersloid by his followers a5 8 ا‎ | 
dition of progress for the Basque people. اا‎ 
was finally daring to assert its difference. 1 
This ideology took shape against the bc 

ground of the rapid industrialisation of Bis 
the main centre of the Spanish steel ن‎ 
which gave rise to a wave of immigrel' 
from other regions of the Iberian pen. 
Arana referred tu this as “an invasion 
Spanish socialists ancl atheists". Al e 
Basque nalionalism was {hus 8 ان‎ 
éxireme-Catholic, separatist doctrine al 8 ۰ 
tulated the existence of an ethnic comm 
distinct from the Spanish and French, ا‎ 
trayed the Basquc problem as 4 ¢" | 
between nations. 


the vote in the 1996 clections. 
The stubborn determination to unite the 


Second, ‘the basic tenets of that ideology, 
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d sef. : : those who call themsel . separatist movement, can marglnalise the pro- | or been told about. It is the source of thelr Cypriots are trying to seize the.opportunity of‏ 1 ا 
of continued political assassination. j deep need for securily, membership to.make their frustrated people‏ اا َّ 1 he o: Spaniards, those who think of‏ وی ا ا an‏ 
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swallow the bitter.pill of division, and .also to 
meet their securiy needs — since a “Euro 


pean 
. territory" would be safe from Turkish attack. It 


could also dampen. nationalist sentiment. by 


“1963-1964 will not be repeated" reads a 
poster as you enter the Turkish part of 


' Nicosia. Rauf Denktash has built his political 


career on this trauma. He started the Turkish 


For this to be possible, other nationalists musL 
provide them with convincing arguments. 
Significantly, the ELA, a nationalist trade 
union opposed to armed violence, i3 now seek- 


only Basq 
J cou 
SA 
Nali 


ues. Two of the last four People's 


ncillors targeted in the latest wave uf 
"Altûns had Basque names. 


unalists are also faced with the difficult 


lrine. Xabier Arzalluz, PNV represen N 
thé Madrid Corles in 1978, and curren, : 
party’s chairman, informed the deputies € 
Constituent Assenıbly that Ihe Basque. 


EAE ET : ا‎ liement with the LAB, a national- | militias that fought against the Greek armed making out that EU membership represents 
had reclaimed “its historic rights, qodis: j | Mem of integrating iınmi h ا ا ا ا‎ erk tb ETA, in order to | groups and then took control of lhe Turkish some sort of reunification with Greece. 
of which has never been lost. This has O f | parts of Gunin “8 8 grants from other ist (rade urion sympa . 
TT Pain and those of their children who find a way out of the present tragic deadlock. | enclaves. He took advantage of the spills Such a separation by ştealth would doubt- 


e nut 


(o do with the ups aud downs of the 1 ite! 


: و‎ „1 CSpoused the B Translated by Barry Smerin | bekween Greek nationalisls. As'eafly aş 1962 less not meet with inlernationnl reservations, 

e e RT 1 ا‎ of such Sh E ۳ a ` hiş aim was to “take advantage of the Oreeks’' But, -as و‎ in e! 50 years, the 

at ıs deeply fell by A tafg. der’ FI. * heated debate ingi , 78 December 1997. istakes to win our freedom to the full". An ۰ Turkish Cypriols would be.the first to lose. 
lation" (3). Many Spaniards cnunot s1 j | onalist ie E E E yay ad Sabirdiar-Baiza, Obras Completus, 


, . Translated by Malcolm Greerwopd 


(1) Qyçted by Mehmet Ali Birand, who has talked ın all the 


, 1974 pralagonlsts. See, Birand, 30 Hot Days, Rusiom & 


Brotker, London, l985, p.3: 

(2) Avrupa, Nicosia, 9 Apel I9OB. i ir. 0 .! 
{3) The fret colonists were ihe pareqls'of.soldiets wlio‘ fell 
ln Cyprus. They ware given ownership Uitleş apd perımoneny 


`resldencê permlls on therprircl ple of “land for blood", 


advocate of separatism, he refused all cCo- 
operation with the.Greek Cypriots because 
that might result in lhe “Cypriatisation of the 
Turks", which he saw ak their “extlnction”. 
And indeed the “Greeks” mistakes” and 
Ankara's support made Mr Denktash the most 
successful man ‘in Cyprus"s political history. 
After 1964 he had his community unden:his 


Bayonnc-Bucnos Aires, 1905, p, [356, 

(3) Consltutional Deébites, Yol.’ I, Spanish’ National 
Assembly, p. 1760. - ٤ 

(4) Ef Amgjoramlenito an ¢f Parlamento, 2 vol., Parlamento 
Ue Navarra, Pampelune, 1983, Vol.f, p. 171. : 

(5) Quoted in Manusl Cûnzalez Portilla, La Guerra Civil 


en el Pais Vasco, Siglo XXT; Madrid, 1988, p- 37. 


`` (6) Seo Ighaclo Ramonet, Pays basque", Le honde 


diplamatigue, August J997. 


991 the combined vote for 


Dmunit, Pall in, the Basque Autonomous . 


om 1979 to { 
04: 0 nationalist parties always exceeded 


ity. İn recent years, however, the 
9 ا‎ have not.had an automatic majori. 
Aulon a lotal of 685,674 votes in the 


0 . 
mous Community went to non-nallon- 


stand this obstinate determination احا‎ 
status held under Lhe ancien régie... hi 
Jiterus are simply old local customs 
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Will the world catch Asian flu? 
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The spectre of bioterrorism THEY SEE YOU, BUT YOU DON’T SEE THEM 
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Big Brother is watching you 


The cameras are everywhere. On streets and in railway stations. In 


is a new form of control. A remote, imperson- 
al, automatic, largely invisible and inherently 
mysterious device enables the machine to cre- 
ate information and, if need be, initiate action. 
Here, the essence of conirol i8 manipulation 
rather than coercion, as if 4 distant hand were 
pulling invisible strings. The person under 
surveillance is reduced to an object of infor- 
mation. His records are contained in countless 
files, and everywhere he goes he leaves elec- 
tronic traces of his passage. As if this were not 
enough, his aclivities are rendered cyven more 
transparent by video cameras that track his 
image. The subject himself remains ignorant 
of the processes and mantpulation of data 
going on behind his back. 

In the absence of any principles govemirg 
the use of the new technology, interference 
with individual freedom has become rife. 
Preoccupation with security leaves little roon 
for cancern with Lhe butsic righl to come and 
go unobserved in public places. 

in democracies, where freedoms are gUurn- 
teed by law, the loss of privacy entailed in the 
taking ol pictures must no1 be disproportiaonale 
to the end in view. H ınıy be justiîied in certain 
plnces where security is al risk, but i1 is nut 
Justified in all cases. [n a Belgian secondary 
school, smakers were pursued right into tlie 
toilets, where cameras were insuulled tı cach 
them in lhe net. Department store fMUng ToGnIs 
ire kept under surveillance by hilden cunneras 
la reduce thel. [It has als been establishecl thu 
cameri installed on be public highwuy' vır st 
up ollide depurmeit Mores to Keep wileh ort 
the enıranecs, can sec inlo adjacent hones inl 
ıparlimenl hincks. 

The CNIL has played n crucial pirî ın ceur- 
tering Nese lhreats lo individual [reecdum. It his 
cumpalalied 1u get fhe personal dats prleetull 
rules conmluined in lhe Cuuncıl uf Eurvpe's 
19%1 Convention extended to Ihe new teclci- 
logy. ls efforts have been concentrtled on sur- 
veillance systems installdd in pincers open 1o Hie 
public. The European Direclive on Data 
Protection, adopled on 24 October 1995, now 
places pictures and sound recordings of people 
on lhe same footing as textual records. They 
are all defined as personal data. 

In June 1994 the CNIL published a recom- 
niendatian conlaining four demands, THe pub- 
lice nıust be informed of the existence of sur- 
veillance systems. The field of vision of the 
cameras used must nol extend beyond lhe 
areas under surveillance. All piclures musl be 
destroyed within a relatively short period of 
time, except in the event of judicial proceed- 
ings. Finally, people must be notified of the 
procedure for exercising their right of access. 

Some of these rules are difficult to apply. 
Right of access runs up against the prablem of 
pratecting the images of third parties in cases 
where the picture of a person wishing to exer- 
cise this right was taken in a group. Similarly, 
exercise of lhe right of opposition appears 
impassible, since machines never ask permis- 
sion Lo film. 

The European directive of October 1995 
provides that all forms of personal data shall 
enjoy equal proteclion. The principles of prior 
notification of persons, data security, fair trent 
ment, and limitation of the period for which 
dala may be kept, apply equally to all fhe dif 
ferent forms which personal data may take. 

În France, the instalJation of video surveil- 
lance systems in places open to the public is 
gaverned by a law on seecurily adopted in, 
January 1995. Surveillance iş allowed only in 
places where there is a particular risk of 
assault or theft. I requireş.prior authorisation 
by the prefect of police, acting on the opinion 
of. a departmental committee chaired by a 
judge. The law embraces several established 
principles of data pratection, For example, the 
public nuşt be kept “permanenly and clearly 
informed", the period for which recordings 
may be kept is limited to one tnonth (except iri 
the event of judicial proceedings), and persons 
who have been filmed have a right of access. 

Safeguarding the rights of persons subject- 
ed to video surveillance is absolutely essential 
if, a proper balance .is to be slruck between 


. SeECUHIy and frpgdom, : 1 
a a CÎ ai 0F jTenslated by Barty Smerin 


a makan ا‎ 


is preventive and involves establishing a state 
that induces conformity to required behaviour 
patterns. The other is repressive, producing its 
effects only after undesirable behaviour lıas 
occured. 

The first function builds on long-estab- 
lished habits of discipline. For more than 304 
years, self-control has been (le means of pro- 
moting peaceful social behaviour, Norbert 
Elias, for example, has shown how the devel- 
opment of court society in the 17th and 18th 
centuries eliminated violent confrontation and 
helped to spread new standards of behaviour 
based on self-control lo society at large. 

Michel Foucault argues that suitable social 
behaviour was induced by ihe panoptic disci- 
plinary mechanisms established towards the 
end of the 18th century. The individual was 
rendered docile and useful by enclosure in 
spaces such as schools, barracks, factories, 
hospilals and prisons, [Individuals who are 
confined and under surveillance intemalise 
the constraints of the confining autlıority. 

Bul the established disciplinary mecha- 
nisıns have been losing force since the 1950s. 
Modern life has given rise to areas such ûs air- 
ports and shopping malls, which the anthro- 
pologist Marc Auge culls “non-places". Here, 
the sense af personal idemtiy is weakened aul 
unonymily prevuils. Video surveillance is ıt 
ultempt (® creale modern panoptic mecla- 
nisms — being seen withuull secing, ln carlitr 
limes, lhese vuuld only be eslablished in 
enclnsed spaces. bul nuw they ire being 
extended {n open spaces [reyuenled by 
increisingly mobile individıurals. 


Soclal conditioning 


VY E we feel we are heing walched 
by cameras," Paut Viriliu observes, 
“we ure underguing û form of cundiliuning. 
even wiıen no hunıan being is monitoring the 
situaliun, A control relationship is established. 
Video surveillance is a form of behaviour con- 
trol, It not only deters criminals. At the same 
time, İt modifies the behaviour of all con- 
cerned," The key factor is that the person 
under surveillance müst be aware of being 
observed. This awareness creates the discipli- 
nary relationship and induces him Lo adopl the 
required behaviour pattern. 

The effectiveness of the panoptic arrange- 
ment depends on the relMionship of being seen 
withoul seeing. That is why video surveilaııce 
must always be obvious and is specifically 
drawn to the public"s attention by signs such as 
“Smile, please, you're being filmed," 
Sometinıes the individual is allowed to play 
the double role of observer and observed. In 
soıne apartment blocks, systems are being 
tried out which allaw residents to watch the 
comings and goings of everyone in the com- 
mor areas on their own television screens. 

The second function of video surveillance 


E 


banks, shopping centres and multi-storey car parks. The slightest 
movement can be observed at a distance on a screen. France alone is 
said to have a million closed-circuit video systems, including almost 
8 150,000 in public places. Given the potential of the Internet, these SyS- 
tems raise the spectre of total visibility and total surveillance. How are 
personal freedom and civil rights standing up to this unprecedented 
form of social control? 


BY ANDRÉ VITALIS 


Alpes-Maritimes has risen lo 130 per thou- 
sand, compared with a nalioral average of 90. 

Nor does video surveillance always pro- 
duce the desired effect. Levallois-Perrct, on 
the outskirts of Paris, has one of the higlıest 
concenirations of street cameras of Any Lown 
in France. No fewer than Š6 lıave been 
installed. Nevertheless, lhe crime rate rose 
sharply in 1996, with a steep increase in the 
nunıber of thefis. 

Once installed, video surveillance systems 
can be used for purposes other Hun those for 
which they were originally inlerkled. The use 
of the cameras oıı Beijing's Tiananmen 
Square to identify ind arrest demonslrnMors in 
Junc J9Y89 is a notorinus example, 

It is becoming apparent thiıt lhe closed dir- 
cuit syslenıs instulled in large dlepirtmenl 
stores lo counter shoplifting are row being 
used for staff surveillance. They have becoıe 
an insirument for monitoring work and pro- 
ductivity. This is confirmed by the large nun- 
ber of instances in which video evidence is 
offered in courl in alleged ciıses of wrongful 
dismissal. Video systenıs can also be used to 
monitor specific aspects of consuıner behilv- 
jour. Delailed analysis of tiny moventents und 
gestures enables stores 10o optimise the posi- 
tioning of goods and devise tlie most effective 
shopping itineraries. 

Video recordings of shoplifters can be used 
t0 build photo archives of suspects and persis- 
tent offenders. Currently, research is being 
conducted into soflware (hat can aomatical- 
ly identify wanted persons among Ihe fûces 
filmed in group scenes. 

The development of surveillance software 
permits "objective" observation based on the 
detection of abnormal behaviour, atypical 
dress or specific ethnic origin, Unlike human 
operators, surveillance machines aulomali- 
cally record everything in their field of vision. 
Misinterprelation can have serious Ccon- 
sequences. : 

Several surveys of systems iustalled in pub- 
lic places in France were published in 1995. 
They suggest the need to distinguish between 
two functions of video surveillance, The first 


ueighbouring French department of 


les réşulatlons, a report published by, : 


HE first video surveillance systems 
were installed in the early 1970s to 
assist in road traffic management 
and deter bank robbers. During the 
198Ûs their use spread rapidly to public trans- 
puri, shops, the workplace, leisure venues and 
the approaches to public buildings. A Further 
step in this direction was taken at the begin- 


ning of lhe |990Ûs, when cameras were 
installed on public highways, in sporîs sialic 


ums and on the streets of some cities. 

This new form of survcillanğe aroused nıis- 
givings fron the outset. ln France, ille CNIL. 
National Committee on Conputer Duta nıl 
lıdividual Freedom) proposed the first le gul 
safeguards at the end of the 1980s, Bun ihe 
general public accepted lhe new technnlogy, 
a; a means of crime prevenlion. Hûwever, 1 
survey carried out in 1996 showed lil sucial 
auteplabilly varied uccording to the {ype ut 
application. Only 9% of respondents consid- 
ered thê presence of cameras in cûr parks and 
shops as an invasion of privacy. On the other 
hand, 51% thought that showing pıctures uf a 
person (ken in a public place without that 
person's consent was a serious violation. 

The cameras involved are more and ntore 
powerful. Some have a full 360° range of 
ıslon. Others are fitted with zooın lenses Lhat 
can read the figures on cash registers or car 
number plates at 300 nıetres. There are even 
marl" cameras equipped with sensors thut 
ngger alarm syslenıs when incidents occur. 
Tle transmission of images over public tele- 
phone networks means that people can be kept 
under surveillance worldwide without regard 
Û national frontiers, 

Because of its intended purpose, video sur- 
\eillance enjoys a high degree of legitimacy. 
Securily is a basic human right. And the nunm- 
ber of Assaults on persons and properly has 
e HSIng across Europe, although murder 
elf is still relatively rare. France had 23 
0 as many violent thefts in J99 as in 
0 and eight limes as many burglaries. In 

30 the police solved half the cases of theft. 


By 1993, the clear-up rate had dropped 


0 12.5%, 


ence the emergence in the 1970s of A 
and for neighbourhood security which tra- 
llonal policing methods seemed unable to 
isfy. The answer was sought elsewhere, 


rough private or municipal security services . 


ind technologies like video surveillance. 
© Slalislics show that video surveillance 
8 security. With 90% of banks now 
il 0 cameras, 50% of robbers are identi- 
1 E drresled within two years. Thanks to 
neil Survcillunce in the Paris metro, 83% of 
i are now detected, and arresis have 
Bl Y 36%. The use of this technology in 
Partment stores las reduced shoplifting by 
lus thirds. 


qy etimes, however, hi-tech security sys- 
Only push crime elsewhere. The crimi- 
1 eels lo places without cameras, In 
il clty equipped with 60 video cani- 
only 44, with zoom lenses, the crime rate is 
i the Pêr thousand inhabitants. But the rate 


l1 
0 Centre of Michel-de-Montaigne 


Versify (Bordeaux II). Co-author, with 


€llmann, of Nouvelles technologies, 


novel 
he CNRS, Paris, 1996 


The prospect of terrorist reprisals of: 
kind explains why Washington Slrakj 
regard lhis lype of threat as the Achille! 
of American power. Thus the While f. 
documenl on “national securily policy ii 
21st century" published in May [997 ac 
second place in its strategic priorities to 
readiness to confront "asymmetric met 
defined as “unconventional approaches 
avoid or undermine our sirengths wf 
exploiting our vulnerabilities”, the f 
priority being the need to nıainlain ils ar 
forces at the necessary level to condutt1 
“ınajor theatre wars” atl more or less the sr 
time. 

The emphasis in American military i 
strategic documents on the principle of 'F 
ventive strikes" against “asymmetiric lhe. 
iş very disturbing in view of the fact thatt: 
cite the Israeli bombing of the Iraqi aw! 
reactor at Osiruk in 198Î as an example 
followed, at the risk of causing a mi 
nuclear disaster. 

In point of fact, the Americans have alıt 
followed this example: in 1989 when f 
bombed the chemical factory at Rabi 
Libya, in 1991 during the offensive agi 
Iraq.when US forces bombed the siles of‘ 


pected chemical ur biological weapons Lt, 


ries and, most recently the pharmaceuli; 
Tactory un the outskirts of Kharioum ~— al' 
risk, in each case, of releasing deadly :. 
stances into the environment. 

Ratlıer than aldvucating “preventive stnl 
would it nul be betier to look into Way. 
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risk appears to be quite small. As with nuclear 
weapons, the danger of accident is still greater 
than the danger of deliberate military use. 
States know that if they were to use biological 


weapons, (ley would expose themselves to 


relaliation of equal kind, or worse. 


The US and Israel have told Iraq in no 


uncertain terms that any chemical or biological 
attack on their troops or territory will meet 
with a nuclear response, and in 1991 Iraq took 
gocd care not to use the weapons it had previ- 
ously employed in the war with Iran against 
either country. On the ather hand, the threat of 


bioterrorism, that is, the use of biological 


weapons for terrorist purposes in an urban 
environment, is much more frightening. There 
has been a disturbing build-up of events in this 
connection that may well be symptomatic. 


The Uniled States’ national territory mighı 
haye been thought to be out of bounds or 
immune to terrorism, but even it has been the 
iargei Of a series of terrorist alacks since 
1993, on the World Trade Cenlre in New 
York, Oklahoma City, the Olympic city in 
Atlanta, and others that might well have been 
no less diaastrous. 

And there İş a perceptible escalation in the 
use of “uuconventional" lerrorist weapons. A 
number of incidents bear this out, the most 
spectacular so far being the Tokyo subway 
attack by members of the Aum Shinrikyo sect 
on 20 March 19935 {6}. A week later, thê 
Japanese police found a substantial qUantity 


of botulin in premises belonging Lo the secl. 
Had if used botulin instead of sarin in the 
same circumslances, thousands or tens of 
thousunds night have died. 

Alongside this highly alarming tendency 
aınong religious sects or extreınist ethnic 
groups, [here is a recrudescence of terrorism 
by states or armed groups as an acl of retalia- 
tion by ıe weak ngainst the strong. 

But the most frightening threat of all 
undoubtedly comes from a conibination of 
these two tendencies, in olher words terrorism 
in the form of state-backed political and mili- 
tary reprisals against civilian targets on the ter- 
ritory of the power in question, For example, 
in 1986, Paris was the scene of a canipaigli of 
terrorist attacks, thought to be orchestrnted by 
Iran — then at war with [raq — in response to 
French military support for Baghdad. 


means ol prevenling such alrovilie’ 

addressing the social and politicul concer: 

the potenliil users uf (hese weajuns? 
‘Translated by Barbara Wil 


{l1 Nensucrk, 2 Murch I498 
{3) Newsweek, BF Deucınber 1897. 
(3ı According la US vues, [raq obtained ıs AN 
cııltures froın an Amençun maıl ûrder company. 
ı4; See Kendal Ne zun, "Quand ‘notre" ûamı Slim; 
ses Kurdes", Le Afeule dhplomuntigure, March 1% 
{5 Batry Sthneiler and Lawrence Gomer (gef 
tors, Runlefiell of ihe Future: 21st Century B- 
Issttes, Air Wur Cnlleke Stuulies in Natinral Secunin * 
1995, available on the Internet. The relevant ن‎ 
“The Biological Weapon: A Poor Nalion's We 
Muss Deuructian" hy Lr, Col. Terry N. Mayer. USAF 
ib) This acl vl mudnuss had serious consequence 
Jied and nire than 5,000 suffered fron the efleels o 7 
as poiSsulnng. 
0 Bill Clinlun. A Narlanal Seeurliy Sırategy fi" 
Century, The Wlıite House, Washington. Moy l9. 


Conventions and Tables 


MW Tha Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use In War of Asphyxlating, Poisondvs 
Other Gases and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare was signed at Gene ْ 
June 1926. It found wide acceptance internatlonally but it had serious shorteom': 
the research, productlon and export of weapons were not prohlblted and the wear" 
themselves were so loosely deflned that it was easy to circumvent the proto. 
some signatory states, Including the United States, the USSR, France and Great Bi 
had insisted on retaining the right of retaliation in the event of chemical atiack 


® The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and tock 
of Bacteriological (Biologlcal) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction, T7 it 
joint American-USSR draft, was presented at the 26th meeting of the United 1 ا‎ 
Assembly and adopted on 12 Aprll 1972. The provisions on verification ٣ 
quate. This Canventlan an the Prohibition of Blological Weapons antered Into 5 
26 March 1975 and has been ratified by 140 states (Including Iraq). Eight" 

have signed it but have not yet ratified it. 


WI The Convention on the Prohibitlon of the Development, Production, Stookpl! 
Use of Chamical Weapons and on thelr Destruction was adopted In Paris on 1 ns: 
1983, It Introduces binding measures on verification, accompanied by proc 
inspection and investigation in the territory of states suspected of failing 0 he 
obligations. Very clear rules are esteblished for the destruction of stocks of ¢ 
weapons {new or old} and production facilities. 


¬ 
E 


E 
Wi The Treaty on tha Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT] was signed o 


three years after the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmogpherer ty 
Space and Under Water of 5 August 1963, and was ratifled in :1970 for 25 ¥ eset 
Non-Proliferatlon Treaty specifically prohibited the flve powers officially P ل‎ 
nuclear weapons — the United States, Russia (then the USSR), the United hb 
China and France — to pass material or Information to other stat68, 
undertook not to produce hombs. 


. . 01 
Bi Tha Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) was signed by 149 count gt 


tories Pr. ®. - 
September 1996. To enter into force, It must bs ratifled by the 44 اا‎ have f. dre Vitalis is a lecturer at the Média 


ing nuclear facilities. On 6 April 1998, the only declared nuclear powers b ratliet 
tha Traaty ware France and the UK, though President Clinton expects it tO had 
Congress this year. indla has not signed. Until the tests in May 1998, ha thrê 
regarded as belonging with Israel and Pakistan to a group of countries on the 
of becoming nuclear powers and it had argued during the negotiations powêlê 


prehensive test ban should be linked to nuclear disarmament by ths great 


powers to bring Opec to its knees and lower 
the price of oil. Liberalisation and deregula- 
tion of the oil market are at the heart of the 
current collapse of prices and will prove to 
have far more destructive effects than in [973 
and 1978, In the case of Venezuela, Mexico 
and Russia, this is one dimension of their 
financial crisis. 

The second tack is through the astronomi- 
cal increase in bad debt, both private and pub- 
lic, held by the banking system. When com- 
bined with political graft, the brutal spread of 
insolvency can bring {he credit system to A 
halt, as in Indonesia and now in Russia. But 
the share of foreign baaks in insolvent debt 
means that the process rapidly becomes glob- 
al. Losses by internalionally-exposed banks 
impact on increasingly vulnerable stock ınar- 
kets. Bul bad debt can also weaken the capacity 
of banks to provide credit to their own firnıs. 
“Credit crunch", as economists call il, is now 
û central feature of the Japanese recession, bul 
ather countries are not immune. 

The third track is ihe one where the {ming 
of events is hardest to predict, but where the 
tffects are the most radical, It involves the 
close İinterconnectedness of the big stock mar- 
kets and the transmission of funds from one to 
the another by increasingly nervous investors. 
The world of finance is hierarchical, and the 
key lo fhe world stock market contagion is to 
be found in New York and Chicago. The state 
of Wall Street is obviously largely a Function 
of the state of tlıe US economy, which plays a 
central role In deternıiniug both the profitahility 
of {hose Firms whnse shares ure bêing 
exchanged and the ımnnod of investors. 

Bul profitability also depends on lhe slate 
af the world ecanamy. As it deteriorates, 
inveslors becoıne increasingly sensilive tu 
political events far removed from Wall Street, 
This was clearly shown on 4 August, wlıen the 
markets fell 299 points — 3.4% — in a single 
day following disappointment with the new 
Japanese government's economic programme; 
and again iı the fall that shook lhe markets on 
successive days in late August after the deval- 
uation of ihe rouble and the political turmoil 
in Russia. 


An end to euphoria 


VER most of the year, while Asia was 
moving into depression, financial mar- 
kets in the West were booming. One reason 
for their buoyancy has been the “subjective" 
element of euphoria associated with the 
worldwide “bull” market in shares, of which 
Wall Street is bolh the front-runner and the 
pivot. In the months lhat followed the Thai 
devaluation, the World Bank estimates that 
around $110 billion drained out of the four 
countries most affected by the crisis. The 
combination of falls in interest rates and surg- 
ing stock markets was directly linked to this 
massive influx of Liquid assets seeking refuge 
in the financial institutions of the West, which 
in lum added to the euphoria among the “new 
investors" of the middle classes. 
This phase is now over for two regsSons: 


first, the end of the boom and the reversal of 


the business cycle in tlre US, and second, the 
fact that polilies und economics are closely 
interwoven. The pillars of the neo-liberal 
capitalist order are heginning to crumble one 
nfler another, Each tiime one goes down, the 
rest are put under ever greler pressure, This 
is clear for Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, not to 
speak of Hong Kong and China ... 
Translated by Ed Emery 


(1) See Frmmrçols Chesnais, "La fuce flnancière dune crise 
de surpfuductlon", Le Afonde diplomuilgue, February 1998, 
und Diana Huchrıuich, "Crise financière eı conu#élivilé dans 
fes pays d'Aste: au Jel de la crise boupière"', Les Etudes 
Je CERl, nu. 42, Fondallon Natlonale des Sciencos 
Politiques, Paris, June HYO8. 
(3) Nee “Axia: Suclal Bavklash", Busfress Week, August 17 
TUR uml, maricuflurly, lite report un the reni lèvels. and 
a»wiul effects, of unemployment in Japan. 
(3) See Fruncis Pisani, "La fin dex illusions pour le mixlèle 
nıexicain'": Frunyois Chesnatks, "Défense et Hlustrailon de la 
diclalurê des mınrchés”: and Ignacy Sachs, "Quelques 
feçons de la crise mexicaino", Le Monde diplomatique, 
respectively February 1995, March 1995 and April 1995. 
{4) See Gabriel Kolko, "Mais exporlez, donc! dii le FMI", 
Le Munrte diplomatique, Nioy 1998, 
(5) Jeffrey Suchs, “High Time to Rein in ihe IMF", 
fnfemational Herald Tribune, Paris, 3 Mey l998, 
{6} On the Multilutem! Agreement oa Investment see Le 
Monde diplurmmatigue, February ind March 1998. 
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tion of regtonal growth continuing at the same 
rate as af (he start of the decade. 

The simultaneous onset of falling curren- 
cies and shrinking markels in these. countries 
cffeclively killed off any recovery that might 
hare derived from the devnluations, thus 
opening the way for deflation. During the first 
six months of 1998, Thailand increased its 
exports hy 25% in volume terms burt actually 
earmed less, because of the collapsing prices 
of fhe goods sold. At the same time, ils 
imports shrank by an eqıtivalent amount. The 
whole region has heen affected by u deflation- 
ary logic, with "mechanical" repercussions 
that have come on lep of deliberate strategies 
of price compelition. 

In economies where there arc large inequal- 
itics in income, the collapse of external mar- 
kets canrıol be compensated for by increasing 
domestic consumpiion. In fact, the reverse is 
true, Shrinking overseas trade oullets wil] con- 
tribute lo an accelerated contraction of domes- 
tic demand, wiih industrial profits and meagre 
wages disappearing. 


Ideological myopia 


HI ELEVATING Ihe econonıy to an indepen- 
dent sphere with the supposed function of 
governing the whole of society, neo-liberalism 
has nllempied to abstract it from its political 
tnd secini underpinnings. Il has chasen to see 
market relations as “natural" and, once they 
appeared lo be in place in a country or region, 
i lng reckoned them to be self-perpetualing, 

This form of blindness, characteristic of 
tatalitarian ways of {hinking, cansciously or 
unconsciously, explains how it was possible 
for the “experis" af the World Bank at the 
start of 1997 to place Inclonesia — (hen under 
ihe declining rule of President Suharto — in 
pride of place as a counlry where development 
had been particularly successful, 

The IMF has displnyed the same blindness 
in its delermination to imypose on countries 
that Sought its help the adoption of harsh 
macro-economic policies. Observers have 
accused il of exacerbaling the movement 
towards recession: this is true but it îs a super- 
ficial view —— which is perhaps why il was 
taken up by leading neo-liberals such as 
Jeffrey Sachs {5). The behaviour of the IMF in 
Asia has been indicative of a vision of the 
world which is shared by all those who have 
sought to set up a benign dictatorship of capi- 
tual away from ihe public gaze .. . A typical 
devotee has been Renalo Ruggiero, director- 
general of the World Trade Organisation, who 
describes the Multilateral Agreement on 

Investment (MAI) as “writing the constitution 
for a single global economy” (6). 

Student revolts and popular rioting of a 
variety strong enough lo bring down the 
Suhario dictatorship were abviously not pari 
of the IMF's plan, any more Ilhan the daily 
spread of socinl chaos in Indonesia. 

Full-blown depression will not be limited to 
Asia. Now the Russians are experiencing the 
misery (hat accompanies the collapse of eco- 
nomic activity; and they will soon be followed 
by the peoples of the Ukraine and other ex- 
Sovie1 republics. Nor will the process stop 
there: Latin America will be (he nex victins of 
renlier and multa-dominated global capitalism, 


Three parallel tracks 


S IN THE 1930s, fintneinl erisis and 
global recessian ure now pragressinl 
simultaneously along three purallel, interde- 
pendent tracks. The first is ihe cantranction in 
production, cemand utd trade, and the fall in 
prices, This is what deflation is about. Unlike 
inflation, there are no Known and easy reme- 
dies, because the fall in prices is a result of 
increiused competition in d context of over- 
production, excess stocks rind producilve 
capacity, as well as a reversal in businesx« 
expectations, Deflation affects raw materials 
first and hardest. But ii spreads through manu 
fncturing like a disease. 
This process has now been ai work for over 
a year. Asian trade amounts to a third of world 
trade. This in itself was enough to discredit 
the idea of a purely “Asian” crisis. In the 
1980s steps were taken by the big capitalist 
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Korea granted an amnesty for illegal 
loreigners who Jeft voluntarily — 
meaning they would face no fines or 
jail terms — and about 50,000 did 
so. Malaysia, another crisiscrippled 
country, deported about 50,000 Incla- 
nesian nıigrants, out of a total nti- 
grant worker population of roughly 
2 aulllion, legal and illegal. 

In 1980, a total of 1 nuilllon mi- 
grants worked in Japan, South 
Korea, Malaysia, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Thailand and Taiwan, In 
1937, that number had grown to 
ınore thart 6.5 million, 

Still, most of the migration — and 
the new reversal of mıovemenl — 
has come not across borders but 
within coıınlries, “International nti- 
gralion is the one that gels lhe 
allcnliorı,” sail Ballistella in Manila. 
"Bul internal migralian is the ım 
wider phenomenon.” 

The influx of returning migrants 
als» brings wilh it a host ol new 
problems an urban patholagîcs 
previously unknown, or at least 
rare, in 1hese remote villages. There 
is conceru that more peaple living 
in crowded cımdlitions is leaciing tu 
increased tension iı Iamilitg — 
nore spousal abuse, more clıild 
abuse. Crime is un lhe rise. Antl ex- 
perts wutry about a new spread af 
tbe luman imgmuineoclvficicney virus, 
whirl causes AIDS, 

"here's bee n massive rotten rf 
people lo rural arcas who hil buen ' 
living in cilies," sud Koberl Ben 
noun, i UNICEF afficiil who is lv 1 
il mlviser lû Ihe U.N, program oll 
AILS. “The hospitals ire filling uj 
... Pevple are going back with HIY' 
nm a time when {he health services 
are particularly stretched.” 

Arlyocates mr ‘Thailand's poor 
and newly unemployed huve sug- 
gealed the government his an ılte- 


Asia s Migrant Workers Forced Home 


“We planned to go to Bangkok, to 
wark as housemaids," sald Ral. She 
is an 1&ycaı-old woman fronı Laas, 
Thailand's poor and isolated nelgh- 
bor, and is ataring forlornly fron be- 
hind the metal bars of the small celi 
at the Singkorabhom district police 
station, in Thalland's northeastern 
Surin province. “We are poor at 
hame.” 

Rai's home is an impoverisheal vil- 
lage in Laos's southern Champasak 
province, In search of jobs and a 
better life, she andl a group of 
frlencls — (ive (emalea, twa males 
— {ook a bant across Ihe Mekong 
River, caught a bus in bun 
Ralchalhaui aud made it as far as 
Surin before ‘Thal [mlice app'e- 
henderl {hern and uine atlher illegal 
Laotlan niigr'ants, 

In beiter times, wien work was 
pleutilt antl the Thal eceononiy was 
expaınling, policê might have 


turnecl a blind eye to this group ûf 
Illegal job-seekers. 

Since the crisis began, Thailal 
has deporterl an estinıaled 250,000 
migrants — moslly Burntese. South 


across the region, reversing the [ra 
ditional ınigratian paths, During the 
boom years of the 1980s and early 
1990s, workers from the poorer 
Asian countries, such as Indonesia 
and particularly the Philippines, 
flocked legally and illegally to wealth- 
ier counties such as Malaysia and 
South Korea, andl also to Hong Kong, 
to make up for acute labor shortages. 

Foreign workers in Hong Kong 
built ınuch of the new $20 billion air- 
port. Migrant labor built Malaysia's 
huge road network and its high-tech 
cyher-cily, Kuala Lumpur, as well as 
Japau's Winter Olympic Village in 
Nagano, And teus of thousands of 
Philippine domestic helpers have 
fanned out through Hong Kang, 
Singaporc antl Japan. Bul when lhe 
economic downturn hit in {lie midl- 
dle of last year, aınong lhe firsl — 
and ınost popular — acts of gOVCrI- 
menls around tle region was 10 
send ınigrart workers home, re 
sirict tle entry of newconiers mid 
begin cracking dowı on illegal 
labor. ‘Those once welcomed are 
now largely scorned. 


ries have closed, new construction 
lıas stopped, and even businesses 
that are staying open are laying off 
workers. The vast majority of the 
newly unemployed are migrant 
workers from rural areas, the man- 
power and the backbone of the 
decade-long Asian economic boon. 

Thai government officials esti 
mate that unemployment here has 
already topped 2 million. Of those, 
1.3 ınitllion are believed to be vik 
lagers who were working in the city, 
arti most of those, at least 1 million 
people, have already retıırned home. 

Migrant laborers built Asia's 
gleaming high-rises. They weaved 
the textiles and stitched the sneak- 
ers and assembled tlıe automobiles 
antl slapped together the plastic clolls 
that fueled what was then callecl the 
Asinn economic miracle. But witlı 
the region's econoıny iu an ıinprece- 
dented downward spiral, these labore 
ers are the first to be laid off. 

The result has been a dramalic re- 
versal of the traditional village-tocity 
ııigration pattern that transfnrmed 
Thailand and other Southeast Asian 
countries from predominanlly agri 
cultural to ımmainly industrîal societies 
in one generatiun. 

"The migralion paulterns have 
reversed İn Thailand,” said Kul C. 
Gaulam, lhe East Asia und Pacific 
regional director for UNICET., “Be- 
fnr'e, people went from (he cınlry- 
sicle to {he big city, for the bright 
lights, the jobs apd so un. Now it's 
lhe other way arnund, People arc 
going back to the villages. Thal is 
putting pressure on the village 
econûnıies, They had grown uscd to 
these people being in the cities." 


Keith B. Rlehburg In Bangkok 


US No. 929 to Amnajcharuen 
B province was lwo hours late 

leaving the Northeast station, 
but the passengers hardly seemed 
annoyed or even in much of a hurry, 
They had an eight-hour drive ahead 
and little to look forward to at home 
in their villageş — no jobs, no 
future, children needing money for 
school, wives needing ınoney for 
the householtl, elderly parents 
needing nıoney to survive, 

Pan Nyamsukee has been niak- 
ug Ihe irck from lis village to earn 
money in Bangkok since he was 12; 
hr's now 4Û, and has never seen it 
this difficult to find work, Ekachai 
Thubthaisong is 50 ancl has been 
coming tu Bangkok about as long, 
working on construction sites since 
he was 30. Aud Wad Boonnmanad, 
just 27, has a young chill dut to 
slart school soon, ancl lic's heavily 
in debt. "I'm worried," he confides, 
slaring solemnly out the bus window. 

The three ınen, friends from 1e 
sante sınall village in the northeast, 
vame to Bangkok together after 
spending a few weeks at hone to 
help plant the fumily rice fields. 
They came with 200 pounds of ice 
helwecn 1hem, and expected to pick 
up their ulel jobs a day laberers ut 
cily constriktion siles ancl earn 
enough money lo send buck to (liu 
village andl pay off old luans, 

But Thailantl's vennomic crisis 
Ineant (hat (his year, coustructiuu in 
Bangkok has all but ceaserl — and 
there's no work for migrant laborers 
like Pan, Ekavhaîi and Wad. So they 
soll their rice, bought bus tickets 


itive effect on the quantity and qualily of th 
software being produced, But the influence gi 
ihe money economy has been much reduced 
The most visible product of this freeware 
culture iS an operating system — the softwar 
necessary to the functioning of every compu! 
er — known aš Linux. This wag developed 
initially in 1991 on the basis of work done by 
a Finnish student, Linus Torvalds. Since then 
İt lıas grown, benefiting from culling-edge 
contributions from a supportive army of 
experts worldwide, linked via the lnlernet. 


The development of Linux has been self" 
organising, like a huge enterprise without’ 


walls, without shareholders, withoul wages, 


withoul advertising and without revenue. To ` 
date, the number of Linux installations Is esti ' 
matecl ut belween five and six million, wih ! 
increasing cvidence of applications in indus - 
try, too. The system's market share compar: 


favourably will Apple"s, and its growth rate ù 
higher. 


Various sludies have shown thal this soft- ' 
ware is in all respects competitive wilh com | 


mercial products, This is also confirmed by 
the extent of its penetralion aııd infilrulion in 
economic actiivity. The most significant exam- 
ple is undoubtedly the [nternet, which woull 
disappear enmlirely if this software were 
removed (7). 


Technological and economic Jependenct on 
xupplier cumpanies is elimin:ned, or al leant , 
greally diminished. The durability ol the pnd’ ' 


ucts, their evolution and adaptability, as well 
aS the help available Lo users, are beller fur: 
nnteed hy the presence of i large Inasn of nir: 
aud progriuumers than by the unprediviuihle 
stralegics of large soltware publishing houiws 
lu technological terms, freeware is u reli 
ble and texted solution. Furihermore il encuur’ 
ages new areas of economic activity, and hur 
creales jobs, I Joes this by developing a fing 
of services, by encouraging the development 
of complementary or competitive commercil 
products, and above all by fertilising levhne" 
logy-based businesses by providing resturte" 
thal are free, independent, tested and of high 
quality (8). The development of freeware lei 


ing companies correspondingly diminishes (he 
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computer programs operate counter lo 
normal commercial logic. Leaving 
aside development and conception 
cosis, the marginal costs of their production 
and distribution are vinlually nil. The develop- 
ment of the Intemet has meant that this is even 
more the case. Major software publishing 
houses are suddenly faced with the competi- 
tive challenge of micro-firms emerging at the 
global level (such as the “start-up” firms in 
Silicon Yalley) and of programmers offering 
their creations free to consumers. The compa- 
nies are attempting, to preserve their revenues 
and their monopoly grip on the markel (1) by 
establishing controls over the duplication and 
standards of digital material. 

This was the area deal with by the Betne 
conference of December 1996, which atte mpt- 
ed to create a framework of legislation cover- 
ing intellectual property rights {2)}. This area 
has also generaled inlense lechnalogical activi 
ty geared to inventing procedures for marking 
and tracking electronic commodities, and 


to replace a commercial publishing aclivi 
with a commercially-based servicing SEC". 
which creates more jobs (often decenlralised n 
and which is more competitive. Furthermore. — walling to start a long journey 
given ils greater technological fluidity, back to an uncertain future. 
encourages the creation of new companies. ’gg i “I have (o find a way to make 
At this point, it would be fair lO a | money,” Pan said. "People iıı the vil 
whether the classic industrial environment | lage work in the rice field, so they 
the most appropriate for developing the to : have fool. But they clepend on-the 
nölogies of the immaterial sector. Consun# | | people-working.jn Bangkok to send 
goods {films, music, novels} and production cash, 
goods (software, scientific articles etc.) bat. 
very different economic and social roles li bi 
absurd to subject them to identical legisla 
and protective ınechanisms. Economic بجی‎ 
ism is caughi in a contradiction, It ا‎ 
weakening the sovereignty of individual stal# ۰ 
and the elimination of all kinds of barf’ 


quantity, and especially the variety, of research 
and therefore also diminishes technological 
progress. The competitive element of techno- 
logical evolution, which is essential in order to 
avoid technological dead ends, is either weak- 
ened or disappears. The absence of diversity 
makes the fabric of technology more vulnera- 
ble to attack: the threat of computer viruses is 
only one danger among many. 

A recurrent theme of liberal thinking is that 
there is no alternative to the market e . hm 
the case of soflware, nothing could be further 
from the truth. Another path is already being 
traced, 

A search for a different way of doing things 
was Started in the early 1980s by Richard 
Stallman, at that lime a researcher at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 
Thi» led to the creation of the Free Soflware 
Foundation {5) and a number of associated 
companies. Their inltemion was to create free 
software (“freeware") which, like ideas, would 
be available to all, in line with the philosophy 


home and were sitting an Lhe hat, 
stuffy orange bus — crowded with 
other newly unemployed workers 


“There are no jobs in {he vif 
lages," said Graziano Battistella, 
clirector of the Scalabrini Migration 
Center İn Manila, wlıich tracks the 
movement of people in the reglon. 
“Unless these people have some en- 
trepreneurial skills, or some cash, 
it's very difficult.to know if there 
will be any job creation . „. . But from 
a government's perspective, [Job- 
less] people in the villages are mucl1 
less visible than people in cities.” 

Asia's new migration is not just 
confined inside natlonal boundaries; 
indeed, the economic crials has cre- 
ated a mass movement of people 


Aor moalive in US siralegy of asking 
the unemployzd 10 return t0 {lcir 
E | villages: to prevent the..buildup iıı 
f: | the-.capital of a critical mass of un- 
employed. 

"The recent government policies 
to help the poor, such as loans for 
the unemployed, [are] only to delay 
the social unrest," said Suriya 
Thongnuead, an adviser to the 
Forum of the Poor, an advocacy 
0 E group. “It doesn’t help solving the 
HL ı' | real problem of poverty among the 
majority. I can't see any way out for 
the unemployed workers wlio go 
back to die in the village." 


of open compelition are ambiguous. We have 
a situation in which commercial industrial 
software is distributed in forms that are direct- 
ly usable by a computer {executable code), but 
without any of the information (source code 
and documentation) that would permit the 
user to modify it, adapt it to other machines 
and uses, make it more reltable, or correct the 
ever-present programming EFTOIS. 
Furthermore users’ licences expressly forbid 
any such modifications. 

This deprives client companies and organi- 
satîons of control over the maintenance of 
their software, its tirne-durability and the pos- 
sibility of adapting it lo their individual needs. 

The world scale of the market for software, 
the specific properties of immaterial com- 
modlities, and especially the legal or techno- 
logical control of “standards" {particularly as 
regards the functional interfaces of software 
and the ways in which informatlon is repre- 
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The scene is being repeated 
very day around Thailand, and 
around much of Asia, as the eco- 
omic crisis that began last year has 
#nt unemployment soaring. Facto- 


Dej Boonyong working 1n rice flelda in Sal, the Thal village she 
returned to after losing her job in Bangkok PHOTO: HANCY ANDREWS 


Oil Price Drop Hits Venezuela Hard 


pace of privatization, a key element 
of market-oriented economic reform. 


and Mexico, Venezuela has been 
slow to adopt economic reforms, 
analysts say. By mast reckonings, 
Venezuela — which relies on oil for 
6û percent of governmeut Income 


The government of President 
Rafael Caldera has been forced to 
tighten its bel severely as oil rev- 
enues have plunged 35 percent this 
year. To stanch a budget deficit esti 


brought the country to the edge of 


س 
Serge F, Kovaleskl In Caracas 1‏ 
I __ | recession apd rendered it more vul-‏ 


respect of industrial standards, proprietas | 


HEN worldwide oll pri ble th ther Latin Ameri- | The specter of a Chavez pres | and 80 percent of export Income — | mated at 5 percent of d‏ 0 : : ا 
mechanisms capable of preventing the sented) are leading ineluctably to a concentra. of Pasteur, Jefferson et al. In order to avoid control of interfaces, industrial secree) wûr e oll prices Û nerable (han any other et1 ¢ 3p ٠ P Pp Aport Percent ol gross domesr- 2‏ 
earlier this year, 80 | can nation to the financial contagion | dency, coupled with the economic j is again paying the price for’ not | tic product, the administration has mn ۴‏ ا reproduction of a which are, in their tion of monopoly power, Not only are client people laying economic claim to this software, the creation of monopolies — to create did‏ 
ا essence, reproducible. The energy Ihat was companies put into a state of dependency, but Stallman tuned the notion of copyright on its ers Ihat are extremely harmful O io petrol l Gonzalez. As Venezuela's | from Asia and Russla, „Î qungmire in this nation of 23 millon | moving more aggressively to buffer | so far cut more than $4 billion from‏ 
ا ا و ا ا ا او ا ت previously devoted (o creating those commodi- they also no longer have alternatives. head by popularising a new kind of licence, and technological progress and to £ : slap dependent ONO Although the government and | people, has sharply reduced Invest | ts economy‏ 


ics is now being put into finding ways of pre- Since the suppliers have few competitors, known as the “general public licence”, which of useful jobs. 1 to sputter, the 29-year-old | Congress have recently undertaken | ment by foreigners and Venezue- | shocks through diversification. from the state oil 


company, 

: ْ و ا‎ : : 1 : : Ed Emi? her of two wag lald ff from hi to address the | lans alike; some investors have “Countries ike Mexico have been | Petroleos de Venezuela. Recently, 
venting their duplication. This is detrimental l0 they are even less ınotivalted to satisfy their protects a given piece of software from teclni- Translated bY a 0 m his | emergency measures LO a 3 x . ntly, 
the efficient use of information technology (3) clients’ specific needs. lt is ssl ble for ı cal or legal attempts to restrict its use, spread mn moat ا‎ $14-a-day job at a General | crisis, they have not been able to already begun to lee the country. | more defensive, Venezuela's slrat- | Congress passed a battery of fast- 
and is threatening the durabilily of its contents. whole sector of technology to fall under the and modification (6). 1 اا‎ TTL TS assembly plant in the town j arrest the country’s economic slide, People are afraid. Investments | egy has been to delay difficult fiscal | track economic reforma that, 


of Valencia néar here, along with 
€) other workers, Today, Gonza- 
2 Works alone on the teeming 


Of course, some would argue that this nrti- 
ficial re-establishment of scarciy is justified 
by companies" nced for revenue İn order 10 


have ground to a halt while people 
walt to see what happens politically 
and economically,” said Olga Vieira, 


conirol of a single firm {or a small number of 
firms}, Users in the fields of education and 
research are particularly concerned at this 


In tandem with lhe spread of such licences 
las come q sizeable and varied production of 
free software. Specifications and background 


whose symptoms Include roaring in- 
flation, lending rates of over 70 per- 
cent and' a sharply overvalued 


decision in the hopes that the oll 
market would recover," said Robert 
Berges, Latin American ‘strategist at 


among other things, will enable the 
government to issue up to $1.4 bil- 
lion in new debt to help cover the 


3 IW. 
Micmsoll?"), Le Monae rliplamatigite, November hef 

{2) Pamela Snaruelson, “On authors’ rights e ]% | 
First Monday, Copenhagen, vol, I, no. 4% Cott ! 


employed only 22,30 workers. Furthermore , everything in Vérntzuela | vestors has been heightened by the | would usher in higher inflallon ratés | eljgn inveginent in this county, | acknowledged that the economic 


develop new technology, create new products single-sourcingd of available technology, and information about the software have been made hitpZwww.firsimondlay dk. Seo nls Philipe Quan. i 0 Streets of the Venezuelan | currency. Perhaps most ominous, | director of operations for the British | Merrill Lynch & Co. “What they are Î shortfall. 
artd ااا‎ existing E as well as by e rk 0 of the flows of forma: available, so thal people can adapt or inıprove r aay a hy ا‎ 1 awn cigarettes, cheap |j the downturn has deeply unnerved | Chamber of Commerce in Caracas. i tying to do now ie find ways 0 But critica conended that the 1 
the costs of job creation. tion wlıich are so vital lo researchers. the software as they see fit, and redistribute it, re aliman "Copywrong", Wired, San Fatt: support ا‎ and car floor mats to | foreign investors, who untill recently | Venezuela's precarious economic | finance their big flscal deflcit. reforms mostly address long-term ١ 
But suith arguments should be saet alongsile The ecology of ideas and technologies with or without payment, and without any CON  July-Augusi 1993, hupi/www. wired oot “ils ly were touting Venezuela as one of | condition e role pT Antonio. Herrera-Vaillante, vice | fasues and that there is little in- 1 
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a TE : 
€ ARS OVER The rich and poor are 


growing further apart 


people of the poorest countries inı 
double jeopardy. Burning of fossil 
fuels has quintupled since 1950, and 
it is the wealthiest onefilfth of the 
world who consume more than 
50 per cent of then. 

The poorest one-fifth of the world 
ar'e responsible for just 3 per cent of 
carbon clioxidle levels, but the 
stressing of Lhe environment [rom 
carbon dlioxide emissions means 
thal the poorest people, who live in 
low-lying regions sırch as Bangla- 
clesh ancl parts of Egypt, risk losing 
their homes as sea levels rise bhe- 
caısê o global warming, 

Bangladesh coulkl sce Ils land 
aren shrink by I7 per cenl, while 
cauntries such as the Maldives annul 
Tuvalu coufel vanish uncler {hc sea 
altogether, 

Ã child born in New York, Paris 
or London will eonsume, pollute arı 
wasle more in (heir lifetime than 
nÛ cellildren born in a developing 
vountry. Bul iH is those poor thil- 
tiren who arc {he mosl likely 10 tlic 
from air arl walter pollutiu, 1h 
tepurt suid. 


IR pullulinn causes 2.7 milion 

fleatlıs a year, will BO per ceıu 
of Ihe victitrts i1 rurnl poor areas of 
doveloping counlrirs. In [Lattin 
Amer and parts of Ack ıilliuns 
of children are al risk if losing far 
or more IQ peiuls because of leati 
enissions, [n thest areas ihe grow- 
ing econoniic crisis is alreculy shauw- 
ing up in bealth and education cCuls 
which will accelerate {he Jowuwar 
consumption trend alrcady hilting 
these countries, 

"Tie message of ‘liniils lu 
growtlr’ of the 1970s has changed — 
the new emphasis is not on the 
world running out of non-renewable 
resources, buıt on the threat to the 
renewable resources: alr, soil, 
forests, fish, biodiversity, and 
water," said Dr Jolly. 

The consumption of fresh water 
has almost doubled since 1960, the 
marine catch has increased four- 
fold, with a quarter of fish stocks de- 
pleted and another 44 per cent 
being fished at their biological limit, 

Developing countries now face a 
strategic choice: they could repeat 
the industrialisadlon and growth 
pracesses of the past 50 years, or 
they could leapfrog to growth pat- 
terns that are pro-environment and 
pro-poor. 


PHurran Develapmert Report, 1998, 
United Nations, sea http:// 
www. Undp.org/undp/hdro 
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Sterling rates Staring ratas 
Seplambesr 14 Septamber 7 


` Aa 2.8161-2818 | 2.210-2.827 
Auta 20.08-20.10 | 20.25-20.26 
Belglum 6A.S67-6&.a7 Û 69.34-60.45 
Cenada 2.5394-2.5415 | 2.536-2.635 
Denmark 10.48-10.67 Î 10.24-10.86 
France B9.67-9.57 8.847-8.657? 
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Hong Kong | 12.98-1289 Û 1292-4283 
Iraland 1.1388-1.1432 | 1.1457-1803 
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Japa .'..| Z22RF223.23 | 210.63-219.93 
Nelheriands - | 3.2194-3.2228 - |.3.2483-3.2510 1 , | 
New Zeeland. | 9.253-3.2592' | 3.2750-2834 
Norwny , 1469-1270 - | 126-285. 
Portugal ‘Î 22.53-22.53 1.204.62-28gR : |, 
Spun 24299-24207 . Î 2443I: bAA.54 : 
Sedan | 140-1321 | 22a: 
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Larry Elllott and Victorla Brittain 


HE [Inited Nations last week 

callecl for urgent action ta raise 
the living standards of the world's 
poor after tlisclosing that 1 billion 
people have been left out of the con- 
sumplion boom of the past two 
decades, 

lu its annual Human Develop- 
nîent Report, the UN saicl tlıat gross 
inequalities between rich and poor 
countries were wursening, with 20 
per cent of the global population ac- 
counting for 85 per cêt of can- 
s1mplion. 

Wilh consumption increasing 
sixflokl in (he past 20 year's ancl dotı- 
bling ir (he pasl 1Û, people in 
Furope anl North Amcrica iow 
spend $37 billion a year on pet food, 
perfumês and cosmetics, 

This figure would provide basic 
edlucalion, water and sanitalion, 
basic healtle ancl nutrilion for all 
those now deprived of it and slill 
leave $} billion over, according to 
ihe UN figures. 

However, the UN is nol jolning 
lle calls uf some “small is beautiful” 
libby groups to cul consumplion, 
bul rather to look fur chinges in pal- 
lerns of consumption, dcvortling to 
lı rqpurl's malin author, Dr 
Richart Jolly. *Abunfiance of con- 
sumplnn iS n0 crime, but i1 is sr 
daluus that the poor sue unable to 
consume enough to meel cven their 
basic needs,” said Janes Gustave 
Speth, the UN Development Pro- 
graınme adnıinistrator. 

Ûr Jolly called the inequalities 
"grotesque", and said the “gar gaı- 
luan excesseş" in consuuıplioty 
highlighted by the report would 
have to be changed. 

According to the UN, the 225 
richest people in the world have a 
combined wealth of more than 
$1 trillion — equal! to the annual in- 
come of the poorest 47 per cent of 
the earth's population, some 2.5 bil- 
lion people, The three richest peo- 
ple on the planet — Microsoft's Bill 
Gates, the Walton family of Wal- 
Mart atores and legendary investor 
Warren Buffett — have assets that 
exceed the combined GDP of the 
48 least developed countries. 

“It is estimated that the additional 
cost of achieving and maintaining 
universal access to basic education 
for all, basjc health care for all, re- 
productive health care for ali 
womien, adequate food for all and 
safe water and sanitation for all is. 
roughly $40 billion a year," the UN 
said. “This is legs than 4 per cent of 
the combined wealth of the 225 rich 
est people.” ٤ 

The report shows that the in- 
equalities of current consumption 
opportunities have excluded more 
than a billion people wha do not 
meet even their basic consumption 
requtremeuts. One goal of the UN 
report is to rajse their consumplion 
levels, 

Among the 4.4 billlon people in 
developing Countries, ‘almost three- 
fifths lack basic.sanitation, one-third 
have no safe drinking water, one- 


‘quarter have inadetjuate housing, 
.while one-fifth ‘are underriourjahed . 

and the same proporilon have no ac- ` 
` cess to modern health services. 


Transport for most of the wofld’s 
poor is by foot. There are. five çars 


jer 1,000 people in ‘East and Soith 


Asia, 11 per 1,000 in Sut»Saharan 
Africa, and 45Û per, 1000 in the in- 
duslialised couotriea.. .,. . 


° These skewed. pattern 
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viding a ready market ior world out- 
put. But the chances of this happen- 
ing are slim if the Dow Jones and 
the dollar continue to crash. If Mr 
Clinton falls on his sword over tlıe 
next few weeks, it will not be be- 
cause of the congressmen on Capk 
tol Hill but because of the financiers 
on Wall Street, 

Ultimately, it may prove imposst- 
ble to ring-fence Brazil and Hong 
Kong, end Japan's long recession 
and maintain robust American 
growth, It may be that a combina 
tion of over-production and struc- 
tural deficiencles in the global 
financial structure will coalesce to 
turn a cyclical downturn Into some- 
thing much nastler. It may be that 
the herd instinct of markets pre- 
vents sensible policies from working. 

But the debate now is about the 
form intervention should take, 
rather than whether lt should hap- 
pen. There is a sense that a dam has 
broken and all sorts of progressive 
ideas can now be discussed. 

Mr Hale, for example, is express- 
ing concern about the power of the 
4,000 US hedge funds and bank 

' proprietary departments, with 
$250 billion of capital dedicated to 
short-term trading acllvity, to desta- 
Lille amall and medium-size coun- 
tries which are not equipped to cope 
with mass selling of their currencles 
or equity nıarkets. 

History shows that the Great Fire 
helped to' purge the Great Plague of 
the previous year. The industrial 
West will survive the present crisis, 
but a . long-overdue .cleansing 
process has begun. 

@ The IMF warned this week that it 
is so strapped for cash after record 
„levels of .lending that it may ,/ be 
'forced to borrow directly from its 
richer shareholders’ to deal with 
future ‘global financial emergencies; ' | 
Its problems have been exacerbated ]' 

‘by the‘ US Congress's failure to ap: 

'prûve a capital increase to ıe Fund. 
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short selling and placing restric- 
tions on the use of mar gin calls. 

Hong Kong's chances of clinging 
on tû ita currency peg depend to a 
large extent on what happens to 
China, and that in turn will be influ- 
enced by what happens in Japan. 
Amid all the stock market turbu- 
lence of the past month, it has been 
almost forgotten that Asja is gripped 
by a serious depression and there is 
no prospect of a recovery untll 2000, 
at the earliest, 

The UK Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, as chairman of the Group of 
Seven leading industrial nations, is 
flying to Japan for talks this week, 
and it is clear that the sooner the 
world's second economy can be 
dragged out of its prolonged slump 
the better. Whether the he can pro- 
vide anything other than moral sup- 
port remains to be seen; most of the 
solutions to Japan's problems are in 
its own hands. 


HE authoritles must staunch 
the flow of corporate bank- 
rupicies and stimulate con- 
sumer confidence, but this is proving 
difficult. With prices falling, money 
is becoming more valuable and con- 
sumers are Hoarding it rather than 
spending It. Printing nıoney in order 
to push up prices may be the only 
way out, because.that would reduce 
the incentive to save. 
Finally, there is the United States. 
As in 1973-74, a global economic cri- 


sis has come at’a time when the US 


presidency has béen weakened. De- 
clining corporate earnings meant 
that Wall Ştreet was .due for a fall 
from lte dizzy helghts in ‘any: event, 
but the uncertainty surrounding Bill 
Clinton is unhelpful] for market sen- 
tment jr 

` Witk large parts of the world suf 
fering from full-scale :deflaon, it i8' 


‘up to the UB ~-:despite: ltg record 


` trade deficit i And Eürope o (ry to : 


ûrt, pro- 


act as the buyers of last 


Eê funds (which are. dlgo, ré, 


. | ıı ê Hong. Kohg ‘monetary aur 
hority is Ollowing ‘uji: thiş blataût. 
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World in 
need Of 
fire break 


Larry Elliott on a plan of 
action to limit the damage 
ofthe current crisis 


A EVERY clıild knows, the 


Great Fire of London began 

in Pudding Lane and raged 
uncontrollably for days. When the 
lames died down, large parts of 
landan were a smouldering heap of 
asli€s. 

With lhe benefit of hindsight, the 
Great Fire was not a disaster. Lon- 
lon recovered quickly and the au- 
Ihorities learned from their’ mistakes 
when İt came to rebullding thc city. 

Thai was not the way if seemed in 
September 1666 as the flames swepl 
through tlıe streels of Loudon. The 
sense of helplessness and panic will 
have been familiar to those at the 
sharp end of the current flnancial 
turntoil. 

The solution arrived at in 16û 
was lo call in iroops lo blow up 
hlocks of houses, creating a fire 
break. Once thai was fone, the fire 
burned itself out. Can something 
simîlar be (lone in {he worlel's finatı- 
: cial markets laday? 

The short answer is thal sûıme- 
thing sinilar can be trie — arı al- 
most certainly will be tricd — but 
here is no guarantee ûf success. 
Globalisation has meant that the 
linkages between economies are so 
Strong thal the creation of cordons 
sanilaires is not easy, But there are 
four countries essential to manag- 
ing the flnancial crisis: Brazil, Hong 
Kong, Japan and the United States. 

Brazil raised interest rates to 
30 per cent on Friday last week in an 
attempt to put a halt to capital flight 
and head off a disorderly devalua- 
lon that would have ramifications 
Mt just {or Argentina and Mexito 
but also for the US and European 
Union. The US banking system is 
tê AS exposed to Latin America as 
I ls to Asla; the combined exposure 
European banks is even higher. 

ports from Washington last 
kend suggested that the US 
hani and the International 
lonetary Fund were trying to 
(atch together a rescue plan. Hav- 
screwed up badly in Russia, the 

est must get it right in Brazil, a 
e which at least has a 

hing government and a sy 
2 of (littlequısed) capital controls 
al could be beefed up to deter 
Speculation, : 
willingness of President Fer- 
Ee Henrique Cardoso's govern- 
lo tighten monetary policy 
sith Cut spending should be met 
R A response fronı Washington. 
dt building a firewall will aot come 
e a fund of at least $25 billion 
ha needed to tide Brazil over. 
ا‎ Kong has taken a different 
©. İn effect, the authorities have 
تة‎ the currency peg with the 
ت‎ by nationalising the stock 
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Away With Murder in 1996, are ı 
riveting as the success stories, Moc 
traumatic is the disintegration q 
Merrily We Roll Along in 19%); 
confluence of economic, medic 
and public-relalions disasters (hi 
causecl Suuclheim to lose not onl, 
some of his dearest friends but hi 
greatest collaborator, Haroll 
Prince. Cûmparing (he haunting 


beaıuly and ımusical unity of Merrily; . $ 


with its slıabby denise, one won’ 
clers how anything of substance sue 
ceeds on Brmaclway. Clearly, ih 
champions are tnotivated not by 
anytliing remotely rational bul bj 
ilsessive love. 

Secresl gracefully interweayvts 
personal with artistic unaterial, deliv 
ering a first-rate history ol Bruat 
way in the past 40 years simply hr 
detailing Srndheinı's central role in 
i. She cloesı't shrink from ili 
cussing urpleasarıt personal isin 
such as Smdheim's block ronan 
tic feelings for Lee Remick ur lik 
discomfort wilh his hornosexualil. 
but she refuses to indulge in tl: tJ 
all gussîp that corsets o uh 
conte Mporary biography. 

Often, Secrest dllows her subit! 
lo spéak — ip admirable lille sine 
Sındheim is û willy, incisive ofr 
server; Wesl Side Story is “Ab 
tchiGUtm, Bul about poupele". et 
Tice Ravel is responsible bor "ln 
popular musi Hiin hits beet r1 
in Ie wenlirlh cteulury, ine hulls: 
his vu." Seoneliines Senar hln vi 
be cruel, ı5 in lis epuip Hat Hur: 
esli wis û Mt of nailed tule 
ıl inlinile sul, Rodgers i 
vere, Jie viw uf Coni[RMy, rf" 
tevlu thi iny criliv, ori 
izes his message: "lu be emoliual; 
cutninitleel 1o «uınebudly' is very dill 
cult, but to be lone is impossible 

The wosL poignant Sundhwinus 
pUzulox is his virw of himself bu 
trapped anl liberuerl by ihe nw” 
cal Iheater’. An irtist in a comm 
dial wnrlcl, he is “serious Im 2 أ‎ 
that is hardly worth being al 


une." Yel that same uulsan 


form Îs litu-giving, as necessary ® 
breathing: "There's somelling ls 


"ical abouıt i1 thal just tloes nol ex 


in films and television. I's nol abu! 
being smart, i1's about beng aliye. : 
ا‎ 
lo ils prümises, In this Sense Man! أ‎ 
Thousancls Gone İs an expression : 
optimism, though Berlin hist 
mig not necessarily prefer this IF 
terpretalioın. 1 
On another level, though. ihi: 
book is a damuation of white An" 
ica. Berlin tends to the Yew. 
has been gaining currency 
historians (and geneticisS, 
polagists and others) that fate 
tificial, a “social construcllon 
Berlin himself argues, beyi 
construction" that “only ا‎ 
the contested social terrain In™ 1 
men and women struggle ® cori 2 
their clestinies." This |S نی‎ 
ground, but Berlin makes a 
case that race in America 49 ¥ : 
understand it arises fron ا‎ Pi | 
tice ol equating bondage ¥" u! 
ness," that, as tle per . 
slavelolders' interpretation eed 
Age of Revolution putt il. If ا‎ 
all men were created € 
some men were created sles 
then, perhaps, those who 
in the degraded condition o ® 
were not fully men afler all «| 
Berlin's analysis rg" ى‎ 
“proved,” but it İS persuasive ا‎ 
that even as white America Wê" , 


rubric of “race” that were 
to keep blacks in their place. 44" 
can history offers P 
dence to refute this. 


, ginning to permit black 


PHGTSARAPH HANS HPA ITFr 


changed his mind when Harner 
stein İlnsistecl that if the auclieuce 
could nof release themselves aflur 
this overwlelming song, Ihey 
would miss the resl. Ultimately, 
Ethel Merman nıade her bows part 
of her devastating ımadl scene, creal- 
ing thet quintessential Sondheimian 
moment: În playwright John 
Guare"s words, “wleuı you reallzt 
the ground has gonê out from under’ 
you. Thats what Steve under- 
stands.” 

Often the ground goes out under 
Sondhein and his collaborators. Se- 
crest's accounis of flops, from Any- 
one Can Whistle in 1964 to Getting 


sissippi andl west Flurida. He traces 
changes from “societies with slaves" 
(in which “slaves were marginal to 
the central productive processes") 
to “slave societies" (in which "slav- 
ery stood at the center of economic 
production, and the master-slave re- 
lationship provided the model for all 
social relations"), These changes 
were nol always simple and usually 
were anything except linear; hough 
Berlin makes a good deal of sense 
out of them, the reader must be pre- 
pared for more uncertainty than 
most find comfortable. 

Though the trend in most places 
was away from societies with slaves 
ancl toward slave societies — in par- 
ticular, and most obviously, in the 
plantation regions —~ this was not a 
neat process, because İt ran parallel 
to a tentative and incomplete loosen- 
ing of slavery’'s grasp: Though their 
numbers were small, some blacks 
were able to gain their freedom as a 
result of urbanization, revolutionary 
egalitarianism and other influences. 

Indced, for all the oppression it 
documents, Many Thousands Gone 
can be read not as a chronicle of Je- 
nial .and enslavement but as evi- 
dence of the İrresistible impulse for 
freedonn. In this sense Berlin's book 
ia an affirmation, not merely of the 


fortitude and dignity of the slaves (a , 
, matter of grave concern lo many of 
today’s listorians) but of the capa- 


city of American democracy ~~ de- 
spite its shortcomings — to live up 


"e 


ا 2 


: ا 


١ے‏ ه٠‏ ۹ . 
و 
نا وج 
re‏ 


۰ 
.“ . 


Sondheim in 1961 


larioııs, providing enough cirana fur 
halfa4lozen biûgraphies, Somelintes 
Sondlheinı's ripostes resenble the 
quick, cynical brilliance of his lyrics: 
When actor Larry Kert yells (luring 
a tense rehearsal in Company, “Who 
do I lave to screw to get out of this 
show?" Sondheim answers, “Sane 
personi you screwed to geft in.” 
Because Sondheint's shows are 
bursting with ideas, the smallest be- 
hind-the-scene dispute becomes il- 
lunıinating. In the 1959 Gypsy, 
Sondheim refused to write an end- 
ing to "Rose's Turn" because "a 
woman having a nervous break- 
down should not get applause." He 
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designer mather, Foxy, who alter- 
ııated between incestuous seduc- 
tiveness and a hostility suımnıarizerl 
by û letter tû her son before her 
open-heart surgery: “The only re- 
gret Ihacl in life is giving you birth." 

No wonder Sondheim, the inspi- 
ration for Anthony Shafter's Sleuth, 
was obsessed by puzzles, conun- 
Jrunıs and detective stories. “The 
puzzle was a metaphor," writes Se“ 
cresf, "a reassurance he desperately 
needed that there really was a path 
through tht maze, that magical se- 
crets waited to be revealed." Music, 
too, becaıte a way of making order’ 
out of {he chaos of lis parents’ 
fallcd marTinge, nuusic infused with 
brilliantly artificial word games, 
pristinc Ravellan harmonies, aul 
elaborate canans and (ughettas. 

Yel Sondheim's art tloes not re- 
solve: Company, Follies, Sweeney 
Tarld, Merrily We Roll Along, Sun- 
day in the Park With Georgeê, and 
even A Little Night Music nıove to 
ward ambivalence andl regret, the 
unraveling of ideals and relation- 
ships, even though their exquisite 
(lesign suggests perfeclion and clo- 
sure. Each saug has a secret ten- 
siot, what Sondheim calls a 
“subtext” that leaves the audiendr: 
"sninelhing to discover. . . like body 
in winê," 

Sondheim's entire life is full of 
xıradûoxes. An Inveterale New 
Yorker, he scured lis Viggest criti- 
cal sucvess İn London, a culture sat- 
uratecl in {he verbal subtleties of 
Shakespeare and Shaw; a cerrbral 
puppeteer isolating himself iı a 
house of games, he wriles conversa- 
tional songs in an entirely conınıu- 
nal genre because he can "only 
collaborate.” 

The real drama in this richly tex. 
tured biography emerges Irom 
these collaborations, The dizzying 
ups and dawns of Sondheim's be- 
hind-the-scenes experiences with 
Harold Prince, David Merrick, Zero 
Mostel, James Lapine, Bernadlelte 
Peters and countless othérs are ex- 
hilarating, excruciating and often hi- 


A Little Night Music | 2 EE 


Jack Sullivan 


STEPHEN SONDHEIM 
A Life 

By Meryla Secrest 
Knopf. 461 pp. $30 


RBANE, complex and ul- 

terly contemporary, Stephen 

Sondheinı's Broadway nusl- 
cals aye greeted wilh a high serious 
ness norntally reserved for’ novels 
ancl plays. Jheir very existence is a 
mystery: How could Ilıis ostenta- 
tously iitellectual artist, a poet of 
ambivalence and selfdoubt, suc- 
ceed in a genre widcly regarcleçl as 
commercial enteriainmeinft? 

One uıswer, Meryle Secrest sUK- 
eats in this slırewcl, vibrant biogra- 
phy, is that Sonclhelm burst au the 
seeno al just tbe right time, when 
the 1ralitional ıuusical had run ils 
course Alk] Broaciway was clesper- 
ate for sontething new and provoca- 
tive. Surndlieim also had great luck 
in his mentors and contacts, inclurd- 
mE Cole Porter, Leonard Berrıstein, 
Jeronte Robbins, Hunıplırey Bogart, 
Arthur Laurents and, cspecially, 
Oscar Fnmmersicil, hig surrogate 
father. 

But his aıain assct, aside fran: ge- 
uius, was in extraordinary “single- 
miululncss" that allowed lîm lo 
eKlure thtens uf failures before 1le 
big brcak of West Side Slory, and 
turing ihe ‘BOs, when accuuntant- 
mentality protlucers and an aucli 
vnve ackliclted 10 glitzy special 
effects abandoned serious (heater. 

Sondheim describes lıimself as a 
"nice Jewish boy from the nine- 
teenlh century," insisting that his 
life is devoid of intintacy and color. 
But Secrest, who lıas also chronl- 
cled the lives of Kenuelh Clarlc, Sal- 
vadoar Dali and Leonard Bernsteitl, 
fincls plenty of juicy ınaterial even in 
Sondheim's aloofness. 

Raised in {he genteel upper West 
Side of Manhattan in the "30s, he 
was abandonecl by lıis father, who 
look up with another woman, and 
was raised by his angry fashion- 


Birth of an American Dilemma 


riod, just as we make the same as 
sumption about antebelluun slavery; 
İn both cases, we are wrong. 

What is surprising about this is 
that everything else in history 
teaches us that change is the one 
constant of hunian existence. How 
could we lıave imagined that the 
lives and conditions ofl American 
slaves, or their relationships with 
their owners and the legal authori- 
ties, could haye been otherwise? 
Wlıy do we think that slavery can be 
fit into neat pigeonloles when we 
know that almost nothing else can 
be so easily categorized? 

What this says about American 
attitudes toward history, and/or 
American attitudes toward race, can 
only be guessecl at; suffice lt to say 
that i probably is nothing flattering. 
But according lo Berlin the history 
of the first lwo of slavery's three 
cenluries in Narth America reveals 
nothing so much as change, anıbi- 
guilty and “messy, inchoate reality.” 
For this reason alone his book has 
great value and inıportance; it is 
also lucid, measured and entirely 
persuasive. 

Berlin's focus is on the develop- 
ment of slavery in four areas: the 
North; the Cheaapeake; the "çoastal 
lowcountry" of South Carolina, 
Georgia and uorth Florida; and the 
Mississippi Valley of Louisiana, Mls- 


sway ofthe 1960s, At times if is diffl- 
cuit to tell whether’ what one is read- 
ing is historical truth or wishful 
thinking, 

No such difficulty exists with 
Many Thousands Gone. Though Ira 
Berlin writes with discernible ran- 
cor about Southern planters (he 
calls them “grandees" and de 
scribes lhenı as "a new class of men 
whose appetite for labor was nearly 
insatiable"), otherwise he keeps his 
politics and ideology to himself, 
Today's correct historian can be as 
gullty of over-sinplification as yes- 
terday's apologist for slavery, but 
Berlin scrupulously resists any such 
temptations. His emphasis i3 on 
subtlety and complexity, as opposed 
to the neat "formulation of history 
as written.” 

His subject, as indicated in lıis 
subtitle, is the first two centuries of 
North Aınerican slavery, from the 
establishment of bondage in the 
early 17th century until the Amer- 
can Revolution of the late 18th cen- 
tury and its aftermath, It was a 
period in which “the lives of slaves 
changed radically,” yet — by con- 
trast with the height of slavery in 
the 19th-ceniury autebellum years 
— It is one about which we know 
relatively Hittfe. Not merely that, but 


‘we tend to Assume that slavery was 
| a stable condition during this pe- 


Jonathan Yardley 


MANNY THOLISANDS GONE 

The First Two Centuries of Slavery 
in North America 

By Ira Berlin 

Harvard. 497 pp. $29.95 


T IS scarcely an exaggeration to 

say that keeping up with the his- 
tofography of slavery in North 
America has become a fulltiine job. 
The flow of new trade antl univer 
sity-press books alone is more than 
anyone except the specialist can at- 
tend to, not to mention the ocean of 
dissertations, theses and papers 
lat never make it beyond a narrow 
professional readership, It may well 
be that within the broad area of the 
humanities there is no field wherë 
ınore exciting or important work is 
now being done. 

Not merely iş it an exciting busi- 
ness, lt is a tricky one, so anyone fol- 
lowing it must be on constant alert. 
Interest in the subject arises not 
merely from an urge to correct the 
historical record — which until a 
quarter-century ago was riddle 
with inaccuracy and what can only 
be called racism — but İn some ln- 
stances [roın-an urge to rewrite that 
record in order „tq suit ideological 
fashion in a profession many, of 
whose metnbers ere still under the 
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the spotlights to be kept on Messina. 
Trey should, of course, be aiıned not 
only on Messina but also on himself 
and his rectors, from whom Italy can 
ubviously expect nothing but silence 
and sublerfuge. An important step 
turwarl woulrl be for British acale 
ıuics tû refuse lo share û plallorm 
wilh their Hatinn cûıınterparts." 
Sume of Italy's strongesl voices 
tre joining the appeal for radical 


the recommendations of freenmason 
rectors made by the prime ıninisler, 
Romance Prodi, for prestigious apr 


۰ 
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Prof Cuzzacrea: facing charges 
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Domenico Pacitti reports on the Mafia menace in Italian universities 


Corrupt seats of higher learning 


"The extensive violence", he 
pointed out, “is due to the fact that 
control of the university is being 
contested by three rival gangs Irom 
Palermo, Catania and Calabria, each 
of which has members within the 


the university has been definitively 
consigned into the hands of the suc- 


Italy by the north, has revealed fll 
cletails of the Cuzzocrea family's 26 
companies. Covering a wide range 
uf aclivities including construction, 
pharımacvuticals and food supplies, 
the [amily ntonopolised the univer 


ness, Yel no one spoke out. 
Similar complaints are now being 


TEGO CUZZOCREA, tlie 
reclor of Ihe University uf 
Messina În northeastern 
Sicily, lıas been chargerl wiih aicling 
antl abetiing lhe Mafia. This follows 
iis resignatioıs in June after police În- 


change. Presiclenl Oscar Luigi Seal 25 January-19 February, 1999 
quirles into tbe allegedly sinuiated | sity's $133 million-ayear contract | university iiself. Paradoxically, the faro, a former educalion minister, is should read this ad! Key Centre for Women's Health, Australla 
thefl and altemptetl desiruction of | work, with the rector running the | real danger sign will be when things known to have persistenlly veloerl (WHO Collaborating Centre) 
his own car in order to mislead mur | university as a sort of family busi- | calm down, as this will indicate thal 


der investlgaitons, The universily's 
pro-rector, Giaconlo Ferra, antl ack 
ministrative (lirector, Eugenio 


۹ THE UNIVERSITY 
made against the University of | cessful gang." pailntments. - all we ask {s5 that you have a relevant first degree, FOGus on Pr UVS NE HIV: En RESIN i GveO RG OUEIS MELBOURNE 
Capodicass, face similar charges. Paler"nto, and there are increasing | Another committee member, Federico Zeri, widely considered plus strong proficlency In written and spoken English. Closing date for applicatlons is 30 November; 1998, Tal: +61 3 9344 4333.Fax:+6I 3 9347 9824. Australia 
Cuzzocrea, Aged 55, a professor | fears that the single university auto- | Antonello Mangano, aged 23, pre- Both the traditional Sicilian Mafia 
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the greatest living historian of [tak 
lan art, observecl: "Universilies are 
one of Italy's three biggest cancers; 
bureaucracy is another, The third | 
won't mention in order no to offend 
religlous people. 

"The real problem is that our pro- 
fessors have too much power,” he 


“Wien you Hive and work irı a Malia 
run environment suclı as an Italian | 
university, il is extrenicly rlifficult 
not to have same surt of healings ' 
with lhe Mafia. Thesr dealings ına} ! 
ranger Irom full complicity to toler | 
nuce ancl lavouritism. Those wlio do | 
not accepi this should leave.” 
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and university mafias, he admitted, 
share many (eatures, such as the 
total lack of moral and social con- 
science, the code of silence, the ex- 
change of favours, nıembership of 
powerful groups prepared to break 
the law, and the ruthless use of 


The Messina comınittee'’s find- 
ings are confirmed from a [ol 
tiguıer's perspective by Dayvicl 
Petrie, a Scot whose Verona-basedl 
Conmiittee for {he Defence ol Tor- 
cign Lecturers conbats all forms of 
university injustice antl corruption. 

He said: “Berlinguer has asked for 
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sented a painstakingly researched, 
400-page graduation thesis on the 
Mafia to a stunned Messina examin- 
ing commisslan in February, lf ex- 
plored the concept of Mafia, tracing 
its history and connections with Ital- 
ian freemasonry, and documented 


observers and conducted by a com- 
nıission of ıine professors who de- 
nied him full honours as well as the 
opportunity to discuss his work, 

"fhere was great tension," he 
recalled, “. . . But my biggest clis- 
appointment was that they, too, 
chose silence." 


1n maanociallorn vith 


nonıy and privatisation policies of 
the higher education minister, Luigi 
Berlinguer, with their lucrative, 
locally alministered contracts, could 
create considerable Mafia interest. 
Criticism has also been expressed 
aver Berlinguer’s repeated failure to 


ing ûf commıon interests with or gan- 
ised crime are Lhe ınain reasons for 
reticence. This social consensus of 
silence has produced a Kafkaesque 
feeling of cultural cleath, moral stag- 
nation and inıpendiııg (loom and 
must first be defeated if any real 
progress is to be nade, 


of surgery who only two nıonths 
ago was voled Into his second ternı 
of office, is also being «uestionecl 
about the murder of medical profes. 
sûr Matteo Bottarl, shot dead in a 
Mafia car execııtion in January. 
Meanwhile Giuseppe Longo, 


excellence as one of the worid's oldest, best known ENT Ki 
agcd 46, a professor of gastro- | intervene in Messina, despite his | its unchecked presence within the | power to instil fear and a sense of | said. “They should be given a three Centres of media scholarship. We also offer a resldertlal DEPARTM OF POLITICS {VER . ASTON 
enterology at Messina, was arrested | alleged long-standing knowledge of | same University of Messina. servility, The important difference, | year contract with the state, renew MA and supervise studenis for research degrees. 3 AND CONTEMPORARY ن‎ 9 : BusıNEss SCHOOL 
ou Mafia charges in late June and is | the situation. The epigraph, a quote from film Î he emphasised, is violence. alle on the positive judgment of Course themes include global medla research, pro- 2 م با‎ 
being investigated in connection Messira committee member | director Pier Paolo Pasolini, set the “Berlinguer's reforms”, he ar- | students and faculty." ductlon, texts and audlences - with options In film and 2 HISTORY 9 2 
with the Bottari murder. Longo, | Giuseppe Restifo, a professor of | tone: “They have in only a few Î gued, “simply lend continuity to the Indro Montanelli, Italy's veteran telecommunlcatlons. It offers high quallty texts and 1 : ۴ : Just Graduated: 
who is being held in prison, is af | modern history at Messina and Î years, especially in the centresouth, Î various negative processes iu j social observer, explains thai the AV materlals prepared by leading experls worldwide, : We are among the leading * K: : Wh t consid 
leged to have links with a Calabrian | chairman of the local Green party | become a degenerate, ridiculous, | course. Italian universities continue | term “Mafia” designates not a crinıi- ersonal tulors, emall conferencing and assessment in th از‎ ٩ Jy HOt CORSIGEr G@ 
: : ا‎ a e : P , omall 9 1 research departments in the 1iro® Research Degree qat Aslur? 

cosca clan. regional council, explained: “A nat | monstrous and criminal people.” | to operate essentially ns instru- | nal organisation but rather a typi by assignımeni, examinatlon and dissertation. 8: FO eT 

The university had provided a Î ural subservience to power, the fear j The seven-minute oral exam, one of j ments for the accumulation of j cally Italian corporative spiril thal Don't you owe it to yourself (and your career) to find 3 country, rated 5 in the 1996 RAE. RESEARCH DEGREES PROGRAMME - Op partunitles for Postgraduate Research 
regular Godfather-like scenario of ' of retaliation, popular scepticism in | the shortest on recorcl, was wit. | power. Berlinguer must make a j finds its most brutal and histurirally او ا‎ thls unlque MA? A8 a first slep, simply : Aston Business Schoo! ıs internationally renowned for the quality and impact of 
violence stretching back 20 years and | the efficacy of justice, and the shar | nessed by a packed hall of curious j clear break with this tradition." rooterl variely İn Sivily. He warueul: ' 3 MA IN INTELLIGENCE AND 


culminating in n two-year crescenilo 
ol caınpus bombings, shootings, in- 
tinidlalions and murders. 

The Messina Coımmiliee for 
Peace and Unilateral Disarmament, 
a voluntary organisation [oundecl iıı 
19R1 to combat the Mafia, racism 
and the exploitation of southern 
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Champion 
of the DOOr 


OBITUARY 
Pierce Gerety 


JERCE GERETY, who died in 
the recent Swissair crash at ihe 
age of 56, was a champion of tle 
world's refugees. In his work on 
their behalf, he never forgo lis 
Harvard legal training: İf the law is 
un your side, argue the law; if the 
facls are on your sifle, argue the 
lacis; if ncilher are on your sile, 
take off your shoc and bang H on 
ihe table, 

The produtcl of a Jesuil eclucatiun, 
Gurdly briefly cousidered entering 
the priesthoud before pling lur a 
WMHeuime vf banging lhe proverbial 
shoe anywhere it could benefit the 
dcslitileé — from Paris soup 
kitchens to Cerdral Alrican crisis 
zoncs, Latterly clirector of ceniral 
Arita operations for the Linie 
Nalions Higl Commissioner for 
Refugees (ONHCRI, he was relurın- 
if {0 Gunevaq aller visiling his 
Freoch wifi, Mlarie do li Souclicra’, i 
syrholuogist spurinlising mM Im tf 
tects of war ım children. 

Their f logatlher hitl unly r= 
cunlly become reliliyoly soli] — 
she bined in Iuoklyn dnd le il 
Gepevn — ûflor yvars in lin world's 
iraublespuls, tan apirl. They Int 
in Paris in GZ, when Crerety, 1 2)- 
year-old Yale’ universilly radike, 
was svi Menlogy aul phila- 
sophy a1 Ihe Instn Uatholigu — 
atl working İn ıı suttp kilclen. Aer 
tearîul farewells, he reluruel 10 the 
United Stites to take up û seminary 
plitce; Mirid went lo Mexicv a> H 
hüspilal volunteer. 

Bul Gerely had made luis cfiuict. 
He got on a Greylıound bus to Mex- 
ico, eventually married Marie. and 
together they went to Irıdia for the 
Catholic Relief Services, Later, he 
attendecl Harvard Law School and 
becanıe a legal-atl lawyer in New 
York City. 

At {ihe age of 38 he swiiched 
careers again, going wilh Miarie to 
Thailand [ar the Intcrnalional Res- 
cue Commiltee to help Cambodian 
refugees. He joined UNHCR in 19%2 
and, after a stlnt in Geneva, hadl 
spells helping Eritrean refugees in 
Sudan, Afghan refugees iıı Pakistan 


lH is tı impeoverisherl exislepev. 
(he pruduclion of health fuotls suclı 
û8 lou nl soy:rbean ire creanı 
brings in û Hite income, as does Lhe 
community's renuwnel jzospe! choir 
tgeneraly agreecl tee be the besl uf 
ils kind in leracD, antl {lv ovca- 
sional subsitly [rom Anıerîcirn xUlj 
porlers. 

Yet, accurding lo Cohape Ahbir. 
priest running lhe comuiunity Eyin, 
life in Dimona is a hunclretd tines 
better lhan the gun- ancl drug- 
infested slums the Hebrew Is 
rnelites have left behind. “The 
majority ol sicknesses andl deatlıs 
are causecl by the wrong ıtenlality. 
Wilh our cliet, exercise aud new 
mentally, our ambition is eternal 
life, Î fink Î can ımake a couple of 
hundred years,” Ahhbir says. He is 
45, hut claims to be in hetter shape 
now tlıan he was 20 years ago. 

If the Hebrew Israelites’ resi 
dency perniits finally come througll 
in December, as the Israeli govern- 


2 


and Vietnamese refugees in the 
Philippines. Fron 1994, Pierce and 
Marie worked in the African Great 
Lakes region and Somalia, negotiat- 


ment has pronised, it will mark an 
exlraordinary milestone for a group 
which has persistently questioned 
the right of its paler-skinned hosts 
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y (hose he Jed out of the slums of Chicago in 1047 


When he fit arrive, Ben Awni 
hal nu ile of Dimolti's slrategic 
significance. Il wus uuly 17 years 
ler, when a nuclear technician 
called Mordechni Yanunn experi- 
encerl i religious epiphany of his 
own and (levidlerl t0 blow ne wliis: 
tle, (hal it became clear what was 
uing on. 

În 1991 Sadam Hussein matit 
the point mure furcefully when lie 
sent a Scud missile arching towartls 
the reactor, The sect now has three 
underground bunkers ready for any 


future aftack. 
f f our awareness,” Ben 

Anımi adınits. “But 
we do feel thal te Holy One of Is- 
rael has put a shield around us and 
tlhe ather people af Dimona.” 

As the Hebrew [sraelites have €s- 
tablislıed theınselyes in Israel over 
the decades, African-American 
icons from Louis Farrakhan to 
Stevie Wonder have travelled to Di- 
mona to pay honıage lo Bet Anımi. 
More importantly, after (lecades of 
siruggle against deportalion, the 
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Mystic dreams beside the Dead Sea 
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ihe groups arrival in Israel in IH, 
i1 lias brave lunger ancl clisease., 

ln ıhis pour uulposl û few Kilt 
ires Irum (he Dead Sea, Ben Anmmi 
is reverell as a messinh by his 1,50 
falluwers, They call liemselves Ihe 
Alrivan Hebrew Israelites, a vegan, 
polygamous cuınmunlly of blitk 
rêlugees fran US inner-cities, living 
in the shadow of ihê siiver-doıned 
reuclor, Ihê hub of Israel's unde- 
clarted uuclear weapons prokTatuunc. 

It is a fllting setting to await the 
lind of Days, whicl Ben Anni 
cheerfully predicts will soon be 
upon us. Smiling benignly, tlhe 
Dimona messiah declares: "We are 
in the last days of a civilisation. Tle 
uivilisalion of deception, In the book 
of Daniel it aays that the kingdoın of 
Gorl will come in time of Euro-Gen- 
tile governments.” 

Wiüh lis greying bearcl anl 
wooden slaff, he looks the part of 
the Old Testament prophet. His 
apocalyplic remarks once triggered 
concerns that the sect planned a 
Waco-slyle conflagration, but Ben 
Amnıi lıas assured his Israeli hosts 
that he foresees the advent of the 
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Inthe shadow of Israel's 
nuclear reactor, a Jewish 
prophet leads a sect of 
1500 black refugees 
from US inner cities 


towards the Apocalypse. 


Julian Borger on the 
African Hebrew Israelites 


N early-morning fog is 
A hanging over the Negev 

desert, but the sun is al- 
ready burning holes in the grey 
haze and illıminaling the greaf sil- 
ver (lome of Israel's nuclear reactor. 
Imwn is breaking over Dimona, ancl 
the Apocalypse has just crept one 
hiıy closer. 

In an old refugee camp on the 
edge of Lown, the morning will starl 
like every other, with a gaıme of 
hoops. A dozen biıck men — some 
lenagers same In ilelr 60s — 
rhurk a basketball around, shoulingg 

, Omnienlary in American inner-Cily 

. aug blended with Hebrew: "Yo, 

hesrfifcr OK], yu aint foing 

, where". 

[tis a skilful andl keenly contestecl 
xme, bul the almosphere is ru 
lerıl and Iriendlly, No uue swears. 
arby, children are playing in the 
rass walvbherl by smiling women in 
Aricarslyle rubes and hendlgear’ 

lı feels likë walking inlu a rlream 
ind. arguably, tbat is jist what this 
parenlly idyllic sceue represents. 
Thirly-lwo years ayo, Israel Carler, 
afaundry-warker iu Chicagu, atl a 
vision of a new life in Israel, In a 
lash of enlightenment, he says, 
ml told him that hie and many 
her Afrivan-Americans were de- 
endanls of the Israelité tribe of 
Julah. They had beeu scattered 

gq. ross Afıica by the Roman con 

y#, esl uf Jerusalem in 70 AD. Two 

millennia later, Carter was toll thal‏ أ 
Il was time to begin “he exodus‏ 

| nı America lo Israel”, to await the 

nlof "Euro-Genlile clominion”', 

| 
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The Chicago prophets theories 

, ¢ as Cranky as any of the meş 

“ante sects wliich have carved thelr 

, he in the theological tlıeme park 

: hat the Holy Lancl has become. But 

Anuni (as he is now known) 

‘în at Jeast claim to have passed the 
. of time, 

Setting off with 40 acolytes in 

; Of, he survived a disastrous two- 

, ar sojourn in Liberia, where an at- 
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
:Project Administrator/Research Assistant 


A Project Adminislrator/Research Assistant (£17,459 per annum) is 
required for two Tempus-Phare Joint European Prajecls, one linked with 
Bulgaria and one with Poland. The Bulgarian projects Involves the 
restructuring of mathamalics educallon in all Bulgarian unlvarsities; and 
the Polish project Involves transforming five yéar master degrees in 
management. 


Essential requlrements are at least fiye years' experience teaching at 
unlversily level, the abšity to translate educational and malhematlcal text 
from English into Bulgarian, fluency in spoken Bulgarlan and Russlan, 
experience In organizing large meetings and workshops In Eastern Europe. 
Important requirements are experience In managing all firrancial aspects of 
externally fnded projects, maintaining financial files and records, tha 
ablity 1o communicate efleclively between the Project Coordinators and 
ihe stalî at partner inslitulons In the EU and Eastern Europe, familarity 
with Apple Macs, Excel, Word, Photoshop and Pagemaker, and 
experience in preparing documents In both the Cyrillic and Roman 
alphabets in TeNLaTex. 


Write to Prof, J.E, Jayne, Dept of Mathematics, UCL, Gower St., 
London WC1E 6BT. email: J.jayne@ucl,uk 


Working towards Equal Opportunity 
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Assessment hy cuurse work only. No examinations. 
fur 
Teachers of EFL/ESL, 

Teachers of Mudern Foreign Languages 
Secondury Level English Teachers 
Curerr clıange to TEFL 
Coaures begin 1 carly Crrober 1028, 

For fuller Informmuulion plese canluvt 
Kathy Grant, Lunıguuge Deparmenı Administrator, S1 Mary's Unlversily' 
College, Waldegrive Road, Sirnyherry TI. 
Twichenliun TWI 4SX, ECugkhınd, Ll E 
Tel: (0181-240-4346 Fax (0118 1-240-43405 
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22 APPOINTMENTS & COURSES 


Emergency Support Personnel 
Deployed from Oxford 


2 year contract 


Emergency Support Personnel (ESPs) must 
be phyalcally fit, healthy arrd prepared to 
face work in what could be arduous, and at 
times dangerous sltuatlons, sometimes In 
countries undergoing armed conflict. 


ESP Accountant 


p and respond rapldly to 


won cm. 
» 


Oxfam's Emergencies Department exists to 
ensure that the organisation has the 
management, technical and loglstlcal 


capacily to scale U 


major humanltarlan emergencies anywhere 


in the warîd. 


Salary: £16,614 {non taxable)/£10,787 (UK taxable) per annum 


cuitural contexts. 

Language proficiency, especially In French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Arable and/or Swahill 
would be an advantage. The successful 
vcandldale must ba based where there is 
good international access and 
cammunlicatlans, but not necessarily In 
Oxford or the UK. 


The post requires the ablilty to undertake 
regUlaı overseas travel at short notice {0 
work on emergency rellef programmes for 
perfods of up to 3 months, spending 
approximately $ manths of the year 
overs6as, We are looking for an 
experlanced part-qualifled accountant wilh 
the ability la work In a wide vartety of 
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For further datalls and an application form, please send a lars SAE to: Intarnational Human‏ 
Rasources, Oxfam, 274 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 7DZ, quoting ref! 08/ESP/ACC/HM/QaW.‏ 
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Foundod In 1942, Olam works with psople regardless 


struggle agalnst povarty. Oxfanı 


of race or rallgion In thalr 


QB I3 a member ûf Oxfam Intarnaflonal, 
For further Infarmatlon hlip7/mww.onewond.org/oxfam/ 
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Comic Reliaf cims to be on Equal Oppadunitns Em ployar Regl stored Charty umber 324548 


leatian pork far fhls pasion 


Parsannol cer, Comic Relief, 74 Naw 


is SErtvinNE bto boe 
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EARLYBIRD HIRES 


during SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, 
NOVEMBER and DECEMBER ‘88 


Oxfam GU 
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© comîc RELJEF 


© In the past ton years Comic Rallef haı ralsed ovar £139 milllon, evary panny of which has 
gone to help tackle poverty and promote social justice In Africa and at home In the UK. 
now have fhe opportunities for: 
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ı6 taking ای ع‎ Tou'll need strong cammunıcation skills, he ably ho writo claor and cemıso reportı and 
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erke E 7 و اا‎ Enall: »abportrsal,ea.ek the status of permanent residents, | The evidence be offers is at best cir- in Sonıalia in 1995, there was 
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SBS : : MANCHESTER E ا‎ 2 E more fertile, areas of Israel, East waa commonly regarded as | was kept on the map. A brave politi 


cian when he negotlatecl with war- 
lords, he was a realist about whal 
could be achieved. ٍ 
lain Levine, now Amnesty Inter- 
tational's UN representative in New 
York, dined with Gerety in Brooklyn 
the night before le died. “He was dif- 
Ticult to work with at tmes, but it was 


part of Africa. As the Romans at- 
tacked from the nortlı in the first 
cenhıry AD, it would be natural for 
the fleeing Jews lo go south and into 
Africa. 

Even after the traıtma of slavery, 
Ben Amıni argues, Negro spirituals 
kept laraelite ımemories alive İy 


At present, they are living in the 
saıme "absorption centre" they were 
asdgned wien the original Hebrew 
[sraelites arrived in 1969. The gov- 
erumeut — unconvinced by their 
claims to Judalc lıerltage and 


. silarmed by their messianic tone ~- 


sent them here rather than deport 
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inclusive 
BIG APPLE CAR HIRE 


FAX: +44 1256 867001 


TEL: +44 1256 867100 


` Tel: 44 1908 631144 
Fax: 44 1908 375898 


their emphasis on Zion, Babylon 
and the River Jordan. Then there 


them and risk African-American 
wrath in the era of Black Power. 


understood by everyone that this 
was because he set lugh standards, 
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Vowel! play 
with English 


Tim Radfordl andi 
Martin Wainwright 


S “POUR” aomething you do 

with a teapot? Or lg it some- 
thing you are when you are not 
rich? Whatever ihe answer, there 
will nat be anything wrong with 
your vowels. You just may he 
showing your age. 

Jolin Wells, of University 
College, London, has been map- 
ping the way the Briûah speak 
English, and found that it is nat 
what it used to bc, Educated 
peopie no longer speak with 
what linguists call received pro- 
murcintion, or RP, And how they 
speak Îs gradually altcring nalin, 
influenced by the “estuary 
English" of London and the 
soulheaat. 

Fle told the science festival in 
Cardiff last week that he hud 
identified important pronu ncia- 
tion changes that had happened 
during threc periods this cen- 
tury. In the early years, for in- 
atance, cloth and cross were 
pronounceel clorllh ancl crorss. [rr 
the mid-2Ûth century, lhe words 
sure, poor and tour started io 
sound identical to shore, pour 
and tore. In the last ¢clecades of 
the century, the vowel snuncls iı 
happy, coffee and valley, began to 
grow tenser, and the l-sound in 
milk and middle, began changing 
to a w-aound. 

Professor Wells has set a new 
quesltannaire on pronunciation: 
Do you use a hard g in gibber- 
ish? Do you say punk-cher or 
Puncher for puncture? He is not 
aure what is driving the pronuir- 
ciation drift but it could be gen- 
erational. “Comparing Prince 
Charles with the late Princess 
Diana 18 a very good example of 
one set of generational 
changes,” be said. “She apoke 
upper-class English, as he doea, 
but his pronunciation is much 
more conservative than hera. 
The Queer is a bit more conger- 
vative than him, ”. 

Trained actora once were 
obliged to speak RP —— unless 
they had a comic cockney role. 


As for polilcians, Tony Blair, 


Prof Wells saîd, was more flexl- 
ble than many. “Rather than bhav- 
ing one just one form of 
pronunciaton, he demonstrated 
an ability to move tıp and down 
market according to circum- 
stances. He did a show with Des 
O'Counor on TV and was ac- 
cused of speaking estuary 
English. I think that ia a varlety 


, of educated English — atandard 


with a particular accent.” 
Prof Wells's theories received 


. A mixed reacfilon. Brian Sewell, 


the art critic, said: “The trouble 
1s he appeara.not.to dlstinguish. . 
between what ls sound, usable 
RP and what ia merely fashion- 


, abla RP. My molherg genera. . 

' ton, for instance, pronounced 

; the word off as ‘orf’, an ugly pro- 

ı munciallon; thank goodness itis 

: no longer.with ug, It waan’t cor-. 

: rect English, but simply an.affec-. 

' tHtion.h , . a e 

' ' Bartla Rutter, director of: . 

: Northern Broadsides theatre | |; 

: COmpnny, said::“So-called RP 1b: . |! 
only about.140 years ald, south- 

Î arn and public school land Pm: |: 

' Hone of those things, :It'sia clasa' : | 


I" ey ir 


thing adan excludiig thing, ..:. : 
and!it'g good.that its definition : . 
ahould be widened.” ir .. 


boyfriends — hinting they might 
learn something. As one woman put 
it “If's apt that the book is set in the 
Middle Ages because thaf's exactly 
the level of knowledge mast men 
have when it comea to female 
anatomy.” 

Andahazi laughs that the re 
sponse of women in other countries 
is unlikely to be different, since "It's 
not just macho Latin American men 
who are preoccupied with their own 
pleasure — though there may be 
some truth in the stereotype". But 
he is alarmed to find hls novel of 
ideas approached as a sex manual, 

Ironically, it may itself be ffawed 
aş such. The book describes the cli- 
totis as “barely exceeding the size 


of ihe head of a nail". According to Î: 


Australian research reported in 
New Scientist last month, the cli 
toris is “10 mes bigger than tie: 
average person fhinks", enCONPaSS- 
ing erectile tissue that extentis far 
into the body. Scientist: may ` be 


. catching up with what women's 
' slutlles.— Shere Hite, the Boston- 
. hased Our Bodies, Ourselves — 
. have insisted since the carly 1970a: 


that there jg indeed far more to the 
clitoris than meets the-oye. Perhaps’ 


' theımûst 'obvlous thrust of. that dig- 


covery is sithat ' mep. and women: 


| might:nat bego different after all. 
ji Now there's a heresy, .lı:,. .. i1i. 


by Doubleday; i 


, £12.80) at the special prica of £ 114:: 


contact CültureShop (sae page:28) ı4 


1 E 
` Ifyou would lke to order The"... ı ,: 
Anatomlst 


“The most brutal example is the dis- 
covery of the New World, which be- 
came the property of the Old. But 
it's a metaphor for what happens to 
women; male power is about appro- 
priating theın body and soul." 

According ta Aristatle's theory of 
conception, a father's semen con- 
ferred a soul (on male offspring) 
while the mother furnished mere 
flesh and blood — a curiously circu- 
lar apologia for Greek laws of male 
inheritance. 

Yet in Andahazi's comic bur- 
lesque, Ihe valiant explorer gets lost 
in his own rib — as the biblical orî- 
gin of woman would have it. Both: 
his women (Ines de Torremolinos 
and Mona Sofia, the madonna and 
the whore) opt to own their badies 
and be mistress of their.hearts, 

“So ifa' the story of a fallure: 


` Mateo Colon thinks he's possessing 


the. hody.and soul of a woman but 
he fails utterly lecause there's no 


, way force can’ appropriate another 


person's wlll." 
Anûahazî, who. describes himself 


. a8.“a man of. the left", declines. to 


label himself a feminist, since "fenii- 


, nism for me fs not an alf-explaining 


theory; the struggle -is'nıuch wider 


`: | than the battle ofthe şexeg", . / 
' , But the ‘ahatomist‘is' hirisalf a. | 
, power understöod.as more: thani.’4: 


He may. want his. critique of. 


GIJARDIAN WEEKLY 
Saplermber 20 1998 


When Federico Andahazi wrote a novel about the 
citoris, Argentines were scandalised — and women 
rushed to buy it for their husbands. Maya Jaggi 
meets the man who tackled one of the last taboos 


The pleasure 


says Federico Andahazi, and 

possibly none more so than 
that charted in his remarkable novel 
The Anatoıuist, At its heart ls a real 
Renaissance scientist fronı Padua 
who ınadle the bizarre clainı to havê 
discavered ile clilaris — or al least 
Mggcd it in European anatomy 
buoks for (lte first tine. 

That the nan was called Maleo 
Lolon aud was a near-contempOorary 
flhough no relation) of his more 
1 mous Genovese naınesake Cristo- 


E FERY discovery is arrogant, 


— was an İrresistible call to likening j Sighs aren't 
he mapping of territories and bod- | everything... 
#s, the driving of proprietorial IHag- | Federico Andahazi 


| les into earth and flesh. 
,Andahazi, a 34-year-old Buenos 
' Aires psychoanalyst of Hungarian 


and the cover of hig 
book. ‘The clitoris is 
udd. It's perhapa the 


descent, was awarded Argenlina's | only bodily organ 

' maiu literary prize, lhe Forlabat, lor | which has no other 
his, his first published novel. But | purpose other than 
mile his anuormuist is til as a | pleasure’ 


herelic and lis work banned for un- 
wiling that which shoulkl have re: 
nainel hidden, Aııdahazi found his 
pic scarcely less of a labuo 401) 
Years on. Tipped off about the 
i book's contents, the 72-year-old 
Cement Quecn" heiress, Amalia 
` larose de Fortabat, cancelled the 
, Prze cereınony. Her objection: the 
: vel failed to “contribute to the ex- 
dation of the highest values of the 
uman spirit". 
; „he jury stood firm and the 
14000 cheque was quietly slipped 
under the writers door. The book 
me a bestseller across Latin 
' erica — more than 70,000 copies 


PHOTO (ABKNEJ" ALEJANDRA LOPE 


cut it out, {he better to rule 
their wives and daughters 
(2 million girls are still nmuti- 
lated each year). 

Yet what was known İn pri- 
vate was not named in public 
— and what women knew was 
nat "knowledge", Even taday, ol 
15 standard GCSE sex education 
textbooks, only five mention the 
clitoris or label it on diagrams. 

"The clitoris is odd," says Anda- 
hazi. "It's perhaps the only bodily 
organ which has no other purpose 


lwprinciple 


' bal Colon — Christopher Colunıbus 


F۳ 


than to afford pleasure. [ts discov- 
ery — or invention — in the 16th 
century obviously had an impact on 
the representation of women as 
agents of pleasure. Until then, sex 
for women.was supposed to bê a 
conduit to childbearing and nurtur- 
ing, not enjoyment." 

His interest was first piqued by 
an apparent historical blackout, Al- 


1 ld in Argentina alone — and the 
: ¥ helped secure the unknown 
| sentine a record $200,000 for 

1 Shlanguage rights from Dou- 

: leday in the United States. His 

Now appears in English for‏ ا 

ûme, with film-makers in-‏ ابا 

r Ing Amadeus director Milos 

rman and Hector Babenco, who 

, ade Kiss Of The Spiderwoman, 


of Eve were .la discûver. that, bê‘ 


' evideot thirst: for the subjdct 
, frustrate him. :A.New York Tinks: 
: survey’ ‘in, Buenos Aires found: 
ı womeh were". buying: the ‘novel ı in! 
to patent them,” :Andahazi, says. ! droves to giye.to their husbands andr 


"Every att: of ..discavery:. brings: 
' with it an act ofappropriatlon;. that’s 
the only reason:yoy discover’ tinge; : 


: ا‎ at his door. though Colon was a reputable scien- 
lH le the scandal might seem jİ tist of his day who theorised about 
ughable (Mrs Fortabat de- | the circulation of blood 50 years 


before its English “discoverer” 
Wiliam Harvey, ttle is known of 
him. “How could someone of that 
stature pass unnoticed through his- 
tory?" asks Andahazi, in whose 
novel identifying a: diminutive "“fe- 
male penis” {"It'îs a man,” cries the 


0 Andahazi as a “communist 
َ aftist”), the author is not 
sd. In London after speaking 

û writers gathering on censor- 
ley iP, he points out that 
1H78 Senlina's dictatorship of 


RY . and its Dirty War in which 


„ PeOple “disappeared”, “to call | startled anatomist’s aide) is as great. 
Ê a communist or a porno- | a heresy as Galileo's remapping of 

a, S0 slgn their death war- |. the heavens. o 
mehe U, Cengorghip . today | Yet whatemerges ls not so much 
trates with the loss — | a clash between science and the 
jer Murder or suppression —~ of | Church 4s a contest between men 
1 ll generation of writers". |, for women, The clerics, jealous of a 
il 3 always troubled the pow- j man . to leave women 


! ey; 0t least for its ability to vault 
ا‎ e4] 1 Constructed barriers — of 
nd he a38, race, even. gender. 
male qı. versive potential of fe- 
ت‎ has evoked a particular 
le hi Ritiloris (from the Greek 

) has doubtless been 


` bearing "a smile Jike the .Mona 
, Lisa", want the discovery locked up. 
! İn. forbidden . books. “What would: 
, happeır”, they ask, “if the daüghiers 


tween thelr legs, theyr carried..the 
keys.to both Heaven and Hell?” 


2 İn Africa and the Middle | woman but ta. pasgesa her:. 
! lhananic Cg. the pre-Islamic, |. 
mc o, Prattice of: “female :cir- 


NON. ky 
nin eW only,.too :well the 
women's Pleasure sincê:they’ 


Û bun, 


f i Lamy 
ing loz | | 
the lot o 
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Racing shell... artiat's impression of the feet-footed, lightweight tortoises that lived on the Maacarene ' 


islands until the early [800s 


Thin evidence points to racing tortoises 


tions about the evolution of this 
type of tortoine. 

They could have gut lo 
Mauritius and Ihe utber islands 
only ly drifing along on ocean 
currenta — 4n amazing feat of 
endurance and long-distance 
travel in itself. 

Biologists werc puzzled gs to 
whether the two forms evolved 
only once, nnd spread from 
one island to the other MYO, Or 
whether similar forms evolved 
independently on each island: 
Scientists at (he Natural History 
Muscum have enough DNA ~ 
which can be read as a kind of 
clock — to begin to answer some 
of the questions. 


also make tortoises heavy and 
slow,” anid Dr Austin. "How- 
ever, in {he Mascarene islands 
there were no large predators, 
so the tortoises adapted to the 
enemy-free ialand lite by reduc- 
ing the thickness of their ahell to 
the bare minimum, and bavin 
much larger openings for the 
fegs and head. 

“This would have reduced tlıe 
weight of the sheli enormously, 
leading to the posstbility that 
these animals were the world's 
only lightweight racing tortoiae.”" 

In one of the first studiea of its 
kind, Dr Austin has used ancient 
DNA recovered from bones 
trapped in caves to anawer ques- 


TIm Radford 


AURITIUS was the death 

of more than just the doco. 
It may have been home to the 
warld's only lightweight, racing, 
tortoise — unl human beings 
arrived. 

Jeremy Ãustin, of the Natural 
History Museum, told the 
British Association festival of 
science in Cardiff this nıonth 
thıat the three Mascarene islands 
of Réunion, Mauritius and 
Rodrigues, in the southwest 
Indian Ocean, may have had six 
species of glant tortoise. 

Most tortoises have thick 
ahells. “The thick, bany shells 


Letter from Slovenia Lionel Titman 


On the uther sile of us live the 
retired couple's daughter and her 
small family. Nexi to them is grand" 
father — an old man who had a têr 
rible reputation as a hard mar in Mis 
younger days. Itis said be once hek 
a baby over a cauldron of boiling 
water, threatening to drop İt i0: 

A state of war exists between he 
old man and his granddaughie 
family — he takes them to court an 
threatena to burn them out, S0 
was with some trepidation that ¥ 
saw one of the outhouses on ® 
The combined efforts of ourselves 
and the neighbours falled to dou 
jt. So Ana called the fire brigade ن‎ 

The finger of suspicion po 
the old man, whom the 
qulzzed with an air of boredom : 
ing towards interes aS A largê 
of the village assenıbled for hel 
day's spectator sport. No, أ‎ e 
nothing to do with him, he o 
tained. The arrival of a dêl ب‎ 
changed the story —~ he had 
someone from the village canê 
along and start İt. 


teclive of pre. 
People told ا‎ jt wS 


ous incidents. 
agreement that the old ا‎ woll 
have to go back into & menla 


tion. They had to send in tê heavy 


mob before he would agree 
threatening that he was £0 
himself a lawyer and sue 
them. The family brea 


again, A place would be foun be hal 


in a home and that woul 


But there was no room in (heê 


Sa two weeks later he Wa3 


Relative strangers 


had been a wltness when Ana had 
been acting as a court interpreter. An 
odd case in that lhe refused fo give 
much information. But we found out 
that he had been slıot in both shoul 
ders, apparently in connection with a 
deal far Kosayvo guns. As a result, he 
cannot pick up anything heavy —~ so 
he had to become the boss. 

We were told of a woman in the 
women's refuge who needed 
money. Apparently she was a victinı 
of wife-baftering so we offered her 
some work. She is a Belarussian, 
speaking Slovene with a strong 
Russian accent, One day a nelgh- 
bour wanted to see Ana urgently. 
Did we know that her husband haci 
thrown her out because she had 
been running a sex chatlne fronl 
home? Ocldly, the woman seems to 
think that her husband was quite 
right to throw her out. 

Next door to us are a relired cou 
ple, one of whom ia like a village 


elder who is often asked to resolve 


tisputes belween villagers. He lived 
herê gas a small boy during the şec- 
ond world war wien the Germans 
invaded. They decided to settle the 
valley with German farmers. What 
to do with the incumbent Slovene 
farmer's? Sinıple. Send them to 
Dachau. The small boy was housed 
just outside the concentration camp 
~— his father was sènt inside where 
he was gassed with all the others. 


WOMAN trundles by, push- 
A ing a huge wheelbarrow 

overflowing with turnips. 
She calls out to us. Sniiling warmly, 
she presses a bagful of fresh turnips 
on us. Then more. And more. Our 
cries of “Enough, thank you" fail to 
stop her. She says how pleased she 
is that we are moving into this little 
village. Twenty years ago she and 
her husband were incomers. Now 
we are. Irom this we assume that 
no newcomers have moved in for 
20 years and that we have taken 
over the baton from her. My wife 
was born about 10km away and so is 
a foreigner while I an a genuine 
alien from Britain. 

We bought half a house, aııd built 
up to the reinforcedlconcrete 
ground floor ceiling. Britons are 
surprised how many house-shells 
were still standing alter lhe 1991 
war — the answer lies in the con” 
crete flooring. The owner had 
dreams of A large family home, But 
his two Jaughters nade it clear that 
village iife was not for them, and his 
wife divorced him. Selling the house 
to us gave him a windfall that en- 
abled him to buy silk shirts and a 
Mercedes, which Improved his 
standing ãt the local pub no end. 

One team of builders were all 


from the same Albanian village ir 
Kosovo. Eventually, the boss admit 
ted that he kneyr my wife, Ana. He 
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Notes & Queries Joseph Harker 


J" THE millennium bug were 
to cause many catastrophes 
and fatalities, would it be pogsi- 
ble to prosecute individuals and 
companies involved in the com- 

puter and software husineas? 


T DEPENDS. lf the parties 

harmed by Lhe fatlure to address 
the Y2K problem by those involved 
in Lhe coinputer and software indus- 
try attempt to sue on contract, Ihey 
will be precluded by the limitatlons 
of the warranties to which they 
agreed when they purchased the 
prodııcts involved. 

If the parities harmefl prosecute 
their claims as a civil tort, they may 
be able to prevail on a known risk 
theory, such as those who pursued 
lhe asbestos ancl cigaretle manıdac- 
turers. 

Criminal prosecution ls unlikely, 
în that it woııld be difficult to articuı- 
late or prove the requisite criminal 
intent. However, it is not outside of 
the realms of possibilily, as witness 
the pursuit of Microsoft and Intel 
for antitrust violations by the US 
Justice Department. 

H remains to be seen, We car 
only hope that the industry will 
protect the public good in order to 
protect their private gain. — David 
Eisler, Lakewourf, Ohio, USA 


Any answers? 


OLLOWING the break-up of 

the USSR, which country 
now has the jargest eımpire in 
the world? — Pant Wagstaff, 
Malindi, Kenya 


there ever beers a real-life 
Bond-style villain? — Scroll 
MeKinstry, New York 


HENEVER my fiancé ia in 

the raom, he ia the perfect 
“mosquito-concluctor". They 
only bite him and po one else. 
How come? What makes his 
biood so gattracive in compari- 
son to mine or our friends’? The 
poor man never has a guiet 
night in summer whereas J] do 
not have to worry about being 
bitten, as long as I asleep in the 
satmne room, — Aaren Knecht, 
Heidelberg, Germany 


Answers should be a-mailed to 
weskly@guardian.co.uk, faxed to 
Q0171/+44171-242-0985, or postad 
to The Guardlan Weekly, 75 Farring- 
don Road, Lendon EC1M 3HO. 
The Noles & Quarles website |5 at 
hiip://nq.guardian.co.uky 


HAVE recently seen lista of 

the “world's wealthiest men“, 
which have included President 
Castro, sald to be worth from $2 
billion to $16 billion. The idea 
seems preposteroua, but iB it 
true? 


O ONE knows how wealthy 

Fidel Castro is, since the con- 
tents of his bank account (if he has 
one) are secret. The list to which 
the questioner refers was Forbes’ 
Wealthiest 100, published last year’ 
Castro's iiclusion was accompanied 
b¥" iı rote wlıtch indicated that the 
compiers had "estimate" his for- 
lune as figures were nat avallable. 

As an academic sludying Cııba, I 
haye many contacts here ttl, 
when asked abouıt Furbes’ claiın, 
bolh cletrnciors aril supporters 
wure ıınanlınous in their disbelief, 

Supporters of Caslru put sucl) 
cainıs (clown to qlisinfurniatio1 
aimed at discrecliting their leader 
(given the 40ycar war by the CIA 
against him, this is highly creclibhle}. 
Detractors point out tlıat if there 
were any real proof that Castro had 
amassed such a fortune, the CIA 
anû the Milani Cuban nıafia would 
have mıuclı more vehemently used it 
in thcir' propaganda. 

Whail is certain is that Castro 
enjoys a relalively comfortable 
lifestyle, but enc 1hat is by ı1o nicans 
osttntalious for a presiderl. — 
Stephen Wilkinson, CubaSi maga- 
azine, Londan 


AVENG recently visited 

Austria, I noticed that the 
diet on offer scemed to be a lot 
higher in meat and dairy prod- 
ucts than typical in the UK. Is 
this true and does it have any 
ill-effect on the population? 


HAVE just come back fron a4 

moanth in Austria, andl if the queg- 
tioner lad been eating in pubs and 
restaurants, especially in the tourist 
areas, lle would uot have followed 
the typical Austrian diet. Austrians 
often have As a main meal what 
reslauranis offer as a dessert. 

The average Austrian is happy 
wilh sone soup Îolowed by 
Pafatschinken (sweet pancakes), 
Topfensirudel (special cheesecake) 
or Apfefsirudel; a huge variety of 
sweet or savoury AKznödel (dump- 
lings: pasta with eggs or sweet pasta 
with nuts or poppy seeds. However, 
tourists are offered Schnitzel or 
Sehteeinsbralen (roast pork} maybe 
because they cannot cope with the 
idea of a sweet main course, — 
FPatima Martin, Woking, Surrey 


A Country Diary 


multiple roles, ancl one of the clıar- 
acters spent the day of the final 
performance preparing a pre-show 
supper for 150. This was also a slaw 
put on with "offcomers” ancl sume 
mer tourists in nind. Blakeney's 
coinmunily hall even has part of its 
dedication to iis many “visitors” — 
80 nıuch nore generous than the 
introverted and ctefensive role cur- 
rently being suggested for the coun- 
tryside in some quarters, 


1 looked around my fellow play’ 


goers, ancl fhe diverse mixture of 
old and new residents, mussel 
growers, sculptors, ferry-operators, 
paintera, wardens, fishermen — all, 
like the play itself, living off the local 
landscape — ancl felt ! had glimpsed 
the exciting future of the countlry- 
aie that lies beyond farming. 


Richard Mabey 


LAKENEY, NORTH NORFOLK: 
Village amateur dramallcs owes 
a lot of its appeal to the facet that the 
audiences know the actors in thelr 
offstage lives, The Blakeney Player's 
are famous for their summer-season 
shows, aud this year's was a Famous 
Five pastiche of derring-do on the 
Point, the sand and shingle spit that 
shelters Blakeııey harbour fran the 
North Sea. ‘ ب‎ : 1 
The ` productioh succeeded In 
lapping the audience's communal 
memory of childhood days spent 
hauling tlıc dunes and pools. Yet 
what iınpressed me as much as the 
gasgeip of the plot was the role the 
production played in the: social life 
af this village. Most of the cast had 


n= 
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American offerings also include 
The Opposite of Sex, a debut ior 
Don Roos, writer of Single White 
Female. Is a sharply written and 
often daringly politically incorrect 
comedy of modern American man- 
ners, Roos is clearly a new man 
when freed from Hollywood's com- 
mercial constraints. 

Another notable debut was Peter 
Mullan's Orphans, The story of a 
Scots family mourning the death of 
their mother, it mixes baleful com- 
edly, violent drama, even fantasy into 
a mélange as typically Scots as any- 
thing I've seen. 

lfthe Roos and Muitan filings were 
a surprise, the qualily of Eric 
Rohmncer's Conte d"Automne could 
be taken for granted. Even 4o, (luis 
slory abou a niidll~agel wine 
gıruwer is an almost perfec exposi- 
tiun of Rohmcr’s sublly prodding art. 

Another vulerarn whose ney fllm 
provecl a popular’ aliraclioı was 
James lvory, whose A Soldier's 
Daughter Never Crica is based or 
Kaylie Janes navel abou the uut- 
sriled daughter" ol arı American 
family living firsl in Parîs aul ther 
the United States. 


hartlware was to make us thik, in 4t 
way wr may never have houpgthl be- 
fore, about tlie real derıcl. The resl ix 
onertalMuent. 

Alhough il vons package in 
the exotic coslinery all torllerat- 
ling rieldirns of Junminican dimcelıdll 
culure, Babymother is in one rq 
spel perhaps lh’ mosl soriuus- 
winded British film of Ihe ¥eir. 
Gauche aud unpunished as il muy 
be, Julian Ieurigques's film (leals 
wilh a İimıporiam Soci phinenıt- 
non. Aung Britons of West Tilieın 
wigin. a nan refers lO Aã WOMAN AS 
his babymother when she las 
harne lis chill out ul wedlock. Hi 
is her babyfather, To some nıen, the 
existence of several babymothers is 
a source of pride and status. The 
ather way round, the attitude may 
be more equivocal and conıplex. 

Set not in the usual Brixton or 
Notüûng Hill but in the less obvi- 
ously folkloric comnunilies of 
Harlesden and South Acton, Baby- 
mother presents the story of Anlta 
(Anjela Lauren Sınith}, the young 
ınother of Iwo children by a suc 
cessful singer, Byron (Wil John- 


Elgar, Dvorak, Bach, Haydn and 
others, will almost certainly outrage 
those who feel that the memory of 
this gifted woman shouid not be sul- 
lied by detailing the stormy failings 
of her private life, It may, hawever, 
move those who understand that 
those whom the gods shower with 
great talent are often the most diffl- 
cult to live with. 

With Tom Hanks, Jim Carrey, 
Warren Beaty, Michael Douglas, 
Matt Damon, Meryl Streep and a 
slew of other Hollywood stars in 
attcudance, this year's festival has 
proved a riat for the paparazzl. It 
lias also caused Felice Laudadia to 
be accused of pandering to the 
Americans, whn have 2Û movies in 
lhe 8t-filnı programme. 

He says he's (loing no suclı thing. 
Having refused to show mindless 
speclal-effect bloclebusters last year, 
he clnims, he hal nıany more 
thoughtful American filns with 


which {6 decore the festival is 
tine round. Anong thent are Spiel 
berg's Saving Drivale Ryan, Warten 
Bealty’s Bulworth, Peter Weir's The 
Trunıan Show, antl Woody Allen's 
Celebrity. 


merely an unusually skilled and am- 


alent devoured by tragedy 


tional power that won her a clutch of 
awards on Lars von Trier’s Breaking 
The Waves, plays Jaclde as a vulner- 
able, always slightly desperate 
woman who uses and abuses people 
almost automatically. For her, fame 
and a4 prodigious talent berome an 
increasing burden until her disease 
makes her understand how life 
would look without them, 

Whether tlis is (rue of the real du 
Pré is a matter for conjecture. But 
there is liltle in the film that is not 
well ¢locumented, such as Jackie's 
affair with Hilary's husbancl when 
her marriage tu Daniel Barenboinı 
{played by James Frain) grew 
rocky. 

Tucker and Boyce tell {he story 
from both Hilary and Jackie's poini 
of view, The [ilnı (rics hard to be 
evern-landed. Flilary is nol charac- 
teriscd aş a saint, nor Jackie a5 a sin- 
ner. We arc asked 1o make up our 
own minds. 

The film, scored by Barrlinglon 
Pheloung, but with extracts from 


mal rules of engagement. That 


That is, in part, because they 
tried not to make a musical biogra- 
phy full of the usual clichés, and 
thus give only a patchy impression 
of a career that lasted for alnıost a 
decade before du Pré was struck by 
illness. More important, though, 
they fail to nake it clear that much 
of Jackie's troubled and troubling 
behaviour was a direct result of the 
slaw onset of multiple sclerosis, 

The barracking at the film's first 
showing, however, took no account 
of the fine performances, or of the 
fact lhat Tucker, an award-winning 
TY director, was handling a difficult 
subject in his first big-screen film. 

Emily Watson as Jackie and 
Rachel Griffiths as Hilary are both 
outstanding, Suggesting low 
Jackic's devouring talent ate away at 
the sisters’ relationship, while never 
quite dlestroying their love for one 
another. Thia makes the final 
scenes of the film almost unbear- 
ably moving. 

Watson, who showed an eme 


Saving Private Ryan . . . after a shattering start, sentiment take& over 


Bosch. A man is lying next to his 
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ا ب ع ا 
yENICE FILM FESTIVAL‏ 

THEATRE perek Malcolm 
Michael! Billington 0 FILM shown at Venice's 
55th Film Festival caused 
وآ‎ David Hare the play suclt a division of opinion as 
wright there has always beena and Jackie, Anand 
journalist struggling to get ou. Fykers debut feature about the life 


But the two merge perfectly in 
Via Dolorosa, his one-man play 
at London's Royal Court Dann. Î You would expect the film to be 
stairs, which la both a brillant lontoyersial, since it is based on A 
piece of reportage about Hares ‘Genius In The Family, the book by 
journey to the Middle Eost anda: [lary and Piers du Pré tliat was 
cunningly shaped work of art. .[micised as a toc-partial account of 
For good measure, Hare also jiukies failings. At ils press slow: 
proves to be a performer of sur jg, he movie even met with scat- 


al tragically early death of cellist 
lxqıellne du Pré. 


prising élan. . red booing. 

He atarta a little tentatively. j Tose who dislike Hilary And 
Emerging from a door in he jale felt that Tucker and Frank 
back wall of the stripped slage, rel Boyce, who wrole tlhe 


«rıplay, had failed to make us 
mlertand why Jackie waş so 


clad in crisp white shirt and 
dark flannels, he crosses a nar- 


row bridge like a man about tb jlyily regarded and concentrated 
enter a bear-pit. At flrst, wilh his {tad on the often fraught rela- 
اد‎ between Jackie and Hilary. 


eyes fixed on the middle dis- 
tance, he seems to be reading olf 
some imaginary autocue, But 
gradually his confidence builds, 
his tmink grows, and by the end 
lhe sardonic observer has heen 
informed by the paaslon that he 
encounters in hig Middle 
Eastern journey. 

This is the real secret of the 
uvening: it is a voyage of disco 
ery in which Hare, coming from 
a society’ where faith is a form of 
social embarrassment, nds 


dogma, division and despair. Î 

Visilng Israel and Palestine, (HE second time I went to ser 
he doesn't alt in judgment even |j Saving Private Ryan, I in- 
the play is pervaded by the 8 lended to {ake notes. This 
plight of the Palestinian "out lo be a ridiculous idea. It 
refugees, But the question Hare ‘half an hour before | could (lrag 
implicitly asks is how much lhe F fes from the screen, even 
Western visitor can fully under FM | knew what was coıning. 
stand of a world in which belle fg this long, complicated and 
ia literally a matter of life anû ْykrrupted opening sequence, in 
death. A a platoon of American sol- 


trosses a Nornandy beach 
< fire (rom German machine- 
ts, it is simply impossible to 
“Ak amy. În these minutes, Steven 
rherg raises the cinematic de- 
nol battle to a new level, 

„` Mount of generalised reser- 


N 


0S about the director's work 


The big issues, however, grOF 
out of scrupulous observatlon: 
In Tel Aviv Hare meets a secul#' 
Hberal like the theatre directot, 
Eran Baniel, who regarda the 
post-1967 preoccupation wilh 
land as profoundly “unJewish’ 
But, crossing into the occupled 


8 he 


= | Palestine'’s 
: ` crucible 


Tau, n 
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thought, a man doing a rape scene 
— Tm going tû shoot myself in the 
foot. But 1 talked to the women con- 
stanlly about what woulcl happen if 
someone touched them like that. 
What would their reaction be? Tev 
really helped." 

Some of the lighter dance scenes 
set İn pte-war Yugoslavia developed 
because the work was too grim 
without them. Bhuliler admits he gol 
very “dark and agitated” after being 
submerged in so nıuch misery, He 
felt guilty all the time he was in 
Bosnia “for being so lucky” and 
making the piece was in part a 
penance. But he also [eels that as a 
choreographer, it was hiş way of fac- 
ing up to tragedy and evil. “Tor nıe 
to really understand that horror, 1 
have to be physical about it.” 

After he work's preview earlier 
this year, several people ap- 
proached Bhuiler to talk about {heir 
reactions, Among them was a Bosıı- 
ian girl. “She'd been terrified watel- 


colls and Bob Smith in Planted Seeds 


oe, °° 


Bhuller's second story dealt with 
a group of rape victims, The third 
was about lwo men who'd been ag- 
gressors. “In Sarajevo there were a 
lot of old men sitting around İn cafés 
who seeıned very withdrawn. It 
made me wonder whıat they'd done 
in the war, so Tinvented this ciıarac- 
ter who'd been totally evil during 
the war, even though in everyday 
life he appeared quite normal.” 

When he returned to London, 
Bhuller began casting the dance as 
he would a film. The male lover was 
the charismatic dancer David 
Hughes, "David is very sexual and 
very masculine,” Bhuller explains, 
“which was inıportant. I'd been 
amazed in Bosnia how macho the 
men were. Î felt a total wimp," The 
evil soldier was Bob Smith, a trained 
dancer who has since become a filnı 
actor and who “was able to convey 
exactly the particular evil 1 wanted". 

Throughout the four weeks of re- 
hearsals he relied heavily on his 


Beauty and the beast... Sarah Ni 


E 


told them about his own family's ex 
perience of Indian Partition. “They 
really connecterl wilh the fact tlıat it 
was such a similar situation — two 
comınunitizs who'd lived happily 
slide by side suddenly starting tû 
tear each other apart.” 

Bhuller knew be couldn't deal 
with lhe politics of Bosnla, since 
danıce as an artform is so bad at 
analysis. So he looked for “slories 
that dealt with the core physical ex- 
periences, lke love, sek and vio- 
lerıce, the ones through which 
dance could touch a nerve, In the 
end | picked three that could be en- 
twined throughout the piece, llke a 
soap opera,” 

His flrst was the story of a young 
Serb and his Muslim girlfriend who 
had been flashed across the world's 
media as the Romeo and Juliet of 
the war. They had been trapped in 
Sarajevo but believed they'd been 
given safe passage from the city so 
they cauld find a place ta be to- 
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How do you make dance 
out of the horror of rape’? 
Darshan Singh Bhuller 


talks to Judith Mlackrell 


Bosnia’ s 
darkness 
visible 


HEN Darshan Singh 

Bhuller heard the Serbs 

were using rape as an in- 
sirurnıent of war, he knew he had lo 
clo somelhing. AS a choreographel', 
he had been expressing imsslf in 
dance. But how to convey the har” 
ror? 

Darshan Singh Bhuller’ was one 
nf the great modlern daucers of his 
gvneralion. Dramatically he seemed 
chriven lo lose hinıself in tie darkest 
corners of his roles. He is now 
bringing this theatrical instinct to 
his second career a§ a choreOgTa- 
pher andl IJilm-maker. And for his 
current show, Planled Seecls, lue has 
driven himself into one of the Jdark- 
esl corners of recent listory — the 
Bosnian wal: 

Bhuller admits that he's a news 
junkie but says he also has a large 
capnclly for melancholy, which is is 
why he was so gripped and appalled 
by tlıe war' in Bosnia. "The thing 
that got Lo me most was the way the 
soldiers systematically raped the 
women of thelr enemies, planting 
their sperm as a form of warfare. It 
upset me so much, 1 felt 1 had to 
know how this could have hap- 
pened.” 

Bhuller wanted to witness Bosnia 
for himself. So, a year after the war 
ended, he flew to Zagreb and then 
took a 12-hour coach ride lo Sara- 
jevo, where he started to hang out 
n cafés, walk the streets and talk, 
He had some useful contact names, 
including that of Brish choreogra- 
pher Royston Mialdoon, who had 
been a local hero during the war, 
driving vans of supplies Into the city 


and working with traumatised chil- 


dren on dance and drama projects, 
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2 : : ٤ 1: : Wtvent an acknowled t of ted intesti Ing for | makes you think a bit bitious manufacturer of sentimental Î son}. While Byro d ee 
The Sarajevans were also in- | gether. In fact, they were double- | cast to contribute experiences and | ing the piece, and she'd cven | territories, Hare stays with A ا‎ : edgement of | own evacuated Intestines, CryIng IO ¥ . ۰ byron Comes and gocs و‎ 
trigued that an Indian living in Lon- | crossed and killed by sniper fire as | ideas, drawing especially on the | thought Bob was a real Chetnik, Bul | Jewish family who regard the € of skill — a kind of cine- | deatl. Another is holding his own | And then, with almost two and a | Hollywood movies. at will Anita and two friends, N. 
: 1 : : 1 A 1 , : e accord gs a betray Fes, even — at work in tlıis | severed arm as he runs. half hours to go, the trouble starts, He and Rodat falsify a true story | Sharon (Caroline Chikezie) and ۱ 
dan should be interested in them, | they left. They died in each other's j women dancers for tle rape scene. | she said, ‘I'm so happy you're telling | Oslo peac eee e : e 1 : ا‎ 
and were fascirated when Bhuller | arms. “| tiptoed around it for ages. I | these stories'." who gee Rabin aa a traltor and 1 ,ûn which the movie's rep- The impact of all this is hard to j.As Captain. John Miller (Tom | to suit their purpose, Such a mission | Yvette Jocelyn Esien) plan a career 3 
who engage In hair-apllttiné سا‎ 1 «ill probably rest, And it | exaggerate. The director of photo- | Hanks) reassembles the remnants j was indeed ordered during the D- Î of their own, making use of Anita's 
arguments over Old Testament a ith a stroke of particular | graphy, Janusz Kaminski, uses a | of his forces, Spielberg and his sce- | Day aftermath, but it was-enirusted | talent for rapping. : 
. 8 texta. Secular and religious Jes i rilliance, shutter opening that minimises the | narist, Robert Rodat, introduce us to { to a single US Army chaplain rather The production values are n0 bet- ا‎ 
1 Ff y OU want to f ind 2 [ oony, shake y our family Ir ee barely speak the samê languAf” ù la landing cralit approach- | amount ef light entering the carr | the familiar assorted core ensemble | than a unit of eight fighting men. So | ter than adequate, the acting ‘and 8 3 
In Gaza and Ramallah, Hare êr” Beach on the morning | era, thereby reducing the range of | of the standard war movie, embod-'| the central moral dilemma is as | music are variable, and the basic 1 : 
T anyone would be, She was next seen | shaken until Our Toyah fell out, Before his life sentence for mur- | counters a similar mixture of ا‎ 5 1944. In a classic war- | colour and giving the film.the raw | ied by a group of outstanding young | bogus as it sounds wher the sol | storyline is familiar enough to kk : 
ELEVISION icad ûn ke û HELEN, heina ek  Euin thougk Lé: vou renetabét. | dêr; Marcus isêd tı be a lure: land fêhion 5 ا‎ Spielberg shows us | look of an old newsreel, llke mono- | actors: the career soldier (Tom Size- | diers ndılge In prefabricated argu- | evoke the memory. of all sorts of : 1 
Nancy Banks-Smith countered the aforementioned | was nat her real father, Toyah be- | Sociology, I suspect, All night he This is not, nor does it pre". kı, 8 lhe soldiers as they pre- | chrome tinted with khaki and blood. Û more), the feisty Brooklyn street | ments about the wisdom of | pop exploitation movies. But British ER 
weirdo, who was slicing jam sand- | longed. subjected his captive audience to a | to be, the whole truth about le Imminent conibat. These | The handheld camerag lurch, flinch kid (Edward Burns), the Tennessee | endangering several lives in order. | cinema has a genuine new star in أ‎ ! 
lt is an eerie thought lhat, as Les | wiches in a marked nıanner. “I'm as It could be argued that there are j| tirade about the inhumanity of | Middle Eaat. But it glows Hare’, Lie enn, were „assuming, in | and plunge along with the confused | sniper wlıo saya a prayer each tinıe | to save one, ıe person ol Arjela Lauren Smith, 1 
and Janice Baltersby ping-ponged | nice as pie till people upset me. Then | too many murderers in Brookside | prison life. As the fire burned out | intelligence and irony encounleî . three we'll spend tle | and terrified soldiers. Several | he squeezes the trigger (Barry Pep- The last lıour is taken up by ar-:|. whose performance carries the fil 8 3 
around the East End looking for j Ijust... gol" for one small close. and the watery light of morning fil- Î ing the volatile passions of pat F's dow rê. Then the bow-flap | tableaux are copied directly fron per), the Italian (Vin Diesel), the | other setplece battle, in which the | . through its stickier momenta. 
their runaway daughter, Toyah, The Ballersbys followed to find | Last week our Lindsey threatened | tered in, your heart did go out to the | Israeli-Palestinian faith and e u fom 2 machine-guns | the famous Omaha Beach photo- | Jew ا ا‎ ihe e n try اوا‎ a | In La Vle de Jésus, first-time di- 1 
they must have passed 1hrough the | her. Neither Les nor Janice speaks | to shoot her husband, Tinhead tried | wretched men who had shared his |j tics. And, while ft question 1 wihin nker in the dunes, Î graphs of Robert Cape, along with | medic (Giovanni Ribisi), erman advance on a small bridge, | rector Bruna Dumont returns fo his ۱ 
manor of their mortal rivals, lhe | under a shouf, and together they | to kill Sinbad, and Marcus, as his | cell and listened to his lectures for | value of art in confronting Et jus! rag all the men | the slight blur that punıps up the | cowardly runt Jeremy Davies). Here the echoes of ا‎ a ااا ا‎ in Flanders to examine 
Albert Square Gang. The Batiers- Î form a sort of human stereo system, | daughter Louise put it, “just seemed | 18 years. "Î would look them in the j bare facta of the Holocaust gs | ight a are dead or dying. heartbeat. The scenes of physical precursors ~~ including e | the barren lives of the unprepos 1 
bya come from Coronation Street, | Leytonstone nick, a haven of calm, | to go over the edge", She spoke Î eye and say, ‘You can't hurt me, I | inforces one's faith in theatrê teş „AY Our emotional re- | devastation reproduce the real ef ANKS, voicing homespun | Longest Day, A Bridge Too Far, Tle | sessing .and largely unemployed 
1 woul have paid folding money to | blenched. “Control yourselves!" said | more truly than she knew. Marcus | don't exist in your world of thieving | a means of communication yi. 0 recalibrated. We're | fects of shell fragments that ampu- doubts in a backporch drawl | Dirty‘ Dozen, The Bridge On The | boys who tear around the country ا‎ 
hear Les criticise the ale in lhe | the nicely-spoken inspector, who | was soon hanging by his fingernails | and ‘brutality and misery.', " He j| Hare, astutely direc . firsand f mound sensation | tate limbs, of explosions that like a perfect synthesis of | River Kwal, and Platoon — almost | lanes on their Mobylettes, play in 
Queen Vic didn't know the Batlersbys very well. | fom a precipice. Olle cried, | launted Eleanor wlth the possibility | Stephen Daldry, records ® 'fiiite | WY. Never, it seems, | atomise entire bodies, of rifle bullets | Henry Fonda and. James Stewart, | drown the metal thunder of the | the town marching band, grope 
Few eople in soaps are perfectly | Les turned a disturbing purple and | “Eleanor, help ıne! I can't hold him | that he had glven her ‘Aide. He | subjective impressions, dell Fon, 1 ي‎ Physical nature of | that enter flesh neatly buttumble on | also las to apprise them of their | tanks as Spielberg orchestrates the | iielpless fat girls and insult Arab im- 
A their i but this | Janice howled like a timber wolf, | by myself" but Eleanor, palely | mocked Ollle's name. He-pretended | eates character, fleahes out 1 a oribed with such | tlıeir own axis, leaving an exit E a is a 7 helt 1 Ei : ımigrants, all for want of, anything 
past week has been a warning ta | “You should hnve men out there | vengeful, replied, “Let him gol" And. Î to set fire to himself. He did aet flre | isaues and shows he 0 ر‎ : : he nexî 4 a wound big enough to 2 ا‎ g0 lp ا‎ 0 ps 1 پا ا‎ e E ا‎ ۰ 
irls not to go In search of | looking for our Toyahl” Marcus fell, flailing, to his death. to their car. At this point, Eleanor— | changed by his Middle 10 ` he badic of soldiers steps | ball. And bloocl everywhere, Blood | va : James. . ا‎ : ame- 1e title represents Durmont's de- | 
ا ا‎ 0 ah did and There is something peculiarly pro- One way and another, İl had been jİ and how one warmed to the woman. j experience.:WheD be rer . Berg and on to the beach, j pumping, blood gushing, a sea of | fourth sou of anl idaho widow, y cheats his audience. An.| sire to portray mankind's essential 3 
a ird Louis 4 Brook- | tective about the Lancashire use of | a simply terrible bank holiday for | — hit him him with a log. As there | the comfort of his Hamrs "e soldie us under tlıe waves, | blood. : Ryan's three brothers have all been appallingly banal prologue and epi- „innocence, and the brutal ease with 
mide dd ai od ا‎ our. A child is warmly gathered In Î Ollle and Eleanor. They were cele- Î was an axe handy, you wondered home, you feel he 1a both r€ hls CuI diruggllug ta re- The ep ورخ ت‎ is 80. a reh a E ا‎ 0 0 a ا‎ ili it is. و ا‎ E 
8 2 : 1 : 2 rch IUEN aS Corpseş sek ronounced that when rman | is € taken honîte. Ss m r | tes 3 ıto resist he ‘As anı example e New BC i 
Toyah went to London, or the | with that word, ا‎ an و ا ا‎ e gy the e towards’ safety ا ا م و ا‎ him and bullets streak : lere rise from a trench with | on compassionate grounds. And | teraptation of a feelgood cliché. And | Rural Miserablism, La Vie de Jésus ۰ 
great metrollops as they call it in | arms. 1 to thin E 1 District. Then Marcus arrived. | Crouching and lurking, Marcus pt a political crucible. You go ler. Tg decelerating tn | their hands up, our reflex is immedi- | this is where we begin to remember İ yet, with: that shattering first half |. should be.seen by anyone who ad- a 
Coronation Street, hoping her real | Ournancy. In some sense ed Hi tache was Mephistophe- | sued them and, when they reached | pecting to hear a talk- WhstyOl Fe sla Ere on the sand, | ate. We're pulling the trigger, too, | that Spielberg is' not, after all, a |, hour, he has. achieved: something | mired Sandrine. Veyase's Will It ا‎ 
a e) e hi e 1 gl gy grr be i He bared mirthless teeth. He the precipice, he pout, : get is a deeply moving hetr! gl would beggar: | So we cah hardly help granting tile . E ece Bai gale ao that | a 2 Christmas and Manuel 2 1 
aupportive than her stepfather, Les. | together E: : : e EST of a Hieronymous: Î. soldiers an exemption from the nor- | the Homer of fhe multiplexes, but Î fort and expense ard, ue-And.. er's Western. ا‎ 
۸ ا‎ expectation. Almost turned upside down and thoroughly | was, quite clearly, mad. It was, of course, a cllffhangèr. mosaic. Nyma pti : 2 | 
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unavoidable. The confected reality 
is sıuppasetl to shape ott reality. 
And, because he lıas no grasp of 
what was really stunning about Pol- 
ter — the few times, such as The 
Singing Detective, when he was dis- 
ciplined enough to turn his expert 
ence of a pain he did not need to 
confect into a shriek of huınanity — 
Carpenter is [forced to plough 
through the lesser canon as tlıough 
it lad anything to offer. 

Dennis Potter possessed a nar- 
row gift. He had neilher the warmtlı 
of Alan Bleasclale, nor the control! of 
Jon Hopkins. He was Nylan 
Thonıas and Bernard Levin out far’ a 
mg at a strip club, He foes not 
survive G66 pages of Carpenter be- 
cause their sheer oninivorousNess 
diminishes him. Tle lalk of prosti- 
tutes antî ings tlemeans the ceniral 
relationship with 1 wife who lovecl 
hin and ù fFauuily which cherishes 
bis mcenuury. Poor, satl Uncle Ernie. 

He deserves lo be retmdntberecl 
for the shock of ihe nu, for a finilr 
oulpul wlîclt wis raw aud fresh, 
nncl fur his courage. That last inlere 
view with Melvyn BrafE wits IMiAg- 
nificenl. He has his place in dû 
heoayrn full of pennies. Tl’ runt 
(like Moni Nly True Slory) is nul 
luislory ancl is best eflt unreaul. 


writes that she was *made to feel 
like a private İn the officers" mess". 
Garbage, say the friends: oppor- 
1unism and exploitation, Later’, when 
psorlasis and arthritis seize hiın, he 
writes about his left knee, suddenly 
“the size of a soccer ball, bulging 
against my trousers", Garbage, with 
medical records to prove it. 

în other words, Potter nade 
things up or left things out. And 
once yau realise that, you wonder 
what other selfspins he cloctored. 
Even the sensation of his 1993 Mac 
Taggart Lecture — I] was “abused 
oul of imocence" at 10 by “an 
aclult's sexual appelite" — dimin- 
ishes in another telling to “the 
smallest Interfereııce" by fumbling, 
wracked Uncle Ernie. "It was the 
ilink, you know, and it ctieln’l lage 
pen all that offen." 

‘The inevitable problem is lw 
much any of this stuff ınallers, He 
could lave been a brilliant journalist 
(his TV reviews for fhe Daily Herald 
suared the page), He was cleciric, 
and i brave man bidtling a foul ill- 
ness, He became the {clevision play- 
wrighl of his pgencrntion whoa 
everyons Lhinks of firsl. Pennics 
From Heaven and The Singing The 
tdlive bolmg in dıny Sth century 
archive. Writers are always building 
heir wn special worlcls. Why 
worry about Dulloy"s? 

The diffirully is halt Carpenler 
inviles ıs lo worry; iutlevcd, ınaltus il 


Writer?) 
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nig bulo 
Nicola ‘Taylor, Preston. 


Bice enroffing 4ُ favu fad. 
uven {OU ilema ubfiahed and 


be. 
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David Kinchin, Oxon. 


Yl was pall a £25,000 advance for my 
novet ‘RED', f look furwand 1o receiving 
my Cerr{flcate af Comperence. i hava NOW 
also sold the film rights and will be co* 
writing fhe script. The sitccest of 'RED' 
ir thank in no small part t0 the Writers 
Bureau who helped and encanraged and 


gle, Essex. 


The Writers Bureau is accredited by 


COHN, uals Counctl 
| GPEN ã DISTANCE LEARNING QUALITY COUNCIL | 


In a heaven full of pennies 


And class rhetoric and allileratlon 
pouring into a whirlpool of emotion- 
alism? It l8, because they were al- 
ways the same. Heard one, heard 
the lot. Is it fair to remember his ed- 
itorship of Isls ard the column of vit- 
riol called (moclestly) "Potter"? Yes. 
Been there once; read that before. 
Repetition was the molher of Potter 
invention. 

As ruckus follows ruckus, 
Humphrey Carpenter is beginning 
to seem tlie Killy Kelley of autlo- 
ised biography. His detect is that 
lıe lacks an overall view, a thesis 
that makes sense of his suhject, His 
viruuıe is thal he toils migluily. He 
puis in the bits that don't fii as well. 

Thus he quvles Potter off to Ox- 
lard, Lurniug bîs back on lhe Foresl 
of Dean. “I wanted to struggle oul of 
the carefully wraıppecl Cucoon of kuy- 
allies and sentimenls. A putential 
Jue Lamplon, without the reuar'sr", 
Pailer alreacdly l(hnught of himself as 
a character (nin û Nivel. 

1s this the “clevrply shy and relu- 
sive" chap Carpenter holcls up for 
aur examinalioı? Very mw of lle 
early bits Tit al all — and there’ ial 
tendeuy to manufture episurles 
from his life to fi he inuuge of sult 
reunlicism. He briupgs his lucal girl 
up fu Axford tu meet his frivucls anl 


be a 


surned HBBSO. fu baal lin 
Lal H atiff find il aff qxeal 


tf (0 aile د‎ FBaseau. 


affered very vahinbla advice", 
Jon E 


Dennis Potter 
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scrape. Il is, after all, the American 
clreanı. He cloesn't, though, He fincls 
it inappropriate. Yet theré was neve! 
a moment during Potter's ııeon cûa- 
reer when such a molest thought 
woulcl have entered lıis leadl. 

You can't be neutral about the 
Patter’ plays, or the man himself, | 
am nit a neutral. Î was at lıniversify 
wilh lıim, part of an adjacenl nıxlia 
sel. J thought hin, even then, a fire 
woatk and û confeclion. 

ls it fir, so long aller juvanile 
veng, la remember his Uuiun 
spohes, the torrenls uf invective 


single moment of passion 


ol revenge Irom aû falher mad wilh 
Tage axl gricî. 

Ax in praclically every other 
novel published al the momeıtt, lis 
takes 1lıe form of sexual abuse, 
Faced witlı rape at home and bully- 
ing al school, Pohpoh nls solace 
in nalure. She hides in hedlgerows 
and makes a habit of collecting anıl 
protecting snails. Her' sister runs 
away, but nobody knows whai's hap- 
penecdl lo her l[ather until Otoh, the 
first visitor for 10 years to her col- 
lapsing, rolling, home, encounlers 
anı averwhelming stench {rom a 
dlownslairs room. 

This might sound 4 bit like Miss 
Havershan meets William Bur- 
roughs, but it's actually rather beau- 
tiflul and moving. Shani Mootoo 
writes with great precision and 
strength. As you might expect of a 
poet, she's strong on symbolism, 
too. The central image is the cereus 
plant, which blooms for one night 
anly, releasing its heady dual scent, 
“one a vanilla-like sweetness, the 
other a curdling". This reflects 
Mala's life, a single experience of 
passion, followed by decay. It. also 


. suggests a Paradise Lost, where 


beauty is doomed to be destroyed, 
cruelty ahd despair to flourish. 


Tyler is a selfconsclous narrator |. 


whose own story keeps bursting 
through. The pressure of his sexual 
dlfference and his delight in finally 
finding, with Otoh, romance, İs one 
of the book's weaker strands, Otoh 
was barn a girl, but decides at the 
age of five to become a boy. The fact 
that this goes unremarked on, even 
by hia parents, is more than a little 
surprising. The symmetry of bay 
who-wants-to-be-a-girl meeting girl- 
who-willedherselfto-be-g- boy is t00 


ri€al. . 
These might seem rather literal 
minded gripes in a book that İa, if 
not magic realist, certainly rnagical. 
' Perhaps they arise from the fact that 
Mootoo has commandeered A 
strange, new territory betwèen the 
two, full of synchronicity, where the 
bizarre is made beautiful without re- 
sorting to magic, Either way, this sad; 
seductive story deserves to bè read, 


me, the carriage draws 
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Viagra: The Virllity Solutl Preston 
by Steven Lamm, MD, اسا ا ي‎ 
and Gerald Secor Couzgng | | Dennis Polter: The Authorised 
(Pocket Books, £7.98) Bngraphy 
ty Humphrey Carpenter 


Fabar 544pp E20 

ا ا ا 
ONSIDER, as the carousel‏ 
ol coincidence spins, two‏ 
Oxfard graduates {rom‏ 
dicades past. Both came fron poor,‏ 
relentlessly deprived homes. Buth‏ 
„ranıblecl ııp the ladder of escape‏ 
clled Education. Both, with won-‏ 
trous cloquence, achieved fame,‏ 
jhen notoriety. Both may be remen-‏ 
bered as much their for their sexual‏ 
mngupis and mendaciüies as ior‏ 
their achievements, What is lhe (lif‏ 


The Kennedy Tapes: Inside TY و ب‎ Bill Clinlon and 
White House During the Cukcl' nis Poitef 


, One quesllon; two answers, First, 
Missile Crisis, ed Ernest RM: :3d most ubviuusly, that Potter's 


G ENTLEMEN, if you are nw 
Polent now you could beı 
anxious after a few chapters of hl 
little volume. Fortunately, the ki 
(which lias to be swallowed aff 
good dose of Viagra) points thes 
lo restoring Iull sexual func 
enhancing endurance, bosta 
selfconfidence and Identifying. 
stances that help (fish, tea) or L 
der (fags and booze) the work oft 
pil. I'd tell you more bul lf 
rush olf lo ny "virilily exercises’ 


fopings and lusilings ar'e part of {he‏ ا ا ا 
a ah a making ùf his reputation, while Clin-‏ 


CRIPVING arldition tu o, I™S are the clestruction ul his. But 
1 i «conf, and perhaps morc cynically, 

ı ml the president rarely talks onbout 
4i roots İn hardship, while Polti’ 
YJked atl wrote of little else. 

Clintun, baottlacks raised by a 
ingle mum, making his way on til 
el and gut tlelerminalian, caulel 
Fy thal lale for sympalhy in cvery 


the must Sudigl trunk 
warl history. Presidenl Kenr’ 
sets high marks Iam Ure elit 
his tapes, opwekully for his leb 
itr on Ortober BT, WUD: Hr 
urins cihu, lucid, ind is cons 
i SUD, OF aril slim, alva. 
alvisers. Ll is tl’ only ane iu’ 
rum wlın is sla ecinid tl l. 
lı war oer ohfrdelr missile 
Turkuyv... Wl, apcaly 
wes tll Kou lilly i pessibilily 


ا 
The World of the Castratl; Tht‏ 
History ot an Extraordinary‏ 


Christina Patterson 
.#bls Bloorns at ight 


Operatic Phenamenon, :: hani Mo 
by Patrick Barbler a 272p 499 
(Souvenlr, £12.89) : 


٤ if. A/OT many wrilers have the 
’ 7 5 
“4 1 0 اا پر‎ N to sel their first novel in 
E bt dart .hradise, In the case of Shani 
اا‎ 8 lular ول‎ tous" bei. , oloo, whose debut was short- 
erk pure dm 'graluitou kK , td for all the nıajor literary prizes 
ihrougzh a nulilation s0 <° iı Canada, it's the name oڑ‎ a small 
the individual who was subject! .3hbean lown. As the horrifying 
iı?” When people expressed ı “ir unfolds, it proves to be a hot- 
thy for hem, some caslrat teqe E RE E al 
A 1 I werê i] py esque missed opportunlties, a 
۰ : أ‎ : 
you mighl sound like an angel | se whiclı is, of course, heavily 


make your fnrlune, as lhe man lı 


: increasingly ironic. 
(he knife probably promised. e lale is told by Tyler, the only 


' $¥ male nurse on the island of 


; Allanacamara. Hi 
John Tavener: Gtlmpse® l,l Fundise Almshouse cuincdea wiih 


Paradise, by Qeoffrey Heydo : Malar local scandal. Tree weeks 
(Indigo, £7.99) r, the source of it, a skeletal, 


UST aa there are those both] : ike old woman strapped to a 


etch 1 
gret that Gerard Marler f wate and smelling of “rich veg- 


1 ed to Catlıoliclam, s0 Wh yy POS” is delivered to the 
0 think that Taê ا‎ Tyler feels a strange 
nıight be a better composer ر‎ e r the old „woman with 
nat been receiyed Into ا‎ ela reas loving 2 
dox Church. But a blogr# 8 KR Her ma i ı8 to calm 
ejther man shows that thot AR to ou. Ad walling is replaced 
embark on spiritual jowney® '. f 0 Imitatlons of birds and, fl- 
feel they have much choice ak... speeclı. From her diffuse 

fellar ا‎ the stories of her only 


ns 2 
ado Sitors, Ambrose and his 


where (hey end up. H 


. . h e 6 
a drone, a a a OR, e gradu 
1 ja contributlol. ory together, 
ا‎ will have 10¥ i ay through his chlldhood, 


‘hls father Chandin, son of i 

۱ » Nr 
| ed labourers from India, is 
ùy white milssianaries, He 
e 810 strut, sport white linen and 
ا‎ hl Pompous polysyllables, He 
‘a, 3 love with his adoptive 


êr, Lavi ia. . 
tt. nia. Wh 
Phono: (+44) 181 سا‎ : ried, he maria 
Fax: 44) ا‎ li, Sarah and they have two 
Emnıl: bldgmall.b . i ers, Pohpolı (Mala's child- 
Payivitil ty rxedît cord 0 , "ly lame) and Asha, All four are 
UF ZEuinur:hurııe payable 9 when Lavinia, returning 


a later’ ediliurı. 
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emmy lo elope, As he surveys 
, leavi 
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ng the girls to a llfetinıe 
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deitl do in Dante, and is askeel by 
the piel ip selfreproaclt: Forgive 
lhe way I bave lived indifferent — 
forgive my Limid circuntspueel I- 
vulvemenl. 

This man is Willlanı Stralhearn, tı 
slioplkecper who rcelurns frum Ilu- 
grave to Lell tle story of his murder 
in one of the least indifferenl pivows 
uf verse thal Heaney has writlen. 
Strathearn is questioned by lis 
wife: 

"Who are they anyway at this hOuF 

qf (he night?" 

“! khnote them to see," I said, hut 
something matle me reach antl 
sqiteeze her haud aeross thr bed 

before Î went fownsiairs into Ihe 
atsle of the shop. 


To order the paperback of Qpened 
Ground for £10 contact CultureShop 
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Seamus Heaney . . . balanciny act 


which nêw possibililies wındd have 
to be base". 

Heancry has been blanıcıl far tol 
taking sides, for nol joining up. lı 
another sese, {here las never Deen 
any doubt as to whal sile he bec 
longs lo. "My wrongetl people" does 
not refer to Protestant Ulster, Nor, 
however, dlûes it refer to the Provi- 
sional IRA. 

In a late poenı he has wrîilen of: 


This principle of bearing, hearing 
i 

And bearing ott, just halving ta 

Balance (he intolerable in others 

Against oltr oun ... 


Bearing and balancing may also 


be at issue in an earlier poem, piıb- 
lished in Station Island (1984). A 
dead man appears to him, as the 
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Ulster in his bones 


life, his country life, have at least as 
great a claim on the affection of his 
readers aş anything else he has 
written, But it's also true that such 
retraspects were not outgrown; he 
keeps going back to Derry. “My last 
things will be firat things slipping 
fom me." The poem İn which he 
watches his father diggitg, and 
which begins this book, gew to be 
a reference point for the poetry that 
followed. 

The Jlater stages of his poelry 
were to display a sophisticated 
scholarship. Here are some of the 
complex and cryptic poems of the 
motlern world, of its academies and 
metropolitan centres. There were 
those at one tine who reckoned 
that he should stick to being nostal- 
gic and ronıanlic, introspective, 
"personal". But he continued to 
write about Northern Ireland's civil 
war, A conflict lhat has resembled 
lhe small wars fought in Dante's 
internecine Middle Ages. Heaney 
turned ta Dante in order to speak of 
the troubles of his nalive region, 
ûn Dante can someilimes scem to 
have served as his Virgil in leading 
him fowards the vernacular plain 
ness and spareness tliat was 1o be- 
come a feature ol his verse. 

Heaney has wrilten some of his 
besl poetry about Utsler's troubles, 
to which he las been andl remiuins 
iimately ¢exposed. A relative and a 
close friend have been Killed, and 
ht was himself iı danger when lhe 
rage was at its worst, Fle is a Noar'th- 
ern Catholte¢ who no longer Hives in 
tlie North. He was evenkually to cast 
limself as a composer of Tristia, 
like the exiled Ovid. But not even by 
halves is he an exile. 

He said in Stackholm that "while 
the Christian moralist in oneself" 
had been “impelled ta deplore" the 
IRA's atrocities, he had felt that 
there had to be change in Northern 
Ireland, But he had also felt that 
“the very brutality of the means by 
which the IRA was pursuing change 
was destructive of the trust upon 


Karl Miller 


Opened Grourkt: Poems 1966-96 


by Seamus Heaney 
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NÉ winter's evening in the 
Ulster of 1976 sanye work- 
ınen were lincd up beside 
their van by maaked gunmen, who 
required that any Catholics among 
them should step forward. There 
was one. As he was about to step 
forward his hand was squeezed by a 
mate, who may have wantecl hinı to 
know tınt the others would not be- 
tray him tu lhe reedont fighters. AJf 
the Prolestant worknıen were theıı 
shof dead. 

The s#tory was told by Seamus 
Heanucy in ihc course of fhe adlress 
lıe delivered in Stockholnı, in 1995, 
when he received the Nobel Prize, 
ane il is înwludecl in Opened 
Gruunkl, which is a kind of Collected 
Poems. The slory rleserves its place 
iu lhe honk. These poems, 1964 to 
I9J, were conposed during Llıe 
wirntering-olut ofl a 3h years’ wat. 

There are many sorts of poem 
lere: lye poems, family poems, 
farmı poenıs,. metaphysical poeıus, 
his anvîeuft-graive poems, the me- 
dievalnıolern nuicast-king poenıs 

— his Swrenind. There are poems 
by lfm Lhat are out ancl could have 
been in. But it's goud to fincl fully 
represented tle 2nes wliich tell you 
there is a civi] war going ul. 

The strong contrast bhetwecn the 
rural environnıent of his childhood 
antl 1F world he was soon to enler 
— thal of universilies and the 
ııedîa, of podiurn and television stur 
dio — is another of the divisions 
which have helped to shape the 
achievement commemorated in this 
book. Off the [arn he went, to 
places where the words and ways 
were different, Boaundarics were 
crossed, and a language was cre- 
ated which tied together his various 
places. 

The early celebrations of his first 


hugeness of utterance, than to Ver- 
non the newspaper editor, strug- 
gling to steer his crisig-stricken 
broadsheet downmarket without 
seeming to do so, he compensates 
by giving Vernon a little more self- 
awareness. 


-.. In. the .two rudimentary moral 


mazes he consiructs for these char- 
acters, the author seems to leave a 
clear thread, indicating the right 
course of action and all but gar- 
rattes them with it subsequently, 
Both men suffer not only slıame; 
they also lose by thelr actions, in 
worldly terms. They. lose what they 
sought fo gain, and still there is 
more punishment in store. 

But if there is a moral perspet- 
tive almost too ınuclı in evidence in 
this latest novel, there 1S also a con- 
trary force. In lıis earliest writing 
McEwan seemed altracted by the 
genre of black farce, and gained a 
reputation for heartiessness thal 
he Ihen spent some years dis- 
pelling. Now, particularly towards 
the end of Amsterdam, he seems 
alnıost to bê seeking a returıt to the 
fold of black shcep, But McEwan's 
literary personality is too cuol to 
allow for actual satire — even wheıı 
he is pushing his book to ils ex- 
treme conclusion he can't bring 
himself to let go. In Amsterdam he 
can at least boast tlie satltist's disa 
fection with’ his creatures, but' per- 
haps he lacks the ‘mysterious 
enzyme by which rage ls meta- 
bolised as relish. : : 


Irapped in a complex moral maze 


the decommissioning of the nale 
ego in favour of a new personality at- 
tuned to women and children. By 
the time of Black Dogs, two morali- 
ties were pilted ‘against each. other, 
even if the dice were loaded in 
favour of one, the less materialist 


ong, 


As time passes, the traps Mc- 
Ewan lays for his creatures become 
less arbitrary (as they were in, say, 
The Comiort Of Strangers) and 
more stringent, more philosophi- 
cally loaded, The hero of The Inno- 
cent is required by ihe fiction that 
encloses him to perform an act that 
is only physically, and not morally, 
repellent {cutting up and disposing 
of the bocly of a wortlless htıman 
being whose denih isn't his faul), 
but the taboos he brcaks destroy 
the {ove relationship he was trying 
tû protect. The lero of Enduring 
Inve implicates himself in n death 
by letting go of a rope, and spends 
the resl of the novel irying lo come 
to terms with whal Ihis abaunclon- 


ınelnt ı1Cans. 


În Anıwfterdanı McEwan has two 
long-standing 
friends wlio were both, a different 
times, lovers of a woman who has 
just dicd. [f MeEwan seeıns more 
sympathetic to Clive the conposer, 
or at least to his work life, with its 
combination of obsessional allên- 
tiveness {0 dletall and aspiration to 


nzin characlers, 


metes out for failure less humane, 

In the striking opening section of 
his last novel, Enduring Love, for irr 
stance, the hero was confronted 
with a quandary of the most urgent 
sort, namely whether to let go of a 
rope attached to a passenger-carry- 
ing balloon threatened by a high 


wind, and if 30, when. 


Set-piece dilemmas recur at two 
vital points in Amsterdam, and if 
they don't constitute the plot, they 
certainly power it. Again McEwan's 
characters must choose between 
their selfish preoccupations and the 
interests of a wider comnunity. 
Should a newspaper editor print 
compromising photographs of a 
minlisler, 
wien he is molivated by spite and 
scoorlust ralher than authentic dis- 
approval? Is a composer in he full 
Maat of ereation, heacl brimming 
with ideas that will evaporate unless 
in ignoring a 


family-values Cabinet 


notated, justificd 
ınercly haran ery for help? 


There was a me iıı Mclêwan's 
early fiction when (he reader liad no 
fecling 1hat ıe characters were 
being measured against a cule of 
conduct; more [hat the author’ was 
letting his crealures follow their 
own innocent or perverse logic. 
Moral judgments were studiously 
withheld. Then there began, above 
all ir The Child In Time, the invok- 

ing of certain values, particularly 


Adam Mars-Jones 


Amsterdarmı 
by lan McEwan 
Cape 176pp £1 4.99 


AN MCEWAN'S new novel, al 
most short enough to qualify as a 
novella, i3 a puzzling mixture of old 
themes revisited and a latent sour- 
ness of lone. This writer's eye has 
never been exaclly indulgent, and 
there is a familiar relishable exaci- 
ness about passages that describe, 
saj, a hike in the Lake District orı 
which lhe lanclscape fails to work its 
magic, resembling instead “a gigan- 
lice brown gynımasiurnı”. Rut as the 
story moves lowards an Lıncharacter- 
istically contrived climax, it can scem 
that the author is sîinıply dismissing 
the creatures he has conjured up, 
andl tyiog up his story wilh a sar'don- 
icully, even a terisively, neat bow. 
The early parts of Amsterdam 
seuIn lo prontise engagement wilh 
AMceFwan preoccupations sucl a8 
the tragic precariolısneag of raliu- 
nality, the futile human teıklency to 
ivour selfish interest over the 
group, the shurt term over' the long: 
but this is alınost a red hcrring. 
NicEwar hag always enjoyed posing 
dilemmas for his characilers, ancl 
even selling traps for thenrt, but the 
dilemmas in the new book are 
balder, and the: ptımishments he 
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unavoidable, The confectecl reality 
is supposed to shape our reality. 
And, because he has no grasp of 
what was really stunning about Pot- 
ter — the tew times, such as The 
Singing Detective, when he was dise 
ciplired enough to turn his experi- 
ence of a pain be did not necd to 
conîfect into a shriek of humanily — 
Carpenter is forced tG plough 
through the lesser’ canon as though 
it had anything to afer. 

Denis Po{ter possessed a nar- 
row gift. He had neither’ the warmth 
of Alan Bleasdale, nor the control ûf 
John Hopkins. He was Dylan 
Thomas aıxl Bernard Levin out lor a 
night ai a strip club, He does nol 
survive G66 pages of Carpentey' bo 
cause their sheer omnmivornouspress 
cdiinishes lıim. The talk of prosli- 
ules andl flings demeans tice central 
relationship with a wife wlio loved 
him and a family which cherishes 
his memory, Pour, sad Uncle Ernie. 

Hc cleserves lo be rexneiuhcrecl 
for the shock of lic new, for i finite 
uuljult which was taw and fresh, 
arl fr his courage. That asl ulcer 
view with Mclvyn Brig was mag- 
uificen. He has his jlacé il û 
heaven full wf pemnies. The reml 
(like Moauica: My True Sory) is nut 
biry aul is bosî lif uted. 


i yol woulcl like ta ordeal {lus Lick. 
a ihe spel price al CIR cat darl 
ultra Shp Ste paz Hj 


Wrıter 2) 


As a freelance wrilcr, you can carn very g#bocd 
money in your Spare time, wriling the stories, 
articles, books, scripts etc. that editors and 
publishers want. Millions of pounds are paid 


writes thal she was “made to feel 
like a private in the officers’ mess", 
Garbage, say the ([rends: oppor 
tunisnı antl exploltalion. Later, when 
psoriasis and arthıilis seize him, he 
writes about lıig left knee, sucldenly 
“he size ol a soccer ball, bulging 
against my trousers”. Garbage, with 
medical records to prove it. 

in ather words, Potter made 
things up or left things out. And 
ance you realise that, you wonder 
what other selfspins he doctored. 
Even the sensation of his 1993 Mac- 
Taggart Lecture — J] was “abused 
out of innocence" ai 10 by "an 
adult's sexual appetile" — dimine“ 
ishes in another telling i10 "the 
smallest interference” by funtbling, 
wracked Uncle Ernie. “Ît was Ihe 
drink, you know, ancl it didn't hap- 
ڊıen‎ al] thal oflen.” 

The incvitable problem is how 
much uty of luis stuff maliurs, He 
cuuld hive been a brilliant jotrnalisl 
(his TV reviews fur (he Daily Heralıl 
xearetl lle page). He was clcclıît, 
nud a brave man balling i foul ill 
ness, He becaıne lhe television plty- 
wrigl uf his gencralion wlio 
uvuryons 1hinks uf Iirst. Punnits 
Frau FHeiven and The Singing De- 
lêulive belong in iuy Rl century 
archive. Wrilurs dare always buiililing 
her uwn speciil warlds, Why 
worry about Ditters? 

The Mifficuly is thal Carpuutcr 
iuviles qs lo worry; indeed, makes it 


annually in fees and royalties, Earning your share 
can be fun, profitable and creatively most fulfilling. 
‘To help you become a successful writer we offer yOu û 
first-class, home sludy course fron professional 


writers — individual guidance from expert tutors, and 


flexible tuition tailored to your own requirements. YOu 


FLEXIBLE STUDY PROGRAMME 


and class rhetoric and alliteration 
pouring into a whirlpoot of eınotlon- 
alism? IL is, because they were al- 
ways (he same. Heard one, heard 
the lat. Îs it fair to reınember lis ed- 
ltarship of [Isis and the column of vit- 
riol calle (modestly) "Potter"? Yes. 
Been there once; rend that before. 
Repetition was the mather of Patter 
invenlon. 

As rııtckus follows ruckus, 
Humphrey Carpenter is beginning 
to seeın lhe Kilty Kelley of autlıo- 
ised biography. His dcfect is thai 
lıe lacks an overall view, a thesis 
that nıakes sense of his subject. His 
virlue is that he toils mightily. He 
puis in ihe bits tlıal clout fit as well. 

Thus he quotes Potter ofl (o Ox- 
for, Luring his back un {he Forts 
of Dean. "I wanlcd lo struggle uxt of 
tle carefully wripped cuconn of loy- 
allies ancl sentiıuenis,. A polential 
Joe LampMont, wilhout the remorse", 
Voller already thought of hirnsell as 
a clıaracter' from a Navel. 

ls this (he "eleeply shy aul reclu- 
sive" slap Carpenter holds up for 
utr examiualinu? Yery lew ûf the 
cally bils f at tll — anıl heres 
lendendy fe MANUEL episodes 
Irom his life In FL Ihe inrtge ûf self 
rmnlicisy. Pe ling his local girl 
up tu Oxlorel lo ın his triculs incl 
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NO TIME LIMIT 


are shown how to make the most of your abilities, 
where to find ideas, how to turn them into publishable 


~ writing and how to sell them. In short, we show you 


exactly how t5 become a published writer. IF you want 
writing success — this is the way to start! - 2 


Whatever your writing ambitions, we can help you to 


.„ achieve them. For we give you an effective, stimulating 


and most enjoyable ‘creative writing course... 
appreciated by students and acclaimed by experts. 

It's ideal for beginners. No previous experience or 
special background is required. You write and study at 


. your own pace — you do not have to rush ~ there are nO 
‘time limits whatever on you. Many others bave been 


successful this way. 1f they can do if — why can’t you? 


.We ate so confident that we can help you become a 


published writer that we give you a full refund 
guarantee. If you have not earned your course fees 
from published writing by the time you finish the 
course, we wil] refund them in-full. : 

lf you want to be a writer start now by requesting a free 
copy of our prospectus “Write and be Published”. 
Please send the coupon or fax us NOW. 
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Cerg mgr money tad 
anticlaa and 


any . 
Nicola Taylor, Preston. A 


‘Since amoffing Y fave had f 
uder {O0 ilema pnulfiaed und 
vanced £8980. he Heal fing ia 
fal E aiff find i aff J eut: 1 
tanka late otal giden me ر6‎ 


e ail e<a n sGall. 
Dayid KiInchin, Oxon. 


YJ war pald a £25,000 adranrce for my 
novel 'RED'. e Jorwanl اا‎ 

Certificate fence. now 
e fim kh and will be co: 
writing the script. The success if 'RED' 
lr thanks In no smalî prrt ip ihe Writers 
Rureau whn helped aud encouraged and 
afered very ag 

on Esg 


The Writers Bureau is accredited by 


CNN. Quality Council 


Dennis Potter PHOTO’ JANIE BOWNY 
surape. lt is, after all, tle American 
dream. He cloêtsn't, thouglı. He fincls 
it inappropriate, Yet there was never 
a nomen! (luring Potler's eon ca- 
reer when such a ntaclest thouglıl 
would have entered lıis head. 

You can't be neutral about the 
Patter plays, or the man himself. [ 
am nut 4 neural. Î was at universily 
witl lut, part of an adjacenl muerlia 
set. [Î thouglu him, even ihen, 4 firt’ 
wark andl a comfeclion. 

Is il fair, so long afler juvenile 
eves, lu remember his Luin 
speuches, the torrenis ol votive 


oingle moment of passion 


ul revengr Irom a father marl with 
rage and gricl, 

As in practically every olher 
ıuvel publisherl at the moınent, this 
takes {be formî of sexual abuse. 
Facedl willı rape at home and bully- 
iug al school, Pohpol IJinds solac 
in nature, She hicles in heclgerows 
antl makes a habit of collecting and 
protecting snails. Her sister runs 
away, bul nobody knows whal’s hap- 
pened to her father until Otoh, the 
first visitor for 10 years to her col- 
lapsing, rotling, home, encounters 
an averwhelming stench [rom a 
downstairs room. 

This might sound a bit like Miss 
Havershan meets Willlam Bur- 
roughs, but'it's actually rather beau- 
liful anci moving. Shani Mootoo 
writes with great precision and 
strength. Aۍ‎ you might expect of a 
poet, she's strong on syrmmbolisini, 
too. The central image is tlıe cereus 
plant, which blooms for one night 
only, releasing its heady dual scent, 
“one a vanilla-ike sweetness, the 
other a curdling”. This reflects 
Mala’s life, a single experience of 
passion, followed by decay. It. also 
suggests a Paradise Lost, where 
beauty is doomed to be destroyed, 
cruelty and despair to flourish. 

Tyler is a self-conscious narrator 
whose own story keeps bursting 
through. The pressure of his sexual 
difference and his delight in finally 
finding, with Otoh, romance, İs one 
of the book's weaker strands, Otoh 
was born a girl, but decides at the 
age of five to become ù boy, The fact 
that this goes unremarked or, even 
by his parents, is more than a litle 
surprising, The symmetry of Doy- 
who-wantsto-be-a-girl meeting girl 
who-willed-herselfto-be-a-boy 1s t00 
neat, 

These might seem rather fiteral- 
minded gripes in a book that is, if 
nol magic realist, certainly magical. 
Perhaps they arise from the fact that 
Mootoo has commandeered a 
strange, new territûry between the 
two, full of synchronicity, where the 
bizarre .is made beautiful without re- 
sorting to magic. Either way, this sad, 
seductive story deserves to be read. 
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Viagra: The Virility Solutl Preston 
by Steven Lamm, MD, سا‎ 
and Gerald Secor Couzarg | | Denis Potter: The Authorised 
(Pocket Books, £7.99) Bography 
tj Humphrey Carpenter 


ENTLEMEN, iî you are, | | SAPP 20 


patent now Your could be; : 
anxious after a few chapters oft ap or e 


little voluıne. Fortunately, he lif Oxford graduates from 


(wlıich has to be swallowed xt 

ynorl dose of Viagra) painis keı] | €5 Past. Both a Tom e 

ln restoring full sexual fune|| EMessty deprived homes. B 

enhancing endurance, bokte o E : 
f raed Education. : 2 

sclfronfidence and identifying dus eloquence, achieved fame, 


stances that help (fish, tea} or : 

der (fags and booze) the work gı j| ® notoriety Both may be zk 

pill. Fd tell yout more bul {¢ ا‎ thei ا‎ E 
ی‎ 0 ups and mencilacitics as for 

Sl OPPO RY EY Ee heir achievements. What is the clif- 


The Kennedy Tapes: Inside fence belwcen Bill Clinton anf 


White House During the cu wis Poller? 


ine question; two answers, Firsl, 
a E a nnsl obviuusly, thal Potters 


' pings and hıstings are part of (heê 
Here, 10:00) : ıaking of his reputation, while Clilı- 


SDI arl „. [ns are the destruction of his. Buıt 
ORIPTING dllion to # lund, and perlıaps more cynically, 
hit lhe president rarely talks nbortıt 
¥: wots in hardship, wliile Potter 
kel and wrate of little else. 
` Clinton, boouelocks raisecl by 
gle num, making his way on tal- 
el aul ıt determination, coulel 
fy Ihat alc for sympathy in every 


the Inost xtpdic eyes f 
world hisliry, President Kear 
guls high arl: remy The eli 
his lipes, specially lor his b.. 
iir ut Orluber BT, 1B: Hr 
nina cılın, lucid, aml İS cull 
st SE, er sora sleeps, ahead: 
smlvisrts, He » (e only one ır 
run wlio is cheerınineel ıu 
lo wir over obseolule Inisllr 
Tirkev .. . Whips, apni 
wis rll ou Jikely iı possibility. 


The World of the Castrati: Tj ristina Patterson 
History of an Extraordlna bÛ’. Blnoms at Night 


Operatic Phenamenon, 2. ihanı M 
by Patrick Barbier a 272 gt 
(Souvenir, £12.99) : 


‘m. HAJOT many writers h (he 
U ‘modern Ti ¥ iters have (th 
| 0 “under. ۱ Nerv¢ to sel their firs novel in 


: 4 f fadise. In the case of Shani 
Oa aE e ّ holoo, whose debut was short- 
sek pıre ail '‘gralultousS *- I od or al] eae i is 
trough a nmlilaiion 80 cok f Canada, it's the name ol a small 
the incliviclual who was او ی‎ E r 0 a 
jI?" Wlıen penple expressed “ry unfolds, il proves to be a hoi- 
thy for’ thet, xome ای‎ E Sh ues 
E Hk et Lif esque missed opporlunities, A 
Ihings in lie. ا‎ We fhradise which is, of course, heavily 
you mighl snuncl Hike An Jirtinereasingly ironi : 
make your furtune, as he wî Teale ie oki DY Tyler the only 
the knife prubably promised e; qale nurse on the island of 


lacamara, His arrival at the 
2 Almshouse coincides with 
alet local scandal. Three weeks 


John Tavener: Gllmpsss o 
Paradise, by Geoffrey Hay’ 


neige T20) : , he فوا‎ of it, a skeletal, 

a those WP’ 0Û wunıan strapped to ã 
| hal Gerard Manley ır and smelling of “rich veg- 
e to Catholicism, s0 1, PPOs’ is delivered to the 


house, Tyler feels a stra 
nge 
pal: 0 for the old woman with 
Ot 1 ed fists. Under his loving care, 
mchandin begins to calnı 


are those who think that 
might be a better composer 
not been received into he 


b 
dox Churn Bl hr hose |r ier mad wailing is replaced 
embark or spiritual journey Hl, e ف‎ 
1 ¢ : . Fron 2 

mere rey end up. Haydons ff epg A the stories of her only 
ic bi hy € ٤ . T'S, Ambrose and hiş 
RE II TIS 
Ties e ill have lo Fj; TY, through hia childhood, 
i PS feather, Chandin, son of in 


a later edition. „red labourers from India, is 

: 0 ùy white missionaries. He 

To order any of the books  ' Slostrutt, sport white linen and 
reviewed or in print, O Ki ll Pompous polysyllables, He - 

100,000 titles availa: f “Ss in love with his adoptive 


„3 Kl  Lavlula. When his love i 
q4) 1813 PF irled, he o O MS 10VÊ 18 
Prone: 2 HTT Tl he nıarries her Asian 


0 E and they have two 
Emal: bldgmelkbog®'® yers, Pohpoh (Mala's child- 


Î Panel ly rad card oF igh E) and Asha. All four are 
Î UICZEurcchaaue payable. f r êl when Lavinia returning 
ÎÎ Guardian Weekly o EÊ ah , becomes a regular vis- 
JS 250 Wasiem Avenue, Londen; 0 but one day Chandin returns to 
JÎ Eurape alrmali : e just as Sarah arıd Lavinia 
ÎÎÎ Please nad 201 al order ve . Bie i to elope. As he surveys 
Î Rest of lhe world alo Ome, the carriage draws 


1 
: : value PF" : 1 1, . 
6 ار‎ leaving the girls to a lifetime 


PFRITAAAFHI, DECLAHN HANIL14.1t, 


Jdeud do in Dante, and is asketl by 
the puel in selfreproadlt: Forgive 
the way I lıiıve lived indiflerunl — 


forgive my limid circumspect inv 
1 


volvemenl. 

This man is William Strulbearn, rı 
shopkecper who returns frmı {le 
grave to tell tlhe story of his uurcler 
in one of the least indifferent pieces 
of verse thal Hêaney has wrillen. 
Strathearn is questioned by lis 
wife: 

“TYHo are they anyway ai this hour 

ofthe night?" 

“I huow {hem tn see," { said, but 
something made me retich an 
sqiteeze her hand across the bed 

before f went downstairs into thr 
aisle af the shop. 


To order the paperback of Opened 
Ground ior £10 contact CulureShop 
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Seamus Heaney ... balancing 7 


wlıiclî new possibilities would havc 
to be baserl"., 

Heancy has been blanıel (ar nol 
Inking sides, for nol joining up. ln 
another sense, 1here las never leer 
any cloubl as to whatl sile he bDe- 
longs to. "My wrongerl people" dues 
not refer to Protestant Ulsler, Narr, 
however, (docs it refer lo the Provi- 
sional IRA. 

In a late poenı he has writen of: 


This priuciple of bearing, bearing 
«p 

And bearing onl, just having to 

Balance fhe intolerable in others 

AFOINS} OF OUR ... 


Bearing and balancing may also 
be at issue in an earlier poenrt, puh- 
lished in Station [sland (1984). A 
dead man Appears to him, as the 
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Ulster in his bones 


life, his country life, have at leaşl as 
great a claim on the affection of his 
reader's as anything else he has 
wrllten, But it's also true that such 
refrospectis were not outgrown; he 
keeps going back to Derry. "My last 
things will be firat things slipping 
from me." The poem İn which he 
watches his father digging, and 
which begins tiris beok, grew to be 
a reference point for the poetry that 
followed. 

The later stages of hls poetry 
were tû display a sophisticated 
scholarship. Here are some of the 
complex and cryptic poems of the 
modern world, of its acadênıles and 
metropolitan centres. There were 
lose al onc time who rcekoned 
that he should stick to being nostal- 
gic and romantic, introspective, 
“personal”, But he conlipued to 
write about Northern [reland's civil 
war, aA conflict {hat has resemble! 
the small wars fought in Dante's 
internecine Middle Ages, Heaney 
turnecl (o Dante in order {o speak of 
the trorrbles of his native region, 
and Dante cah somelimes seenı to 
have served as lıiş Virgil in leading 
lim towards the vernaculnr plain- 
ness antî spareness tlıat was to be- 
cume a feature of lS verse. 

Heiney hus written sone of his 
best poclry abuul Ulster's troubles, 
to whirl he has béen and remains 
Intiuately exposed, A relative ancl a 
close friend have becn killed, and 
le was himself in danger when the 
rage was At its worst. He iş a North- 
eru Catholic who n0 longer’ lives ir 
the North. He was eventually to casl 
himself as a composer of Tristia, 
like the exiled Ovid. But not even by 
halves is he an exile. 

He said in Stackholm that "while 
the Christlan ımoralist in oneself’ 
had been "impelled to deplore” the 
IRA's alrocities, he had [elt that 
there had to be change in Northern 
Ireland. But he had also felt that 
"the very brutality of the means by 
which the IRA was pursuing change 
was destruclve of the trust upon 


Karl Milller 


Opened Ground: Poams 1966-96 
by Seamus Heaney 
Faber 352pp £20 (hbk) £12.99 {pbk} 


NE winter's evening in the 
Ulster of {970 some work- 
men were lined up beside 
their van by masked gunnien, who 
require that any Cathollcs among 
them should siep forward. There 
was one. As he was about to step 
forward lıis hand was squeezed by a 
mailc, who may lave wanted lin to 
kııow that the other's would not be- 
tray lıinı to Lhe freedom fighters, All 
the Protestant worknmeıı were then 
shot dead, 

The story was toll by Scanıus 
Hvaney in 1hc course of the adilress 
le «lcelivered in Stockholn, in 1995, 
wlcn he rectiveul He Nobel Prize, 
itl İL is includecl iı Opened 
CGreund, which is a kincl of Collected 
Pocus. The story deserves its place 
in the boak. Thess: paems, 1368 to 
ING, were camposedl during thc 
winlerlng-out of a 0-years” WAC. 

There are nıany sorts of poem 
here: love pons, family poems, 
farmı puems, metaphysical pnerms, 
his nıacient-grave poems, tht me- 
clievakmodern oulcnstking poenis 
— his Swceniafd. There are poeuis 
by lîn that are oul ancl could lave 
berr in. Bul it's good to flnd fully 

represented the ones wliich tel] you 
there is a civil war going on. 

The strong conlrast betwecn the 
rural environment of his childlocul 
and tke world he was soon to enler 
—~ that of universilies and the 
uledia, of podium and television stu- 
dio — îs anothér af the divisions 
which have helped to slıape the 
achievement commemorated in this 
hook. Off the {arm he went, ta 
places where the words and ways 
were different. Boundaries were 
crossed, and a languagê was cre- 
ated which fied together his various 
places. 

The early celebrations of his first 


hugeness of utterance, than lo VeI- 
non the newspaper editor, struıg- 
gling to steer his crisis-strickeı 
broadsheet downmarket without 
seeming to do so, he compensates 
by giving Vernon a little more self- 
awareness. 

.l-. . In -the-.two rudimentary moral 
mazes he construcis for these char- 
acters, the author seems to leave a 
clear thread, indicating the right 
course of action ‘and all but gar- 
rottes them with it subsequently. 
Both men suffer not only sharne: 
they also l1ose by their actions, in 
worldly terms. They lose what they 
sought to gain, and still there 1s 
more punishment in store. 

But if there is a moral perspec- 
tive almost too ınuch in evidence 1n 
this latest novel, there is also a con- 
(rary force, In his earliest writing 
McEwan seemed allracted by the 
genre of black [arce, and gained a 
reputation for heartlessness that 
he then spent same years dis- 
pelling. Now, particularly towarcls 
the eıkl of Amsterdam, he şeenıs 
„almost lo be seeking a return to the 
fold of black sheep, But McEwan's 
literary personality ls toa cool to 
allow for aclual satire — even when 
he is pushing his book to its ex- 
treme conclusion he can't bring 
himself lo let go. In Amsterdam he 
canı at least boast the satiriat's disa 
fection witli: his creatures, but per- 
haps ‘he lacks the ' mysterious 
enzyme by which rage is mefa- 
bolised as relish. ت‎ 


Trapped in a complex moral maze 


the deconmissioning of the nıale 
ego in favour of a new personality at- 
tıned to women and children, By 
the time of Black Dogs, hyo morali- 
ies were pitted against each. other, 
even if the dice were loaded in 
favour of one, the less materialist 
one, 

As time passes, the traps Mec- 
Ewan lays for his creatures become 
less arbitrary (as they were in, say, 
The Camfort Of Strangers) and 
more stringent, more philosopht- 
cally loaded. The hero of The Inno 
cent is reqılired by the fiction that 
encloses him to perform an aci that 
is only physically, antl not morally, 
repellent {cutting up and disposing 
of the body of a worthless hııman 
being whose death isn't bis faul), 
but lhc taboos he breaks (clestroy 
the love relationstip he was trying 
to protect, The hero of Eıuluring 
love implictdes himself in a deatlı 
by lcitting go of a rope, ancl spentls 
ihe rvsl of (he novel trying to cone 
lo terms with wlıat this abandon- 
ımeiM means. 

In Amsterdam McÊwaı has two 
main charuclers, long-standing 
iriercls wlıe were bath, at different 
tires, lovers of a woman who lıas 
just died. If McEwan sceıns morte 
sympathetic lo Clive the composer, 
ar at least ta his work life, with its 
combination of obsessional atten- 
tiveness to detail and aspiration fo 


metes out for failure less humane. 

In the striking opening section of 
his last novel, Enduring Love, for in- 
stance, the hero was confronted 
with a quandary of the most urgent 
sort, namely whether to let go of a 
rope atlached to a pasgenger-carry- 
ing balloon threatened by a high 
wind, and if so, when. 

Set-piece dilemmas recur at two 
vital points in Amsterdam, and lf 
they don't constitute the plot, they 
certainly power it. Again McEwan's 
characters must choose between 

their selfish preoccupations and the 
interests of a wiler community, 
Should a newspaper editor print 
campr'omizing photographs of A 
faniily-valucs Cabinet minisler, 
when he is motivated by spite and 
scoojrlust rallter than authentic (lis- 
approval? fs a composer in ibe full 
flood of creation, heal brimming 
with ideas thıi will evaporale uıess 
nntaled, jutstifial in ignoring a 
ruerely luurnan ery for help? 

There was a lime in McEwan's 
carly fiction when tlte reader had no 
feelin that the characters were 
being ntcasıırecl againsl a cocle ol 

conduct: more thrt the author was 
letting his crealures follow their 
own innocent or perverse logic. 
Moral judgments were studiously 


withheld, Then there began, ahove 
all in The Child In Time, the invok- 
ing of certain values, particularly 


Adam Mars-Jones 


Amsterdarn 
by lan McEwan 
Capa 178pp £14.99 


AN AfcEWAN'S new novel, al 
most shart enough to qualify as a 
novella, is a puzzling mixture of old 
themes revisited antl a latent sour- 
ness of tone. This writer's eye has 
never been exactly indulgent, and 
there is a famlliar relishable exact- 
ıtess about passages that describe, 
say, a hike in the Lake District on 
which the landscape fails to work its 
magic, resembling insteacl "a gigan- 
tic brawn gyninasiun"”, But as the 
story Nloves towarcls a1 ııncharacier- 
istically vonirived cliyax. iH can seem 
thil Lhe durtlior is simply dismissing 


the creatures he has conjured up, 
nc fying tıp his slory with a sartlan- 
ically, even a derisively, neat bow. 
The carly parts of Amslerdlan 
sein lu promise ermgagement with 
Mcwar preoccupations sucl: a5 
(he tragic precariousness of ralio- 
tality" the futile [uman tendency to 
favour selfish inleresl over [he 
group, tle short term over the long; 
but this is almost a red herring. 
vicEwan has always enjoyed posing 
dilemmas for his character's, and 
cven selling traps for them, but the 
dilemmas in the new book are 
halfler, arl the punishments he 
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Motor Racing Italian Grand Prix 


Schumacher fights to finish 


his McLaren’s handling iımbalance 
until his routine refuelling stop at 
the emd of lap 35, two laps after 
Schumacher made his stop. On 
{resh lyres the Finn's McLaren was 
clearly in better shape and he set- 
dled down to trim the leading Fer- 
rari's advantage from six seconds on 
lap 3û to just over lwo seconds 
10 laps later when he sudelenly 
found himself pitched îıılo a mas- 
sive syin as he approached he see 
oul chicane. 

The causc was a serious brake 
problem and ıe was lucky to escape 
intact is bis car spur wildly across 
lhe gravel {rap. He resumed fill 
sêécontl, ahencl of Irvine, bul all 
chance ofl cidehing Schuuraclrer's 
Ferrari had vanishcel. Merely sur- 
viviug Che clire handliıg, exiccı- 
bated by brake problems, bevame 
Hakkinen's priority. In (he end lhe 
was graleful {0 gel anylhing from 
the race. 

Danan Hill, the winner in Bcl- 
gium two weeks enrlicı, harnessetl 
a twoslop strategy to vaul lhrmıglı 
from lith on the gril tu sixth, 
puting bulk Javelans in the polls 
far le second sucvessive rilcC. 

Having fulled iu score a puint 
priar lo the ninth ruuuel, Jorclan Huw 
lave their sights un beating the oll 
lands Willinms and Beuettin lu 
third place in the cCunstrulclurs' 
Tianpionship. Their gschicvemenls 
underlie how unpredictabk: Ih 
Formula One business cat sonu” 
ties be, sumthing Whirl 
McLaren found lo their Cusl lutu., 
© Johıny Herberl wil swith tu 
StewartFord for the HH Forruula 
One season after lhree largely fruit- 
less years with Sauber, Herber!i las 
signed a two-year deal witlı the lean, 
basecl in Milton Keynes in the UK. 


Down 


2, 12 Planned carefully, so 
considarad striking (4-7-3) 

3 Missing philatellc liam lo be 
delivered COD? (9) 

4 Unspecified object of certain 
activities (5) 

5 Pater and Paul wrangling ovar 
debatable asserton? Ii may go 
on foreveri (9,6) 

6 Isit in the way, leading to fil of 
vexallon? (4,4) 

7T #Agrase often cansumed with 

: anger (5) 

B, 22 Made an impression, given 

Job for priority delivery (10,4) 


S82‏ 12 ا 


15 Feel lll aftar dash round : 
disreputable placê fqr a cocktall 
(5.4) : 

16 Milnor rallway used by troops (§} 

19 Somewhat uppity, out of pride, : 
subaltern is suffering insults {©) 

21 Works with over half of 
swltchboard employees (5} 

22 Seed . r 


Last week's solution e 
[GTOTRTETOWIS TTARNITTUALEN 


back behind Eddie and he let me by, 
which enabled me to catch up the 
Mclarens," 

Hakkinen, who had started in the 
spare car after an eıgine problem 
during the warm-up, immediately 
encauntered a handling imbalance 
that obliged lıim to relinquish tle 
lead to Coulthard after seven laps. 
Coullharcl pullcd steadily away only 
to stop witlı an engine fallure which 
casl a pall of grey-blue acrass the 
circul on the exil of {le 130mph 
Curva Grauıtle. 

Hakkinen And Schınmacher 
arrivecl to find Ihe roacl apparerıtly 
blocked by a emoke-scrcen. Having 
brakecl 1o near walking pace, the 
German dodgccl ahead of Hiakkirrcn 
inlo tlhe lead al the nexl chicane. 

“lhe car was very sirong, Llê 
chassis set-up working well, and 
then (he engine tightenecl up as Î 
cnme out of tlıe first chicane and the 
engine blew," said Coultlhard. “I 
was very disappoinling because we 
had such a good car and a perfor- 
mance aclvantage at tlıis circuit." 

Schumacher cdged away (rom 
Hakkinen with Irvine third ahead of 
Villeneuve, Ralf Schumacher ind 
Alexaudler Wurz's Bencllan. 

Flakkinen had ww struggle will 


Ûrivers’ Championship 


1 Hakkinen 
Ni Schumacher 8Û points 
3 Coulthard 48 
4 Irvine 38 
ë5 Villeneuve 20 
ê6 Wurz 
Hill 17 
a Fisichella 15 
9 R B6ohumachar 14 
10 Frenizen. ۰: , 13 


Alan Henry at Monza 


ICHAEL Schumacher set 
up a grandstand finish for 

the title by producing the 
precious victory tlrat 125,000 fjfosi 
had dreamed of in the [talian Grand 
Prix here last Sunday. 

After the McLaren-Mercedles 
drivers Mika Hakkinen and David 
Coulthard hit technical trouble, the 
German surged hame (o head the 
secoıtkl Ferrari one{wo of the sea- 
son, Eddie Irvine finishing 37 see 
ontls behind him. 

The Ferrari (rivers were joiıcd 
on the podium by Michucl's 
youngèêr brolher Ralf, wlio finislıecl 
a sirong third in his Jordan-Honda. 

The Ferrari teant leatler now 
goes inlo the pnullimate round of 
the championship, ihe Luxenıbourg 
Granel Prix at the Nlirburgring ol 
September ?7, lied an §0 points witlı 
Hakkinea, who struggled hame 
fourtl after an eventful 53 laps on 
this high-speed irack, 

"Aller our poor performance at 
Hockenheim, whiclı is also a low 
dlown-force circuit, we thought 
Monza woul be very difficull for 
us,” sail Schumacher. “But all the 
lıartl work paid off taday, Now | am 
looking forward to thc Nûrbur grin: 
and Suzuka, as bath circuits shoulel 
suit our enılr." 

Even after SCluimaclıer lad se- 
curetl lis first pole positiun of 1e 
seasoıı here on Ferrari's hole 
ground, il seemed he would be 
thwariecd aş the McLarens cala- 
pulled through irom (le second row 
to take fitsl and secoactl places. “My 
starl was terrible," sall Schu- 
matcher. "Î goi everyihing wrong. Î 
was lucky Lo catch up Jacques [Vil 
leneuve] in the second corner to get 


Cryptic CFOSSWOrd by Fawley 


14 Union resertiment about.slgrn of 
` the affluent seaotor {2-6): . ' 


17 Vociferous about arilcle editor 


E # 
AERARRSE 
Aoross : ك‎ 


1 Anarchalsm? It wil shartly . 


appear So, when speech l8 .. . rejected, showing some guts? ({&) 
. raported {6) 18 Sge13 . , e | 
5. Page with illustrations İn . .. . 20 Disconcert baby owl . ..'' 
publication appearing regularly. '| |,... accidentaly, and bacomıe very 
(4-4) <“. i | .' ,AglalgdfG,10}) ‘...., < 
g Female flim staf, once In credlt, ' .23 SUr-up possible cause for . » 
`.. .ı aAPpears more stylish (8) ,. : .| . concern In:broadsheet, briefly. (6) ,| . 
10 Obtain compensatlon for , 24 "long! and "Nesş” uged ;... ; 
: gerlous Injury (6)  .,1...: cryplically when .approprlale? . : 
Î 11 Dispute previous declslon — . (2,6). 7 
e ought to be resigned .: 26 a : data. Rosgibla? Watch itt ) . 
: (5, 4} fr BE nis aN Nii 
Î 13,18 Mixed bits of Chineşe meal ‘.. j, 26 ‘Reduce the effectiveness of a .: .| . 
: ا 4,4( ت‎ solution 6j 
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d by controversy 
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Spain, included (lelails of how the 
banıed hormone erythropoietin 
{EPO} was taken. Meanwhile Credit 
Agricole's British cyclist Chris 
Boarcdnıan pulled out of the Spanish 
eveIL, saying he had nat “wanted to 
go in thé first place but [ had to fol- 
low team orders”. 


COTLAND'S Colin Mont 

gonicrte picked uj a cheque for 
S209,000 afier winning the One 2 
One British Masters by one shut at 
Forosl of Arden. Montgonmıerie's 
winnings keeps him in third plnce 
in the Order of Merit behind Jender 
lee Weslwood and Darren Clarke, 


T THE FISA World Rowing 

Championships in Cologne, 
coxless ours reigning chanıpions 
Britain, in the sltape of Steve Red- 
grave, James Cracknell, Tim Foster 
and Miaithew Pinseit, reiained their 
title, As at last year's world champi- 
onships, Germany finished top of 
the medals chart with five galls and 
five silvers, Italy joined Britain on 
threc goltls followed by the United 
Slates aııtl Australia with two apiece. 


PANISH national coach Javier 

Clemente, who followed up ilıe 
indignily of an early World cup exil 
with a 3-2 defeat by Cyprus in lhe 
firsl of lls country's European 
Clıampionshlp qualifiers, handed in 
his resignation. Germany's Berti 
Vogts also called it a day, to be re- 
placed by former Bayern Munich 
coach Erich Ribbeck, Another early 
casualty of the Euro 2000 qualifiers 
was Bulgaria's Hristo Boney, who 
tell le could nat go on after his 
teanı went down 3-0 to Poland. 


Shiv Sharma is on hollday 


Brighlon O, Southend 2; Cambridge 1, Leyton 
Gniient O; Chester 2, Torquay O, Hevt 4. 


Exeter 3; Mansfleki 1, Carfsls 1; Piymauih 1, 
2: Rachdale 2, Sc'thoma 2: 

Shrewsbry 1, Psterboro 1; Swansea 2, 

Scarboro Û. 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE: 


Premler Dhlalon: 


Bd 
Hearts Û, Durklag 2; St Johnstons 1, 
Dunfirmiine 1. 
Divlalon OQOnat 
Alrdrte O, Morlon 1; Clydebank O, Ayr 1: Faith 
1, Falkirk 1; SI Mirren 2, Hibemilan û; Stranraer 
2, Hamlhon 1. ' 


Î. Dlvislon Two: و‎ 
Alon 3, Clyde Û, Forfar 1, Eset Fie 2; 
. on 


Aibroath 1 Paria 1, Btlring A û; 


:İnwemaas 3, Queen Sih 2. : 
..Î| ,.Divisfon Thros: 
Du 


Brechin 0, Dumbarton O: Gowdnbth 1, Barwick 
1: E Stirling 0, Albion 1; Queens Pk 4, Ross Co 
2: Stenharmr 4A, Montrçse Û. 0 
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' sports Diary Mike Kiely 


0 ١ i Allegations of 
w1  ribery still 
i Fl haunt Wasim 


". "aA /ITH Axa League and NatWest 
3b FY V Trophy titles under his belt 
n" j [ aready and the chances of adding 
` Î je Britannic Assurauce County 
Championship to complete a glori- 
j Î ous ireble {riumph for Iancashire 
to notice that Black has two ins | his season, you would think life 
wins, by 1... Kg8 and by 1...| | musı be a bel of roses for skipper 
R§e6+ 2 KfT RI6 mate. Instead le | | Wain Akra. 
went 1... Röe6+? when White cu || Anıl so i1 was. ., until the issue of 
cause problems by 2 KIZ selling lr j | match-fixing allegations once again 
trap 2 . . . RSe7+ 3 KIB b3? 4 Qrg 1 | aised its ugly head in the wake of a 
and stalemate. rport by tle Pakistan Cricket 
Zozulia had mentally setled lv j | Board (PCB), which has recont- 
half a point so retreated 2 KŠ! i | mendal that Wasim, 1ogelher witl\ 
Re5+ 3 Kg6 (3 KIA Re4+ is a wou | | salin Malik and Jjaz Ahmed, be sus- 
pawn ending) when Black finally ne | | pended frow Teast cricket while in- 
ticed 3 . . . Kg8 and wenl on t |‘ vestigations continue. 
win. If the white pawn was on blr |j Wasim countered by claiming 
slead of b3 then 3 . .. Kg8? woul (Î ihere was a couspiracy agninsl hin: 
allow another slalernate by 4 Qxeš! 41 will nol let my enemies destroy 
J#.. . if is a one-sifled story and 
| hould rot have come out like this. 
i meallegalions are baseleas." 
, Allegations of bribery in Paki 
: lami cricket firsl arose in 1994 after 
ausiralians Shane Wıırne, Tim Muy 
ind Mark Wauglı claimed Ley hiıcl 
i ken approacherl by Malik to play 
ıhadly in a Text match far money. 
` Meanwhile Srî Lankan spinner 
, viiah Muralitharaı has can 
, med he will be joinirnıg Lancashire 
1i their overseas player for nexl 
. «asan, replacing Wasim. 
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\NHILE the colourful opeuing 
, f ¥ ceremony in Kuala Lumpur 
. hal heralded the start of the XVith 
„omımonwealth Games distracted 
: "Any people's attention, in Johan- 


While males in three love 
against any defence (by F Giegoll |i" 
Fritz Giegold specialised in app Asburg Britain's Iwan Thomas 
ently simple problem settings wid *udded the World Cup 400m title to 
startling answers. e European and British AAA titles 
. | hss already picked up this year. 
No 2540: 1... Bh5 2 h7 RE: |e stage İs now sel for the young 
Kd4(3 KfA RI3 mate) c5+ 4 KdS NI elshman ta complete what has 
5 BxI6 B3 male. ! tN a remarkable season by taking 
أ‎ WComumonwealth title, 


د | 


| drug «wanda! thal plagued 
1 this year's Tour de France con- 
reasonable line of rutfing a diam || wed io haunt cycling as the or 
in dummy aud playing the 4¢ and ee of the Tour of Spain found 
another heart. When the trump sl : he headlines being made off the 
proved to contain three losers ke Lı ad. The publication of police tran- 


sips of inter vî 

lad to go one down, ۱ erviews with members 
Fredin for Sweden started ol le Festina team disqualified 
mûre promising tack, After winni" (ı W the Tour de France after drug 


: gations, incl 

the ace of diamonds, he played 3 Î i #lons, including Alex Zülle of 
spade to dummys king: e و‎ land and Richard Virenque 
seemed to the audience lh ا‎ Bre currently competing in 
would establish a e e de ll 
dummy to take care of MS ‘$ ootbal 

mond, tlıen be in a position fo results 


۲٣ 0 los pF 
dle the trumps for just WO eha 3 PREMIERSHIP: 
spade at trick three — asics a 2M Evarton û, 
embarked prematurely on (he (U r iy E ESter 1, Arsenal 1; Man Ud 2, 
sult by lending a low card ®, fl rays grec aee 4, Souttimorn 0: 

tT ۹ i Tr fı O; Tottanham Û, 
duımnıy to the nine 0 hand Wes! Ham 2, Liverpool 1. 
won the trick with the ten | U TONMNADE f 
tinued diamonds. Winning ر‎ | ™tDblalonı OOTBALI. LEAQUE! 


xj, Bimunghm 1; Bradiorci C 2, Shelf 


jack, Fredin pursued the corrects {fay 

kero br Jeadingg the ek O | eî ONY BAS: Cyaai hel û Por 
his hand. But becnuge he si, ° fi "jL, lsum 3, ا و‎ 
losing diamond, West could ig, fj as ES TiWatord 2, PR 1:, 
the contract at this point by reuf®! jÎ 1 


eon Diy 
to cover the jack of henrls. 1: ا‎ Division + 
dummy could then be forced lo |: een gan Û; Burmiey 1, Wycombe 
a diamond with the, ace To! | am 1; Linco ا‎ 
of the الست‎ upqurty fee ne CCG dan chy hi 
i covered , 1 , 

Wrgug i I2 O; Stoke 1, Millevalh O;‏ .1 اا coniract WAS‏ او 
Sweden rather than Bla if rt outer,‏ 


through to the semifinals. 1, Hull 1; Brantford 0, NE 1 


. But Freclin did not play ã 


Chess Leonard Barden 


OME 400 players competed in 

chess events at this month's 
Mind Sports Olyınpiad, at time lim- 
its from Š to 30 minutes per game. 
Five women from the Kiev grand- 
master school were surprise en- 
trants; WGM Inna Yanovska won 
the five-minute gold medal, while 
her colleagues achieved telling vic- 
tories against the English male 
GMs. The Ukrainians were the only 
players who, after each rapldplay 
game, wrote down the moves from 
memory on a scoresleet ready for a 
later postmortem. 

GM Stuart Conquest won the 
main prize of a British Airways 
round-the-world ticket as his forcing 
tactics wrapped up some quick 
wins: 


S Conquest v J Friedland 


1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cd4 4 
Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Rg1 Plan- 
ning to advance g£4-g5 faster than via 
the English Attack Be3 and f3. 
Black's best answer is h6. g6 7 g4 
Bg7 8 g5 INfd7 9 Be3 b5 10 a3 
Bb7 11 h4 Nc5 12 b5! gxh5, 

12... Nxe4 is risky due tû 13 
Nxe4 Bxe4 14 h6! Bf8(Be5 15 f4) 15 
NeB! and 16 Qd4. 13 Qxh5 Nxe4? 
Lasing inslantlly, Since Qd7 (ails {o 
14 Blı3 and b4, Black has to settle 
for the ugly BcB. 

14 Nxe4 Bxe4 15 Ne6! Qa5+ 
16 Bd2 b4 17 Nxg7+ KB 18 
Bxb4 Q15 19 Qlı6 Resigns. 

Speetl clicss has ils special fea- 
lures, catısed mainly by the spect’ 
of having 10 make an infinite nunı- 
ber of mûves in almosl zero me. 


Anna Zozulia v 
Murugan Thiruchelvam 


The nine-year-old had held his ûwıı 
with the European girls U18 silver 
medallist, and offered a draw in tlhe 
diagram above. Zozulia, hall a 
minute better on the clock, declined, 
so Murugan callecl the arbiter who 
correclly postponed A decisloı be- 
cause threefold repetition has to be 
confirmed by a wrilten score sheet. 
The players were s0 absorbed in 
the draw discussion tlıat both fatled 
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lf either pair had managed to find 
a way lo the greatly superior con- 
tract of NT, there would have been 
no story. But both South players 
had to tackle the inferior game on 
ihe lead of a diamond to dummy's 
queen, East's king and. declarer's 
ace. How woıld yoıı continue? 

Taking the trump suit in isolation, 
there is a safely play to restrict your 
losers to two tricks even when West 
has KQ10x. The idea is to lead a low 


.Î card from dummy fo the nipe in the. 


South hand and the ten from West, 
then run the jack on the next round 
(unless West covers it, of course). 
But there are other.considerations, 


and the British South adgpted the 
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Deadly pact signed in blood 


our own five species of Anopheles 
masquito. In previous centuries the 
illness was endemic among the in- 
habitants of southeastern England, 
eapecially in the Broads and the 
Fens of East Anglia. 

Usually it waş the benign tertian 
form of malaria, known then as the 
“ague”, which marshmen discussed 
with the complacent approach that 
we have towards the common cold. 
Yet its recurrent fevers could still 
make serlous inroads into the 
health and economic well-being of 
many cammunities anl affected 
people as far' north as the Highlands 
of Scolland. 

Setting aside for a moment the 
health horrors associatecl with {hr 
msevts, Î sense {here is sonıclhing 
almost poetic abil A ntoscuita's 
lifecycle. 

Each bite by a brealing female 
expresses in (he mos sucvincl fasl- 
jou a complex of associnions cen- 
tred on bloud, cleath and rebirtlı. 
The mosquito ls a4 powerful symhol 
for the intricate conneclions he- 
lween the nıacro- and niicro-worlcls, 
and it carries an additional hunı- 
bling message about {he irrelevance 
andl powerlessness of the individual 
organism in the larger, selCbalanc- 
ing machinery of nature. 

But enouglı of this metaphysics 
and also of that bloodsucker's 
treacherous whining. Time to roll 
up my copy of the Guardian Weekly 
and put it to good use. 


Bridge Zia Mahmood 


HEREAS the Bernuda Bowl 
is open only to those teams 
who have qualified from zonal come 
petitions such as the European 
Championships or the United States 
Trials, the Rosenblum Trophy is 
apen to all comers. This year, the 
Rosenblum was held in Lille in 
nûrthern France, and il was won in 
very convincing slyle by the Italian 
team of Lauria, Versace, Buraldi, 
Lanzaralli, Sementa and Angelini, 
They donıinated the final against a 
powerful Brazilian sqıtad lel by 
Grabriel Chagas to such an exlent 
that tlie match was ovcr as a corılesl 
by the half way stage. 
The British lean of Tuny For: 
rester, Paul, Jasin and Juslin Hack- 
ef, antl Daviktl Moassop were 


eliminaled in dranıatic fashion al . 


tht quarter-final singe by a Swetlish 
team. The resull of the match de- 
pentled on the very last tleal — take 


ihe Soulh carls and see if you can 


fincl a way homie in four hearts: 


The autictions were identical at 


botlı tables: 

South West North East 
Pass Pass . 1% 24 
2¥ Pass {¥ Pass 
Pass Pass 


ecological history than any other 
insect species, excepi perhaps the 
honey bee. 

The Plasmodium protozoans, 
wlıich are the cause of the human 
form of malaria, are borne only by 
Anopheles mosquitoes. And as our 
blood is sucked up through the 
creatures tabrurı, so the malaria 
passes down Ihe hypopharynx with 
the insects saliva. One entomolû- 
gist suggesied thal this fluid 
“closed the continent of Africa for 
countless centuries to civilisation, 
and .. . played a dominant part in 
clestroying the civilisations of al- 
cicnl Greece ancl Rome". 

Although the significance of 
ımAlaria in he clecliııe tf classical 
civilisation is qucsliomecl, if hagl A 
consian devastating iınpact in the 
Midille Ages, until quinine was 
brought back to Europe in the 17th 
century. One historian described if 
as “he background 10 Mcditer- 
ranean palhology”. Elsewhere in the 
worlcl, the nıosruito's resistance to 
inseclcides such as DOT and the 
capacity of the Plasmofltum organ- 
isms fo circumvent antimalarial 
drugs still means that the disease 
infects about 100 million victims and 
kilis at {east 1 per cent of these 
annually . 

Even in temperate areas like 
Britain malaria recurred aş recently 
as the second world war, when sol- 
diers from tropical theatres of cone 
flict reintroduced the infection to 
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Last week's solution 


Mark Cocker 


HRQOUGH a hand lens the 
beast looks more revolting 
than ever: a fly's compound 
eyes, a dark thorax from which 
spread the fong gravity-dlefying legs 
that glue if to the ceiling, and a 
translucent abdomen swollen with 
blood — my blood. But on any mos- 
quito it is the proboscis that coın- 
mangs my most morbid fascination. 
Although it looks like a single 
stiletto biade, tlıe proboscis is actu- 
ally a complex with nine different 
parls. On each side there are Iwo 
sensitive palpi which initially feel 
arouınî for a nice lender part lû pen- 
clrale. 

Wihin the sheairelike prvbuscis, 
known as Ile labitmı, are four 
slylcts toothed at Ihe tip, wlriclı 
puncture lhe surface. As these go in 
so {he labîunt is drawn back and the 
siylets pushetl in anf out until they 
locate and rupture a capillary. 

Then down a tube called the 
hypopharynx goes saliva to mix ancl 
dilute the blood — and in sonıe 
species to acl as an anfti-coagulant 
— while punıps located in the nıos- 
quita's foregut draw the liquid up 
through angther channel known as 
the labrum. 

In Europe they are now no more 
than a nuisance, but tlie mosquito 
and its extraordinary feeding 

habs have probably done more to 
shape the course of ifs post-glacial 
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